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Self-Study Courses through Niceville Assembly of God 
 
Distance learning and self-study are among the most dynamic and fastest-growing educational strategies 
in colleges and churches across America.  Though different from traditional classroom study 
methodology, the goal is the same:  to guide students through a systematic approach to spiritual 
formation. 
 
This course has been carefully written and prepared so that you may experience intellectual and personal 
growth in the convenience of your home and at your own pace.  Do not expect home study to be an easy 
shortcut to learning; it requires high motivation and self-discipline, since there are no prearranged class 
times.  If you follow the process faithfully, however, your investment of valuable time will pay rich 
dividends in increased understanding and spiritual growth! 
 
To assist students in grasping the concepts presented in self-study courses, a qualified Course Advisor is 
available to answer any questions you may have and to help guide you through the materials.  Simply e-
mail your questions or comments about course content to dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Your 
question(s) will receive prompt attention by your Course Advisor! 
 
Suggestions for Studying 
 
You cannot study the Bible as though it were just another book.  Those who wrote it were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, so you need the Holy Spirit to illuminate its truth to your heart and mind.  With an open Bible, 
the Holy Spirit, a textbook, and a study guide, you’re in the classroom of the Holy Spirit.  As a student of 
the Holy Spirit, you’ll achieve the goal of this course--anointed learning.  Here are some study tips: 
 
1. Set aside quiet and regular times for your study.  Concentration is easier if you turn your mind to your 

studies at the same time each day. 

2. Pray as you begin each study session.  Ask the Lord to help you understand the material and make 
appropriate application to your life. 

3. Look over the lesson objectives and the questions at the back of this workbook prior to reading each 
section. 

4. Read through the lesson.  Look up scripture references and take any notes that may be helpful.  You 
may want to highlight pages or take notes in the margins as specific points make an impression on 
you.   

5. Close the book and try to think through the main points.  Think about what you’ve learned and seek 
ways to apply it in your personal life, in discussion with family and friends, in a Bible lesson, etc. 

6. Answer the study questions in the back of the workbook.  To get the most out of this study, be sure to 
use the manual properly.  Don’t simply turn to the section designated and search only for the answer, 
leaving the rest of the valuable material unread. 

7. Take your time.  No bell will ring to force you to move on to new material. 

8. Make good use of reference tools, such as a study Bible, a comprehensive concordance, and a Bible 
dictionary.  An up-to-date English dictionary will help you understand words that may be unfamiliar. 

9. If you have access to the internet, you may want to use online resources such as 
http://www.biblegateway.com/, http://www.bible.org/, http://www.e-sword.net/. 

10. Email any questions you may have concerning this course and its contents to 
dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Please indicate which course you are taking and the specific page 
number(s) which is/are in question. 

11. When you have completed all study questions, you may check your answers against the answer key 
in the back of the workbook.  Don’t “cheat”!  Remember, the only person you will be cheating is 
yourself! 
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Personal Goals and Progress 

Learning Goal 
From this course I hope to be able to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study Goal 
I plan to schedule the following time(s) for study: 
 
Monday: Friday: 
Tuesday: Saturday: 
Wednesday: Sunday: 
Thursday: Hours per Week: 
 
 
Progress 
 
Date Course Started: 
 
Date Course Completed: 
 
 
Personal Commitment 
 
I hereby submit myself to the Holy Spirit and commit myself to becoming the person God created me to 
be. 
 
 
 
Signature     Date 
�
�
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Unwrapping your Gift of Night Dreams 
 

Course Syllabus 
 

Description 
 
This is an in-depth study on dreams.  The course also discusses the difference between 
dreams and visions.  There is no more direct communication from heaven than a God 
dream or a God vision.  Dreams can reveal the deep things of God, things that are too 
deep for the natural mind to comprehend.  But they are not too deep for our spirit to 
understand.  They simply have to be interpreted or converted so the natural mind can 
understand them.   This is designed to do just that! 
 
