
Self-Study Courses through Niceville Assembly of God 
 
Distance learning and self-study are among the most dynamic and fastest-growing educational strategies 
in colleges and churches across America.  Though different from traditional classroom study 
methodology, the goal is the same:  to guide students through a systematic approach to spiritual 
formation. 
 
This course has been carefully written and prepared so that you may experience intellectual and personal 
growth in the convenience of your home and at your own pace.  Do not expect home study to be an easy 
shortcut to learning; it requires high motivation and self-discipline, since there are no prearranged class 
times.  If you follow the process faithfully, however, your investment of valuable time will pay rich 
dividends in increased understanding and spiritual growth! 
 
To assist students in grasping the concepts presented in self-study courses, a qualified Course Advisor is 
available to answer any questions you may have and to help guide you through the materials.  Simply e-
mail your questions or comments about course content to dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Your 
question(s) will receive prompt attention by your Course Advisor! 
 
Suggestions for Studying 
 
You cannot study the Bible as though it were just another book.  Those who wrote it were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, so you need the Holy Spirit to illuminate its truth to your heart and mind.  With an open Bible, 
the Holy Spirit, a textbook, and a study guide, you’re in the classroom of the Holy Spirit.  As a student of 
the Holy Spirit, you’ll achieve the goal of this course--anointed learning.  Here are some study tips: 
 
1. Set aside quiet and regular times for your study.  Concentration is easier if you turn your mind to your 

studies at the same time each day. 

2. Pray as you begin each study session.  Ask the Lord to help you understand the material and make 
appropriate application to your life. 

3. Look over the lesson objectives and the questions at the back of this workbook prior to reading each 
section. 

4. Read through the lesson.  Look up scripture references and take any notes that may be helpful.  You 
may want to highlight pages or take notes in the margins as specific points make an impression on 
you.   

5. Close the book and try to think through the main points.  Think about what you’ve learned and seek 
ways to apply it in your personal life, in discussion with family and friends, in a Bible lesson, etc. 

6. Answer the study questions in the back of the workbook.  To get the most out of this study, be sure to 
use the manual properly.  Don’t simply turn to the section designated and search only for the answer, 
leaving the rest of the valuable material unread. 

7. Take your time.  No bell will ring to force you to move on to new material. 

8. Make good use of reference tools, such as a study Bible, a comprehensive concordance, and a Bible 
dictionary.  An up-to-date English dictionary will help you understand words that may be unfamiliar. 

9. If you have access to the internet, you may want to use online resources such as 
http://www.biblegateway.com/, http://www.bible.org/, http://www.e-sword.net/. 

10. Email any questions you may have concerning this course and its contents to 
dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Please indicate which course you are taking and the specific page 
number(s) which is/are in question. 

11. When you have completed all study questions, you may check your answers against the answer key 
in the back of the workbook.  Don’t “cheat”!  Remember, the only person you will be cheating is 
yourself! 
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Personal Goals and Progress 

Learning Goal 
From this course I hope to be able to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study Goal 
I plan to schedule the following time(s) for study: 
 
Monday: Friday: 
Tuesday: Saturday: 
Wednesday: Sunday: 
Thursday: Hours per Week: 
 
 
Progress 
 
Date Course Started: 
 
Date Course Completed: 
 
 
Personal Commitment 
 
I hereby submit myself to the Holy Spirit and commit myself to becoming the person God created me to 
be. 
 
 
 
Signature     Date 
�
�
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What We Believe 
 

Course Syllabus 
 

Description 
 
The Assemblies of God is more of a cooperative fellowship than a denomination.  
It is a fellowship of evangelical churches that began in 1914, tied together by 
Biblical truths that transcend all boundaries and reaches across people of all 
races, ages, and denominations.  When the Assemblies of God formed in 1914, 
America was in the midst of a sweeping global revival.  Unlike many present-day 
revivals, this one was not planned or heavily promoted; nor was it the work of any 
single person or tied to any church or denomination.  It was a sovereign move of 
God’s Spirit.  After only a few months, an unscriptural practice began to spread 
throughout the young fellowship.  Using the Scriptures, Biblical scholars stepped 
forward and pointed out the error of the new teaching.  It is in this context leaders 
of the young Assemblies of God fellowship realized the need for outlining some 
essential standards of truth--standards that would navigate the church on a 
Biblical course.  Except for some minor adjustments in wording for clarification 
purposes, these 16 fundamental beliefs have not changed since they were first 
proclaimed in 1916.  This study is about those beliefs.  These Biblical beliefs 
provide the common basis for our fellowship and unity.   
 
Objectives 
 
There is a threefold objective behind this study.  First, unlike many pamphlets on 
the subject, this study is designed to provide the reader with an in-depth 
understanding of what we believe.  It is also designed for training potential 
workers and strengthening the ministry in Niceville Assembly of God.  Finally, it 
will serve as a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all speak the same 
thing (1 Corinthians 1:10; Acts 2:42)).   
 



 4 

What We Believe: 16 Fundamental Truths 
A Study Course of the Doctrines of the Assemblies of God 

Niceville Assembly of God 
 � � � � � � �� 	�
 � � � 
 �

 
Prelude 
 
There are numerous Pentecostal denominations today.  Pentecostal is a term that 
refers to the first Pentecost that took place 50 days after Christ’s resurrection, when the 
Spirit enabled Christians to speak in unfamiliar languages (Acts 2:4).  The largest 
Pentecostal church is the General Council of the Assemblies of God.  The founders 
were former pastors of evangelical persuasion (i.e., Methodists… Baptists) who wished 
to unite in the interest of more effective preaching, enlarged missionary crusades, and 
more freedom for expressing the gifts of the Spirit.   
 
The Formation of the Church and Need for Essential Standards 
 
When the Assemblies of God formed America was in the midst of a sweeping global 
revival.  Unlike many present day revivals, this one was not planned, or heavily 
promoted, nor was it the work of any single person or tied to any church or 
denomination.  It was a sovereign move of God’s Spirit that transcended all boundaries 
and reached across people of all races, ages, and denominations.  In this revival, 
people began experiencing the baptism in the Holy Spirit in similar fashion as that 
recorded in the New Testament.  Like the 120 in the Upper Room on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2), people involved in this revival were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began speaking in unknown languages.  Miracles were the norm.  People were saved 
and lives were magnificently changed.  Participants of this revival were given the name 
“Pentecostals.”  Upon returning to their home churches, many were ridiculed and 
ostracized.  Soon Pentecostal leaders recognized that mainline churches had rejected 
the new Baptism in the Holy Spirit phenomenon.  They also recognized the need for 
some type of organization or framework for supporting their ministries and continuing 
fellowship with one another.  A call went out for those ministers who believed in the full 
Gospel to meet and consider the possibility of establishing a new church body.  Many 
who had been hurt by mainline churches didn’t want anything to do with creating a new 
denomination.  They felt it best for local churches to remain totally independent.  Still, 
others thought organizing a new church organization was the only way to continue the 
wonderful Holy Spirit initiated revival.   
 
In April 1914, some 300 of the Pentecostal leaders met in Hot Springs, Arkansas, to 
discuss the matter.  After 3 days of prayer, they voted to organize, but not as a 
denomination.  Instead, they chose to form themselves in what is best described as a 
loosely knit fellowship.  A fellowship that allowed local churches the needed freedom to 
conduct ministries and church services without restrictions, yet provided the vital 
network for servicing the Pentecostal work of the Holy Spirit.  So was born the General 
Council of the Assemblies of God.  The first years of headquarters operation consisted 
primarily of printing reports of the ministry, establishing a fund for supporting the work of 
missionaries, and formally credentialing ministers. 
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Only after only a few months an unscriptural practice of baptizing converts in water, 
using “only the name of Jesus,” surfaced.  The teaching spread like wildfire in many 
churches where entire congregations were re-baptized.  At stake for the young 
Assemblies of God movement was the danger of leaving the Trinitarian ranks of 
Christianity, creating further isolation from other Christian groups and setting sail on ill 
winds of Biblical error.  Using the Scriptures, Biblical scholars stepped forward and 
pointed out the error of the new teaching.  Nearly all involved in the “Jesus only” 
teaching admitted their error and reputed the practice.  It is in this context leaders of the 
young Assemblies of God fellowship realized the need for outlining some essential 
standards of truth; standards that would navigate the church on a Biblical course.  The 
new fellowship saw the need to establish a set of doctrinal standards. Two years after 
its origin, in 1916, in a meeting held in St. Louis, Missouri, the Assemblies of God 
established 16 doctrinal standards called Statement of Fundamental Truths, standards 
that have withstood the test of time and served the church well.  Except for some minor 
adjustments in wording for clarification purposes, these 16 fundamental beliefs have not 
changed since they were first proclaimed in 1916.   
 

 
Belief #1 - The Bible Inspired  

 
Since there are so many religion beliefs today, how can one know what to believe in 
respect to God, faith, and eternity?  It is a matter of authority.  There are three basic 
kinds of religious authority in our world today:  (1) rationalism (sometimes called 
humanism), (2) the Church, and (3) the Bible.  Rationalism should not be confused with 
rationality.  Rationality is the process of dealing with problems in a commonsense 
fashion.  It is not a sin to function on this level.  Rationalism, however, is the belief that 
the highest authority is human reason.  Religious thinkers who are committed to the 
authority of human reason instead of the Bible have been called “liberals” or 
“modernists.”  Those who subscribe to rationalism believe, given enough time, man’s 
genius will enable him to unlock all the secrets of the universe which will lead him to a 
perfect life.  Usually, the god of rationalism is science, the belief that all problems will 
eventually be solved by the analysis of scientific methodology.  When the methods of 
scientism are applied to religion, the result is usually the loss of interest in religion as 
such.  Rationalism has severe limitations.  For one thing, it is difficult to put a human 
soul under a microscope.  The way they get around that is to rule out the existence of 
the soul.  A second limitation is their inability to come up with a concept of God.  They 
dismiss Biblical statements about God as “meaningless,” because such statements 
(they say) cannot be verified by the methods of science.  Rationalism or humanism can 
be traced all the way back to Genesis 10 where a group of people under Nimrod’s 
leadership defied God by building a tower at Babel in an effort to reach Heaven on their 
own.  Rationalists of all ages are much like that; they place their ultimate trust in their 
own reasoning ability.  Again, repeatedly in the days of the Judges, “everyone did as he 
saw fit” (21:25; 17:6).  The chaos and confusion resulting from trust in human reasoning 
as the ultimate authority is vividly portrayed in the tragic stories recorded in the book of 
Judges.  No, human reason is not adequate authority to test eternal truth!   
 
Another common belief is that the Church is the ultimate authority.  Some contend that 
Christ transmitted authority down through the centuries through apostolic succession.  
On this ground, their particular church is held up as the only valid religious organization, 
and hence, its leaders hold a peculiar authority to judge truth.  Commonly associated 



 6 

with this view is the assertion that the New Testament is a product of the Church, giving 
the Church a kind of priority over the Bible.  What is interesting is that the theory of 
“apostolic succession” did not appear until the end of the second century.  The 
outstanding example of the claim that the Church is the ultimate authority in religion is 
found in traditional Roman Catholicism.  It should be pointed out that the Roman Church 
does not deny the authority of the Bible.  But, it does hold that the Church is an infallible 
authority equal to the Bible.  The modern Roman Church is less dogmatic in its position.  
The issue was debated at length during the world-wide council known as Vatican II 
(1962-1965).  The conclusion reached was that, “Holy tradition, then, and Holy 
Scripture…are, therefore to be received and venerated with equal pious affection and 
reverence.”  The expression “Holy Tradition” is their term for the traditional beliefs and 
practices of the Roman Church.   
 
The third alternative, which is held by the Assemblies of God, is to trust implicitly in the 
Bible, God’s written Word.  We believe that the Scriptures of the entire Bible (Old and 
New Testaments) are verbally inspired of God.  This view is based squarely on the 
conviction that God, by nature, is self-disclosing.  He is a speaking God.  He wishes to 
communicate with His creatures.  This characteristic of God is clearly seen in Hebrews 
1:1-2.  As pointed out in this passage, the final speaking of God is in the Person of His 
son, Jesus Christ.  We call this manner of speaking the incarnation.  The incarnation is 
when the divine became clothed with flesh.  The incarnation is the fullest measure by 
which God can communicate with humanity, for it is a person-to-person communication.  
When Christ comes into us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, we 
actually enter into a personal relationship with the living God, one who is constantly 
speaking to us.  John 1:1-2 tells us that Jesus Christ is the speaking of God.   
 
Just as Christ is the living Word, so the Bible is the written Word.  The Bible, in the 
absence of the personal presence of Jesus between His first and second appearances, 
is the authoritative speaking of God which the Holy Spirit is pleased to use to direct 
people to Christ.  In Romans 10:8-15, the apostle Paul dramatically points out that 
without the proclamation of the good news about Jesus (which is the message of the 
Bible), people cannot find God.  The key difference between religion and Christianity is 
that religion views man questioning for something beyond self; Christianity pictures God 
reaching out to fallen humanity.   
 
Inerrancy and Infallibility of the Scriptures 
 
Not only are the ideas and concepts expressed in the Bible inspired, even the choice of 
words in the original manuscripts was inspired as the original writers were moved by 
God to write what He wanted them to say.  The Apostle Paul said that “All Scripture is 
God-breathed…” (2 Timothy 3:16).  The Lord Jesus made reference to the inerrancy 
and infallibility of the Scriptures in Matthew 5:18 and John 10:35.  Inerrancy and 
infallibility do not mean that God endorses everything contained in the Bible.  While the 
Bible provides us with an accurate account of what someone said, it does not teach that 
every single word is necessarily to be followed.  For example, Job’s wife said, “Curse 
God and die” (Job 2:9).  While that is an accurate account of what is said, it is not 
something we are obliged to follow!  Furthermore, inerrancy and infallibility do not 
guarantee that the Scriptures will necessarily be interpreted infallibly.  Interpretation is a 
human function, hopefully under the full guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Because of human 
limitations and biases, one may error in his or her interpretation of the infallible Word of 
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God.  Thus, inerrancy and infallibility only apply to the original manuscripts, technically 
referred to by some as autographs.  The Bible is without error down to the very words of 
the original manuscripts, absolutely true, trustworthy, and infallible.   
 
Not only did the Holy Spirit plant His thoughts in the mind of those who put God’s Word 
into print, the divine Author guided the choice of words of the original writers to express 
His thoughts (cross-reference Exodus 4:12, 15; Amos 3:8).  This is a crucial point, 
because one wrong word could completely distort the intended sense of a passage.  
Besides, words are inseparable from the message (John 6:63; Jeremiah 1:7, 9; 15:19; 
26:2).  Thus, we believe that the words employed by the original writers of the Bible are 
God’s own words, but in the style of the writer.  See Deuteronomy 4:2; 6:1-2, 6-9; 12:32; 
Psalms 19:7; 119:42, 96, 140, 142, 151, 160, 172; Jeremiah 1:7, 9; 15:19; 26:2; John 
6:63; Galatians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 
Peter    1:20-21).   
 
Old Testament Canon of Scripture   
 
The word “canon” means measuring line, rule, rod, or criteria.”  When applied to the 
Bible, the term means those books or writings which are inspired of God and are His 
Word.  By the time of Christ a complete collection of sacred Jewish writings existed 
which were separated from other literature and determined to be the Word of God.  This 
collection of sacred Hebrew writings, known today as the Old Testament, was the Bible 
Jesus and the apostles read.  The Jewish Bible (called “Tenach” by the Jews) is divided 
into three pats: “law” (Genesis – Deuteronomy), “prophets” (Joshua – Malachi), and 
“writings” (including such books as Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Ruth).  
See Matthew 5:17, 7:12, 22:40; Luke 16:16, 24:27, 44; Acts 13:15, 28:23. 
 
New Testament Canon of Scripture  
 
The term canon, when applied to the New Testament, means those sacred writings and 
letters which were officially accepted by the early Church as being divinely inspired and 
accepted as Scripture.  Writers of the New Testament considered their teachings to be 
just as binding as those of the Old Testament.  See 1 Corinthians 2:13, 14:37; 1 
Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Timothy 1:1; Revelation 1:1.  Furthermore, one New Testament 
writer regarded what another said as being on the same level as the Old Testament (2 
Peter 3:16).   
 
One Grand Whole 
 
Combining the Bible from two collections into one grand whole was a very slow process.  
While the early Christian Church accepted without reservation the Hebrew canon of 
Scripture (Old Testament), it remained for them to recognize which writings by 
Christians were to be regarded as Scripture.  From the mass of such writings, 27 
epistles (letters) were acknowledged to be genuinely inspired.   
 
It is important to understand that in principle the New Testament canon existed from the 
time the books were written.  In other words, those writings (letters; books) already had 
the inherent quality of inspiration!  From the human standpoint, however, the following 
appear to be the criteria for canonicity: 
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1. Apostolicity:  The book either had to come directly from an apostle, someone 
associated with an apostle, or authorized by one of them.  Although Mark was not an 
apostle, he was closely associated with Peter.  While Luke was a Gentile, he was a 
companion of Paul.  Jude and James were brothers of Jesus’ humanity.   

2. Doctrinal content:  The book had to agree both with Old Testament teachings and 
with the teaching of the apostles as it was transmitted orally.   

3. Inspiration:  There had to be unmistakable evidence that the book was inspired by 
the Holy Spirit (“God-breathed,” 2 Timothy 3:16).  There would also be the subjective 
factor of the inner witness of the Spirit testifying to the authenticity and validity of a 
book or letter.  Cross-reference 1 Corinthians 2:6-14. 

4. Universality:  The book had to have universal appeal and acceptance in the 
churches.  For example, was it read in all the churches as the Word of God?  This 
was a practical proof that a book was inspired, as the Holy Spirit would lead God’s 
people to read God’s Word.   

5. Spiritual effect:  Did the book have the ability to edify and to transform lives?  Of 
course, this criterion depended upon how the hearer received God’s Word. It was 
nevertheless a factor in determining canonicity. 

 
At first, not all 27 books of the New Testament were universally accepted by the 
Church.  Those which were universally accepted at an early date are called 
Homologoumena (“acknowledged books”).  They included the 4 Gospels, Acts, the 13 
epistles of Paul (Romans to Philemon), and 1 Peter and 1 John.  The remaining seven 
books, called Autilegomena (“disputed books”), included Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 John, 3 
John, James, Jude, and Revelation.  There are three basic reasons why these books 
were not immediately accepted.  First, some were unknown to some churches.  Second, 
because some books (letters) were comparatively short, some church leaders did not 
consider them that important.  Third, the authorship of some books was obscure.  For 
these reasons, and others, it was not until the fourth century that Church leaders issued 
an official list.  It is interesting to note that the 20 Homologoumena (“acknowledged”) 
books were accepted as early as the second century, which constituted seven-eighths 
of the New Testament.  Some have computed it to be 7,029 verses out of the 7,959 
verses of the entire New Testament.  The entire Church was practically unanimous in 
the matter of the canonicity of the 27 books before the close of the fourth century.   
 
If you get nothing else from this section of the study, please get this:  Church councils 
did not create the New Testament canon.  They simply recognized at an official level 
what Christians had already accepted!  Nevertheless, the most important of these 
councils were:  the Council of Bishop Damascus at Rome – 382 A.D.; the Council of 
Hippo – 393 A.D.; the Councils of Carthage – 397 A.D. and 419 A.D.  It was decided at 
the Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) that only the canonical (accepted) books were to be 
read in the churches as “divine Scriptures.”  All of the major branches of Christianity, 
including Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Eastern Orthodox churches accepted only 
these 27 books as Scripture!  Of course, since then, there have been numerous 
translations of the Bible in almost every major language known today.  The first Bible 
that included both Old and New Testaments under one cover was printed in German in 
the 14th Century by Johannes Gutenberg, a German inventor of printing from movable 
type.  The earliest English translation was printed in the year 1611.  It is called the 
Authorized, or King James Version, named after the king who authorized its printing.  
Since that time there have been numerous English translations and paraphrases of the 
Bible (i.e., New King James Version, Revised Standard Version, New International 
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Version, The Living Bible, etc).  Translators simply use different words which are closer 
to the original meaning in the original language of those who wrote the Bible.  They also 
used different words and phrases to make the meaning clearer.  Chapter, verse 
subdivision, descriptive heading of chapters, italics, or sloping letters in the text did not 
exist in original manuscripts.  Division of chapters, which was for the greater ease of 
reading and quotation, was made in the 13th century by either Cardinal Hugo or 
Archbishop Langton.  At a later period, probably 1551, one Robert Stephens made the 
division into verses, which are very imperfect and sometimes greatly obscure the 
meaning.  The presence of italics is due to the fact that in many instances it was 
necessary to introduce words to make clear a meaning which could not be translated 
easily, or to supply deficiencies due to difference in languages.   
 
Principles for Understanding the Bible 
 
The Literal Principle:  Scripture should be understood in its literal, normal, and natural 
setting.  While the Bible contains figurative language, these symbols convey literal truth.  
In general, however, the Bible speaks in literal terms.  
Historical Principle:  We must interpret Scripture in its historical context.  In this way we 
can develop a proper contextual understanding of the original intent of Scripture.  Ask 
yourself, “What did the text mean to the people to whom it was first written?” 
Grammatical Principle:  This requires that we understand the basic grammatical 
structure of each sentence in the original language.  To whom do the pronouns refer?  
What is the tense of the main verb?  You will find that when you ask some simple 
questions the meaning of the text immediately becomes clearer. 
Synthesis Principle:  This is what the Reformers called the analogia scriptura.  It means 
that the Bible does not contradict itself.  If we arrive at an interpretation of a passage 
that seemingly contradicts a truth taught elsewhere in the Scriptures, our interpretation 
cannot be correct.  Scripture must be compared with Scripture to discover its full 
meaning.   
 
Errors to Avoid When Studying the Bible 
 
Do not draw any conclusions at the price of proper interpretation.  That is, do not make 
the Bible say what you want it to say.  The Bible was originally written in Greek, 
Hebrew, and Aramaic.  Understanding the meaning of a word or phrase in the original 
language can make a difference when interpreting a passage of Scripture.  Scripture 
must first be viewed in the context of the culture in which it was written.  For example, it 
is difficult to fully understand the Gospels without an understanding of first-century 
Jewish culture.  Acts and the book of the apostles (epistles) must be understood in light 
of Greek and Roman cultures.  A good Bible atlas is an invaluable reference tool that 
can help you comprehend the geography of those who put God’s Word into print.  Do 
not spiritualize the passage.  Interpret and understand the passage in its normal, literal, 
and historical grammatical sense.  Finally, bridge the history gap.  Unlike the writing of 
most world religions, the Bible contains the records of actual historical persons and 
events.  An understanding of Bible history will help place the people and events in the 
proper historical perspective.  A dictionary of the Bible or encyclopedia can help you do 
this. 
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Back to our original question, “How can one know what to believe in respect to God, 
faith, and eternity?”  The answer is by reading the Bible and trusting what you read.  It is 
God’s revelation of Himself to fallen humanity, His promise of salvation through the 
righteousness of His Son, Jesus, through faith.  The Bible is also God’s guide book in 
respect to eternity, holy conduct, and godly character.  From pages and pages of 
stories, commands, and promises, key principles begin to emerge that point us toward 
the spiritual values God holds dear.  These principles provide us with boundaries for 
holy living.   
 
Unless we know and follow Scripture, we are not equipped for making good decisions 
and doing the will of God.  Whether spelled out as outright commands, or given to us 
through the lives and circumstances of individuals, Biblical precepts apply to the people 
of God of all ages.  See Psalm 105:42-45; and Revelation 12:17.  That is because 
God’s commandments are a reflection of His nature and holiness.  And, since God does 
not change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17), His commandments and principles governing 
holy living, conduct, and eternity never change.  Furthermore, they can never be 
interpreted differently in a given situation.   
 
Therefore, our first fundamental belief is that the whole Bible is verbally inspired of God 
and is the revelation of God to humanity, the inerrant and infallible, authoritative rule of 
faith and conduct.  You should trust the Bible over all other sources on earth.  Until the 
living Word, Jesus, returns it is the only true Word of God.  
 

Belief #2 – One True God 
 
The Bible does not attempt to prove the existence of God.  Genesis, the first book in the 
Bible, begins by asserting that He is:  “In the beginning…God…”  Although the Bible 
does not attempt to argue a case for God’s existence, there are ample Biblical 
inferences to support such arguments.  Psalms 14:1 tells us that only a fool will say 
there is no God.  Hebrews 11:6 states emphatically that “anyone who comes to Him 
[God] must believe that He exists” (NIV).  In other words, we must believe God is a real 
personal God.  Not to believe that God is a real transcendent and immanent Deity 
causes one to fall into the false belief of pantheism, in which God and the universe are 
hopelessly confused.  Pantheism is the cultic belief that God is not a personality, but 
God and the universe are one and the same; that all laws, forces, and manifestations of 
the universe are God.  Hinduism is one of the many offshoots of the original pantheism 
belief that came out of ancient Babylon (via the Aryans of ancient Persia).  Buddhism is 
an offshoot of Hinduism.  All of the Eastern religions of today are in fact ultimately 
traceable to ancient Babylon where the post-Flood rebellion against God began.  These 
occult forces completely surrounded the land mass Israel would one day possess.  To 
the west of Palestine was the Egyptian mysteries known as the Mysteries of Osiris.  To 
the south were the Arabian Mysteries.  The chief idol there was called Allah.  To the 
west were the Babylonian and Persian Mysteries, known as the Mysteries of Semiramis 
and the Mithraic Mysteries (or Zoroastrianism).  To the north were the Assyrian and 
Phoenician Mysteries, including Baal worship.  Later on came the mysteries of Greece 
and Rome, referred to as the Mysteries of Eleusis, Dionysus, Bacchus, etc.  All of these 
cultic beliefs were basically the same.  None of them believed in the one true God.  It is 
critical that we believe in a real, personal God (transcendence), because it shows the 
difference between God and His created universe.    
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There is one true God who has revealed Himself as having always existed without any 
outside cause or agent bringing Him into being (Isaiah 43:10).  He is the Creator of 
heaven and earth (Genesis 1:1) and the One who redeems, saves, or rescues mankind 
from sin and its painful consequences (Isaiah 43:11).  
 