Objectives 
 
This study has four objectives.  First, it is designed to provide a biblical perspective of 
the dream process.  The second objective is to help you believe in the supernatural for 
your own personal life.  Third, it is designed to teach you how to learn to interpret your 
dreams.  Interpretation of dreams is an art, not a science.  The fourth and final objective 
is to convince you to accept the interpretation of your dreams when God gives them to 
you. 
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Unwrapping your Gift of Night Dreams 
(Niceville Assembly of God, Niceville, Florida) 

 
 (By Boyce A. Teas)  

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Numbers 12:6, “He said, ‘Listen to my words:  When a prophet of the LORD is among 
you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams.’”  One-third of the Bible 
is connected to dreams, visions, and prophecy.  If you shut these down, you shut down 
important ways in which God speaks.  
 
Job 33:14-16, “For God does speak—now one way, now another—though man may 
not perceive it.  15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as 
they slumber in their beds, 16he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings.”   
The Living Bible says, “He opens their ears in times like that and gives them wisdom 
and instruction.” 
 
We will be analyzing this passage from various perspectives as we go through this 
study.  The first thing you should notice about the passage is that God is a speaking 
God.  He’s been speaking to humanity through various ways since the creation.  See 
Hebrews 1:1-2.  The second thing I want you to notice is that the dream is one of the 
ways in which God speaks to people.  Our God is a master communicator.  Dreams and 
visions are about Him longing to speak to us.  You were designed by your Creator to 
hear from Him in your night season.  Your body goes to sleep but your spirit never 
sleeps!  God created you so He could speak to you while your natural mind is inactive. 
 
I’m told that we have between three and five dreams every night – each between 5 and 
45 minutes.  However, a dream doesn’t have to be lengthy to be meaningful.  Be careful 
not to confuse the message in the dream with the method of the dream.  You could 
have a 5-second dream that would change your entire life.  For example, a Christian 
lady saw in a dream a large white birthday cake with a blue rim and one lit candle in the 
middle.  She began seeking the Lord as to what the dream meant.  She remembered 
that a year ago her pastor had preached a sermon about finding your place in the 
church and she decided to join the accounting committee.  To her surprise, she found 
that she really enjoyed counting money while she had been on this committee for the 
past year.  The dream meant that God was joining her in celebration for finding her 
place in church ministry.  The candle represented her 1-year anniversary of working in 
the church at something she truly enjoyed.  The white represented purity.  The blue 
represented heaven.  God was telling her that she was pure and doing heaven’s work.  
The dream only lasted about 5 seconds.  But, that was confirmation to her that she was 
where she belonged in the kingdom. 
 
Receiving a dream or vision is as close to hearing the audible voice of God that you will 
probably ever get.  That is why a dream can be God’s method of changing your life.  I 
am hoping that what God tells you in your night dreams will begin to have a powerful 
affect on you.  I am hoping that when your co-workers ask you how your weekend went, 
you will be able to say, “It was absolutely awesome.  God gave me this incredible dream 
that showed me…”  They will probably say, “You mean God talks to you?  What does 
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He sound like?”  You will be able to say, “Here is what He showed me…”  Don’t be 
surprised if your co-workers start asking you to help them interpret their dreams.  This 
will give you a witnessing tool!  This is what happened to Daniel.    

 
Section I - Purpose 

 
There are four purposes for this study.  First, this study will give you a Biblical 
perspective of the dream process.  There is a lot of New Age stuff out there, but none of 
it conforms to the Word of God.  As our text (Job 33:15) points out, a dream and/or 
vision is one of the major ways in which God speaks to people.  It is a part of the 
kingdom message that is within you.  There were five dreams and three visions 
surrounding the birth of Jesus.  Think of it!  One of the most important events in the 
history of the world was about to occur and God prepared people for it through dreams 
and visions!  Many times something is not birthed because we don’t understand the 
dream that God has given us. 
 