The Inner Nature of God  
 
God is spirit.  While God is a real personal God, He is also “spirit” (John 4:24).  He is 
“spirit” in the highest sense.  Had God a tangible body, He would be limited to one 
place.  Because He is spirit He fills heaven and earth.  God exists in nature, but He is 
not nature, nor is He bound by the laws of nature.  He is the source of all life and 
everything that is (Jeremiah 32:17).   
 
God is eternal and ever-living.  He has no beginning or end.  Eternity is a quality all its 
own over and above time.  There are two basic definitions for eternity.  The first is 
“without beginning or end.”  The other meaning is “perpetual; continuous, everlasting; 
life without end.”  “The first definition, “without beginning or end,” applies only to God.  
God has no beginning.  Created things (angels, universe, earth, heaven, etc.) are not 
eternal the way God is because they have a beginning.  Unlike the created order that is 
subject to time, God is outside of time.  Read Isaiah 57:15.  The reason Isaiah did not 
say God inhabited heaven is because heaven is a created place.  Created places 
cannot fully contain God.  While God sits on His throne in heaven, in the absolute 
sense, eternity, not heaven, is God’s dwelling place.   
 
God is infinite.  Everything about God is inconceivably and immeasurably great.  His 
essence fills heaven and earth.  “His understanding has no limit” (Psalms 147:5).  His 
wisdom is illimitable.  No tongue can fully express the infinitude of God’s love, nor any 
mind comprehend it (Ephesians 3:19).  He knows everything of the past, present, and 
future.  His power is unbounded, for there is nothing too hard for our God.  His care for 
us is an ocean, which swells higher than all the mountains of opposition.   
 
In addition to the inner nature of God, He bears special relationships to His creation.  
These are called the communicable attributes.  They can be divided into two categories:  
moral and natural. 
 
Moral Communicable Attributes of God 
 
God is good.  God’s goodness is underived because it is the essence of His eternal 
nature.  Read Psalms 31:19 and Psalms 116:12.  The goodness of God refers to the 
perfection of His nature.  God is not only good, but goodness itself.  The Bible is filled 
with descriptions of God’s goodness in relation to man by ascribing to Him such 
characteristics as love (1 John 4:8); loving kindness; faithfulness (Psalms 89:49); grace 
(Psalms 84:11); and mercy (Psalms 89:24).  As God is infinite in power from all eternity, 
so He was eternally good.  Because God is eternally and immutably good, He cannot be 
less good than He is.   
 
God is love.  Love is not merely one of God’s attributes.  God is the essence of love; it is 
His very nature.  Love is who God is (1 John 4:8).  “This is how God showed His love 
among us:  He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might love through 
Him” (1 John 4:9).  There is a depth to God’s love which none can fathom.  There is a 
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height to it which none can scale.  There is a length and breadth to it which defies 
measurement by any creature-standard.  There is nothing that you can do to cause God 
to love you any more than He already does.  God doesn’t love us because we love Him.  
God loves us while we are loveless.  Before the creation, He loved us (Ephesians 1:4).  
God’s love comes from Himself according to His own purposes (2 Timothy 1:9).  Love 
was God’s motive for creating us (Ephesians 1:4-5).  Ancient Israel was called into 
existence as a nation because of the love of God (Deuteronomy 7:7-8).  Read 
Ephesians 2:4-5.  The word “great” in this passage is parallel with the “God so loved” of 
John 3:16.  It tells us that the love of God is so transcendent it cannot be estimated.  
Our love for others is an indication God lives in us (1 John 4:7).  “We love because He 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  Love is not a matter of sentiment alone but practical 
concern, blessing, prayer, and positive wishes for well-being extended to friend and 
enemy alike (Matthew 5:44).  The greatest act of God’s love is displayed in the drama of 
redemption for both friend and enemy alike!  See Romans 5:8.   
 
God is holy.  God is independently, infinitely, immutably holy (Exodus 15:11; 1 Peter 
1:15-16; Revelation 15:4).  God makes vows based on His holiness (Psalms 89:35; 
Psalms 145:17).  Why?  It is because God’s holiness demands God keep His word.  Not 
only can God not sin, He cannot tempt us to do so (James 1:13).  Nothing but that 
which is pure can proceed from the Almighty.  Holiness is the rule of all His actions.  At 
the beginning, He pronounced all that He made as “very good” (Genesis 1:31), which 
He could not have done if He had not been 100 percent holy.  The holiness of God 
evokes awe, for He is holy! 
 
God is righteous.  It is God’s righteousness that demands justice for the sinner.  God is 
a righteous Judge--totally fair and just.  From God’s righteous nature comes attributes of 
justice, truth, and righteous anger.  It is necessary for justice and truth to be served by 
the exhibition of holy anger against sin.  Yet, at the same time, God’s love yearns to 
redeem sinful humanity.  It is at the Cross of Christ that God’s wrath and love come 
together.  If you start looking at yourself to determine what God thinks about you, you 
are going to lose all hope that God can ever help you.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
not a revelation of your faults.  It is a revelation of the righteousness of Christ in you.  
Christ, not angels, escorts us into the Father’s presence for eternity (Revelation 21:3-7; 
22:3-5).  When that day comes, we will no longer be clothed with the rags of humanity 
that cover our shame (Isaiah 64:6), but with the righteousness of Christ (Romans 4:5; 
Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). 
 
God is immutable.  This means God does not change (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 1:12).  
Because God does not change, He can be depended upon to keep His word.  Two 
important words recur repeatedly in Psalms 89, which describes God’s dependability.  
They are faithfulness (hesed) and truth (emeth).   
 
Natural Communicable Attributes of God 
 
God is omnipotent.  That is, God is all-powerful.  This attribute is important because it 
means that God is powerful enough to keep His promises (Word).   
God has the power and freedom to do all that is consistent with His nature (Isaiah 
40:15).  If God is all-powerful, why doesn’t He destroy Satan?  God’s government rests 
on love.  The moral foundation of the universe is based on reason, love, and justice.  If 
God ever chose to act arbitrarily and exercise superior force, there would be a danger 
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that He would have to rule by fear rather than love.  What He wants are people who 
love and serve Him voluntarily, not merely because they are afraid of Him.  When God 
allows Satan a certain amount of leeway, He is permitting the exercise of free will on the 
part of one of His created beings.  He is carrying forth a drama on earth that is cosmic in 
nature, whereby people, created in the image of God, freely choose to serve Him.  If 
God just reached out with His power and struck Satan, other created beings could say 
He did it because He could not win by love, and so He had to resort to force and fear.  
God’s plan for the triumph of love over hate is breathtaking.  God placed on earth a 
being, man, who was made in God’s image.  Then, He permitted Satan to tempt man, 
and man gave in to bring about his down downfall.  Then, before all of the angels in 
heaven, the drama of redemption unfolded whereby God Himself sent His Son to die for 
fallen and undeserving man.  Satan is a tool of God’s love in the sense that he forces us 
to see God’s loving patience.  God did not cause Satan to rebel just so we could have a 
better picture of His love.  Satan sinned willingly because of pride.  He thought his 
wisdom exceeded that of God’s (Isaiah 14:12-15; 1 Timothy 3:6).  We must always 
remember that the devil and God are not coequal (Ezekiel        28:13-19).  The devil is a 
created being and God can do with him whatever He pleases (Revelation 20:7-10).  
When God is through with the devil, He will put him in the lake of fire for all of eternity 
(Revelation 20:10).   
 
God is omnipresent.  This means that God is not limited by space or time; He     is 
present everywhere at the same time.  God is present to His creatures in manifold, 
wonderful ways, loving and caring for even the sparrow that falls (Matthew 6:25-29).   
 
God is omniscient.  This means that God is all seeing.  He sees everything.  Absolutely 
nothing escapes His notice (1Timothy 5:24-25; Hebrews 4:13). Our Lord sees the 
beginning and end as one.  God even knows our thoughts (Ezekiel 11:5).  God knows 
our needs even before we do!  God views reality from a different perspective than do 
we.  We see things in a stream of consciousness.  Life is for us a flow along a time line, 
with a procession of things future into the present, and back into the past.  All events, 
both past and future, are available to God as eternal now and as personal knowledge 
(Romans 8:27-28; 1 Corinthians 3:20).   
 
If God knows everything and has the ability to control everything, then how can we have 
free will?  Doesn’t God have to work it all out in advance?  The answer is no!  God’s 
foreknowledge could be likened to a motion picture.  If we watch a movie we see the 
frames in sequence, so it looks like Act 2 follows Acts 1 and 3.  But if you were to take 
that same piece of film and hang it up on the wall, you could see the end, the beginning, 
and the middle all at once.  You really would not have to control the action in order to 
see what was going to happen.  In an imperfect sense this illustrates how God’s 
foreknowledge and our free will can coexist.  Yet, there are dimensions of life that are 
beyond our understanding.  The concept of predestination and foreknowledge, as 
opposed to free will, make up one of those dimensions.  If we say, it is all up to 
humanity, we would be making a mistake, because that is not the case.  If, on the other 
hand, we say, “It does not matter what we do, because God has prearranged it all 
anyway,” we are wrong.  Our theology is lopsided if we fail to include the reality of free 
will and predestination together.  You can liken it to a basketball game consisting of 
visible and invisible players.  The ones who make the points are the visible players.  
The ones who are blocking the opposing team, passing the ball, and moving it down the 
court to set up the shot are the invisible players.  From the sideline it looks like those 
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making the points (visible players) are controlling the game.  In actuality, the invisible 
players are controlling the action by blocking, controlling the ball, passing on the ball to 
the other players, etc.  In this analogy, the visible players represent man’s free will, 
while the invisible players represent God’s Spirit, angels, and demons.  Visible and 
invisible forces are working and interacting together.   
 
Another question that is often asked is, “How can God know who will be lost and allow 
that person to be lost.”  God’s foreknowledge does not predetermine individual choices.  
He has chosen not to violate the individual free will in respect to eternal life.  In 
Ephesians 1:3-14, we have the outline of the panorama of predetermined world history, 
but this glimpse into the predestination of the course of the universe does not rule out 
the “islands of freedom” God has reserved for the personal choices of free people.   
 
What is predestination?  This is a term that refers to God’s advance determination that 
something will happen in accordance with His fixed purpose.  Although the noun 
predestination is never used in Scripture, the verb predestinate is used four times 
(Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1:5, 11) and refers to God’s determination that the 
Christian will be blessed as a result of salvation.  God’s choice of individuals who would 
be saved is referred to by the word election.  Election and predestination are seemingly 
opposite concepts.  But they are not.  First, God is sovereign in the universe, and is in 
complete control of human events and the lives of individuals.  If that were not so, He 
would not be sovereign, and thus, would not be God.  Second, God has given people a 
freedom of choice to do as they will.  We are accountable for our own actions.  No one 
can be blamed when we sin but us.  Before creating anything, God decided to accept 
only those who would believe in and accept His Son Jesus (Romans 3:25-26).  Election 
involves three basic truths. 
 
1. Election is only through the blood of Christ.  Ephesians 1:7, “In Him we have 

redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins…”  Before the world was 
created, God decided that redemption for the human race would only come through 
the woman’s seed, Jesus (Genesis 3:15; Romans 5:12-17; 1 Corinthians 2:7-8). 

 
2. The election occurs only in union with Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 1:4, “He chose us in 

Him.”  Ephesians 1:13, “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 
word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in 
Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.”  No, God does not send people to hell; 
He permits them to choose eternal destiny for themselves.  Christ’s blood doesn’t 
benefit a person unless he or she trusts in Him (John 8:24)!  The predestined will of 
God is like a ship.  Salvation is the ship.  Christ is the Captain and Pilot of the ship.  
All who desire to be a part of this elect ship and its Captain can do so through a 
living faith in Christ, by which they come on board the ship.  As long as they are on 
the ship, in company with the ship’s Captain, they are among the elect or saved 
(concept taken from Footnote, Full Life Study Bible, page 1,825).  Election is always 
in union with Christ.   
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3. The election includes believers being adopted into the family of God and being 
treated as holy and blameless.  Adoption is the act of God, whereby the believer is 
given full privileges of fellowship, heirship, and future glory (Ephesians 1:3-6).  It is 
through justification by faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) that God is able to do this (Ephesians 
1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Ephesians 5:25-27; Judges 24-25; Romans 3:26; and 
Hebrews 10:14).  Being one of God’s adopted children is the highest privilege one 
can experience in life (John 1:12).  First John 3:1, "How great is the love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!" 

 
God is Sovereign   
 
God is under obligation to no one.  He is a law unto Himself, acting always according to 
His own imperial pleasure.  Should all the denizens of heaven and all of the inhabitants 
of earth join together in revolt against God, it would cause Him no uneasiness.  It would 
have less effect upon His eternal and unassailable throne than has the spray of the 
Mediterranean’s waves upon the towering Rock of Gibraltar.  Scripture teaches that 
when the rulers of the earth gather together against God and His Christ, the enthroned 
God in heaven simply laughs (Psalms 2:2-4; 115:3).  Inanimate matter and irrational 
creatures all perform their Maker’s bidding.  At God’s pleasure, the Red Sea divided and 
its waters stood up as walls (Exodus 14).  At God’s bidding, the earth opened her mouth 
and guilty rebels went down alive into the earth (Numbers 16).  The sun stood still when 
the Creator so ordered (Joshua 10); and, on another occasion it went backward 10 
degrees (Isaiah 38:8).  To exemplify His supremacy, the Maker of the universe made 
ravens carry food to Elijah (1 Kings 17), iron to swim on top of the water   (2 Kings 6:5), 
lions to be tamed when Daniel was placed into their den, and prevented fire from 
burning the three Hebrews wh0 were thrown into its flames.  Thus, “the Lord does 
whatever pleases Him in the heavens and on the earth, in the sea and all their depths” 
(Psalms 135:6).   
 
The absolute sovereignty and universal supremacy of God is affirmed with equal 
plainness in the New Testament.  We are told that God “works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of His will” (Ephesians 1:11).  Romans 11:36 states, “For 
from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.”  People may boast that they are 
free agents and are at liberty to do as they please, but the Apostle James says 
otherwise:  “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.’  Instead, you ought to say, ‘If 
it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’” (James 4:13, 15)!  Proverbs 16:9, “In 
his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.”  Our lives are 
neither the product of blind fate nor the result of chance, but every detail is divinely 
ordained from all eternity by our living and reigning God.  Not a hair of our heads can be 
touched without His permission.  That is because our God reigns supreme.  The 
absolute and universal supremacy and sovereignty of God is plainly and positively 
affirmed in the following passages:  1 Chronicles 29:11-12; 2 Chronicles 20:6; Job 
23:13; Proverbs 21:30.   
 
A question that often arises is why there is sin in the world if God is sovereign.  The 
answer lies in the self-limiting power of God.  He created humans and angels with the 
integrity of moral choice.  While there are exceptions found in the Bible, God does not 
normally invade the freedom of the individual’s personal will.  Ultimately, one must 
acknowledge that God, who allows for personal freedom, is still Lord of history.  He is in 
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complete control of the destiny of the universe.  The entire book of Revelation, together 
with important passages in Daniel and Ezekiel, clearly reveal this fact.  But, in the 
interim, He has, for reasons known best to Him, permitted freedom of individual choice 
and the sin that this permits.   
 
Revelation of God Through His Names 
 
Romans 1:29 indicates that the existence of God may be known by all through general 
revelation (i.e., creation).  To fully know the nature of God, however, we must turn to the 
Scriptures.  Throughout the Bible, God reveals Himself to us in a variety of ways.  One 
of those ways is through His names.  God’s names reveal His natural attributes, which 
form an important feature of His communicable attributes.  Read Revelation 4:8.  Two 
separate names for God are mentioned in this one passage:  “Lord God Almighty” is 
God’s name for the Hebrew word Elohim.  El is the singular form for God and occurs 
about 250 times in the Bible.  This name emphasizes the idea of strength (see Genesis 
14:18-22).  In the plural form, El becomes Elohim, which occurs over 2,000 times.  
Elohim describes the plural nature of God (see Genesis 1:26; 3:22) and basically means 
“Almighty or Almighty God who is full of Deity” or “God-very God.”  It is also God’s name 
for greatness and glory.  This description depicts God’s creative power and providential 
care of the universe, containing the idea of creative and governing power of 
omnipotence and sovereignty.   
 
“Who was, and is, and is to come” in Revelation 4:8 is God’s name for the Hebrew word 
Jehovah or Yahweh.  Occurring some 6,823 times, Jehovah is the name most 
frequently used for God in the Old Testament; probably because it is God’s covenant-
keeping name (Malachi 3:6).  Jehovah is derived from the Hebrew verb havah, which 
means “to be” or “being.”  Jehovah basically means the being who is absolutely self-
existent and the one who in Himself possesses essential life, permanent existence.  The 
name Jehovah tells us that God has always existed, is eternal, and unchangeable 
(Psalms 102:27; Isaiah 43:10-11).  Jehovah also expresses God’s high moral attributes 
in which man was created.  Man was created in the moral image and righteous 
attributes of Jehovah.  It is through these attributes that God holds us accountable.  In 
the Bible, different compound names were employed by the name Jehovah to express 
the different covenant relationships God has with His people.  For example, Jehovah-
rapha is “the Lord that heals” (Exodus 15:26).  Jehovah-nissi is “the Lord our banner” 
(Exodus 17:8-15).  Jehovah-shalom is “the Lord our peace” (Judges 6:24).  Jehovah-ra-
ah is “the Lord our shepherd” (Psalms 23:1).  The one who forgives is denoted by 
Jehovah-tsidkenu, “the Lord our righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6).  Genesis 22:14 
presents Jehovah-jireh, “the Lord who provides.”  The name Jehovah is always 
translated “LORD” in capitals to distinguish it from another Hebrew word, Adonai, also 
translated Lord.  Adonai is usually always in the plural and possessive to provide man 
with the concept of the Triune Godhead. 
 
Now, let’s see how the name Elohim and Jehovah come into play.  Elohim is used 
extensively from Genesis 1:1 to 2:4, when the special account of the creation of man 
and God’s special relationship to man are distinguished from that of the lower creation.  
After that, the name Jehovah is used.  The reason the Holy Spirit, the author of the 
Bible, switched from Elohim to Jehovah was to reveal God’s essential moral and 
spiritual attributes to rational humanity.  As Jehovah, God comes into communion with 
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the one whom He has made in His image, man.  Until then, the Biblical narrative is 
concerned only with the general account of the entire creation in relation to the Almighty 
(Elohim).  What is interesting is that in the Garden of Eden when the serpent tempted 
Eve to disobey he did not use Jehovah, nor did Eve mention it in her reply back to the 
serpent.  Satan used the name Elohim (Almighty God; Genesis 3:1-4), and for good 
reason.  If he had used God’s name Jehovah it is possible Eve would not have 
disobeyed God’s Word (Genesis 36-7)!  For, as Jehovah God, the Creator places man 
under moral obligations with a warning of punishment for disobedience.  The reason 
Adam and Eve hid themselves when they heard the voice of Jehovah in the garden is 
twofold.  First, it was because they felt shame.  Second, they knew Jehovah would 
demand an accounting of their actions (Genesis 4:9-11).   
 
The Solitariness of God 
 
It’s important that we think of God in terms of being absolutely self-existent, one who in 
Himself possesses essential life and permanent existence.  There was a time, if “time” it 
could be called, when in unity of His nature (though subsisting equally in three Divine 
Persons), God dwelt alone.  “In the beginning… God” (Genesis 1:1).  There was no 
heaven where His glory is now particularly manifested.  There was no earth to engage 
His attention.  There were no angels to sing His praises; no universe to be upheld by 
the word of His power.  There was nothing, no one, but God; not for a day, a year, or an 
age, but from everlasting God was alone.  From eternity the Creator was self-contained, 
self-sufficient, and self-satisfied; in need of nothing.  Had a universe, angels, or human 
beings been necessary to God in any way, they also would have been called into 
existence from all eternity.  When they were created they essentially added nothing to 
God’s essence or glory (Malachi 3:6).  God’s essential glory can be neither augmented 
nor diminished by the creation.  Furthermore, the Lord God was under no constraint, no 
necessity to create.  Doing so was purely a sovereign act on His part, caused by 
nothing outside Himself, determined by nothing but His own mere good pleasure 
(Ephesians 1:5, 9).  That is because He works all things after the counsel of His own will 
(Ephesians 1:11).  What God did create was out of love and for His manifestative glory 
(Ephesians 1:4-5; Revelation 4:11).  Nehemiah 9:5, “Blessed be your glorious name, 
and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise.” (My emphasis)  This tells us that 
God does not gain even from our worship.  He is in no need of external glory from His 
redeemed.  He is glorious enough in Himself without our praise and worship.  What was 
it that moved God to predestine His elect to the praise of the glory of His grace?  It was, 
as Ephesians 1:5 states, “according to the good pleasure of His will.”  At the end of 
Romans 11, where the Apostle Paul brings to a close his long argument on salvation by 
pure and sovereign grace, he asks, “Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has 
been His counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him” (verses 
34-35).  The meaning is simple.  It is impossible to bring the Almighty under obligation 
to anyone.  When we do God’s will, “we are unworthy servants; we have only done our 
duty” (Luke 17:10).  Our obedience adds nothing to God in His essential being and 
glory.  God will always be God whether we obey Him or not.  There is coming a day 
when God will hold us accountable for our attitudes, beliefs, and actions.  The only way 
one can experience Jehovah’s eternal life is by believing in and follow-ing Jesus Christ 
in Biblical righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4:23-24).   
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Tri-unity of God 
 
God has further revealed himself as a single Being (Deuteronomy 6:4), consisting of 
three interrelated persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:22).  
There are no adequate analogies to aid us in understanding the mystery of the 
Godhead or Tri-unity of God.  The plurality of God was the very first doctrine 
systematically dealt with by Church leaders following the period of the apostles.  Church 
history contains the tragic stories of groups which failed to do adequate justice to the 
concept of God in three persons.  About the middle of the third century, two kinds of 
heresies emerged:  Sabellianism and Arianism, named after their originators.  Sabellius, 
in an attempt to avoid the possibility of teaching that there were Gods, set fourth the 
idea that there was only one God with one personality, but that He manifested Himself 
in three different modes.  First, there was God the Father, the Creator.  Then, God 
manifested Himself as Son.  Finally, He manifests Himself as Spirit.  God, for Sabellius, 
was just exhibiting three different “masks” (I wonder how he explained Matthew 3:17?).  
A modern form of this heresy erupted in Pentecostal circles about 1915, assuming the 
nicknames of “Jesus Only” or “oneness.”  It is an offshoot of Sabellianism 
(Unitarianism).  “Jesus Only” people usually advocate that unless one speaks with 
tongues, he or she is not really saved.  This grows out of the confusion respecting 
divine persons, failing to distinguish the redemption provided for us in Christ and the 
anointing made available through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Arius, in 325 A.D., went to the other extremes, emphasizing so much the distinction 
between the persons in the Godhead that he, in effect, divided the Godhead into three 
distinct essences (natures).  The result was subordination, not only of relationship, but 
of nature, for both the Son and the Holy Spirit.  There is a kind of subordination within 
the Godhead, but not of nature.  Arianism led to the reduction of Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit to a position less than full Deity.  Arius denied the eternal Sonship of Christ, 
considering Him to have come into existence at some point subsequent to the Father.  
The Holy Spirit was said to have come into existence through the operation of the 
Father and the Son, making Him even less Deity.  Sadly to say, there are still those in 
leadership within the universal church who hold to the heresy that neither the Son nor 
the Spirit are in the fullest sense Deity.   
 
The following passages refute both Sabellianism and Arianism:  John 1:1-3; 14:9-11, 
15-16, 26; 15:26; 16:13-16, 23-28; 17:1-5, 18, 23; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 
13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; Hebrews 10:7-17.  Why so much confusion over the Godhead?  
For one thing, this is a unique doctrine.  But the primary reason for much 
misunderstanding is the use of the term “trinity.”  A wrong choice of words can cause 
much confusion, as it has done in this instance.  The word trinity was coined to refer to 
the plurality of God, and yet maintain the thought of unity.  Unfortunately, it was a well-
intended but ill-advised choice.  Trinity means three.  As a result, many non-Christians 
assume we believe in three Gods, not one.  That is why we prefer to use the term “Tri-
unity.”  Tri-unity conveys the Biblical concept that God is one, but at the same time 
consists of three identifiable and distinct, though not separate, persons or personalities 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  None of these three distinct personalities is God 
without the others and each with all the others is God.  While it is beyond our ability to 
experience, or in many respects even to comprehend this phenomenon fully, it is, 
nonetheless, the Biblical position.   
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Deuteronomy 6:4 states, “Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  The 
Jews call this passage the Shema.  The word Shema is the first Hebrew word in this 
passage and means “hear.”  The accepted premise among Jews is that this is saying 
that God is indivisibly one.  Consequently, they cannot believe in this person, Jesus, 
whom Christians claim to be God.  However, a careful examination of this passage 
show that the Shema is one of the strongest statements in support of the tri-unity of God 
found in the entire Bible.  The last word of the Shema is echad, which is translated into 
English as the word “one.”  This is a compound-unity noun, a noun which demonstrates 
oneness or unity, but at the same time contains several entities.  Here are some 
examples.  In Genesis 1:5, Moses used this word when he described the first day of 
creation.  This “one” day or “first” day is the Hebrew word echad.  The one day referred 
to both light and darkness--evening and morning.  In Genesis 2:14, God revealed what 
was necessary for a successful marriage.  He instructed the husband and the wife to 
become “one flesh,” indicating that those two persons should be joined in perfect 
harmony as a unit.  Here again, the word “one” is echad.  It is used in Numbers 13 
where Moses recorded the account of the 12 Hebrew spies who went to view the land of 
Canaan.  According to verse 23, they paused at Eshcol to “cut down a branch with one 
cluster of grapes…”  The word “cluster” is our word echad.  Obviously, this single cluster 
of grapes consisted of more than one grape.  Thus, we have an example of the tri-unity 
of God.  The point is clear.  The Hebrew word echad is used to indicate oneness in a 
compound sense. 
 
As is aforesaid stated, plurality is found in the names of God.  In our English Bibles the 
translators capitalized “g” in God when transmitting the Hebrew names for God, El and 
Elohim.  Both of these nouns are actually the same word.  El is the singular form; 
Elohim is plural.  El means “the all-powerful almighty One.”  Elohim means “the Fullness 
of Deity” or “God-Very God!”  Of particular importance is that of the 2,750 times these 
words are used in the Old Testament, Elohim, the plural form for God, is employed in 
2,500 cases!  Here are some examples of how the Hebrew word Elohim is used to 
describe God.  Moses used Elohim when relaying the Ten Commandments from God to 
Israel.  In Exodus 20:2-3, God declares, “I am the LORD [Jehovah] your God [Elohim or 
Gods}…You shall have no other gods before me.”  In these two verses, “God” and 
“gods” are identical Hebrew words.  Both are the word Elohim.  The variance in 
translations of this passage comes to us because translators, while giving “gods” its 
proper plural form, chose in the other case to render Elohim in the singular.  
Grammatically, it would be equally acceptable to say, “I am the LORD your Gods.  You 
shall have no other gods before me.”   
 
The account of the creation provides a prime example of the plurality of God expressed 
through the Hebrew word Elohim.  The name is used some 32 times in reference to 
God’s creative work of forming the heavens and the earth.  Genesis 1:26, “Then God 
[Elohim} said, ‘Let us [Elohim} make man in our image, in our likeness…’”  Notice that 
the plurality (“us” and “our”) is fused with singular terms (“image” and “likeness”), 
thereby displaying what we might call a unity in plurality.  Reinforcement of this truth is 
provided in Genesis 3:22-23:  “And the LORD God said, ‘the man has now become like 
one of us, knowing good and evil…  “Like one of us” is the personal plural pronoun.  
Let’s consider one final example.  Genesis 11:7 states, “Come, let us go down and 
confuse their language so they will not understand each other.  So the LORD scattered 
them from there over all the earth…”  Once more, the plural personal pronoun “us” is 
used, followed by a reference to God.  Once an understanding of the compound unity of 
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God is established in Scripture it is logical to accept God consisting in three persons.  
The "three-in-one personalities" of God are expressed throughout the New Testament:  
Mark 12:29; John 1:1, 14; 10:15; 14:5-11; 5:17-18; 10:15; 11:25-27; 16:13-15; 16:8; 
17:1, 18, 23-25; 20:28; Acts 5:3-4, Romans 8:2, 26-27, 1 Corinthians 2:10-11; 13:14, 
Galatians 3:20; Ephesians 4:4-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; and Hebrews 9:14; 10:5-8; 
Revelation 23:22.   
 
Let me reiterate, the three Persons (personalities) of the Godhead are not three gods, 
nor three separate independent beings.  Nor, are the Person of God three parts or 
expressions of God.  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit possess attributes that can only 
be true of God.  Each member of the Godhead is coequal, co-eternal, and of one 
substance.  Yes, God in three persons is a mystery.  But, like so many other Biblical 
truths, the Hoy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, helps our weakness and human inability (1 
Corinthians 2:13-14).  We here in Niceville Assembly of God humbly recognize that 
within the Godhead, God exists equally in essential being, attributes, power and glory, 
mutual communion in knowledge, and interrelationship as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
There was never a time when God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy 
Spirit did not exist as God!  How great is our wonderful God!   
 

Belief #3 – The Deity of Jesus Christ  
 
It is extremely important that we understand the Deity of Jesus Christ.  There are those 
who say, “Jesus became God when the Holy Spirit came upon Him.”  That is not what 
the Bible teaches.  While it is true that in order to complete His earthly sacrificial 
mission, He became human by being born of a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31, 35).  But He was fully God before and after the incarnation.  
Read John 1:1-2; Hebrews 1:3; 1 John 4:9.  Christ has always been the essence of 
God, equal with the Father (Colossians 1:15).  The Scriptures declare Christ’s… 
 
(1)  Virgin birth (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31). 
(2)  Sinless life (Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22; 3:10). 
(3)  Miracles (Acts 2:22; 10:38). 
(4)  Substitutionary death on the Cross (1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21).  
(5)  Bodily resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39; 1 Corinthians 15:4). 
(6)  Exaltation to the right hand of the Father (Acts 1:9, 11; 2:33; Philippians    2:9-11; 
Hebrews 1-3).   
 
What part does the Virgin Mary play in the plan of salvation?  None!  There are some 
who teach that the Virgin Mary is a co-redemptress; that she assists people in attaining 
salvation because she has special access to God.  These are very well-meaning 
people, but the Bible differs with that view.  The Bible teaches, in the writings of the 
apostle Paul, “There is one God and one mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus…” (Timothy 2:5).  Acts 4:12, Salvation is found in no one else.”  One time 
Jesus was in a house ministering and teaching.  There was such a large crowd outside 
that it was impossible for Mary and Jesus’ brothers to get in.  Word was sent to Him, 
“Look, Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with you.”  
Jesus pointed to His disciples and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  For 
whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother” 
(Matthew 12:46-50).  In this statement the Lord elevates all who love Him to the status 
of being His “immediate family.”  He was laying claim to a larger family.  If Mary had 
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some mediator role or special place in the kingdom, Jesus would have at least shown 
here special favor here or mentioned it elsewhere in Scripture.  He didn’t!  Because she 
gave birth to Jesus the Messiah (Savior), Mary is blessed among all women (Luke 2:42-
45).  But, our Lord has ascended and reigns over His Church, together with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, not with Mary!  While we are called upon to honor Mary for her act 
of faith by being greatly used of God, there is nothing in the Bible to indicate that Mary 
has any special claim on Christ or any role in our salvation!  The supernatural birth of 
Jesus, His sinless life, and His working of miracles all gave proof that He is the divine 
son of God who came to earth in human form to give Himself as the ultimate sacrifice 
for our sins.  No death of a natural human could provide forgiveness of sin (salvation) 
for the entire human race.   
 
As a member of the Triune Godhead, Christ is eternal--He does not have a beginning or 
an end.  Yet, at His conception by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb, Jesus became a 
flesh-and-blood man, with all that entails, except for sin.  When Jesus died on the 
Cross, it was not an allusion.  He really died.  He suffered as anyone else would suffer.  
He became tired and hungry.  He was not some superman, free from pain and 
discomfort.  The Bible says that He was tempted in like manner as we are, yet without 
sin (Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus was both God and man in one body.  Heaven and earth 
come together in this most wonderful of all member of the Triune Godhead (Philippians 
2:5-8; Hebrews 1:8-12; 2:14-18; 4:14-16).  Colossians 2:9, “For in Christ all the fullness 
of the Deity lives in bodily form.”  Our Lord is eternal.  He is omnipresent.  He is 
omniscient.  He has all the divine attributes of God the Father, yet He fully shared in our 
humanity, except for sin.  
 
John 1:18, in the original text, describes Christ as “the only begotten God.”   
The concept expressed by “begotten” does not imply inferiority in any way, but a 
relationship in which the Son eternally proceeds from the Father.  Jesus Himself 
acknowledged His Deity, at least by inference (John 14:9; 16:28, 17:5, 24).  Christ’s 
apostles recognized Him to be the Son of God (Matthew 16:16; John 20:28).  Even 
“doubting Thomas” was convinced of the divinity of Jesus Christ at his dramatic 
encounter in John 20:28.  The greatest testimony of Christ’s Deity, however, was given, 
not by man, but by the Father Himself.  While Jesus is being baptized by John the 
Baptist at the Jordan River, a voice from heaven states, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with Him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
 
Read John 1:1-2.  This passage tells us that before time began, Jesus eternally 
coexisted with the Father and the Spirit as the Living Word.  The use of the term “Word” 
is significant.  It reveals that Christ is the chief agency of the Godhead for expressing 
the divine will.  Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us that Christ is the fullest revelation of God to man.  
From the beginning, Christ, the very expression of the Triune Godhead, has been 
actively disclosing God to fallen humanity.  Wonder of wonders, when world conditions 
favored His appearing (Galatians 4:4) the Living Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among humanity.  But, prior to that great coming of God into human history, the Word 
was eternally in existence, functioning as the Revealer of God.  When the preincarnate 
Christ appeared to Old Testament believers, He did it as the Revealer of God.  The 
“angel of the Lord” in Genesis 21:17-20; 48:16; and Exodus 23:20 is clearly identified as 
deity, yet distinguished from God the Father.  Genesis 48:16 specifically refers to the 
heavenly messenger as Redeemer!  Such Old Testament manifestations of Christ point 
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forward to the incarnation when He would come to live among people and reveal the 
Father to lost humanity.   
 
Think about it.  Christ let go of His privileges and glory in heaven in order that we might 
be saved (Philippians 2:6-8).  Being conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20; Luke 
1:35) Christ, was fully God when He was born as a baby in a manager.  He was also 
fully man.  However, Christ was not mere man.  From Mary, our Lord inherited an 
ordinary human body and a rational soul.  But, He was different and distinct from other 
humans in that He was born not as sinful flesh, but only in the likeness of sinful flesh 
(Romans 8:3).  In other words, Christ was born a human without sin.  This is the first 
time that ever happened since the fall of man.  The reason Jesus was born without any 
sin in His body was because Adam’s disobedience (fall) did not affect His body.  That is 
because He came from heaven!  Christ came as the Second or Last Adam.  The First 
Adam was only a living being who brought us death.  Christ was a life-giving spirit who 
brought us eternal life (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45-49; John 3:16).  Not only was Jesus 
born without any sin, He never sinned once during His lifetime (Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 
2:22; 3:10).  Because He remained sinless, he qualified as the “Lamb of God” (John 
1:29)…as God’s “sin offering” (Romans 8:3).   
 
Jesus is the anointed, appointed, approved, virgin-born, sinless Son of God;   Savior, 
Redeemer, Messiah, and soon coming King.  In the position of the Son of Man, Christ 
entered a human body and has a birthday.  But as the Son of God and member of the 
Triune Godhead, our Lord doesn’t have a birthday!  That is because He is God and God 
is from everlasting to everlasting (Psalms 90:1-2; 102:12; Isaiah 57:15).  The doctrine of 
the Person and Deity of Christ is of utmost importance to the Christian faith, for only in 
Him do we find our true Savior and the foundation of the Christian faith (John 3:16; John 
14:6).   
 
While church creeds and doctrines may point the way to Christ, He is not an idea or 
creed.  He is a Person.  Our Lord is the eternal Son of God.  In Him all things exist 
(Colossians 1:17).  Not only was everything created by Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:16), 
they were created for His pleasure Revelation 4:11).  And, it is He who is holding 
everything together (Colossians 1:20).  Isn’t this amazing that the Creator of all things, 
the one whom all things were created for, by whom all things are being held together, 
would now reconcile all things in heaven and earth through His death on the Cross.   
 
Christ, the Son of God, sits next to His Father in heaven and can be found by all who 
seek Him.  Seek the Jesus of history and you’ll respect Him; seek the glorified living 
Jesus of the present and you’ll find unspeakable joy that is full of glory; but seek the 
Lord of eternity and you’ll find hope and life everlasting!  If we fail to see the eternal 
majesty and supremacy of Christ, it will rob us of the strength and comfort that come 
from fellowshipping with the risen and living Lord. 
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Belief #4 - Man and His Fall 
 
A good beginning point for this portion of our study might be to ask the question, “What 
is man?”  The Book of Psalms provides two perspectives concerning humanity.  The 
first one is found in Psalm 8:4-5:  “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of 
man that you care for him?  You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glory and honor.”  The word for “heavenly being” is translated “angels” 
in the Old King James Version of the Bible.  Neither of these translations provides a 
correct understanding of this passage.  A better translation might be, “For you made him 
a little lower than God [Elohim].”  The perspective of the Psalmist with regard to man is 
from his relationship to God.  While redeemed humanity will not physically realize this 
lofty position until after the great Tribulation takes place (Revelation 19-21), a sharp 
distinction between man and the rest of creation is evident in Scripture.  The second 
perspective of man is found in Psalm 144:3-4:  “O LORD, what is man that you care for 
him, the son of man that you think of him?  Man is like a breath; his days are like a 
fleeting shadow.”  This view of man discloses that, apart from God, man is but a frail 
creature in dire peril.  Thus, between these two important views of man--one which sees 
him as a special object of God’s creative genius and interest, the other which sees him 
as he is apart from God’s sustaining power--the realistic Biblical account of the man is 
cast.  All non-Biblical views of man are either too high or too low.  The Bible depicts 
man as he is in reality.   
 
Where did man come from and how did he come to be?  The evolutionists want us to 
believe that a tiny one cell creature crawled from the sea upon land and over millions of 
years evolved into an ape-like creature.  Evolution visualizes the first man as being 
barely a man, and thus the lowest of his order.  God’s Word gives us a completely 
different picture of man’s origin.  Mankind was created good and upright.  The Genesis 
account of the creation is a “common sense” reporting of events and information in 
language appropriate to the people of the ancient Near East.  And, remarkably, in spite 
of the span of millennia, the language of Genesis still conveys the essential information 
we need in spite of our sophisticated, scientifically-oriented culture!  
 
Genesis 1 sets forth the fact of man’s creation.  In Genesis 2, the manner of that 
creation is described.  Genesis 1:27-28 describes the first man as being the choicest 
specimen of the entire creation.  Man stands out as radically different from the highest 
of animals, constituting a distinctive species.  (In other words, man did not evolve from 
animals, but rather he was created in the image of God.)  But the Bible does not give us 
all the details of how God brought man about, only that “the LORD God formed the man 
from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being” (Genesis 2:7).  The Bible is prescientific in its categories and 
language, but it is not untrue nor is it “mythical” as the evolutionists assert.  It is God’s 
Word, and we should believe it.  After all, science is but a system of classifying 
empirical data.  Science has nothing to say of origins.  This is the message of God’s 
Word.  True science and the Bible are not at odds.  Scripture repeatedly emphasizes 
the fact of the creation of man:  “God created man on the earth” (Deuteronomy 4:32); 
“…let us kneel before the LORD our Maker” Psalms 95:6); “At the beginning the Creator 
made them male and female” (Matthew 19:4).   
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Several important implications regarding the nature of man flow out of the Genesis 
account of the special creation of man.  One is that mankind has a single common 
ancestry.  Genesis 3:20, “Eve…became the mother of all living beings.”  Scripture 
pointedly notes that the ancestry of all humans may be traced to Adam and Eve.  This 
testifies to the unity of humankind.  The teaching in Romans 5:12-21 regarding the fall 
of man is based squarely on the solidarity of the human race.  Adam’s sin reached 
throughout the entire human race through this unity.  Likewise, the redemption of Christ, 
the Second or Last Adam, has a similar potential (Romans 5:18).   
 
The Nature of Man 
 
Where did man come from?  The Bible tells us that God Himself is man’s Creator.  
Read Genesis 1:26-27.  God took a handful of dust (which speaks of the earth) and 
breathed life into it (which speaks of spirit) and man became a living soul.  Thus, the 
merger of the spiritual with the physical elements of the earth created a human soul, 
made in the image of God.  That does not mean that Adam was created divine, but it 
does mean that he possessed a likeness to God.   
First, Adam was given the physical form or likeness of which God’s Son, Jesus, would 
one day assume when He became incarnated into human form (Hebrews 10:5, 10; 1 
John 3:2; Philippians 2:7; Luke 1:35).  That is why one of the men who appeared to 
Abraham in Genesis 18:2 was most likely a manifestation of the Son of God in human 
form.  The other two were angels appearing as men.  Adam was also given the natural 
image of God.  Those elements of personality or self-hood which are appropriate to all 
persons are found in man as well as in God.  Intellect, sensibility, will, self-
consciousness, and such are the categories which comprise true personality.  These 
elements of personality form a clear line of separation between humanity and animals.  
Read Genesis 2:7.  This tells us that God is the ultimate source of human life.  The 
giving of life to human beings is described as the result of a special act of God in 
distinction from the creation of all other living things.  God specifically imparted life and 
breath to the first man, indicating that human life stands higher and is in a different 
category from all other forms of life; and, that there is a unique relationship of divine life 
to human life (Genesis 1:26-27).  Finally, Adam was given God’s moral image, 
commonly called original righteousness (Genesis 2:25; Ecclesiastes 7:29).  God’s 
righteousness (moral disposition of the soul) enabled Adam to have fellowship with the 
Creator.  While man was “made a little lower than angels” (Psalm 8:5) and fully 
dependent on God for everything (Psalm 8:4), he was a special creation with the moral 
capacity to commune with the Creator (Genesis 2:19-20; 3:8-9).  Of course, this 
provided man with the awful potential for great evil or for true holiness.  Nevertheless, in 
the beginning man was created with real holiness of heart, not just mere innocence.  He 
had a genuine inclination toward God.   
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23.  God made man with a tripartite nature.  Man is composed 
of a material body, an immaterial soul, and an immaterial spirit.  The body is the world-
conscious aspect of man.  Being the sensory apparatus of the human makeup, it allows 
us to experience and interact with the physical world though our senses--touching, 
hearing, smelling, and tasting.  The Greeks, as well as other pagans in the early 
centuries, looked on the body as a “prison house.”  This is not a Biblical perspective.  
God created the body good.  It was created to be the habitation of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19).  Someday it will be transformed and resurrected (1 Corinthians 
15:52-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  If the body were in and of itself evil, one could 
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argue that he is a victim of hopeless circumstances when he is solicited by his appetite 
to sin, and in despair give himself over to indulgence.  The Christian does not permit 
natural bodily appetite to govern his or her behavior.  He or she uses the body to do 
God’s bidding (1 Corinthians 9:27).   
 
Although soul and spirit, the two facets of man’s immaterial nature, are intimately linked 
and virtually inseparable, they are used in sufficiently distinct ways.  One may say that 
generally the term soul is used to denote the self, particularly with respect to conscious 
life here and now (Revelation 6:9).  The human soul provides for self-consciousness.  It 
is that which makes the individual a genuine personality, having characteristics unique 
to that person.  Faculties of the soul are commonly held to be intellect, emotion, and 
will.  Together these comprise the real “you.”  The soul is that which links the spirit and 
the body, governing the total personality.   
 
Man is also spirit.  If man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26) and God is 
Spirit (John 4:24), then man has a spirit, which the Bible often speaks of as the heart 
(Romans 10:10).  Spirit is that aspect of the human makeup which bears relationship to 
the unseen spiritual world, whether good or evil.  It enables us to be God-conscious.  
Paul, in Ephesians 2:1-10, descries the state of the unregenerate as being “dead in 
sins.”  The unregenerate have bodies and souls just like their Christian contemporaries.  
They also enjoy a similar psychological ability, with power to reason, to will, etc.  
However, they are “dead” with respect to God.  They are spiritually inert.  When a 
person repents of his or her sins and accepts Christ as Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit 
enters the person’s spirit and brings new life to the individual’s spirit, enabling the 
person to relate to and commune with God. 
 
The Fall of Man 
 
Theologians have a saying that Adam in the Garden of Eden was posse non peccare 
(able not to sin), and if he had continued in that, he would have come to the point where 
he was non posse peccare (not able to sin).  He would have become so established in 
righteousness that he would not have been able to sin.  From then on he would have 
been transformed to ever higher righteousness.  But instead, he fell, and as a result 
become evil.  That is why Jesus said that everyone must be “born again” in order to see 
God’s kingdom (John 3:3).  Man’s spirit has to be restored by being cleansed from sin 
by Jesus Christ, and then created anew by operation of God’s Spirit.  With his own spirit 
under the control of God’s Spirit, the remainder of man’s being, soul and body, would be 
led from within instead of from without (Galatians 5:16).   
 
What is Original Sin?   
 
Original sin is a theological term that describes Adam’s initial sin in the Garden of Eden 
by partaking of the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  God 
placed two trees in the Garden of Eden that would impact man’s future.  The first was 
the “tree of life,” which represented Jesus Christ, the giver of eternal life (Genesis 3:22).  
The other was the tree of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:9).  It represented 
Satan, the source of sin and death (Genesis 2:17).  How man would live for the rest of 
his natural life depended entirely upon how he dealt with these two trees.  If man 
partook of the tree of knowledge, he would die (Genesis 2:17).  If he partook of the tree 
of life he would have eternal life (Genesis 3:22).  The choice was his, not God’s or 
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Satan’s!  Man was a free moral agent; otherwise, he wouldn’t have been given a choice 
to partake of the two trees.  If man had chosen the tree of life over the tree of 
knowledge, he would have taken God into Himself, mingling the two together as one.  
With God as his life, man could have been the full expression of God throughout the 
universe.  Another possibility, however, was that man would be persuaded, or seduced, 
into partaking of the second tree, taking sin and Satan (death) into him.   
 
It is important that we get a clear view of these three parties:  (1) Christ, the source of 
life, standing on one side, as represented by the tree of life; (2) Satan the source of sin 
and death, standing on the other side, as represented by the tree of knowledge; and, (3) 
man, standing in the middle, can either choose God or Satan.  The choice is his and his 
alone.  You say what about Eve?  Adam, not Eve, represented the human race to the 
Creator (Romans 5:19).  God warned Adam not to partake of the tree of knowledge 
(Satan) or he would die (Genesis 2:16-17).  God knew that the fruit of a tree contains 
the power of reproduction.  And, like the reproducing power of fruit (seed), the human 
heart is like soil when it comes to choosing spiritual life or spiritual death (Matthew 
13:19).  When you place fruit from a thorn tree into the ground, a thorn tree sprouts up.  
Even after being warned by the Creator, Adam went ahead and chose Satan (death) 
over God (eternal life).  Using Eve, Satan tempted Adam to believe that they can be like 
God and decide for themselves what is good and what is evil.  But when Adam partook 
of the forbidden tree, all of the lusts of the underworld indwelt by Satan were sown in 
man’s flesh as a seed of sin and death.  Thus, the fall of man was more than a matter of 
man disobeying God.  It was man receiving Satan into his body!  Read Romans 7:23-
24.  Originally, sin is the tendency to do evil, not an act of evil.  It is also the 
embodiment of Satan.  Therefore, man’s choice was more than simply choosing good or 
evil, but of receiving God as life or Satan as death.  Romans 7:20:  “…it is no longer I 
who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.”  Galatians 2:20:  “It is no longer I…but 
Christ.”  Here we have the contrast between “no longer I…but sin,” and “no longer 
I…but Christ.”  The word sin in the book of Romans should be capitalized, for it is 
personified.  It is like a person.  Romans 6:14:  “For sin shall not be your master…”  
Romans 7:18:  “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”   
 
Read Genesis 3:1-7.  Satan was no doubt pleased with himself when Adam chose the 
tree of knowledge (death) over the tree of life.  What the deceiver failed to realize was 
that, like a mouse, he had walked into a trap set by God!  You don’t try to catch a 
mouse by running after him.  You place something in a trap the mouse likes.  When the 
mouse enters the trap thinking it has succeeded in getting a delicious meal, it later finds 
out it has been trapped.  Once the mouse has been caught, the owner simply picks the 
mouse up and throws him out of the house.  Satan was like an annoying mouse to God, 
running loose in the universe.  What the devil failed to realize was that by enticing Adam 
to partake of the tree of knowledge and death, he was actually walking into a trap set by 
God to get rid of him!  Man was the bait God used to catch Satan and imprison him in 
man’s flesh.  Through the incarnation God put man’s flesh upon Himself, brought that 
man to the Cross, and put Him to death in the Person of Jesus Christ, destroying Satan 
along with man’s flesh (Hebrews 2:14).  Then he brought man into resurrection, where 
God and man became one.  God can now enter a person’s spirit when he or she 
believes in Jesus (Philippians 3:10; John 3:3, 6).   
 



 27 

Sin (the tendency to do evil) originated in Adam’s free choice.  Does that mean because 
God gave Adam that free choice He is responsible for sin entering the world?  
Absolutely not!  The “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” simply served as a test of 
man’s faith and obedience to God (Genesis 2:16).  While it is true, however, that by 
allowing free, moral decisions by the angels and humans, God allowed for the possibility 
of failure by some of His creatures.  Without that possibility, there would not be genuine 
freedom or true personality.  That said, God did not originate sin.  Before the earth was 
created, Satan originated the first sin when he tried to take God’s place in the heavens 
(Isaiah 14:13-14).  Then, he tricked Adam into sinning (Genesis 4:-5).  When Adam 
chose to live according to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, he--not God-- brought 
sin to the earth and death to the human race (Romans 5:12).  Sin did not result because 
of the way God made man (i.e., with a free will), but because man chose to act in a 
certain way.  That which man is (his being) and that which he does (his morality) are 
very different when accounting for the origin of evil is concerned.  Moral action is what 
determines character.   
 