Second, this study is to help you believe in the supernatural for your own personal life.  
God was the Israelites’ cloud of protection and guidance by day, and fire of protection 
and guidance by night when they left Egypt.  He’s got you covered day and night!  You 
have a 24-hour-a-day Jesus!  The Holy Spirit is more active in our lives than most of us 
realize.  Hopefully, by the time we complete this study, you will not only understand the 
importance of your night dreams, you will also see the supernatural manifestation of 
God in your life like you’ve never seen it before.  As with any area of the Bible, if we 
don’t do something with it, the devil will.  The reason God wants us to understand the 
dream process is because He has mercy in mind.  The reason cults are after the 
supernatural is because they have money on their minds.  They see the supernatural as 
a way of getting money out of people.  We must not let what the cults are doing keep us 
from moving into the realm of the supernatural. 
 
Third, this study will help you to learn to interpret your dreams.  Interpretation of dreams 
is an art, not a science.  Receiving a dream from God is one thing, understanding it is 
something else.  Remember Job 33:14-16, “For God does speak—now one way, now 
another—though man may not perceive it.  15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when 
deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, 16He may speak in their ears and 
terrify them with warnings.”  The Living Bible says, “He opens their ears in times like 
that and gives them wisdom and instruction.” 
 
Dreams are like tongues, there has to be some interpretation before the natural mind 
can understand what is being said.  The issue is not do we dream, but do we 
understand our dreams?  What good is a gift if you don’t know how to unwrap it and use 
it?  Pray that by the time we complete this study you will be able to unwrap (understand) 
your dreams.  
 
Fourth, this study is written to convince you to accept the interpretation of your dreams 
when God gives them to you.  This is probably going to be the hardest part of all.  Some 
will not like the interpretation God gives you for your dreams. Consequently, you will be 
tempted to discard them.  Don’t!  How we categorize and/or define our dreams 
determines what we do with them.  Job 33:14-16, “For God does speak—now one way, 
now another— though man may not perceive it. 15In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
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when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, 16He may speak in their 
ears and terrify them with warnings.”   
 
Some of the terrifying things and warnings that you will “hear” through dreams will be 
areas you need to improve on.  Since no one likes to hear derogatory things about 
themselves, we have a tendency to discard dreams we don’t like.  While some weird 
dreams can come from eating too much or eating the wrong kinds of foods before going 
to bed, not all of them are.  When we refuse to listen to God’s wisdom and guidance 
during our waking hours, He will speak to our spirits through dreams when our natural 
person (ego) is not able to deny or block out the truth.  So don’t be surprised if your 
natural mind rejects the interpretation the Holy Spirit gives you.  God continues to 
instruct you in your night season, even if you don’t want to hear what He is saying to 
you.  Understanding and accepting your dreams will make you dangerous to the 
kingdom of darkness.  My job is to equip you in the area of dreams (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
so that you will not only understand your dreams, but will also come to accept what is 
being said about yourself as coming from God.   
 
Psalm 16:7, “I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs 
me.”  The title of this series could easily be “Listening to Your Dreams, Your Private 
Counselor,” for that is what God becomes in our night season.   
 
God does not stop talking to you when you go to sleep.  He loves you so much that He’ll 
take time to talk to you even when you don’t want to talk to Him.  Therefore, a dream 
can be God’s method of changing your life.   

Except otherwise noted, all Scripture is taken from the New International Version of the 
Bible. 
 

Section II - Definition 
 
The Hebrew word chalowm and the Greek word enupnion (e-nip-shion), which are 
translated dreams, mean “to see something in your sleep…to bind firmly on the heart 
what you saw while you were sleeping.”  Since this is a study on dreams, we need to 
examine the difference between a dream and a vision. 
 
The Hebrew and Greek meaning for dreams and visions comes from the same root 
word, which has to do with seeing.  However, there are two slight differences between a 
vision and a dream.  First, a dream occurs while a person is in an unconscious, sleeping 
state.  A vision occurs during a conscious state.  Second, visions seem to deal more 
with prophetic revelations or divine directions than dreams do. 
 