The marvelous thing is that God at the same time provided man with a free will and 
provided a remedy for his fall that would one day be fulfilled in the Person of Jesus 
Christ.  The renewal and change in Jesus Christ can free people from the bondage of 
original sin (tendency to do evil).  Paul struggled against his fallen nature until he 
realized that, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  Why?  Romans 8:2 tells us:  “Because through Jesus Christ the 
law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”   
 
Consequences of the Fall 
 
When mankind willfully ignored God’s instructions and chose to engage in what they 
knew was wrong and evil, they (mankind) fell from innocence and goodness,  and 
thereby incurred both physical death and spiritual death, which is separation from God 
(Genesis 1:26-17; 2:17; 3:6; Romans 5:12-19).  When Adam disobeyed God sin and 
death entered the human race.  By voluntary transgression Adam lost God’s likeness 
and thereby incurred not only physical death but also spiritual death, which is separation 
from God.  His guilt caused him to hide from God, necessitating divine judgment and, 
later, the shedding of the blood of a sacrifice.  Communication between God and man 
was also disrupted and man now related to God as a debtor and an enemy.  As sinners, 
Adam and Eve found themselves in a state of sin in which they were incomplete and 
depressed with a sense of emptiness.  Among the personal consequences of sin, Adam 
and Eve were expelled from the Garden, there was pain and sorrow in childbearing, and 
spiritual death in accordance with God’s Word in Genesis 2:17.  The seeds of physical 
death were at this time implanted into their bodies, and labor and effort were made the 
requirements for life on earth (Genesis 3:19).   
 
Not only was the earth cursed because of Adam’s sin (Genesis 3:17-19), as 
representative of the human race, Adam’s disobedience plunged the human race into a 
state of sin and separation from God (Romans 3:12, 23; 5:12).  The desire to please 
God was disastrously left out of his offspring (Genesis 2:17).  In the end time, Jesus 
Christ will appropriate the victory that He won on Calvary for the human race, and 
thereby undo all of the results of the fall.  The curse upon nature will be lifted (Romans 
8:22), and death will be destroyed when Jesus returns to planet earth (1 Corinthians 
15:26).  Climatic changes will take place that will result in an abundance of food for 
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humans and animals (Isaiah 30:23-26; 35:1-7; 43:19-21; 50:3; Ezekiel 34:25-27; 36:3, 
8-12; Amos 9:13-15).  The desert will blossom and become like the Garden of Eden 
(Isaiah 35:1-2; 51:3).  The whole creation, including the animal kingdom, will enjoy the 
freedom Christ earned for us through His death and resurrection (Romans 8:19-22).  Predators 
will no longer be predators; meat eaters will become vegetarians, etc.  The lamb and lion will 
sleep side by side; the wolf and the lamb will play together; the poisonous snake will no longer 
harm people, etc.  See Isaiah 11:1-9; 65:25. 
 
What happened to the two trees in the Garden?  The tree of knowledge of good and evil 
will be absent in the new earth because Satan will have already been put in the lake of 
fire (Revelation 20:10) and the inhabitants of the new earth will have already been 
tested and proven unworthy or worthy to enter the eternal state (Revelation 21:27; 
Ephesians 4:1; Colossians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:5, 11).  The 
meaning of the tree of life is that being good alone is not enough to get into the eternal 
kingdom.  The only way in is to enter into a personal relationship with God through 
Christ (John 4:24; 14:6).  What God began with Adam in the Garden of Eden, He 
completed through Jesus, the Second Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45).  Let’s close this 
section of our study by asking, “Why did God create man?”  Revelation 4:11 tells us it 
was because it pleased God to do so.   
 

Belief #5 – The Salvation of Mankind 
 
Humanity’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood and atonement of Jesus 
Christ on the Cross.  Atonement is the reconciliation of mankind through the sacrificial 
death of Jesus Christ.  God appeased His justice through the suffering and sacrificial 
death of the sinless Son of God on the Cross, making it possible for mankind to be 
reconciled to God.  God could not let sin go unpunished.  However, instead of killing 
everyone on the planet, because all have sinned and come short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23), God sacrificed His son to atone for the sins of all of humanity (Romans 
3:25; 1 John 2:2).  The process of atonement is called propitiation.  Propitiation, in its 
simplest sense, is the causing of one who has been justly hostile to another to become 
favorable to him.   
 
Salvation is deliverance from spiritual death and enslavement by sin.  Through Jesus 
Christ, God provides salvation for all who believe and accept His free offer of 
forgiveness.  Mankind’s only hope of redemption from the fallen sinful state is through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, on the Cross.  The account of the crucifixion 
of Jesus is recounted in the Gospels (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19).  
Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, being justified 
by grace through faith, the believer becomes an heir of God according to the hope of 
eternal life (Luke 24:47; John 3:3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11; 3:5-7).   
 
Because “all sin and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), everyone urgently 
needs God’s provision of salvation.  The study of the plan of salvation is not so much a 
study of what people must do to be saved, but of what God has done and what people 
are privileged to receive.  God the Father and God the Son cooperated in making the 
total plan of salvation available for the penitent sinner.  Jesus Christ, in dying on the 
Cross of Calvary, fulfilled all of God’s requirements for atoning righteousness, and 
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therefore able to offer complete salvation to all who will receive Him as Lord and Savior 
(Hebrews 7:25).   
 
Evidence of Salvation 
 
The inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16).  
The outward evidence is a life of righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:24; Titus 
2:12).  Repentance is being truly sorry for sinning against God, then turning from sin 
and committing to serve Jesus for life.  True faith in Christ goes beyond mere 
intellectual assent, beyond the “feeling of being religious,” all the way to a decisive 
commitment of the whole self to the grace of God.  The parable of Matthew 13:20-21 
vividly pictures this level of faith.  For example, the seed which fell on stony ground 
which grew up quickly, but perished in the heart of the day.  Just so, there are many 
who appear to be sorry for sin (an emotional level of repentance) and to be ecstatic over 
their religious experience (an emotional level of faith), but who do not seem to get 
established solidly on a faith-basis with God.  As soon as adversity (or temptation) 
comes, such shallow experiences are easily erased or disregarded (washed away).  
Many so-called “backsliders” likely never had progressed beyond an emotional level of 
faith!  There is, however, a level of faith which extends to the core of the personality, the 
seat of the will, where there is complete surrender of the will to the Lordship of Christ.  
The words in both the Hebrew and the Greek for “believe” convey the idea of total 
submission and complete surrender of will.  Believe is an active word that is always 
linked to its object, God Himself.  Genuine belief is a relationship!  There can be no 
such thing as “faith in faith.”  It is always faith in God and total commitment to Jesus 
Christ (John 1:12; 2:24; 5:24; 6:53, 54).   
 
Justification by Faith 
 
One of the most glorious passages found in the Bible is Romans 5:1-2:  “Therefore, 
since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand...”  Justification is a judicial term meaning to declare one righteous.  The 
guilty sinner stands before the great tribunal of a holy God, a righteous Judge.  
Justification is the breathtaking announcement that the sinner is not guilty!  Three facets 
of blessing flow from this wonderful declaration.  First, the sinner has his or her 
sentence of eternal death (eternal separation from God) remitted.  The penalty for sin is 
death--physical and spiritual (Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 5:12-14; 6:23; Revelation 
20:14-15).  This penalty was removed by the death of Christ who bore the punishment 
due us in His own body on the Cross (Isaiah 53:5-6; 1 Peter 2:24).  Further, justification 
restores the believer to God’s divine favor.  Not only had the sinner incurred the penalty 
appropriate to sin, but he or she had also lost God’s favor.  God could not enter into 
fellowship with sinners (John 3:36; Romans 1:18).  By faith in Christ, we are restored to 
divine fellowship with the Father (Galatians 3:26).  Finally, justification carries with it the 
imputation of righteousness.  Read Romans 5:18-21 and Hebrews 10:10.  Just as the 
penalty of sin had been “charged to our account,” so in the act of justification the 
righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us (Philippians 3:9).  We have been 
wrapped about with the purity of Christ Himself, so that God sees us through the 
righteousness of Christ.  Christ has become our wedding garment (Matthew 22:11-2)!  
How is one justified before God?  Again and again, the Bible stresses that it is faith in 
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the gift of God through Jesus’ atoning death on the Cross (Mark 10:17-22; Romans 
3:24; Romans 4:1-5; Galatians 3:24).   
 
Regeneration and Conversion 
 
Conversion is turning from sin to God; justification is the declaration that the believing 
sinner is righteous before God.  Regeneration is the actual impartation of divine life to 
the new convert.  As conversion is primarily our responsibility, regeneration is the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the individual.  It is the impartation of God-life (John 3:5; 
10:10; 1 John 5:11-12) and a new nature (Jeremiah 24:7; 2 Peter 1:4).  Regeneration is 
a creative act of God (2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10; 4:24).  The depravity of 
humanity, in which a person is enslaved prior to conversion (Romans 6), is exchanged 
for a cleansed nature, so that he/she is introduced into the family of God.  This is new 
life in Christ. 
 
Adoption Into the Family of God 
 
Adoption is another judicial term, similar to justification in that it breathes the 
atmosphere of the courtroom.  It means literally “to place as a son.”  In Galatians 4:1-5, 
Paul argues powerfully for the position provided for children of God through the merits 
of Christ.  He tells us in Ephesians 1:5 that in the mind of God, we were adopted before 
time began.  In actuality, the adoption into God’s family doesn’t become effective until 
we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Galatians 3:26).  As regeneration is the 
actual impartation of divine life to the convert, so adoption is the marvelous declaration 
that the believer has been fully accepted as an adult son in the divine family.  Adoption 
as sons makes us eligible for all the privileges and benefits appropriate to that legal 
standing in the divine family.  It is a wonderful life in Christ! 
 

Belief #6 – The Ordinances of the Church 
 
Some church groups use the term sacraments instead of ordinances.  Sacraments, 
however, carries for many people the idea that a spiritual work takes place in a person 
when the sacrament is received or experienced.  Biblical Christianity is neither ritualistic 
nor sacramental.  Sacramentalism is the belief that special grace is given to participants 
who engage in certain prescribed rituals.  Although obedience to two ordinances is 
prescribed in the New Testament, no special merit is attached to such obedience.  
However, they do hold special meaning to the born again believer.  Thus, the 
Assemblies of God chooses to call these rights ordinances because they are religious 
practices established by Jesus Himself.  The word “ordinance” means that which has 
been ordered and identified as those ceremonies or rights which Jesus has committed 
to the Church to be observed.  The two ordinances which were specifically initiated by 
Christ were (1) communion and (2) water baptism.  These are merely the customs of 
the Church.   
 
Water Baptism 
 
The ordinance of baptism by immersion in water (not sprinkling) is commanded in 
Scripture (Mark 16:16).  The act of water baptism symbolically declares to everyone that 
the old sinful lifestyle of the believer died with Christ at salvation and a new spiritual 
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being has been raised with Christ (in His resurrection) to live a new life (Matthew 28:19; 
Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47; Romans 6:4).   
  
The baptismal formula is supplied by our Lord in Matthew 28:19, “Baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  Read Acts 2:38.  There are 
some who use Peter’s words to insist on people being baptized in Jesus name only in 
order to be saved and filled with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Peter is doing neither.  
Peter is simply calling upon his Jewish audience to change their opinion of and attitude 
towards Christ and to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ as a public 
acknowledgement that they had accepted Jesus as Messiah and Lord.  Baptism in and 
of itself is not a means of forgive-ness and salvation.  Telling someone they have to be 
baptized in water, and in a particular way, to be saved is law.  While it is not the old 
Mosaic Law, it is law nevertheless.  There are people today who substitute 
contemporary symbols, such as confessions, baptism in water, communion, church 
membership, serving in the church, etc., for Christ and His grace.  No act of water 
baptism can save.  Instead of water baptism, speaking in tongues, not eating certain 
foods, etc., it was circumcision in Paul’s day.  As wonderful as these things are, doing 
them does not save or make one righteous. Only faith in Jesus Christ can save 
(Ephesians 2:8-9).  In Paul’s day the issue was circumcision.  Paul said in Galatians 
5:4, “You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ you have 
fallen away from grace.”  He went on to say in Galatians 6:15, “Neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.”  The same can be said 
of water baptism or any other ordinance of the Church.   
 
For the early Church, there was no separation between ritual and reality.  Coming to 
Christ and being baptized were mutually inclusive (Acts 22:16; Mark 16:16;     1 Peter 
3:21).  Peter’s demand that his hearers be baptized in water before receiving the “gift of 
the Holy Spirit” (promise of the Father; Acts 1:4-8) must not be taken as an absolute 
requirement for receiving the infilling with the Spirit.  First, consider all Bible passages 
on a subject before coming to a conclusion.  Second, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
not an automatic consequence of water baptism.  Third, the gift of the Holy Spirit must 
be distinguished from the gifts of the Spirit.  The former is the Holy Spirit Himself, while 
the latter are special abilities granted by the Holy Spirit to equip believers for service (1 
Corinthians 12:1-31).  Repentance and acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior are the 
only conditions required for receiving the baptism or gift of the Holy Spirit.  See Acts 
2:47; 3:19; Galatians 2:21; Ephesians 2:8.   
 
Only those with a testimony of saving faith in the Lord Jesus as Lord and Savior are 
eligible for water baptism.  The act of baptism symbolically declares to everyone that the 
old sinful life and life-style of the baptized believer died with Christ at salvation and a 
new spiritual being has been raised with Christ (in His resurrection) to live a new life 
(Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47-48; Romans 6:4).  New Testament examples of 
water baptism are as follows:  the Ethiopian (Acts 8:36); Saul of Tarus (Acts 9:18); 
Cornelius (Acts 10:47); the household of Lydia (Acts 16:14); the Philippian jailer and his 
household (Acts 16:32-34).  Note that entire households believed in Christ before being 
baptized in water.  Circumstances also suggest they were all adults.  As depicted by the 
above passages, baptism in water was clearly intended to be a public ceremony where 
open witness was made that one had accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.   
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What about infants?  Infants are not eligible to be baptized because they are incapable 
of understanding its full meaning (i.e., repentance, faith in Christ, and public testimony 
to salvation).  Babies do not go to hell because of original sin (tendency to do evil 
brought about by Adam’s sin in the Garden); babies have never committed any sinful 
acts.  However, dedication of infants to God is acceptable in the Church because it is 
primarily a commitment on the part of parents to make spiritual provision for their 
children.   
 
Communion 
 
Communion, the second ordinance, was instituted by the Lord on the occasion of the 
Last Supper, just hours before He died on the Cross.  The Lord’s words were, “Do this 
in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).  Communion is a time of remembering what 
Jesus, the only mediator between God and humanity (Acts 4:12), did for us when He 
died on the Cross (1 Corinthians 11:26).  In eating and drinking the symbols of Christ’s 
suffering and death, the believer expresses his or her awareness that through salvation, 
he/she (1) has been entered into a personal relationship with God, and (2) shares the 
divine nature of eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:4).  The ordinance 
also looks forward to Christ’s second return to earth (1 Corinthians 11:26), for it is a 
reminder to proclaim the “Lord’s death until He comes!”  Thus, communion is a 
celebration of life, of the living Savior.  You can go and visit the Tomb of Lenon, the 
Russian icon.  You can even visit the grave site of the dead remains of Mohammad, the 
mediator between the Muslims and Allah.  However, you can’t visit the remains of Jesus 
Christ, the true Savior of the world.  That’s because He is no longer in the grave.  He 
rose from the dead thousands of years ago and now sits at the right side of the Almighty 
God.  Communion is a testimony that Jesus is still alive and that we serve a living 
Savior (1 Corinthians 15:17-20).  Third, communion celebrates the oneness of the body 
of Christ.  Communion is the only celebration where Jews and Gentiles come together 
as one.  Communion is the only celebration where the poor and rich are one.  We are all 
equal at the foot of the Cross of Christ.  And, communion celebrates that oneness. 
 
Water baptism and communion are not simply religious customs.  Both embody the 
central message of the Christian faith.  Water baptism is a one-time event in which the 
new believer announces publicly that he or she is now a child of God, and has identified 
with Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection.  Communion is a periodic (often 
monthly) reminder that the believer has received his or her free salvation through the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Both ordinances focus regular 
attention to the current truth of Christianity.   

 
Belief #7 – The Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.  This passage basically states that God the Spirit will not be 
locked in a box and limited to just one operation in the lives of His people.  Yet, some 
church leaders try to do just that.  Too often, pastors have reduced the Holy Spirit’s 
involvement to only salvation.  Although knowing Christ as one’s personal Savior is first 
and foremost, anyone who limits the Holy Spirit to just that one operation is not reading 
all of the New Testament!   
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The Person and Deity of the Holy Spirit 
 
Understanding the various workings of the Holy Spirit within the Church, including the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, we must first understand that He is the third Person of the 
triune Godhead.  Without the Holy Spirit there would be no creation, no universe, and 
no human beings (Job 33:4; Genesis 1:2).  As the executor of the Triune Godhead, the 
Holy Spirit was active in the creation, actively preserving the universe, and is active in 
the creation and preservation of spiritual life (Romans 8:2; Revelation 11:11).  Without 
the Holy Spirit there would be no Old Testament (2 Peter 1:21) or New Testament (John 
14:26; 15:26-27;    1 Corinthians 2:10-14), and no power to proclaim the Gospel (Acts 
1:8).  Yet, many liberal theologians have attempted to deny the personality to the Holy 
Spirit, claiming that in both the Old and New Testament references to the Spirit of God 
means simply power, influence, or the activity of God the Father.  Unitarians and 
modern cults, such as Christian Science and Jehovah’s Witnesses, embrace such 
views.  Unfortunately, translators of the Old King James Version of the Bible contributed 
to some of the confusion concerning the Person of the Holy Spirit.  In passages such as 
Romans 8:16 and Romans 8:26, King James translators refer to the Holy Spirit as “it.”  
The reason for this mistake is the Greek word for spirit is peneuma, a neuter noun.  
King James translators slavishly adopted a neuter pronoun to agree with a neuter noun.  
“It” was a poor choice.  Later translations have avoided this mistake.  More importantly, 
the use of the masculine “Him” agrees with the abundant teaching of the Bible that the 
Holy Spirit is truly a Person and member of the Godhead, and not an inanimate “being” 
or “force.”  The personality of the Holy Spirit does not demand a physical form or 
material body, as God is said to be Spirit (John 4:24).   
 
Jesus used warm and personal terms to describe the Holy Spirit (see John 14:16, 17, 
26; 15:26; 16:7, 8, 16).  Thus, the Holy Spirit is a divine person with a personality all His 
own.  See 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Hebrews 9:14; 1 Peter 1:2.  The Holy Spirit is 
described in the Bible as performing a variety of acts appropriate to true personality.  He 
teaches (Luke 12:12; John 14:26); speaks (Matthew 10:20; Mark 13:11); leads 
(Matthew 4:1; Luke 4:1; Romans 8:14); intercedes for the people of God (Romans 8:26, 
27); inspires (2 Peter 1:21); convicts of sin (John 16:7-8); glorifies Christ (John 16:14-
15); anoints (Acts 10:37-38; 1 John 2:20, 27); knows the mind of God (1 Corinthians 
1:11, 16); loves (Romans 15:30); wills (1 Corinthians 12:11); can be blasphemed 
(Matthew 12:31; Mark 3:29), lied to (Acts 7:51) and grieved (Ephesians 4:30).  These 
ascriptions of activity could not be stated as a vague influence or mystic force.  They 
belong to a personality.  As the infinite living God within the believer, the Holy Spirit is 
worthy of worship, love, and surrender (Mark 1:11).  Nothing happens in the Kingdom of 
God without the Spirit’s involvement and oversight.  He indwells believers, not as a 
servant to be instructed, but as God to be obeyed.  Since He is Deity, He does not 
merely observe and influence the human heart and spirit externally, but by virtue of His 
divine prerogatives, He searches the inner heart.   
 
God’s Spirit is particularly designated “Holy Spirit” because He is distinguished from all 
of the unholy spirits that are at work in the universe.  Furthermore, He is charged with 
communicating divine holiness to the realm of humanity.  His function is to separate a 
people unto God and to make them holy.  The activities of regeneration and 
sanctification are the special ministries of the Holy Spirit to humanity.   
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The Holy Spirit holds numerous other important titles which not only speak of His Deity, 
but of His relationship with the Father and Son.  The title Spirit of God designates not 
only the Deity of the Spirit, but emphasizes the office work of the Spirit as the executor 
of the Godhead.  Numerous titles are given the Holy Spirit in relationship to Christ:  
Spirit of Jesus; Spirit of His Son; Spirit of the Lord; and Spirit of Christ.  The name “Spirit 
of Christ” is found in such passages as Romans 8:9.  The title does not imply that this is 
another Spirit distinct from the Spirit of God.  Its employment emphasizes that the Holy 
Spirit is the agent who administers the benefits brought by Christ’s redemptive work on 
the Cross (John 14:26), and because of His special function to glorify Christ (John 
18:14).  It is through the Holy Spirit that God applies the benefits of Christ’s redemption 
to humanity (Luke 11:20), imparts divine life (John 3:3, 6), and makes real the newfound 
Sonship of the believer (Romans 8:15).  It is because of the Holy Sprit that the living 
Christ dwells in believers (Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:9-10).  He also ministers to make 
believers Christ-like.  The Lord Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Comforter in John 14:17.  
Literally, the term means “one called alongside to help.”  During the personal absence 
of the visible Christ, the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence assures the believer of a 
continual relationship with the external omnipotent God.  As the Spirit of Truth, the Holy 
Spirit reveals truth, witnesses to the truth, and is personification of truth in contrast with 
the spirit of error.  Just as He moved upon holy men of old to inspire them to write 
Scripture, the Holy Spirit illuminates the Word of God to those who will listen.    
 
There are numerous symbols for the operation of Holy Spirit found in Scripture.  Jesus, 
in His conversation with Nicodemus, likened the work of the Spirit to the wind (John 
3:8).  In Acts 2:2, the descent of the Spirit was accompanied by a “rushing mighty wind” 
(OKJ) or “the blowing of a violent wind” (NIV).  Wind is an appropriate symbol of the 
Holy Spirit because He is the atmosphere within which the believer dwells spiritually.  
The Spirit, like the wind, is invisible in operation and unexpected in consequences.  
Another common designation for the work of the Spirit is water (John 3:5; 4:14; 7:38, 
39).  This symbol is used to denote the Holy Spirit as a fountain or flow of spiritual life.  
Water signifies the quenching of thirst, the cleansing of impurity, and the refreshing of 
that which otherwise is withered.  As water satisfies the natural person, the filling of the 
Holy Spirit satisfies the person who is thirsty for God.  The term “living water,” found in 
John 7:38 is a contrast of a free-flowing stream to a stagnant cistern.  This is symbolic 
of the Holy Spirit imparting eternal life (God-life) to the believer.  Oil is another Biblical 
term identifying the work of the Spirit.  In the Old Testament, oil was regularly used in 
the prescribed Levitical religious rites as an illustration of that which nourishes and 
furnishes beauty.  Not only was it common in the diet of the ancient Near East, but it 
also furnished fuel for lamps, ointment for healing, and soothing for wounds.  The Holy 
Spirit is described as a dove in Matthew 3:16.  This graceful bird speaks to us of 
quietness, tenderness, gentility, and peacefulness.  Just so, the Holy Spirit is gentle, not 
intruding rudely into the consciousness of the individual; but, graciously, He performs 
His acts of grace as the third Peron of the Triune Godhead.   
 
The “new birth” or regeneration is the internal restoration of fallen human nature by the 
gracious working of the Holy Spirit.  A radical and new transforming life begins in the 
soul of humanity is depicted in John 3:4-8; Romans 12:2 and Ephesians 4:23-24 and 
Titus 3:5.  The result of this new transformation is twofold.  The believer is indwelt by 
the Spirit and enters a process of sanctification.  While this indwelling is appropriate to 
the Father and Christ, it is especially appropriate to the work of the Holy Spirit (John 
14:17; Romans 8:9;     1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Timothy 1:14; 1 John 2:27; Revelation 
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3:20).  This indwelling by God is sometimes defined as union with Christ.  The Holy 
Spirit is the principal agent in applying the merits of Christ’s atonement to believers.  
Regeneration is the beginning of a new life; sanctification is the development of that 
new life into maturity.  It is it’s the Spirit function to bring the believer into conformity to 
the image of Christ (Philippians 3:10).  The Spirit begins by imparting the righteousness 
of Christ to the believer (Philippians 3:9).  The righteousness of Christ is what enables 
one to stand before a holy God justified (Romans 5:1).  This is called positional 
righteousness.  It is the continuing sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit that brings the new 
believer into conformity progressively with actual righteousness.  Evidence of this 
growth (1 Peter 1:23; 2:2) are the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23).  Love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control abound 
more and more as the Spirit is given opportunity to perform His sanctifying work in the 
heart of the convert.  Another function of the Holy Spirit is to energize the believer for 
service (Acts1:4).  It is highly significant that the “promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4) was 
made available to those already intimate disciples of the Lord.  This activity of the Spirit 
(promise of the Father) was not intended for sanctifying power primarily.  It was spiritual 
equipment dispensed to believers to do combat with Satan and to carry out the Great 
Commission of soul winning (Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:4).  More will be said about the 
experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit in a subsequent section.  Suffice it to know 
at this junction that the Holy Spirit is filling many hungry hearts in these remarkable days 
of the Latter Rain (Joel 2:23)! 
 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 
While the Lord had commissioned followers to go out and make disciples (Matthew 
16:18; 18:18), the actual beginning of the Church did not take place formally until after 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit was given to believers.  Just prior to ascending back to the 
Father, Jesus instructed His faithful followers to wait in the city of Jerusalem until they 
were empowered from on high (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4).  Immediately after being baptized 
in the Holy Spirit, Peter preached and 3,000 were added to their number (Acts 2:41).  
The disciples became ministers of the Spirit.  They not only preached Jesus was 
crucified and resurrected, leading others to repentance and faith in Christ; but, they also 
influenced converts to receive the “gift of the Holy Spirit (vv. 389-39), whom they 
themselves had received at Pentecost.  This leading others into the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is the key to the apostolic work in the New Testament (Acts 8:17; 9:17-18; 10:44; 
19:6).   
 
God has promised to pour out His Spirit upon hungry seekers who open their hearts to 
Him (Luke 11:13).  Thus, all believers are entitled to and should ardently expect and 
earnestly seek the promise of the Father, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, according to the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This was the normal experience of all in the early 
Christian Church.  With it comes power for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts 
and their uses in the work of the ministry (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-
31).  This experience is distinct from and subsequent to the experience of the new birth 
(Acts 8:12-17; 10:44-46; 11:14-16; 15:7-9).   
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Belief #8 – Initial Physical Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
 
The baptism of Christians in the Holy Spirit is accompanied by the initial physical sign of 
speaking in other tongues (unlearned languages) as the Spirit of God give them audible 
expression (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:4-7).  The speaking in tongues in this instance is the 
same in essence as the gift of tongues (1 Corinthians 12:4-10, 28), but different in 
purpose and use.  The audible expression of tongues should also continue to function in 
the Spirit-filled believer’s personal prayer life.  However, the gift of tongues (sometimes 
called “messages n tongues”) operate publicly, usually in congregation worship settings.  
This gift is followed by the gift of interpreting the tongues.  Both are given to individuals 
within the church.  Their purpose is for the spiritual benefit of the individual and the 
congregation.  When tongues are interpreted, it is equivalent to prophecy (1 Corinthians 
14:5).   
 
Some non-Pentecostal Christians teach that Christ-like character and the fruit of the 
Spirit are better evidence of the Baptism than speaking in tongues.  They believe the 
Baptism experience occurs at the time of salvation, without the manifestation of 
tongues.  While there will be a power-packed lifestyle and a higher level of holiness 
following this experience, speaking in tongues is the initial physical evidence of the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit and is separate from salvation.  The belief is based on the five 
instances of such infillings recorded in the book of Acts (chapter 2, 8, 9, 10 and 19).  
From these passages and personal experience, the Assemblies of God holds firm that 
the Biblical pattern of the Baptism is a separate work of grace following salvation.  It is 
always accompanied initially with the audible expression of tongues.   
 
Furthermore, a Spirit-filled believer becomes a candidate for the gifts or manifestations 
of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7-11).  The primary purpose for these manifestations is to 
equip the church to carry out the Great Commission on earth (Mark 16:15-18; Matthew 
28:18-20) and to bless the Church.  According to 1 Corinthians 14:1, we are to "pursue 
love, and desire spiritual gifts" (manifestations).   
 
One final point--the baptism in the Holy Spirit is described as a “gift” in Acts 10:45 and is 
not in any way deserved or earned.  Like salvation, it is received by faith.   
 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is rich and varied.  The Holy 
Spirit has many functions (operations) in the church and in the life of the believer.  After 
bringing people to Christ, He works within to develop Christ-like character.  On the other 
hand, there is more to the workings of the Holy Spirit than just His sanctifying work of 
grace.  There is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit called the "baptism of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 1:5).  This is a separate work of grace by the Spirit for power, service, and 
ministry (Acts 1:8).   
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Believe #9 – Sanctification 
 
Sanctification is the progressive work of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers.  The Bible 
teaches a life of “holiness no one will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).  By the power and 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit we are able to obey 1 Peter 1:15-16:  “Just as He who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:  ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’”  
Sanctification is an act of separating ourselves from evil and identifying with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and things that are good, upright, and morally pure.  In other words, 
salvation is the deliverance from the tyranny of sin.  Yet, we have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God since coming into Christ (Romans 3:23).  What are the 
possibilities of genuine victorious living?  This intensely practical question comes under 
the doctrinal topic of sanctification.  Let’s look at this strategic topic with some care, for 
indeed God is concerned that His people live holy (1 Peter 1:15).   
 
As regeneration is the impartation of new life to the new convert, sanctification is the 
development of that spiritual life already begun.  Salvation is only the beginning of a 
Christian’s spiritual growth, not the end.  Although we are declared holy or sanctified at 
salvation, there is still much spiritual growth to be experienced.  There are three 
dimensions to sanctification:  positional, actual, and final holiness.  Let’s examine these. 
 
First, we need holiness to get holiness.  That is, we must first be declared to be holy at 
the outset.  Read Hebrews 10:10.  This declaration by God is called positional holiness.  
It is another way of expressing the wonderful doctrine of justification.  Christ is death on 
the Cross made it possible for a holy God to see us, not as we are in and of ourselves, 
but wrapped about with the robes of Christ’s righteousness (Romans 1:17; 3:21; 
Philippians 3:9).  This aspect of our sanctification occurs instantaneously at the moment 
we repent of our sins and accept Christ as Lord and Savior.  In a very real sense, then, 
we are sanctified at the moment we are saved.  For this reason Paul could address the 
Christians of the various churches to whom he wrote, some of which desperately 
needed correction, as “saints.”  We all begin in Christ, then, as saints, declared God.   
 
However, what is declared legally about the believer is not necessarily actual holiness 
at the outset of the Christian life.  Actual holiness or experimental sanctification is 
realized as the convert increasingly surrenders to the Holy Spirit’s direction in matters of 
practical conduct.  Thus, positional holiness is a declaration of God at the time of 
conversion; actual holiness is conforming to that declaration by living like Jesus lived.  
Read 2 Corinthians 7:1 and Galatians 5:16).  Our upward aspirations lead to the 
perfecting of existing holiness.  Sanctification is growing “in grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  It is identifying with the death and 
resurrection of Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit to set us apart and change us into the 
image of Christ from the inside out (Romans 6:1-11, 13; 8:1-2, 13; Galatians 2:20; 
Philippians 2:12-13).  The core concept of the term sanctification is separation.  To be 
sanctified is to be set apart from sin and set apart to God.  Romans 6:19, “…Just as you 
used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing 
wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.”  That’s 
sanctification!  Titus 2:14, “Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness 
and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good.”  
Dedication to God is nothing more than separation unto God.  Throughout the ages, 
God separates unto Himself those He wishes to be His own, especially those He calls to 
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special service (Acts 13:2).  God intends that those He has redeemed shall be 
fashioned unto God-like people.   
 
Righteousness is conformity to divine law; holiness is conformity to the divine nature.  
Conformity to the divine nature is a way of life into which one grows progressively as he 
or she continues the Christian life.  The process has been called “the Christianizing of 
the Christian.”  The fruit of the Spirit is a by-product of this sanctifying work of the Spirit.  
Earnest prayer, reading of God’s Word, and continual dedication and surrender to God 
is required on the part of the believer.   
 
The apostle Paul put it this way in 1 Thessalonians 4:4-5:  “That each of you should 
learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust 
like the heathen, who do not know God.”  Read Hebrews 2:11.  The “one who makes 
men holy” is Christ (see Hebrews 10:10, 14, 29; 13:12), and “those who are made holy” 
are those who have been redeemed from sin’s guilt and power and set apart as God’s 
people.  Christ’s consecration of Himself to die for us provides the way for our 
sanctification.  The purpose of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence in us is to help us 
duplicate the Christ life within.  As the believer submits himself or herself to the gracious 
ministry of the Holy Spirit from within and by reading the Word of God, his or her heart is 
washed and renewed progressively (1 Peter 1:22-25; 2:1-5).  If Jesus’ mission was to 
produce a race of people who never sinned, He failed.  But He didn’t fail.  The Lord did 
not die to make us robots; He died to give us a righteousness that is outside of the flesh 
and the law.  He came to provide God with the supreme sacrifice for the sins of all of 
humanity for all times so He could declare believers in Him righteous before God; and 
then purge the believer’s conscience from dead works.  Dead works is doing something 
to try and be right with God.  That said, as the light of God’s Spirit and God’s Word 
floods the heart, the believer is expected to respond, cooperating with God by removing 
himself or herself from defilement (Hebrews 12:14; 2 Corinthians 7:1).  Of course, there 
are failures along the way.  However, when the believer stumbles and commits sin, he 
or she is not cast out.  The believer has an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ (1 
John 1:9).  Thus, there is cleansing along the way.  Utterly urgent is the immediate 
response of the believer when he or she is convicted by the Holy Spirit.  If there is 
immediate repentance, one can rise with a cleansed conscience and the sure 
knowledge of forgiveness from God.  He/she need not continue to agonize over failing.  
However, God, in the book of Hebrews, provides serious warnings should the person 
refuse to repent and turn back to God.  Persistent rebellion and hardening of the heart 
against God leads to apostasy.  See Hebrews 6 and 10.  Apostasy is serious business!  
But Paul, in Romans 6:1, shouted aloud, “God forbid,” wondering how one who had 
tasted the joy of sins forgiven could possibly want to return to the bondage of sin, 
although the possibility is clear and unmistakable.   
 
So, initially, at conversion, we are sanctified by Christ’s work on the Cross.  And, during 
our journey to the Father’s house (John 14:1-2), we are given the means to “grow in 
grace,” to become in actuality what we are declared to be positionally by faith.  There is 
a third dimension to sanctification found in Philippians 3:14.  Looking ahead to the time 
when his journeying in this sphere of probation will end, Paul expresses the desire to 
reach the final state of holiness.  This future anticipation of final perfection is called the 
doctrine of glorification.  At life’s end the believer who has kept true to Christ will be in a 
permanent relationship with God, which will not be subject to failure.  He will have a 
settled character of God’s holiness.  Romans 8:18, “I consider that our present 
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sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  What a 
wonderful hope for the believer who follows Christ Jesus in holiness!   
 
In summary, A Christian is sanctified as he or she identifies with Christ and accepts in 
faith His sacrificial death and victorious resurrection.  Sanctification is a daily 
acknowledgement of our union with Christ through His Son Jesus.  As this identification 
occurs it is only natural for the Christian to desire and make every effort possible to turn 
his or her life over to the control of the Holy Spirit and follow in Christ’s footsteps of 
holiness (Romans 6:1-11, 13; 8:1-2, 13; Galatians 2:20; 5:16; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 
Peter 1:5). 
 
 

Belief #10 – The Church and Its Mission 
 
Each born again believer whose name has been written in the Book of Life (Revelation 
20: 15; 21:27) is an integral part of the universal Church, with Christ as the Head 
(Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:22; Hebrews 12:23).  Thus, regardless of age, gender, race, or 
denomination, the Church consists of all those who have placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ as the only remedy for their sins.   
 
The word “church” comes from the Greek word ecclesia.  The literal meaning is “called 
out body.”  The term was commonly used in the ancient Near East to describe an 
assembly of citizens called together by a herald (Acts 19:32, 39, 40).  In the Greek 
version of the Old Testament (Septuagint), ecclesia was used for the assembly or 
congregation of Israel, particularly when the people were gathered before the Lord in 
worship.  Ecclesia occurs some 115 times in the New Testament.  It was first used by 
Jesus in Matthew 16:18 to indicate that He was establishing a special called out body 
(group) of believers separate from the existing world culture and the false teaching of 
the religious leaders of that day.   
 
Definition of the Church 
 
The origin of the Church was not simply the institution of an organization; it was the 
creation of a vital organism.  Paul refers to the Church in this fashion in Ephesians 1:22-
23.  Verse 22, “And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by His Spirit.  In other words, the Church is the family of God, called out 
of the world by the Holy Spirit for special service to the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit, uses a number of metaphors to describe the 
Church.  One such metaphor is the body of Christ.  The Christian is not merely a 
follower of Christ, but a member of His spiritual body.  Although the physical body of 
Jesus was glorified and caught up in the Ascension, He can be said still to be on earth 
in His spiritual body, the Church.  The Church is the physical and visible manifestation 
of Christ in the world engaged in such tasks as calling sinners to repentance, 
proclaiming the Biblical truth about Jesus to the nations, etc.   
 
Another significant descriptive term used by the Holy Spirit to picture the Church is the 
temple of God.  Temple is used because through the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit, God comes to live in the heart of the born again believer. 
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Both Paul and Peter use this analogy for the Church in their letters (1 Corinthians 3:16-
17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5-6).  Paul said in Romans 12:1, “Therefore, I urge 
you brothers in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.”  While God is omnipresent, in a 
special sense, His habitation is among His people (Exodus 25:8; 1 Kings 8:27). 
 
Another vivid figure used for the Church by the Holy Spirit is the bride of Christ.  This 
symbol emphasizes union and communion of saints with Christ.  It is used particularly 
with regard to the eagerness of the bride to be ready for the marriage, and therefore has 
a strong tone of hope for the future (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 
19:7; 21:2; 22:17).    
 
How does one get into the body of Christ, the Church?  You don’t get there by shaking 
the preacher’s hand in a church service.  In fact you can’t become a member of the true 
Church of Jesus Christ by doing anything.  Membership is the outcome of being born 
again by the Spirit of God.  Read John 3:3, 6; Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 
2:8; John 8:24.  One should qualify for membership in the local assembly (church) only 
after being born of God’s Spirit.  After all, it is the Lord, not some church leader, who 
adds believers to the body of Christ (Acts 2:47)!   
 
The Threefold Mission of the Church 
 
First, the Church exists to be an agency of God for evangelizing the world (Acts 1:8; 
Acts 4:19-20; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16).  Jesus came to seek and to save the 
lost (Luke 19:10; Mathew 18:11).  The Church is the medium through which our Lord 
carries out His ministry on earth (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27).  A solemn challenge issued 
to the disciples shortly before the Ascension of Christ emphasizes this (Matthew 28:19; 
Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47).  The reason the early Church grew so fast in numbers was 
because people were being saved on a daily basis (Acts 2:47).  Even when being 
scattered under persecution, the early Church scattered the Gospel (Acts 8:44).  Paul 
recognized that it was by the “foolishness of preaching” that the work of extending the 
Great Commission was to be achieved (1 Corinthians 1:21).   
 
Second, the Church exists to be a corporate (unified) body of believers to worship and 
glorify God (John 4:23-24; 1 Corinthians 2:13).  This purpose is the reason we were 
born--the reason we were re-born (1 Chronicles 16:24, 28-29; Psalm 29:1-2; Isaiah 
43:7).  Anything less is coming short of the glory of God.  God calls believers in Christ 
out of the world to be a special instrument of worship.  Worship is a lifestyle!  The real 
worship takes place after we leave the sanctuary of the church building (1 Peter 2:11-
12)!   
 
The third purpose of the Church is to be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of 
saints being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 
14:12).  A divinely called and Scripturally ordained ministry has been provided by our 
Lord to prepare God’s people for ministry.  Read Ephesians 4:11-13.  The work of 
ministry is the enterprise of each member of the body of Christ and not the exclusive 
charge of select leaders.  Taken together, Ephesians 4:11-13 reveals that the task of 
the gifted leader is to cultivate the individual and corporate ministries of those he or she 
leads to a functioning part of the body of Christ.  Read Hebrews 5:12-14.  Until we 
become mature saints, we are not prepared to carry out that ministry.   
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Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30.  While the emphasis in this chapter is on spiritual gifts, 
there is an underlying principle that the body of Christ is made up of many members, 
each of which is equally important to the overall mission of the Church.  While each 
member of the body of Christ has been given an anointing to be used in God’s Church        
(1 Corinthians 12:7-11), to be effective the corporate body of Christ must learn to 
harmoniously work as one.   
 
All of the functions of a local body of believers (Church) should relate in some significant 
way to the threefold mission of the Church.  In many cases, activities in which the 
church is engaged are not wrong in themselves, but they can divert attention from what 
we should be doing.  Jesus scolded the Pharisees because they were scrupulous in 
tithing even the increase from a garden herb, but they ignored the fundamental 
standards of the righteousness and love of God.  He informed them that while they 
should be meticulous in tithing, they must not leave the other out (Luke 11:42).  In a 
similar manner, church groups have sometimes overemphasized one good project at 
the expense of many better ones.  If upon examination the local body discovers that the 
church’s energies are being consumed on activities that do not fit into these categories, 
church leaders would do well to reassess their priorities.  It is God’s intention to work 
through the Church between the First and Second Advents of Christ.  Any activity which 
does not feed and nourish the three-fold mission of the Church, no matter how well-
intentioned, is simply not God’s way of doing things in the last days.  He has chosen the 
Church to be His agency for accomplishing His purposes in this world. 
 

Belief #11 – The ministry 
 
The Church parallels the status of the Old Testament believers to whom were “trusted 
with the very words of God” (Romans 3:2).  We are to “contend for the faith that was 
once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3).  We are also called upon to interpret the 
truth (Acts 8:30; 2 Timothy 2:15).  We have a mandate to openly and boldly proclaim the 
“whole will of God” (Acts 20:27), especially the message of salvation through Jesus 
Christ (Romans 1:16).   
 
The Call 
 
Ephesians 4:11, “It was He [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.”   
It is Christ who appoints leaders to lead His Church (Ephesians 4:11), not some church 
council, deacon board, or membership meeting.  These different bodies simply 
recognize what God has already ordained.  Involvement in ministry should be in 
response to a divine call, not as a job (as a means of making a living).  It is a provision 
of our Lord for carrying out the threefold purpose of leading the Church in 
evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20), worship of God (John 4:23-24), and for 
helping born again believers become mature and conform to the life of Christ 
(Ephesians 4:11, 16).  Let’s examine the leadership titles used by the apostle Paul in 
Ephesians 4:11 and put them into modern terms.   
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Apostle is someone who starts churches.  The 12 original apostles were commissioned 
to establish the Church.  Apostle means “set apart; sent out on commission; delegate; 
ambassador of the Gospel.”  See Matthew 10:2; Mk 3:14; Acts 1:22; 4:33-37; 5:12-18, 
18-42; 6:6; 8:14-18; Romans 1:1; 11:13; 1 Corinthians 9:5; 12:28-29; Galatians 1:17; 
Jude 17; Revelation 21:14.  Acts 1:22 gives the conditions for being accepted as one of 
the original apostles.  Note, however, that the following individuals were also called 
apostles:   
 

·  Barnabas and Paul (Acts 14:4, 14).  The apostle Paul is on the same level as the 
original apostles (Galatians 1:15-17; Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 
Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1). 

·  Andronicus and Junias (Romans 16:7).  
·  Titus and others (2 Corinthians 8:23).  
·  Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25).  
·  James, Jesus’ brother (Galatians 1:19). 

 
The reason these leaders were called apostles was because apostles started churches, 
oversaw the work of God, trained other ministers, carried out special assignments, etc. 
(Acts 11:22).  We would call these leaders missionaries today! 
 
Prophet:  The word prophet in the Greek means foreteller or inspired speaker.  Prophets 
are those who, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, deliver a message from God 
(Acts 11:27-28; 13:1-2; 1 Corinthians 14:6; 1 Peter 4:11).  The prophet (Ephesians 4:11) 
should not be confused with the gift of prophesying found in 1 Corinthians 12:10 and 1 
Corinthians 14.  In the early Church, the prophet was a minister (preacher) (Acts 13:1-
3).   
 
Although prophecy is sometimes involved in preaching, the gift and the administration 
are somewhat different in that prophecy is the result of spontaneous spiritual inspiration, 
while preaching is the result of the study of existing revelation from God’s Word.  There 
is no preaching involved under the manifestation of prophesying (1 Corinthians 12:10).  
The Holy Spirit is the Prophet using any spirit filled believer to bring a message of 
inspiration to strengthen, encourage, and comfort the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 
14:3).  But under the office of the prophet the individual is delivering a Bible based 
message from God.  Furthermore, the lay person who is used by the Spirit to give a 
message under the gift of prophesying has restrictions.  What is said must “strengthen, 
encourage, and comfort” the Church (1 Corinthians 14:3).  That is because God never 
gives individual members of the body permission to chastise other members of the 
body, especially publicly (Romans 14:10-13; 1 Corinthians 14:3-4).  The minister or 
prophet is unrestricted.  God may use the preacher (prophet) to use the Word of God to 
correct the Church or convince the unbeliever to accept Christ and change his or her 
evil ways (2 Timothy 4:2-5; Titus 1:13; Titus 2:11-15).  Examples of New Testament 
prophets: 
 

·  Peter:  Acts 2:14, 3:12-26; 4:8-12; 20:34-44. 
·  Paul:  Acts 13:1, 16-41. 
·  Simeon:  Acts 13:1. 
·  Lucius:  Acts 13:1. 
·  Manaen:  Acts 13:1. 
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·  Agabus:  Acts 11:27-28; 21:10. 
·  Judas and Silas:  Acts 15:32. 
·  John:  Revelations 1:1, 3; 10:8-11. 

 

You may be thinking, what about Paul©s experience described in Acts 21:4-14?  Did 
Paul disobey God by going to Jerusalem?  Or was the "prophecy" from human spirit or 
that of Satan?  Let’s go to the Bible for answers to these questions.  Read Acts 20:22-
24.  Verse 22: "And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing 
what will happen to me there."  Paul’s concern was not whether to go to Jerusalem, but 
what was in store for him when he got there.  That is where Agabus, a minister of the 
Gospel (prophet), came in.  Agabus walked over to Paul and took Paul©s belt, tied his 
own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ©In this way the Jews of 
Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles© " (Acts 
21:11).  Agabus did not tell Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  His prophecy, if it was 
prophecy, was to further prepare Paul for what would happen to him when he got to 
Jerusalem.  This was not contradicting what the Holy Spirit had already made clear to 
Paul (Acts 20:22).  However, there were overzealous believers who said the Spirit did 
not want Paul to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4).  They were wrong!  Paul did not follow 
what they said!  However, Paul must have struggled with what they said.  The Spirit told 
him to go to Jerusalem, and now some believers were saying he should not go.  Even 
worse, they were saying it was from the Holy Spirit, when it was not!  Knowing what 
God had already told him, Paul did not follow their so-called prophecy.  Why?  Because 
he knew it did not come from God, but from people who sincerely cared about him.  
Although they were sincere, they were wrong.  Paul knew God’s will and followed that 
pathway.  Jesus said in Mark 8:35, "For whosoever desires to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for My sake and the Gospel©s will save it."  If Paul had 
followed what the prophets told him he would have been going against God’s higher 
principle to save his own life.  Some well-meaning prophets will try to direct your life as 
well--be careful.   

 
Evangelist:  The word “evangelist” means a messenger of God or preacher of the 
Gospel.  He or she has the ability to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others in 
such a way that many unbelievers will come to believe in Christ.  Examples: 
 

·  Philip:  Acts 8:5-8, 26-40; 21:8. 
·  Paul:  Acts 26:2-18. 
·  See also Acts 8:5-6; Acts 8:26-40; Acts 14:21; Acts 21:8.  

 
Pastor:  The Greek word for pastor means “to tend a flock.”  A pastor is someone who 
has the calling to be a shepherd or “overseer” (GK episkopos) of the spiritual growth of 
a group of believers and minister to its needs (John 10:1-18; Acts 14:23; 16:4; 20:17-38; 
Romans 12:8; Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 3:1-7;     5:17-20; Titus 1:5-9; Hebrews 
13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-3; 5:1-5).  As with all spiritual leaders, this individual must have 
specific moral and spiritual qualifications, and be tested by the members of the Church 
according to the Biblical standards of      1 Timothy 3:1-13; 4:12; Titus 1:5-9.  Examples: 
 

·  Paul and Silas: Acts 15:40-41. 
·  Timothy: 1 Tim. 1:1-4; 4:12-16; 2 Tim. 1:1-6; 4:2, 5. 
·  Titus: Titus 1:4-5. 
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·  Peter: 1 Peter 5:1. 
·  Gaius: 3 John 1-7. 
 

Teacher:  Teachers are anointed (gifted) to clarify and explain God’s Word.  They have 
the ability to employ a logical, systematic approach to Biblical study in preparation for clearly 
communicating practical truth to the body of Christ (Acts 18:24-28; Acts   20:20-21; 1 
Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11-14).  Examples: 
 

·  Paul:  Acts 15:35; 20:20; 28:28-31; Romans 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians. 4:17;  
2 Tim. 1:11. 

·  Barnabas: Acts 15:35. 
·  Apolos: Acts 18:25-28. 
·  Timothy: 1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Timothy 1:3-5; 4:11-13; 6:2; 2 Timothy 4:2. 
·  Titus: Titus 2:1-3, 9-10.   
·  See Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11-12; Colossians. 3:16; 1Timothy. 3:2;  

2 Titus     2:2-15). 
 

As you can see from the above examples, some Church leaders held more than one 
position or anointing in the early Church.  Ephesians 4:16 states, “From Him (Christ) the 
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  This is the same message Paul presents 
in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.  Each member of the body has been given specific gifts to 
provide for the body and therefore is equally important.  We must resist the “holy man 
myth.”  There are those who place ministers on a pedestal.  They think the “holy man” is 
the pastor and that he or she should do all the work of the ministry.  While ministers 
should be held to a higher standard than the nominal believer and be respected (1 
Thessalonians 5:13), they must not be put on a pedestal or on the same level of Jesus!  
Furthermore, God has given each of His children gifts, talents, and ministries to be used 
to build His Church (Ephesians 4:16).  When all members of the body are functioning 
harmoniously in their gifting and anointing, the church grows and prospers.  God’s 
purpose for giving spiritual leaders to the Church is to “build” the body of Christ up in 
faith” and “to prepare believers for works of service” (Ephesians 4:12).  If believers are 
built up in faith they won’t be tossed back and forth by every wind of doctrine that comes 
along (Ephesians 4:12-14; James    1:6-8; 1 Corinthians 2:6; Hebrews 5:14).   