May God use this series of lessons to encourage you to listen to what He is saying to 
you in your night season.  Dreams will help you evaluate yourself and those around you.  
Once you learn to interpret your own dreams, a complete new way of hearing from God 
will be revealed to you as you receive untold revelations about yourself and others.   
 

Section III - Biblical Examples 
 
The Word of God presents numerous examples of how God spoke to covenant people 
and heathens alike through dreams and visions.  Referring to those under the Old 
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Covenant, Paul said, "These things happened to them as examples and were written 
down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come" (1 Corinthians 
10:11).  The Living Bible uses the phrase, “as object lessons.”  The Bible is our 
handbook for life as well as one giant object lesson to help us run our race for eternal 
life.   
 
Genesis 15:  “After Abraham had rescued his nephew Lot from some evil kings, God 
came to him and said, “Do not be afraid, Abraham.  I’m your shield, your very great 
reward” (verse 1).  Abraham responded by recalling that he had no children (verse 2).  
God promised Abraham that he would father a son by his barren wife, Sarah, and that 
he would have countless descendants.  When Abraham believed God, his faith was 
credited as righteousness.  The apostle Paul uses this incredible dialogue between God 
and Abraham to show that we are justified by faith and not by works.  The conversation 
between God and Abraham occurred in a vision!  
 
Genesis 20:  God spoke to a Philistine king by the name of Abimelech in a dream.  
When Abraham and his wife Sarah traveled through the land of Gerar, he feared for his 
life thinking that King Abimelech would kill him and take Sarah.  So he deceived 
Abimelech by claming that Sarah was his sister.  While Sarah was Abraham’s half-
sister, they were married.  Thinking that Sarah was available, the king took her as his 
wife, but had not consummated the marriage.  Before he could consummate the 
marriage, God warned him in a dream not to do so or he and his offspring would be 
cursed.  While Ablimelech was not a godly man (Genesis 20:11), he recognized God’s 
voice and took immediate steps to make things right.   
 
Genesis 28:  Jacob is a good example of what God can do through a dream with 
someone who is running from Him.  Isaac’s twin boys, Esau and Jacob, fought before 
they were born (Genesis 25:21-26).  Esau was daddy’s boy and Jacob was mommy’s 
boy, a sissy.  Esau was involved with heathen women and didn’t want anything to do 
with God.  Jacob wanted what God had, but he didn’t want a personal relationship with 
Him.  He wanted the anointing, but he didn’t have the character to use the anointing.  
So he tricked his brother Esau into giving up the birthright of the firstborn for a bowl of 
vegetable soup.  Then, he deceived his aged and blind father into giving him the 
blessing of the first-born son.  Esau vowed that as soon as his father died, he would get 
revenge.  At the advice of his mother, Jacob went to live with her brother, Laban, who 
lived near Haran (Genesis 29:13; 24:15, 50).  At this point, it looked like God’s promise 
to bless the world through Abraham’s seed was over.  While Jacob could run, he 
couldn’t hide.  God chased Jacob down in a dream.   
  
Read Genesis 28:10-22.  Jacob saw angels going and coming from God’s throne.  It’s 
unfortunate we’ve let the New Agers take a good principle and turn it into a joke.  A lot 
of people have miniature angel figures around their house to depict real angels.  I don’t 
know about you, but I don’t want God to send me a miniature angel.  I want 9-foot war 
angels with flaming swords so they can kick the demons out of my life.  Send me a 
Michael!  You say, “Well, I’m not sure about that angel stuff.”  John 1:51, "He then 
added, ‘I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.’” Where does Jesus live now?  He lives in heaven.  
There is no reason you can’t receive a dream like Jacob’s.  A lot of people don’t believe 
that God uses angels because they haven’t seen one.  Just because you’ve never seen 
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your brain doesn’t mean you don’t have one.  Just because you haven’t seen God 
doesn’t mean He’s not real.  Hebrews 11:6, "And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He 
rewards those who earnestly seek Him."  Just because you can’t see angels doesn’t 
mean they aren’t there helping you out.  There is an angel attached to your promise.   
 