 
God calls a rich diversity of individuals to lead the Christian Church in these endeavors.  
Based on his background, Paul marveled that God had placed him into a leadership role 
in His Church (1 Timothy 1:13).  He saw the ministry as involving preaching of the Bible 
whenever the opportunity is offered (2 Timothy 4:2).  Though Paul did not compromise, 
he adjusted when needful, for he found that many different personality types belong in 
God’s service (1 Corinthians 9:22).  God not only uses people of various personalities 
and talents, He uses these same people in a wide variety of ways. 
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Moral and Spiritual Qualifications of Church Leaders 
 
Moral and spiritual qualifications for pastors and ministers are spelled out in        1 
Timothy 3:1-15.  The qualifications of deacons are spelled out in verses 9-12.  The 
spiritual history of the person who desires the office of overseer has to “first be tested” 
(1 Timothy 3:10).  Thus, the Holy Spirit sets forth the high standard that the candidate 
must be a believer who has steadfastly adhered to Jesus Christ and His principles of 
righteousness, and who can serve as a role model.  Church leaders must demonstrate 
the highest example of trust, faithfulness, truth, honesty, purity, perseverance in 
godliness in face of temptation, and loyalty to and love for Christ and the Gospel (1 
Timothy 4:12-15).  The bottom line is the leader’s character must reflect Christ’s 
teaching in Matthew 25:21, that being “faithful with a few things” leads to a position of 
being “in charge of many things.”  The Holy Spirit also regards the leader’s leadership in 
home, marriage, and family relationships as of the highest importance.  See 1 Timothy 
3:2, 4-5; Titus 1:6.  Persevering moral faithfulness to one’s spouse and family is 
required for anyone desiring to be a leader and an example in the church.  
Consequently, church leaders who become involved in serious sin or moral 
transgression have disqualified themselves from the office of pastor or any position of 
high leadership in the local church (1Timothy 3:8-12).  This does not mean that God or 
the church will not forgive.  God will indeed forgive sin if there is a godly sorrow and 
repentance for that sin.  Let it be clear that such a person may be mercifully forgiven 
and restored in his/her relationship to God and the church.  If God forgives the person 
(1 John 1:9), who are we not to?  Are we greater than God?  I think not!  There is 
something wrong with the way fallen leaders who have recovered are treated today.  
For example, David commits adultery and murder and is thought of people as a “man 
after God’s own heart.”  Yet, when a well-known minister of our day falls into gross sin 
and repents, he/she is forever thought of as a sinner.  That is not Scriptural!  What the 
Holy Spirit is stating through the apostle Paul is that there are some sins so serious that 
the disgrace and shame (i.e., reproach) of that sin will remain with the individual for 
some time, even after forgiveness (2 Samuel 12:9-14).  Mature and stable Christians 
were described by our Lord under the figures of salt and light.  As the “salt of the earth” 
(Matthew 5:13), God’s saints are influences for good on earth and their presence 
preserves from evil’s worst corruption.  As the “light of the world” (Matthew 5:14), 
believers represent the truth and the wisdom of God in the face of the world’s 
perplexities.   
 
The success any assembly has in fulfilling its mission depends to a great degree on 
qualified Holy Spirit-anointed leaders.  There are a number of ways in which spiritual 
leaders can disciple and train believers to minister and serve.  First and foremost, 
leaders in the church must be role models.  Spiritual leaders must set the example in 
purity and holiness (1 Corinthians 11:1; 2 Timothy 3:10).  Second, teach Scripture 
(Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).  Third, teach new spiritually born believers how to 
grow in holiness and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:16; 1 Peter 2:1-4; 
2:21).  Fourth, encourage believers to “be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18), 
according to the New Testament pattern.  Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
believers will be able to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with accompanying 
supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3-4), and worship God in 
an added dimension (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14).  They will also be 
able to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit in expressing the fruit, gifts, and 
ministries as in New Testament times in order to build up the Church, the body of Christ 
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(1 Corinthians 12:18; 14:12; Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 4:11-12; Colossians 1:29).  
Fifth, teach believers how to use the giftings and callings God has given them, and offer 
opportunities to use those gifting and callings within the Church body (1 Corinthians 
12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12).   
 

Belief #12 – Divine Healing 
 
Origin of Sickness and Death 
 
Sickness and death came into human experience because of sin as the result of the fall 
in the Garden of Eden (Romans 5:12).  Part of the curse caused by Adam’s 
disobedience in the Garden was the subjection of the human body to the ravages of 
disease and eventual physical death (Genesis 2:17).  Death is considered a curse, a 
concept clearly taught in Scripture.  God promised to deliver His people from the curse 
of Egyptian diseases if the people of Israel would serve the Lord (Exodus 15:26; 
Deuteronomy 28:15-68).  Paul likewise taught that “the last enemy to be destroyed is 
death” (1 Corinthians 15:26).   
 
Why Are Not All Healed? 
 
It is important to develop doctrine from Scripture and not from human experience.  
Because many are not healed should not be the determining factor in one’s doctrine 
today.  There are mysteries which transcend our understanding in this realm.  Some 
answers we must leave with God.  But, we do know that healing has been provided for 
in the atonement of Christ and that it is God’s nature to heal.  Divine healing is an 
integral part of the good news about Jesus.  Deliverance from sickness is provided for in 
the atoning work of Christ on the Cross and is the privilege of all believers (Isaiah 53:4-
5; Matthew 8:16-17; James 5:14-16.   
Not only did God make provision for healing of our physical bodies through His Son, 
Jesus Christ (Isaiah 53:4-51; Peter 2:24), it is His nature to heal (Exodus 15:26; Psalms 
103:1-3; Isaiah 58:6; 3 John 2).   
 
Spiritual Laws Governing Divine Healing 
 
Just as there are physical laws in the natural realm, there are spiritual laws in the 
supernatural realm.  While God made provision for our healing through the atoning work 
of Christ on the Cross, and while it is His nature to heal, there are certain conditions 
which must be met before healing can take place.  God does not respond to our 
emotional intensity.  Nor, does He respond because our need is urgent.  God responds 
when we meet His spiritual conditions for miracles.  Let’s examine some spiritual laws 
which affect the gift of healings.  
 

1. Act on the faith God has already given you (Mark 6:1-5; Luke 6:19; Hebrews 11:6).  
Trust Jesus for your healing and not a man or woman (John 14:6).  Whether it is 
salvation, divine healing, or financial blessings, faith in God is the key which opens 
up God’s storehouse of blessings.  God honors faith, because faith is the currency 
of heaven.  It is the catalyst that unlocks the door to divine blessing.  When we 
have done our part, we must leave the rest to God.  There will always be more 
healings where there is an atmosphere of faith.  Even the Lord found it difficult to 
perform healings in an atmosphere of unbelief (Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:6).  The 



 47 

provision is there; the Church must be alive in faith to see the supernatural 
displayed today.   

2. Take God at His Word!  Matthew 10:6-7 was spoken to the 12 apostles; Luke 10:8 
was spoken to 70 disciples; Mark 16:15-18 applies to every single believer in 
Jesus Christ.  See also John 14:12.   

3. Make sure you are in right relationship with God (1 Corinthians 11:27-32).  No one 
can fool God!  He knows everything.  Divine healing is tied to forgiveness (Psalms 
103:2 -3; Matthew 9:2; James 5:15; James 5:15).    

4. Recognize the role of the Holy Spirit in your healing (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).  Let the 
Holy Spirit be your partner in faith and lead you every step of the way.  Few people 
understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the healing process.  We think of Jesus as 
our healer.  While the Lord made provision for our healing through His atoning 
death on the Cross, we receive God’s healing power through the operation of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4; Romans 8:11). 

5. Understand that healing is not always instant (John 4:46-52).  Instant healing is not 
always good for some people anyway.  As soon as they get healed, they forget 
God until they get into trouble again.  Sometimes, seeing God heal us gradually, as 
we walk in Christ, becomes invaluable wealth of spiritual knowledge.  

6. Let God heal all of you.  We often think of healing as only being physical.  
Sometimes, we need to be delivered from shipwrecked faith due to (1) guilt-ridden 
conscience; (2) memories of being hurt in life, and (3) from the habit of worry.  
Cross-reference 1 Timothy 1:18-20.   

7. Denounce the kingdom of darkness.  One of Jesus’ purposes for coming to planet 
earth was to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8).  In fact, one forth of Jesus’ 
ministries on earth was dedicated to the control of evil spirits.  In almost every 
healing service Jesus held, He began with delivering people from evil spirits.  Read 
Matthew 8:16.  The Lord was dealing with ordinary law-abiding Jewish people who 
went to synagogues on the Sabbath and paid tithes.   

8. Fast (Matthew 17:21).  There are times when fasting needs to be added to prayer 
because it breaks bondages and tears down strongholds that prayer alone can’t.  
Fasting says to God, “I’m serious about this matter which I am petitioning you.”   

 
There are those who believe miracles ceased with the apostles.  Don’t believe it!  If 
miracles were supposed to cease with the apostles why did Jesus say, “These signs will 
accompany those who believe” (Mark 16:17)?  If divine healing was not a part of the 
atoning work of Christ, then why did the apostle James instruct the Church to pray for 
the sick (James 5:14)?  Malachi 3:6 states, “I am the Lord, I change not.”  What Jesus 
did when He walked the earth, He is still doing through Spirit-filled followers (John 
14:12).  Experiencing God’s healing touch should be the norm in our church services.  
Our faith must not rest on man’s wisdom         (1 Corinthians 2:5) but on God’s 
unchanging Word.  The spectacular spread of the full Gospel message and the growth 
in the number of Spirit-filled believers can be attributed to a great degree to God’s 
miraculous intervention in the lives of hurting people--those suffering from emotional, 
spiritual, and physical pain.   
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Belief #13 – The Blessed Hope - Second Return of Christ 
 
The Scriptural truth of the Lord’s soon return is “the blessed hope” (Romans 8:23; 
Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Titus 2:13).  At the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ all Christians will be transformed and caught up together to meet the Lord in the 
air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  Then, Christians of all ages will live with God forever.   
 
Christ’s return will take place in two stages.  In stage one, the Lord descends from 
heaven and gathers His people unto Himself above the earth’s atmosphere.  In stage 
two, Christ physically returns to the planet and rules for 1,000 years.  This is called the 
“Revelation of Christ.”  We call phase one the “rapture of the Church.”  The rapture of 
the Church is the moment when Jesus returns in the sky to gather believers unto Him 
(dead and living saints) and takes them to heaven.  Stage two is when Christ physically 
returns to earth with His saints to rule over the earth.  This is explained in detail in 
Revelation 19.  Matthew 24 tells us that there will be clear signs prior to Christ returning 
to judge the earth (great Tribulation period).  No Biblical signs are given when the 
rapture takes place (Matthew 24:36-42).   
 
The term "rapture" is not found in the Bible, so where does the word come from? The 
term comes from the Latin translation of the Greek word translated "caught up" in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17.  The Latin translation of this verse used the word rapturo. The 
Greek word it translates is harpazo, which means to snatch or take away.  Elsewhere, it 
is used to describe how the Spirit caught up Philip near Gaza and brought him to 
Caesarea (Acts 8:39), and to describe Paul©s experience of being caught up into the 
third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2-4).  Thus, there can be no doubt that the word is used 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 to indicate the actual removal of people from earth to heaven.  
The Greek word harpazo (“caught up”) has four basic meanings.  First, it means to 
“carry off by force.”  The inference is that the devil and his helpers will do all they can to 
keep the rapture from taking place, but the Lord will overpower any such resistance.  
Job said, “But He [God] stands alone, and who can oppose Him?  He does whatever He 
pleases” (Job 23:13).  The second meaning of harpazo is “to claim for oneself eagerly.”  
This is referring to the Lord coming to claim what rightfully belongs to Him, namely His 
saints.  The reason our blessed Lord died on the Cross was so we would be able to 
spend eternity with Him in His Father’s house (John 14:1-2).  The third meaning of 
harpazo “is to snatch away speedily,” emphasizing the sudden nature of the event.  The 
rapture will be similar to what Enoch experienced (Hebrews 11:5).  In 1 Corinthians 
15:51, Paul used the phrase “in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye” to describe the 
suddenness of the rapture.  Like a giant magnet, Christ will gather all whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life unto Himself (dead and living saints).  The day, or 
night, will start out like any other, and then, without warning, a segment of the world’s 
population will suddenly disappear.  It will happen so fast that there won’t be time to 
prepare (Matthew 25:6-13).  The fourth meaning of the word harpazo is “to rescue from 
the danger of destruction.”  This means that followers of Christ will be caught up before 
the destruction of the Tribulation period begins.   
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Rapture of the Church and Second Physical Return of Christ 
# Rapture Second Return 

1. Jesus returns for His saints  

(1Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

Jesus returns with His saints 

(Revelation 19:8; Zechariah 14:1-5) 

2. “Two people will be in one bed; one will 
be taken and the other left”  

(Luke 17:34; Matthew 24:36-42) 

Every eye will see Him  

(Revelation 1:7) 

3. Jesus promises to deliver us from the 
hour of trial (Revelation 3:10).  He tells 
us to pray that we may be able to 
escape all these things (Luke 21:36). 

Jesus resurrects those who died in the 
Tribulation.  These did not escape the Tribulation, 
they died in it! (Revelation 20:4) 

4. Believers taken up to meet Jesus in the 
air before He returns to earth  

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

Jesus returns to earth to rule (Revelation 19:      
1-21).  Satan is thrown into the abyss for 1,000 
years (Rev. 20:1-3).  Those who died for Christ in 
the Tribulation are then raised (Rev. 20:4). 

 
The rapture is a surprise; the Great Tribulation will not be.  At the rapture, there will be a 
sudden removal from the earth without warning of those who belong to Jesus, with 
unbelievers being left behind to face 7 years of Tribulation (Matthew 25:11-12; 
Revelation 3:10).  There is coming a day when we followers of Christ will undergo a 
mysterious metamorphosis.  Our material bodies will be changed to outfit us for eternity 
(1 Corinthians 15:51-53).   
 
There is a parable found in Matthew 25:1-13 that is based on the ancient Jewish 
marriage.  It is clear from the parable that a large portion of the professing church will 
not be in a personal relationship with Christ when He returns for His Church and, 
consequently, will be left behind (Matthew 25:10; Luke 12:45).  Notice that all the virgins 
(both faithful and unfaithful) were taken by surprise by the Bridegroom’s unexpected 
arrival (verses 5-7)!  What differentiates the foolish virgins from the wise (Matthew 25:1-
13) is their failure to be spiritually ready for the Bridegroom.  Jesus is the Bridegroom.  
The parable emphasizes that failure to be in a personal relationship with Christ when He 
returns means being left behind, and possibly being excluded from the bride of Christ, 
the Church (Matthew 25:10-12).  The fact that all the virgins in the parable, both faithful 
and unfaithful, were taken by surprise when the Bridegroom came (Matthews 25:5-7) 
suggests that this parable is referring to believers living before the Great Tribula-tion.  
True believers will not be caught off guard during the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:1-
31), but they will be at the rapture (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12).  
 
The Lord pointed out with care that dates should not be set for His Second Coming 
(Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7).  Yet, there are some guidelines which should be noted in a 
general way, for we are to be alert, discerning the times (Matthew 16:3; 24:32-33).  
First, certain spiritual conditions will prevail just prior to Christ’s return.  The days of 
Christ’s return are compared to the easygoing, spiritual indifference era just before the 
Flood (Matthew 24:37-39).  Paul wrote, “But mark this:  there will be terrible times in the 
last days...having a form of godliness, but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:1, 5).   In 2 
Thessalonians 2:  3-12, Paul speaks of a world-wide rebellion against God and Biblical 
values.  There will be climatic, economic and social conditions that point to Christ’s soon 
return as well (Matthew 24).  Accumulation of unbelievable wealth is a sign of the last 
days of this age (James 5:3.  The establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the 
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return of the Jews to their homeland are sure signs we are living in the last days 
(Jeremiah 31:17).  The figure of the budding fig tree in Matthew 24:32-33 speaks of the 
importance of Israel’s revived nationalism as an indication of the end times.  The return 
of the Jews to their homeland is in fulfillment of prophecy (Jeremiah 30:3) and the 
beginning of Israel’s restoration.  God will once again deal with national Israel in a major 
way.  The Bible makes it clear that foreigners will be intermingled with national Israel 
when they return to their homeland (which is the case today).  Cross-reference Isaiah 
14:1; Isaiah 37:32 and Jeremiah  23:7-8.  A peace treaty between Israel and her 
enemies will actually trigger the beginning of the Tribulation period (Daniel 9:27).  The 
person who enforces this covenant will be the antimessiah.  Only those who are born 
again will understand what is going on at the time (Revelation 13:8; Daniel 11:32).  By 
the time the second half of the Tribulation period gets underway, the planet will be 
nothing more than a police state with the antichrist running things (Revelation 13:15-17; 
Daniel 8:24).   
 
This doctrine of the blessed return of Jesus Christ for the Church is very important 
because it provides motivation for witnessing and following Jesus by living holy.  The 
“snatching away” of living Christians (rapture) will bring an end to suffering, pain, 
hardship, and difficulty as all Christians will be with the Lord forever.  Though the body 
is not alive between death and resurrection, the soul does not sleep, but is consciously 
alive in the presence of the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).  For the sinner, however, the 
rapture is anything but a blessed hope.  To be left behind will involve indescribable 
suffering as God judges a rebellious and disobedient world.  God desires that all 
humankind should ask for forgiveness and be restored to fellowship with Him and be 
spared of the coming judgment of the wicked.  It is for this reason that a primary mission 
of the Church is evangelizing the world, telling as many people as possible of the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Belief #14 – The Millennial Reign of Christ 
 
There is clear teaching in the Bible that following the Great Tribulation, Christ returns 
with His saints and rules for 1,000 years on the earth.  See Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 
24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-14; 20:1-6.  Conditions which will exist on the earth 
during the Millennium (1,000 year period) are as follows:  

 
1. Satan will be imprisoned in the Abyss and Christ rules over the whole earth 

(Revelation 20:1-2; Zechariah 4:14; 14:9; Micah 4:13).  The disciples’ prayer of 
Matthew 6:10 will finally come to pass.  Nations across the globe will be required to 
send ambassadors to Jerusalem once a year to honor Christ in a religious ceremony 
called the “Feast of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16).  Those who refuse to do so will 
suffer severely (Zechariah 14:16-21).   

 
2. It will be a time of peace, rejoicing, and prosperity throughout the earth (Isaiah 9:3; 

35:10; 51:3; Jeremiah 30:18-19).   
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3. Injustice and oppression will be severely dealt with by Christ and His appointed 
judges (Isaiah 2:4-5; Psalms 72:4).  Resurrected saints will most likely manifest 
themselves in tangible bodies, as did Christ after His resurrection.  After His 
resurrection, the Lord’s movement was not hindered by the laws of gravity or  
physics (John 20:19; Acts 1:9).  Operating out of their resurrected (spiritual) bodies 
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 51-54; Jude 1:14; Revelation 19:14-15), resurrected saints 
will assist Christ during the Millennium.  Revelation 20:4, “I saw thrones on which 
were seated those who had been given authority to judge.”  Those who sit on 
thrones are a ruling class of saints who will assist Christ during the Millennium.  
Three groups of judges are promised in the Bible, which may very well take place 
during this period of time: 
 

·  Apostles judge the 12 tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:28-30).  
·  Overcomers will rule over the nations (Revelation 2:26-27; 5:9-10).        

Cross-reference Matthew 25:20-24; Luke 19:16-17; 22:28-30; 2:26; 3:21;      1 
Corinthians 6:2.  

·  Faithful saints will judge fallen angels (1 Corinthians 6:3).  While the Bible 
does not tell us when this judgment will take place, it could take place during 
the Millennium kingdom as well (Revelation 20:4; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6; Daniel 
7:9). 

 
4. The Millennium will be a time of peace between nations (Isaiah 2:4).  Nations will no 

longer go to war, nor will they have need of a military to defend themselves (Micah 
4:3; Isaiah 32:18).  Surviving Arabs and Jews will become friends and worship the 
Lord together (Isaiah 19:23-25).  

 
5. Everyone on the planet will have knowledge of the Lord (Isaiah 11:9; Jeremiah 31:6, 

34; Habakkuk 2:14; Malachi 1:11).  If a person has a question about something, he 
or she can go to Jerusalem and converse with Christ (Isaiah 2:3; 54:13-14; 
Zechariah 2:11).  Can you imagine listening to the Lord teach on the creation!   

 
6. Israel will be spiritually restored and become prominent again in world affairs 

(Ezekiel 36:24-29; 37:15-23).  This is the time Paul spoke of in Romans 11:26 when 
all of Israel will be saved.  See also Ezekiel 37:21-22; Zephaniah 3:19-20; Romans 
11:26-27, and the establishment of universal peace (Psalms 72:3-8; Isaiah 11:6-9; 
Micah 4:3-4).  Under Christ’s leadership, Israel will possess all the land promised to 
Abraham (Isaiah 65:22-24).  Walking in holiness, this remnant of Israel will be a 
great blessing to the entire planet (Romans 11:25-27; Revelation 12:14; Zechariah 
12:10; 13:1-2; 14:20-21; Ezekiel 36:24-29; 36:23-28; Isaiah 2:2-3; 4:2-4; 25:3; 35:8-
10; 58:12; Isaiah 61:1-11; Jeremiah 30:18; 31:38-40).   

 
7. There will be a rebirth of Jerusalem, as it will become the capital of the world 

(Zechariah 8:3).  During the Millennium, God takes special delight in Jerusalem 
(Isaiah 2:1-2; 62:2-3; Ezra 3:2-7; Zechariah 2:8).  For example, Jerusalem will be 
elevated from the surrounding area and a temple built (Isaiah 2:2) from where a river 
will flow down to the Dead Sea (Ezekiel 47:1-12).  Read Isaiah 62:1-20.  “Zion” is 
Jerusalem; Hephzibah (hepisy-bah) means “my delight is in her.”  Beulah means 
“married.”  These terms signify a special relationship between Christ and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.  Christ will make Jerusalem the “praise of the earth” 
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(Isaiah 62:7).  Not only will the Lord live there, He will be like a wall of fire around the 
city (Isaiah 4:5, 62; Ezekiel 43:1-7).  Jerusalem will never be destroyed or taken from 
the Jews again (Isaiah 32:20; Zechariah 14:11; Amos 9:13-15).  Furthermore, for the 
first time in history, Jerusalem will live up to her name, “a city of peace” (Zechariah 
2:1-13; 14:11; Isaiah 51:3; 54:14-17; 63:10).   

 
8. The curse of sin over the physical earth will be lifted.  The earth will experience the 

Sabbath (rest) it has been longing for (Romans 8:19:22).  Following the natural 
disasters that take place during the Great Tribulation (Revelation 16:17-21), radical 
topographical changes will take place throughout the planet so the earth can be 
restored to good health in order to sustain life (Isaiah 30:25; 32:20).  Polluted waters 
will be purified (Isaiah 30:25).  Fresh or “living waters” (in contrast to stagnant water) 
will flow out of Jerusalem down to the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean, making it 
suitable for irrigation (Ezekiel 47:1-12; Zechariah 14:8).  This will make the 
surrounding areas more fertile (Zechariah 14:10).  Recall, the Tribulation closes with 
the sun and moon being affected (Revelation 6:12-14; 16:10).  The sun and moon 
will shine with intensified light (Isaiah 30:26).  This does not mean that the sun will 
scorch people as it did during the Great Tribulation (Revelation 16:8).  Changes are 
needed in these heavenly bodies to restore the earth to good health so vegetation 
can grow in abundance.   

 
9. Climatic changes will take place that will result in an abundance of food for humans 

and animals (Isaiah 30:23-26; 35:1-7; 43:19-21; 50:3; Ezekiel 34:25-27; 36:3, 8-12; 
Amos 9:13-15).  The desert will blossom and become like the Garden of Eden 
(Isaiah 35:1-2; 51:3). 

 
10. The whole creation, including the animal kingdom, will enjoy the freedom Christ 

earned for us through His death and resurrection (Romans 8:19-22).  Predators will 
no longer be predators; meat eaters will become vegetarians, etc.  The lamb and 
lion will sleep side by side; the wolf and the lamb will play together; the poisonous 
snake will no longer harm people, etc.  See Isaiah 11:1-9; 65:25. 

 
11. Life spans will be much longer than as today.  Like those in Genesis 5, people will 

not only have good health (Isaiah 35:5), they will live to a great age (Isaiah 65:18-
23).  A 100-year old person will be considered a youth.  Those who die before that 
age will be considered cursed (Isaiah 65:20).  One of the reasons for this longevity is 
that sickness will be absent for those who serve Christ (Isaiah 33:24; 35:5-6; 60:22).  

 
It sometimes seems that Satan has the world so enslaved in his grasp that conditions 
have no chance of improving.  But God is not dead, as some skeptics claim.  Christ has 
declared that world conditions will become increasingly bad before He returns for His 
own and begins the sequence of end-time events (Matthew 24).  Knowing this we do 
not lose hope as sin, crime, government exercise more control over our lives and 
national disasters increase year after year.  God’s Word has predicted what we are 
seeing, but His Word also tells us that in the end He is the Victor.  The millennial reign 
of Christ will demonstrate that very fact.   
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Belief #15 – The Final Judgment 
 
There will be a final judgment in which the wicked dead--those who have died without 
accepting Christ’s salvation--will be raised and judged according to the way they lived.  
Anyone whose name is not found written in the Book of Life (the recorded list of people 
who received Christ’s forgiveness), together with the devil and his angels, the beast and 
the false prophet, will be sent to everlasting punishment in the lake of fire, which is the 
second death (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15).  God is a 
God of love, but He is also a just God.  He cannot allow sin and wickedness to go 
unpunished.   
 
One false teaching suggests that all people, whether righteous or wicked, will eventually 
be saved.  This is contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture.  No one can love the world 
and go to heaven (1 John 2:15-17).  There are two final judgments described in 
Scripture, one is for the wicked dead and one for believers.  The apostle Paul states in 
Romans 14:10-12, “We will all stand before God’s judgment seat” and give an 
“accounting of himself to God.”  Once a person dies, that’s it; judgment is next (Hebrews 
9:27 and 1 Peter 4:17-18).  While that principle applies to both Christians and 
nonbelievers alike, believers and non-believers will not stand before the same 
judgment.  Christians will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
while nonbelievers will stand before the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 
20:11-15).  There are two primary differences between these two judgments.  First, they 
occur 1,000 years apart.  As there are two separate resurrections, there are two 
separate judgments (Revelation 20:4-5).  Second, the righteous are judged for eternal 
rewards, while the wicked are judged for eternal punishment:  Read 1 Corin-thians 3:10-
15 and 2 Corinthians 5:1-10.  Paul is not teaching a doctrine of purgatory or cleansing of 
a person from mortal sins once he/she dies; nor is he advocating works for salvation.  
That would be contrary to what he said in Ephesians 2:8-9.   
 
While sins are taken into account at the Judgment Seat of Christ, they are not evaluated 
in relationship to eternal punishment.  In respect to eternal punishment, Christ answered 
for the believer when He died on the Cross (John 3:16; Romans 4:8).  When someone 
comes to Christ and is born again (John 3:3), he/she is free from God’s judgment of 
condemnation (John 5:24; Romans 8:1; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 20:11-15).  
Furthermore, good works done outside of Christ by nonbelievers are not relevant to the 
Judgment Seat of Christ because they won’t be going to heaven.  Their works, plus sins 
(how they lived), are presented at the Great White Throne Judgment after the Kingdom 
of God has been firmly established in heaven.   
 
The primary difference between the Great White Throne Judgment and the Judgment 
Seat of Christ has to do with the evaluation of deeds and attitudes.  While the evaluation 
of sins and works are taken into account at both judgments, the purpose is totally 
different.  The person who stands before the Judgment Seat of Christ is already saved!  
There is no hope of eternal life for the person standing before the Great White Throne 
Judgment, the final judgment.  It is nothing more than a judicial proceeding before final 
sentencing is passed, not a trial to determine if a person should go to heaven or hell.  
One’s eternal destination is determined before death occurs (John 3:18: John 5:24; 
John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 9:27).  Unbelievers will receive their just reward by being 
placed in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).  Let’s examine these two final 
judgments in detail. 
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Judgment Seat of Christ 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 2:10.  The Greek word for “judgment seat” in this passage is bema.  
It refers to the steps a marathon winner climbs in order to be wreathed before the entire 
city.  “Appear” (Greek phaneroo) means to be revealed openly.  This means that each 
Christian will individually meet with the Lord to have his/her secret deeds, motives, 
thoughts, words, actions, etc., openly evaluated or exposed for what they are.  We will 
be examined in the following areas:  
 

·  Words (Matthew 12:36-37). 
·  Deeds (Ephesians 6:8). 
·  Attitudes (Matthew 5:22; Philippians 2:3-5). 
·  Motives (1 Corinthians 4:5). 
·  Respect and service to others (Ephesians 6:5-9). 
·  Love for or lack of love for others (Matthew 22:37-39; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 1 

Peter 4:8).  
·  Ministry in the Church (1 Corinthians 3:13; Ephesians 4:12; Colossians 1:7; 

1Timothy 4:6; 2 Timothy 4:15; 1 Peter 4:10-11). 
·  Knowledge of the Gospel and opportunities offered (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 

2:12-13).   
 
Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.  This tells us that we will be evaluated by Christ for our 
degree of faithfulness to God and the grace given during this life on earth.  Keep in mind 
that we are already saved or we wouldn’t be standing before this judgment seat!  In 
verse 12, Paul divides works into two categories:  (1) things that do not burn up in a fire 
(“gold, silver and precious stones”) and (2) things that do (“wood, hay, and stubble”).  
The analogy is clear.  We will be rewarded for the things done in the body that survive 
the test of Christ’s judgment (verse 14).  There is a possibility for a believer to walk 
away empted handed, yet still be saved (1 Corinthians 3:15).  The Greek word zemioo 
means “to suffer loss or damage.”  Read 2 John 8.  The careless Christian can suffer 
loss or damage in the following ways: 

 
·  Shame (2 Thessalonians 2:15; 2 Timothy 2:15; 1 John 2:28; 1 John 4:17). 
·  Loss of his/her life’s work (1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 1 John 2:28). 
·  Loss of rewards (1 Corinthians 3:14-15). 
·  Loss of honor before God (Romans 2:7). 
·  Loss of authority (Matthew 5:19; 19:30; 19:19-30; 25:14-30). 
·  Repayment for the wrong done to others (Colossians 3:24-25). 

 
The results at the Judgment Seat of Christ will determine a believer’s authority, position, 
rewards, and honor given in the age to come (Matthew 5:19; 19:30; 20:23; 25:14-30; 
Romans 2:10; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; Philippians 3:14; 2 Timothy 2:10; 4:8; 1 Peter 1:7; 
2:11-12).  Knowing this should motivate us to dedicate ourselves wholly to the service of 
our Lord (Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 2:12; 4:3; 1 Peter 4:17-18). 
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The Final Judgment - Great White Throne Judgment  
 
Read Revelation 20:11-15.  Following Christ’s Millennium reign and the final 
insurrection on earth (Revelation 20:5-9), death’s seal is broken and the gates of hell 
are opened as condemned souls of past ages are resurrected to face God.  How terrible 
the meeting (Matthew 7:13; Hebrews 10:31)!  This is the final harvest of the wicked 
dead and the final counting of souls living on planet earth.  Christians will have already 
been judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ 1,000 years earlier (Revelation 20:4-15).  
This resurrection and subsequent judgment completes the drama of human history.  It is 
the last thing God does before setting up His eternal kingdom (Revelation 22:1).  Those 
who stand before this judgment will all be unsaved people!  Some believe those who 
were saved during the Millennium will also be included in the Great White Throne 
Judgment.  I know of no Scripture that supports this theory.  There is no such thing as a 
general gathering of good and evil souls who stand before God’s tribunal.  In fact, 
Scripture contradicts any such notion (Psalms 1:5; Daniel 12:2; John 5:29; Revelation 
20:5-6).  All who stand before the Great White Throne Judgment will be eternally 
condemned before they show up! (John 3:18)  You might say, “What about the mixture 
that takes place at the judgment of the sheep and goats found in Matthew 25?”  
According to Matthew 25:31, that judgment occurs after Christ returns to set up His 
Millennium kingdom.  The Great White Throne Judgment takes place 1,000 years later 
(Revelation 20:5-6)!   
 
Revelation 20:11, “I saw a Great White Throne and Him who was seated on it.”  The 
throne is called “great” because of the masses of people who will stand before it.  Some 
may be thinking, “I’ll take my chances.  I believe God is going to be just and righteous 
and let me present my good deeds (works).”  You are right.  He is just and righteous, 
and He will let you present your works.  That is what He says He is going to do.  But I 
have news for you:  At that judgment nobody is saved, because you cannot be saved by 
your works (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Whether there is justice in this life or not, there will be at 
the Great White Throne Judgment.   
 
Please note that there is no name, shape, or form mentioned as to the identity of the 
throne sitter, the Judge.  Some believe if it was Jesus alone, He would appear in some 
definite form or be mentioned by name, as in every other instance in Revelation.  That’s 
not the case here.  Daniel 7:10 calls the throne sitter the “Ancient of Days.”  This is a 
title for God the Father (Daniel 7:13).  You say, what about John 5:22 where it says, 
“The Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son?”  Please note 
that only seven verses down (verse 30), Jesus also said, “By myself I can do nothing.  I 
judge as I hear.”  In other words, Jesus never does anything separate from the Father.  
So what can we conclude from these seemingly contradicting statements concerning 
the judge at the Great White Throne?  The throne sitter is Elohim, the eternal Godhead.  
Jesus is a member of the Elohim (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15).  It is immaterial who the 
Judge is, however; the outcome is the same, justice for the wicked.   
 
Revelation 20:12, “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 
books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  The dead 
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.”  It is clear from 
this passage that life’s records are indelibly written down so an accounting of how one 
lived can be made at the end of one’s earthly existence.  “Great and small” (verse 12) 
means that with no exception, every class, state, condition, and classification will stand 
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before God’s tribunal.  The rich will stand beside the beggar.  A parent will stand beside 
a child.  A politician will stand beside a voter.  The murderer will stand beside his victim.  
Assembled millions will witness the disclosure of one’s true character as unsettled 
accounts of the ages are investigated and every hidden deed and secret sin exposed.  
See Matthew 10:26; Hebrews 4:13; Romans 2:16; Mark 4:22; Psalms 139:1-4. 

 
See Revelation 20:13.  This passage tells us that the method of death and disposition of 
the body is immaterial.  Whether burial at sea, land, or cremation, no sinner will escape 
the justice of God on Judgment Day.  Note that people were judged “according to what 
they had done” (Revelation 20:13). The question often asked is, “Why is the Great 
White Throne Judgment based on deeds (works) if everyone who appears before it is 
unsaved and is going to the lake of fire anyway?”  There are three reasons God judges 
people based on works or deeds at this tribunal.  First, this is not a trial.  It is a judicial 
proceeding before final sentencing is pronounced.  It is not to determine if the person 
will go to heaven or hell.  The person already stands condemned because he/she 
rejected Jesus, the only means of salvation.  One’s eternal destination is determined by 
one’s acceptance or nonacceptance of the Lord Jesus before death occurs!  See John 
3:18; 8:24; 14:6; Acts 4:12.  The second reason the Great White Throne Judgment is 
about deeds is because those in attendance are being judged according to the law and 
not according to grace.  Since those who stand before the Great White Throne 
Judgment have rejected Christ (the means of grace) they are being judged according to 
the law.  Because the law is based on works and deeds, those in attendance at this 
tribunal will have to answer for each and every word spoken, attitude, motive, and deed 
committed in the body.  Under the law, if a person is guilty of breaking part of the law, 
he/she is guilty of all of it (James 2:10-11; 1 Peter 1:16; Romans 2:12-16; Galatians 
3:10; 4:4; 5:4-7, 18).  I don’t know about you, but there’s no way I could measure up to 
the absolute holiness of God demanded by the law.  That is why we all need grace.  
Under grace, Christ measures up for us (John 5:24; Romans 8:1).  There is no grace or 
mercy under the law.  It is pure justice.  See Matthew 12:36-37; James 2:12-13.  The 
third reason the Great White Throne Judgment is based on works (deeds) is because 
what a person does and says is a manifestation of his/her faith and the inner conditions 
of his/her heart (Matthew 7:16).  The deeds of those who stand before the Great White 
Throne will prove they are rebellious sinners and deserve to go to the lake of fire.  
Cross-reference James 2:14-19; Matthew 7:21-23; 16:27; John 14:15; Romans 2:6-11.   
 
Revelation 20:14, “Then death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.  The lake of 
fire is the second death.”  “The last enemy to be destroyed is death”       (1 Corinthians 
15:56).  My good friend, the late Billy Popejoy once said, “Death is the place that 
contains the body, hell contains the soul.”  While death has taken the body, Hades has 
claimed the soul of a lost person (Luke 16:23).  Hades is a Greek word that refers to the 
place of afterlife or place of departed spirits.  Why does God banish the distasteful 
region of the first death together with hell?  For one thing, death is the “last enemy to be 
destroyed” (1 Corinthians 15:26).  Secondly, there will be no more death (Revelation 
22:3-4), sin, or sinners (Revelation 21:27) in the age to come.  Therefore, death and hell 
will no longer be needed!  In Romans 5:14 and 1 Corinthians 15:55-56, the apostle Paul 
personifies death and sin because they entered the world at the same time.  Death is 
the result of sin and has an all-inclusive three-fold meaning.  First, there is spiritual 
death as a result of sin that came through the First Adam (Romans 5:12).  Spiritual 
death is the rebellious and independent nature we inherited from Adam that separated 
us from God.  During the interval from Adam to Moses, people did not commit the same 
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kind of sin as did Adam; nor, was sin a transgression of the law as was Adam’s.  That’s 
because the Ten Commandments had not been given (Romans 5:13).  However, 
Adam’s sin became their sin because they died as Adam died (Romans 5:12).  The fact 
Adam lived physically for more than 900 years after he disobeyed this command and 
was told he would die (Genesis 2:17) means that God had both physical death and 
spiritual death in mind.  Proof of Adam’s spirituality is found in the fact that after he had 
disobeyed he felt shame and feared God (Genesis 3:10).  Adam represented the human 
race; his transgression is our transgression (Romans 5:12).  His spiritual death is our 
death.  While this may seem unfair, it’s not.  It’s mercy!  If God could declare everyone a 
sinner because of what the First Adam did, He can declare everyone righteous because 
of what the Second Adam, Christ, did (Romans 5:17-19).  Christ’s righteousness 
becomes our righteousness when we repent of our sins and accept Him as our personal 
Savior (Romans 1:17; 3:22; 5:19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 45; Philippians 3:9).  Until we 
are born anew of God’s nature (John 3:3, 5-8), we remain spiritually dead and 
separated from God.  The only way to be born again and become spiritually alive is 
through saving faith in Christ Jesus (John 3:15-18).  Second, there is physical death 
that only involves the body (Matthew 10:28).  We inherit Adam’s physical death when 
we are born into the world.  Unless we are transformed and taken up into heaven during 
the rapture of the Church, we will all experience physical death (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  Third, there is eternal death.  Eternal death is eternal 
separation from God in the lake of fire.  See Revelation 20:6, 14, 15; 21:18; Daniel 12:2; 
John 5:29.   Unless a person is redeemed through a born-again experience through the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ and has his/her name written down in the Book of Life, the 
inevitable follows.  Hebrews 9:27-28 tells us that God did not create us to live eternally 
separate from Him.   
 
Revelation 20:14 calls the lake of fire the “second death.”  The term “second death” 
does not mean that a person ceases to exist.  It refers to eternal punishment or spiritual 
death.  Revelation 19:20 tells us that the antichrist and false prophet were thrown alive 
into the fiery lake of burning sulfur” (emphasis added).  Spiritual death is separation 
from the presence of God for eternity.  As the souls of the wicked did not cease to exist 
when they physically died and went to hell (torment side of Hades), they do not cease to 
exist when they go to the lake of fire.  See Revelation 2:11; 20:6; 21:8.  However, going 
to the lake of fire is like dying all over again, as it will be eternal banishment from the 
presence of God (2 Thessalonians 1:8).  “Eternal fire” (Revelation 20:15) was initially 
“prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).  To spiritually die a second time 
and go to the lake of fire is a decision we make.  Dwight L. Moody put it like this:  “He 
who is born once will die twice; he who is born twice will die once.”  The Lord tells us in 
John 8:24, “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the 
one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”  A person who dies without saving 
faith in Jesus will experience the second spiritual death and eternal fire called the lake 
of fire.  
 
The Bible does not tell us where the dreadful abode (lake of fire) of the helpless and 
hopeless will be located.  However, somewhere out there is a place of eternal torment 
more horrifying than hell, where sinners will grind their teeth in pain but will never get 
relief (Matthew 18:8; 25:46; 22:13; 25:30; Mark 9:43-48; Romans 2:9).  We know from 
Revelation 20:10 that the lake of fire is a “lake of burning sulfur.”  It’s hard to imagine 
such a place, yet it will exist throughout eternity.   
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Revelation 20:15, “If anyone’s name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.”  The Book of Life contains the names of those who belong 
to Jesus (Revelation 13:8).  Everyone else belongs to Satan (Matthew 13:38).  They will 
accompany him, the antichrist, and false prophet into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).  
There are two false assumptions going around concerning eternal punishment.  The first 
is God could not send someone to hell because He is love.  If you are of that mindset, 
read Matthew 25:41-46, Mark 9:43-48, Luke 16:22-31, and 2 Peter 2:4-9.  
Unfortunately, good people who reject Christ will go to hell (John 3:3; 3:16-18; 8:24; 
14:6; Acts 4:12; Luke 12:13-20; 2 Corinthians 6:2; 2 Timothy 4:3-4; Hebrews 2:3-4).  
The second false assumption concerning hell is that there is a compartment there called 
purgatory, where a person can have a second chance after death.  Don’t believe it!  If a 
person is saved, he/she wouldn’t be in hell waiting judgment anyway!  Revelation 20:15 
states, “If anyone’s name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire.”  A person’s name must be recorded in the Book of Life while he/she is 
still living on the earth (Hebrews 9:27; Luke 16:22-31; John 8:24; Hebrews 9:27).  Jesus 
spoke of this in the Parable of the Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22:1-14).  “Darkness” in 
Matthew 22:13 is the Biblical term describing the absence of God.  “Wedding clothes” 
symbolize a condition of readiness, a present possession of true faith in Christ and 
continued obedience made possible through the grace of Christ (Matthew 24:44; 25:21).  
The only way to get one’s name in the Book of Life and be accepted into God’s kingdom 
and escape hell is by being “born again” (John 3:3) and following Jesus (John 14:6). 
 
Why is the Book of Life open if everyone who stands before the Great White Throne 
Judgment is lost?  First, it is presented as the first material witness to prove to sinners 
they don’t belong to Jesus.  If a person’s name is not written down in the Book of Life, 
he or she belongs in the lake of fire along with Satan (Revelation 20:15).  It is not the 
absence of good works that causes a person to stand before the Great White Throne 
Judgment; it is the absence of a person’s name in the Book of Life!  No one at the Great 
White Throne Judgment will have his/her name written down in the Book of Life.  There 
will be those who will try to justify themselves based on their belief in God.  A belief in 
God is not enough to go to heaven (James 2:18-20).  The only way for someone to get 
his or her name written down in the Book of Life is to believe in and follow Jesus (John 
3:16-18; John 8:24; 14:6).  Revelation 21:8 gives us an idea of the kinds of people who 
will be standing this tribunal.  See Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Revelation 
21:27; 22:15.  Second, the Book of Life is open to prove to those who claim to be 
Christians, but do not have a personal relationship with Christ that they don’t belong to 
Him.  Some will try to stand on what they had done in the name of Jesus for justification 
purposes.  God is not fooled by the outward appearance (Matthew 7:21; 23:25; 
Galatians 4:9; Titus 3:5-6).  It’s one thing to say we believe in Jesus; it’s another to 
follow Him until the end of life.  In the kingdom of God, character (substance) is more 
important than function.  What we are in relationship to Christ is so much more 
important than a title or what we do in the church.  The third reason the Book of Life is 
open is to warn those who read the book of Revelation, or hear it read (Revelation 
22:7), that the only one way to escape the lake of fire (second death) is by receiving and 
following Jesus Christ (Revelation 2:11).  You say, “What about those who have never 
heard the Gospel of Christ?”  Scripture does not give us all the details concerning those 
who have never heard the Gospel.  Deuteronomy 29:29:  “The secret things belong to 
the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever...”  
God has revealed what we need to know in order to prepare for eternity.  What He has 
not revealed is not for us to know in this life.  One thing for sure, God will do what is just 
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and fair (Genesis 18:25).  According to the apostle Paul, those who died without hearing 
the Gospel will be judged by their own consciences (Romans 2:12-16).  The sinner will 
not be able to dispute his/her own conscience.  That means that the conscience will be 
the second material witness at the Great White Throne Judgment.  Even though the 
individual may not have heard about Jesus, he/she did not follow the measure of 
knowledge of right and wrong that he/she had (Romans 2:14-15).   
 
It is important to understand that a person’s name can be removed from the Book of 
Life.  See Exodus 32:32-33, Psalms 69:28, and Revelation 3:5.  There are two ways in 
which a person can have his/her names removed from the Book of Life.  First, should 
someone come out of Christ and trust some other means (person or belief) for 
salvation, his/her name will be removed from the Book of Life.  Whether it is Judaism 
(Mosaic Law), Islam, or any other form of religion, when the person begins to trust in 
some other means for salvation other than Jesus, he/she is no longer covered by the 
blood of Jesus.  See Galatians 3:1-5; 5:1-4, Colossians 1:21-23, and Hebrews 3:12-19.  
Muhammad cannot save anyone; he couldn’t even save himself.  The same can be said 
of any religion or religious leader, whether Buddha, Confucius, Gandhi, the Pope, 
prophet, pastor, teacher, mom, or dad.  Being sinless, Jesus died in your place and took 
God’s wrath on Himself so He could offer you eternal life (Romans 5:8; 6:23).  See Acts 
4:12.  Since God has said that salvation is found only in Christ Jesus, He cannot deviate 
from that standard and let someone in who doesn’t believe in Jesus.  See John 3:16-18, 
Acts 4:12, Colossians 1:21-23, and Hebrews 10:26-31.  Another way of having one’s 
name removed from the Book of Life is by abandoning the faith and turning back into 
the world, thereby entering into a life of sin.  Such a person becomes self-condemned.  
Titus 3:10-11, “Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time.  After 
that, have nothing to do with him.  You may be sure that such a man is warped and 
sinful; he is self-condemned.”  See also 2 Peter 2:20-22; Matthew 18:15-17; Luke 
12:42-46; John 15:5-6; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Hebrews 3:12-19, 6:4-
10, and 10:26-31; James 2:10-11; Revelation 3:11; and John 15:6:  “If anyone does not 
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown into the fire and burned.”  This passage 
makes it unmistakably clear that Christ did not believe “once in the vine, always in the 
vine” (Christ is the vine).  You may ask, “How do I know if I have reached the point 
where my name has been removed from the Book of Life?”  Backsliding is a process 
and an issue of the heart.  Only God knows when the stubbornness (hardening) of an 
individual’s heart reaches the point of no return.  One thing for sure, God will do all He 
can to prevent someone from being eternally lost (2 Peter 3:9).  Ask yourself, “Do I still 
want to be saved?”  If the answer is “yes,” even though God’s voice is only faintly 
coming through, the opportunity to turn back to Christ is still there.  Turn while there is 
still time!  God would not still be dealing with someone for whom salvation could never 
come!  However, if a person continually refuses to listen to the convicting voice of the 
Holy Spirit, his/her conscience will eventually become calloused and indifferent to the 
things of God.  If the person continues down a pathway of rebellion, he/she will reach a 
point when he/she no longer wants anything to do with God, the Bible, or the Church.  In 
fact, someone who has gone beyond redemption does not even care if he/she were 
saved or not.  That’s when they become a reprobate and God turns them over to their 
own depraved thinking (Romans 1:28-32).  See also 2 Peter 2:20-22.  
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Revelation 20:10, “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 
burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown.  They will be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever.”   Notice that the antichrist (“beast”) and 
false prophet were still alive in the lake of fire 1,000 years later! (Revelation 20:10)  Also 
see Revelation 14:9-11.  These refute the theory that the unsaved and wicked will be 
snuffed out when they are cast into the lake of fire.  As the soul does not die at the first 
death, the soul will not die at the second death (lake of fire).  Not only does the wicked, 
including Satan, remain alive in the lake of fire, they are in hideous torment day and 
night.  Furthermore, Satan was not in a position of ruling hell (Revelation 20:1-3) and he 
will not be in a position of ruling in the lake of fire.  He will not be seated on a throne 
instructing demons to turn up the temperature of the damned or poking them with 
pitchforks.  Malcolm Smith once said, “Hell is not Satan’s headquarters.  It is his prison.”  
How true!  Revelation 14:11:  “And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever.  
There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for 
anyone who receives the mark of his name.”  The devil will be punished in severe 
torment, along with all fallen angels, demons, and all unbelievers.  What do you think 
the most shocking thing the unsaved will experience?  It will probably be the realization 
that their torment will never end!  No doubt, many will think their punishment is over 
when they are let out of hell to stand before the Great White Throne Judgment, only to 
be sentenced to a worse place for eternity.  It will be an overwhelming experience.   
 
Revelation 22:11, “Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile 
continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy 
continue to be holy.”  Ecclesiastes 11:3 states, “…if a tree falls toward the south or 
toward the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie” (AMP).  Just as a tree 
cannot change its fate or direction once it falls to the ground, once a person dies there 
is no hope of changing his/her eternal direction.  That person’s fate is eternally locked 
in.  See Hebrews 9:27.  There is no Scriptural foundation for purgatories, greater 
heavens, lesser hells, or second chances after death.  If the person is not redeemed 
when he/she dies, he/she will remain an unredeemed sinner throughout eternity.  If the 
person is a true believer in Christ and is living holy at time of death, he/she will continue 
to be a member of God’s spiritual family throughout eternity.   
 
Judgment is not a popular subject in the times we live, but it is essential because it 
reminds all humans that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), that there is a 
judgment of everlasting punishment waiting the devil, his followers, and all people who 
have not accepted God’s gracious provision of salvation.  While people need to hear 
about Jesus and His love, they also need to hear about the final judgment when the 
Dispensation of Grace will end, and when forgiveness will no longer be offered.  
Entering God’s kingdom and remaining faithful to Christ until the end is serious 
business.  If you have not repented of your sins and trusted in Jesus for eternal life, do 
so before it is too late.  A person does not become a Christian by being born into a 
Christian family or attending or joining a Christian Church.  A person doesn’t become a 
Christian by reading the Bible, shaking the preacher’s hand, or performing certain 
Christian rites, such as baptism or communion.  A person becomes a Christian by 
realizing that he/she is a sinner, repent, and turn to Jesus for eternal life.  Failure to do 
so will result in standing before the Great White Throne Judgment.    
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Belief #16 – The New Heavens and the New Earth 
 
Here, we move from time to eternity.  Eternity is what we’ve been waiting for.  
Ecclesiastes 3:10-11 tells us that God has put eternity in our hearts.  In the absolute 
sense, eternity, not heaven, is God’s dwelling place (Isaiah 57:15).  And it will one day 
be ours, as there will be a new created order.   
 
According to God’s promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness will dwell and reign forever and we get to live with Jesus throughout 
eternity (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21, 22).  After the Millennium (1,000 year period), all 
Christians will dwell forever with God and have access to a beautifully restored 
universe.  The doctrine of a new heaven and new earth is important because it assures 
believers in Christ of future abode in a world far better than this one. 
 

Conclusion 
 
You have now journeyed through a brief panorama of Bible doctrine. Bible doctrines are 
sign posts of life that direct our way and keep us on course on our heavenly journey to 
go be with Christ in His Father’s house (John 14:2-3).   
 
We live in a world where nothing appears to be certain; where morality is said to be 
relative, and where there is corruption in almost every segment of society, including the 
Christian community.  All this is promoted by a world-wide media that is programming 
people for a progressive secular society, where moral behavior is subject to personal 
interpretation and personal experience.  On what do you base your decisions in an 
environment like this?  The answer is God’s unchanging Word.  Change is common to 
all human life.  We are not what we were yesterday; we will not be tomorrow what we 
are today.  Like our world, much of what we are, do, and say is temporal.  But God’s 
Word will never change.  That is because God does not change (Malachi 3:6; James 
1:17).  His absolutes (commandments) governing holy living, conduct, and eternity 
never change.  Furthermore, they can never be interpreted differently in a given 
situation.   
 
(About the writer:  Boyce A. Teas is a Bible teacher and former Associate Pastor at 
Niceville Assembly of God, Niceville, Florida.) 
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Questionnaire 
 

What We Believe 
 
 

Instructions 
 
In studying a course of this nature, much Scripture must be read.  It is recommended 
that you read all of the assigned Scripture before reading the material in the study 
course.  Certainly, the student hardly needs the exhortation to read prayerfully.  The 
Bible is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written.  That is because the 
Holy Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).   
 
It is also recommended that you read through an entire section before answering the 
questions provided in the workbook.  The value of reading with continuity is that we 
discern the central line of thought…the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the 
understanding of others related to it.   
 
Following each section, questions have been prepared to help you grasp the “meat” of 
the study.  It will be to your benefit to completely read through each section before 
attempting to answer the questions.   
 
If you need help understanding the material or have a question, please contact your 
Course Advisor at TEMO@nicevilleag.com.   
 

 
 Belief #1 - The Bible Inspired  

 
1.  Since there are so many religious beliefs today, how can one know what to believe in 
respect to God, faith, and eternal life?   

 
 
 
 

2.  Second Timothy 3:15-17 tells us that… 
 

a. Both the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired of God. 
b. The Bible is the revelation of God to humanity. 
c. The Bible is the inerrant and infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct. 
d. All of the above. 

 
3.  The word “canon” means measuring line, rule, rod, or criteria.  When applied to the 
Bible, the term means those books which are inspired of God and are His Word.  __ 
True ___ False 
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4.  Which is true? 
 

a. Church councils created the New Testament cannon. 
b. Only the Roman Catholic Church created the New Testament cannon.   
c. Church councils did not create the New Testament canon.  They simply 

recognized at an official level what Christians had already accepted.  
d. Church councils decided what translations of the Bible could be printed. 
 

5.  Which statement is correct? 
 

a. The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to fallen humanity. 
b. The Bible is God’s promise of salvation through the righteousness of His Son 

Jesus through faith.   
c. The Bible is God’s guide book in respect to eternity, holy conduct, and godly 

character.  
d. All of the above. 
 

6.  Unless we _____________ and _____________ Scripture, we are not equipped for 
making good decisions and doing the will of God.   
 
7.  Biblical commandments are a reflection of God’s _______ and ___________. 
 
8.  Since God does not change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17), His commandments and 
principles governing holy living, conduct, and eternity never change.  Furthermore, they 
can never be ______________ differently in a given situation. 
 
9.  What reasons did the writer of the study course say you should trust the Bible over 
all other sources on earth?   
 

a. Until the living Word (Jesus) returns, the Bible is the only true Word of God.  
b. It is good reading. 
c. It can be interpreted differently in any given situation. 
d. All of the above. 

 
Belief #2 – The One True God 

 
1.  Why does pantheism lead to idol worship  
 
 
2.  While God is a real personal God, He is also…  

a. Spirit. 
b. Eternal. 
c. Infinite. 
d. All of the above. 

 



 64 

3.  Created things, such as angels, universe, earth, heaven, etc., are not eternal the 
way God is.  Why?   
 
 
4.  What are God’s moral communicable attributes?.  Explain why you think each is 
important?  (See bottom of pages 10 and 11) 
 

a. Hate, goodness, love, holiness, and righteousness. 
b. Goodness, love, holiness, righteousness, and immutability. 
c. Vengeance, hate, anger, temperance, and jealousy. 
d. Jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions and factions. 

 
5.  Listed below are the natural communicable attributes of God.  Explain why each is 
important.   

 
Omnipotent is important because: 
 
 
Omnipresent is important because: 
 
 
Omniscient is important because: 
 
 
6.  God is sovereign.  This means that… 
 

a. God is under obligation to no one. 
b. God does what He wants to.  He acts according to His own imperial pleasure. 
c. Should all the denizens of heaven and all of the inhabitants of the earth join 

together in revolt against God, it would cause Him no uneasiness. 
d. All of the above. 
 

7.  Romans 1:29 indicates that the existence of God may be known by all through 
general revelation (i.e., creation).  To fully know the nature of God, however, we must 
turn to… 

 
a. The Scriptures. 
b. Our neighbor. 
c. The Mormons. 
d. The Jehovah Witnesses. 

 
8.  Throughout the Bible, God reveals Himself to us in a variety of ways.  One of those 
ways is through His names.  Which name describes the plural nature of God?   
 

a. El. 
b. Elohim. 
c. Yalweh (Jehovah). 
d. None of the above. 
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9.  There was a time, if “time” it could be called, when in unity of His nature God dwelt 
alone.  ___ True ___ False 
 
10.  Before the creation took place there was only God.  He was under no constraint, no 
necessity to create.  That He chose to do so was purely a sovereign act on His part, 
caused by nothing outside Himself and determined by nothing but His own mere good 
pleasure.  ___ True ___ False 
 
11.  Which statement is true? 
 

a. Had a universe, angels, or human beings been necessary to God in any way, 
they also would have been called into existence from all eternity.  They weren’t! 

b. When man and created things were called into existence, they added nothing to 
God’s essence or glory.   

c. The creation was a sovereign act on God’s part, caused by nothing outside 
Himself and determined by nothing but His own mere good pleasure. 

d. All of the above is true. 
 
12.  What God did create was out of _____________ and for His manifest 
_____________. 
 
13.  The plurality of God is called the _____________________. 
 
14.  The Godhead is made up of… 
 

a. Jesus only. 
b. Father God only. 
c. The Holy Spirit only. 
d. Peter, James, and John. 
e. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
15.  The three Persons of the Godhead are not three gods or separate independent 
beings.  Nor, is the Godhead made up of three parts or expressions of God.  ___ True 
___ False 
 
16.  Which is true concerning the Godhead? 
 

a. God exists equally in essential being, attributes, power, glory, mutual communion 
in knowledge, and interrelationship. 

b. God exists only in one Person, Jesus. 
c. Jesus does not exist. 
d. The Holy Spirit is not a member of the Godhead. 
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17.  While Jesus was being baptized by John the Baptist at the Jordan River, a voice 
from heaven stated, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”  This is 
proof that… 
 

a. Jesus and the Father are not the same person. 
b. That Jesus is a member of the Godhead. 
c. Jesus is the Son of God. 
d. All of the above. 

 
18.  Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit possess attributes that can only be true of God.  
Each member of the Godhead is coequal, coeternal, and of one substance.   
___ True ___ False 

 
Belief # 3 – The Deity of Jesus Christ 

 
1.  Christ is and has always been God by nature, equal with the Father before, during, 
and after the incarnation.  ___ True ___ False 
 
2.  Christ let go of His privileges and glory in heaven and came to earth to be born as a 
baby in a manger in order that we on earth might be ______________. 
 
3.  Being conceived of the Holy Spirit, Christ was fully             . 
 
4.  While Christ was fully God, He was also fully              .   
 
5.  Christ was born a human without sin because Adam’s sin did not affect Him.  Why 
didn’t Adam’s sin affect Christ like it does us when we are born?   
 

a. It was because He didn’t have Eve to encourage Him to disobey God. 
b. It was because He came from heaven. 
c. It was because He was good looking. 
d. It was because the devil wasn’t there to tempt Him. 

 
6.  The difference between Christ’s humanity and the First Adam was that Christ never 
sinned one time during His lifetime (1 Peter 3:10).  ___ True ___ False 
 
7.  Jesus is the anointed, appointed, approved, virgin-born, sinless Son of God:  Savior, 
Redeemer, Messiah, and soon coming King.  ___ True ___ False 

 
8.  There was never a time when God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the 
Holy Spirit did not exist as ___________. 
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Belief #4 - Man and His Fall 
 
1.  What is original sin?  
 
 
 
2.  What are some results of the fall of Adam and Eve that are felt by humans today?  

 
 

Belief # 5 – The Salvation of Mankind 
 
1.  Explain the term atonement: 
 
 
 
2.  The process of atonement is called propitiation.  Explain propitiation? 
 
 
3.  Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ.  
What is salvation?   
 
 
4.  What is the inward evidence of receiving salvation? 
5.  What is the outward evidence of receiving salvation? 
 
 
6.  In what way is faith important to salvation?  
 
 
 

Belief #6 – The Ordinances of the Church 
 
1. The two ordinances which were specifically initiated by Christ were… 
 

a. Speaking in tongues and prophecy. 
b. How we should worship and when we are to worship. 
c. Communion and water baptism. 
d. Tithing and water baptism. 

 
2.  Communion and water baptism are merely the customs of the Church; they have no 
saving grace.  ___ True ___ False 
 
3.  The ordinance of baptism for the Assemblies of God is by what method? 
 

a. Immersion in water. 
b. Sprinkling. 
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4.  The baptismal formula supplied by our Lord in Matthew 28:19 is to baptize… 
 

a. In Jesus name only. 
b. In the name of the apostles. 
c. In the name of the Pope. 
d. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
5.  Only those with a testimony of saving faith in the Lord Jesus as Lord and Savior are 
eligible for water baptism.  __True  __ False 
 
6.  Which of the following is correct? 
 

a. Communion is a time of remembering what Jesus, the only mediator between 
God and humanity (Acts 4:12), did for us when He died on the Cross (1 
Corinthians 11:26). 

b. The ordinance also looks forward to Christ’s second return to earth. 
c. Communion is a celebration of life, of the living Savior. 
d.  All of the above. 

 
 

Belief #7 – The Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
 
1.  The Holy Spirit is… 
 

a.  Only an influence or power. 
b.  A divine person with a personality all His own. 
c.  Just an expression of God. 
d.  One of God’s masks. 

 
2.  As the executor of the triune Godhead, the Holy Spirit was active in the creation, 
actively preserving the universe, and is active in the creation and preservation of 
spiritual life.  ___ True  ___ False 
 
3.  As the third person of the triune Godhead, the Holy Spirit can be… 
 

a. Blasphemed. 
b. Lied to. 
c. Grieved. 
d. All of the above. 

 
4.  The Holy Spirit is seen performing a variety of acts appropriate to His true 
personality.  Name two of them:   
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5.  Various symbols are used in the Bible for the Holy Spirit.  Name one and explain why 
you believe that symbol is used to describe the Holy Spirit.   
 
 
 
 
6.  Why do you believe that speaking in tongues is the initial evidence for having 
received the baptism in the Spirit? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Furthermore, a Spirit-filled believer becomes a candidate for the gifts or 
manifestations of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7-11).  The primary purpose for these 
manifestations is to equip the church to carry out the Great Commission on earth (Mark 
16:15-18; Matthew 28:18-20) and to bless the church.  According to 1 Corinthians 14:1, 
we are to "pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts" (manifestations).  ___ True  ___ False 
 
 

Believe # 9 – Sanctification 
 
1.  What are the three dimensions to sanctification? 
 
a. Positional, actual, and final holiness. 
b. Speaking in tongues, prophesying, and preaching. 
c. Worship, praising, and singing. 

 
2.  Explain the difference between positional and actual holiness.   
 
3.  At life’s end the believer who has kept true to Christ will be in a permanent 
relationship with God which will not be subject to failure.  He will have a settled 
character of God’s holiness.  What is this called? 
 

a. Positional holiness. 
b. Progressive sanctification. 
c. Final holiness. 

 
 

Belief #10 – The Church and Its Mission 
 
1.  Who is a member of the universal Church of Jesus Christ? 
 

a. Only those who attend an evangelical church. 
b. All those who attend Niceville Assembly of God. 
c. Only those who are a part of the Roman Catholic Church. 
d. Only born again believers. 
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2.  Name one of the metaphors used in the Bible for the Church and explain why it is 
used.  
 
 
3.  What is the threefold purpose (mission) of the Church? 
 

a. Read the Bible, sing, and go to church. 
b. Evangelism, worship, glorify God, and help mature believers. 
c. Speak in tongues, prophesy, and express the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
d. Read the Bible, pay tithes, and go to church. 

 
4.  All of the functions of a local body of believers (Church) should relate in some 
significant way to the threefold mission of the Church.  ___ True ___ False 
 
5.  God has chosen the Church to be His agency for accomplishing His purposes in this 
world.  ___ True ___ False 
 

 
Belief #11 – The Ministry 

 
1.  Divine call of Spirit-filled believers in the Church is given by… 
 

a. The deacon board. 
b. The pastor. 
c. The church body by voting at the annual business meeting. 
d. Christ. 

 
2.  Moral and spiritual qualifications for pastors and ministers are spelled out in 
1 Timothy 3:1-15.  Church leaders… 
 

a. Must be a role model for other believers.   
b. There are no qualifications for church leaders found in the Bible. 
c. Must be able to preach well. 
d. Must be available to attend the board meetings always agree with other leaders. 

 
Belief #12 – Divine Healing 

 
1.  Sickness and death came into human experience because of sin as the result of the 

fall in the Garden of Eden.  ___ True ___ False 
 
2.  What advice would you give to help someone who is seeking healing?   
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Belief #13 – The Blessed Hope - Second Return of Christ 
 
1.  Distinguish between the Rapture and the Revelation of Christ.   
 
 
 
 
2.  The term "rapture" is not found in the Bible, so where does the word come from?   
 

a. It comes from the Latin translation of the Greek word translated. 
b. The concept is taken from 1 Thessalonians 4:17 to indicate the actual removal of 

people from earth to heaven. 
c. It comes from the phrase "caught up" in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 
d. All of the above. 

3.  The Word “rapture” means to snatch or take away, referring to the removal of born-
again believers in the end times.  ___ True ___ False 
 
4.  Which describes the difference between the rapture of the Church and the second 
physical return of Christ to the earth (the Revelation)? 
 

a. The rapture is a surprise; the Revelation is not. 
b. Jesus returns for His saints in the rapture; He returns with His saints in the 

Revelation.  
c. Only born-again believers will see the Lord at the rapture; everyone will know He 

has returned at the Revelation. 
d. All of the above. 

 
Belief #14 – The Millennial Reign of Christ 

 
1.  There is clear teaching in the Bible that following the Great Tribulation, Christ returns 
with His saints and rules for 1,000 years on the earth.  
___ True ___ False 
 
2.  Name at least three conditions that will exist during Christ’s millennial reign.  
 
     1)   
 
 
     2) 
 
 
     3) 
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Belief #15 – The Final Judgment 
 
1.  Which is correct concerning the final judgment? 
 

a. The Great White Throne Judgment (the final judgment) is for those who have not 
accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

b. There is no final judgment mentioned in Scripture.  
c. Those who stand before the final judgment (the Great White Throne Judgment) 

cannot expect justice.  The books that are open are the deeds are Christ deeds 
and He was perfect in every way. 

d. All of the above. 
 
2.  Anyone whose name is not found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life (the recorded list 
of people who received Christ’s forgiveness), together with the devil and his angels, the 
beast and the false prophet, will be sent to everlasting punishment following the final 
judgment.  ___ True ___ False 
 
3.  The Judgment Seat of Christ is for whom? 
 

a. Unbelievers. 
b. All whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
c. Christians only. 
d. For both Christians and non-Christians alike. 
 
 

Belief #16 – The New Heavens and the New Earth 
 
1.  After Christ’s Millennium Reign on earth, all Christians will dwell forever with God 
and have access to a beautiful restored universe.  ___ True ___ False 
 
2.  Why should we look forward to new heavens and a new earth? 
 
 
 
 
3.  Why is the doctrine of new heavens and new earth important? 
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Answers Sheet - What We Believe 
(Boyce A. Teas) 

  
Belief #1 - The Bible is God’s Written Word 

 
1.  By reading the Bible and trusting what God says.   
2.  d  
3.  T 
4.  c 
5.  d 
 
6.  Unless we know and follow Scripture, we are not equipped for making good 

decisions and doing the will of God.  
7.  Biblical commandments are a reflection of God’s nature and holiness.    
8.  Since God does not change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17), His commandments and 
principles governing holy living, conduct, and eternity never change.  Furthermore, they 
can never be interpreted differently in a given situation. 
9.  a  
 

Belief #2 – The One True God 
 
1.  Because pantheism is the cultic belief that God is not a personality, but God and the 

universe are one and the same; that all laws, forces, manifestations of the universe 
are God. 

2.  d   
3.  Created things have a beginning.  God has no beginning or end.   
4.  b  
5.  Describe each of the following natural communicable attributes of God and why you 

think it is important?   
 

Omnipotent is important because it means that God is powerful enough to keep His 
promises (Word). 
 
Omnipresent is important because it means that God is personally everywhere at the 
same time, to take care of us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   
 
Omniscient is important because it means that God knows our need even before we do.   
 
6.  d  
7.  a  
8.  b  
9. a  
10. T  
11. d  
12.  What God did create was out of love and for His manifest glory.  See Ephesians 

1:4-5 and Revelation 4:11. 
 
13.  The plurality of God is called the Godhead.  
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14.  e 
15.  T  
16.  a  
17.  d 
18.  T  
 

Belief # 3 – The Deity of Jesus Christ 
 
1.  T. 
2.  Christ let go of His privileges and glory in heaven and came to earth to be born as a 

baby in a manger in order that we on earth might be saved.   
3.  Being conceived of the Holy Spirit, Christ was fully God.  
4.  While Christ was fully God, He was also fully man.  
5.  b 
6.  T 
7.  T 
8.  Jesus is the anointed, appointed, approved, virgin-born, sinless Son of God:  Savior, 

Redeemer, Messiah, and soon coming King.  There was never a time when God the 
Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit did not exist as God.  

 
Belief #4 - Man and His Fall 

 
1.  What is original sin?   Answer: Adam’s initial sin was in the Garden by partaking of 

the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
 
2.  1) People are not born with a desire to please God (2) People are born into a state of 

sin and separation from God (Romans 3:12, 23; 5:12); (3) pain and sorrow in 
childbearing; (4) spiritual and physical death, the earth is cursed… 

 
Belief # 5 – The Salvation of Mankind 

 
1.  Atonement is the reconciliation of mankind through the sacrificial death of Jesus 

Christ.  God appeased His justice through the suffering and sacrificial death of the 
sinless Son of God on the Cross, making it possible for mankind to be reconciled to 
God.  God could not let sin go unpunished.  However, instead of killing everyone on 
the planet, because all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 
3:23), God sacrificed His son to atone for the sins for all of humanity (Romans 3:25; 
1 John 2:2). 

 
2.  Propitiation, in its simplest sense is the causing of one who has been justly hostile to 

another to become favorable to him. 
 
3.  Salvation is deliverance from spiritual death and enslavement by sin. 
 
4.  The inward evidence of receiving salvation is the direct witness of the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 8:16). 
 
5.  The outward evidence is a life of righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:24; 

Titus 2:12).  Repentance is being truly sorry for sinning against God, then turning 
from sin, and committing to serve Jesus for life. 
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6.  We are justified by faith!  We are restored to divine fellowship with the Father by faith 

in Christ (Galatians 3:26).  Without justification by faith we stand before God guilty.   
 

Belief #6 – The Ordinances of the Church 
 
1.  c  
2.  T 
3.  a 
4.  d 
5.  T 
6. d  
 

Belief # 7 – The Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
 
1.  b 
2.  T 
3.  d 
4.  The Holy Spirit teaches (Luke 12:12; John 14:26); speaks (Matthew 10:20; Mark 

13:11);  leads (Matthew 4:1; Luke 4:1; Romans 8:14); intercedes for the people of 
God (Romans 8:26, 27); inspires (2 Peter 1:21); convicts of sin (John 16:7-8); 
glorifies Christ (John 16:14-15); anoints (1 John 2:20, 27).   

 
5.  Wind is an appropriate symbol of the Holy Spirit because He is the atmosphere 

within which the believer dwells spiritually.  The Spirit, like the wind, is invisible in 
operation and unexpected in consequences.  Another common designation for the 
work of the Spirit is water (John 3:5; 4:14; 7:38, 39).  There is good reason for using 
this symbol for the Holy Spirit.  He is the wellspring of refreshing, a fountain of 
spiritual life.  Water signifies the quenching of thirst, the cleansing of impurity, and 
the refreshing of that which otherwise is withered.  The term “living water,” found in 
John 7:38 is a contrast of a free-flowing stream to a stagnant cistern.  This is 
symbolic of the Holy Spirit imparting eternal life (God life) to the believer.  Oil is 
another Biblical term identifying the work of the Spirit.  In the Old Testament, oil was 
regularly used in the prescribed Levitical religious rites as an illustration of that which 
nourishes and furnishes beauty.  Not only was it common in the diet of the ancient 
Near East, but it also furnished fuel for lamps, ointment for healing, and soothing for 
wounds.  The Holy Spirit is describes as a dove in Matthew 3:16.  The graceful bird 
speaks to us of quietness, tenderness, gentility, and peacefulness.  Just so, the Holy 
Spirit is gentle, not intruding rudely into the consciousness of the individual, but 
graciously He performs His acts of grace.   
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6.  The belief is based on the five instances of such infillings recorded in the book of 
Acts (chapters 2, 8, 9, 10 and 19).  From these passages and personal experience 
the Assemblies of God holds firm that the Biblical pattern of the Baptism is a 
separate work of grace following salvation.  It is always accompanied initially with 
the audible expression of tongues.  

 
7.  T  
 

Believe #9 – Sanctification 
 
1.  a 
2.  Positional holiness is a declaration of God at the time of conversion; actual holiness 

is conforming to that declaration--living like Jesus lived. 
3.  c  
 

Belief #10 – The Church and Its Mission 
 
1. d  
 
2.  Body of Christ because a Christian is not merely a follower of Christ, but a member 
of His spiritual body.  Temple of God because through the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit God comes to live in the heart of the born-again believer.  Bride of Christ is 
used for the church because it emphasizes union and communion of saints with Christ.   
 
3.  b 
4. T  
5.  T 
 

Belief #11 – The ministry 
 
1. d 
2.  a 
 

 
Belief #12 – Divine Healing 

 
1.  T 
2.  Not only did God make provision for healing of our physical bodies through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, it is His nature to heal.  Believe! 
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Belief #13 – The Blessed Hope - Second Return of Christ 
 
1.  At the rapture, the Lord descends from heaven and gathers His people unto Himself 

above the earth’s atmosphere.  The Revelation of Christ is when He comes back to 
the earth to rule for 1,000 years.   

 
2. d 
3. T 
4. d 
 

Belief #14 – The Millennial Reign of Christ 
 
1.  T 
2.  Possible answers are as follows: 

 
·  Satan will be imprisoned in the Abyss and Christ rules over the whole earth (Revelation 

20:1-2; Zechariah 4:14; 14:9; Micah 4:13). 
·  It will be a time of peace, rejoicing, and prosperity throughout the earth (Isaiah 9:3; 

35:10; 51:3; Jeremiah 30:18-19).   
·  Injustice and oppression will be severely dealt with by Christ and His appointed judges 

(Isaiah 2:4-5; Psalms 72:4). 
·  It will be a time of peace between nations (Isaiah 2:4).  Nations will no longer go to war, 

nor will they have need of a military to defend themselves (Micah 4:3; Isaiah 32:18).  
Surviving Arabs and Jews will become friends and worship the Lord together (Isaiah 
19:23-25).  

·  Everyone on the planet will have knowledge of the Lord (Isaiah 11:9; Jeremiah 31:6, 34; 
Habakkuk 2:14; Malachi 1:11). 

·  Israel will be spiritually restored and become prominent again in world affairs (Ezekiel 
36:24-29; 37:15-23). 

·  Climatic changes will take place that will result in an abundance of food for humans and 
animals (Isaiah 30:23-26; 35:1-7; 43:19-21; 50:3; Ezekiel 34:25-27; 36:3, 8-12; Amos 
9:13-15).  The desert will blossom and become like the Garden of Eden (Isaiah 35:1-2; 
51:3). 

 
Belief #15 – The Final Judgment 

 
1.  a 
2. T 
3. c 
 

 
Belief #16 – The New Heavens and the New Earth 

 
1.  Why should we look forward to new heavens and a new earth? 
2.  My answer is:  Because righteousness will dwell and reign forever and we get to live 
with Jesus throughout eternity. 
3.  Because it assures believers in Christ of future abode in a world far better than this 
one. 
 