I have a word for parents and grandparents who are worried about your rebellious 
children and grandchildren.  Don’t give up on them.  Keep praying for them.  If they 
won’t let God talk to them in their daylight hours, ask Him to speak to them in a dream.  
Your rebellious son or daughter can go to bed one way and wake up another way.  
Jacob went to sleep a renegade and woke up in relationship with God.  Don’t limit God 
on his methods.  His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).  We all have some Jacob in 
us.  We want to do God’s work, but we want to do it our way.  We want the blessing and 
promise, but run when it comes times for character and commitment.  Dreams can 
reveal these blind spots.  Not only did Jacob enter into a personal relationship with God, 
he pledged to give God a tenth of all God gave him.  This is an indication that God dealt 
with Jacob’s selfishness.   
 
Genesis 29:1-31:  Jacob met his match when he went to work for his uncle Laban.   
After a month, Laban asked Jacob what he wanted for his wages.  Jacob suggested he 
work 7 years for Laban and in return, Laban would give Jacob his younger daughter, 
Rachel, whom he had immediately fallen in love with.  Laban agreed.  Seven years 
later, on Jacob’s wedding night, Laban gave a huge celebration.  When Jacob became 
intoxicated, Laban sent Leah, his older daughter, into Jacob’s tent.  When Jacob awoke 
the next morning, he realized Laban had tricked him into marrying the wrong woman.   
 
Although he was angry, Jacob agreed to work another 7 years for his true love, Rachel.  
Along with Leah came her servant Zilpah.  Bilhah accompanied Rachel.  So in reality, 
Jacob married four women, not two.  From these mothers were born 12 sons and a 
daughter to Jacob (thus, making up the 12 tribes of Israel).   
 
Fourteen years later when Jacob’s contract with Laban was up (Genesis 30:25), Laban 
realized that he had prospered because of Jacob and wanted him to stay on.  So he 
asked Jacob to name his wages (Genesis 30:28).  What Laban didn’t know was that 
during the breeding season Jacob had a dream in which he saw male speckled and 
spotted animals breeding with pure white animals (Genesis 31:10).  So when Laban 
asked him what he wanted for wages, Jacob asked for all the dark-colored, speckled or 
spotted animals (Genesis 30:31-32).  Laban agreed.  God honored the dream.  
Consequently, Jacob became very wealthy (Genesis 30:43).  This made Laban and his 
sons envious (Genesis 31:1-3).  “Then the Lord said to Jacob, ‘Go back to the land of 
your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you’” (Genesis 31:3).  So Jacob 
made plans to go back home, taking his four wives, 13 children and all their livestock.  
In fear of what Laban would do, Jacob and his wives agreed to wait until Laban was 
away shearing his sheep before leaving (Genesis 31:19-21).  It was 3 days before 
Laban found out that Jacob had left with his family and flocks (Genesis 31:22).  It took 
him 7 days to catch up with Jacob, which was in the hill country of Gilead.  The night 
before he was to move in on Jacob, God came to Laban in a dream and said, “Be 
careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad” (Genesis 31:24).  God saved 
Jacob’s life by speaking to this evil man in a dream. 
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God wants to bless you and show you things about yourself and your future just like He 
did Jacob.  He wants to turn your Jacob (deceiver) into an Israel (prince mighty with 
God).  You may walk with a limp after encountering God, but, like Jacob, you’ll be all 
that God wants you to be.  
 
Genesis 37:5-7:  Joseph had a dream about how his family would one-day bow before 
him.  This dream not only impacted his family, it impacted the entire known world.  
 
Genesis 40:1-23:  Joseph was a prisoner in Egypt and in charge of the section where 
royal prisoners were held.  One day Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer and chief baker were 
placed in prison for offending the king (Pharaoh means king).  “After they had been in 
custody for some time,” each of them had a dream on the same night that caused them 
to be depressed (Genesis 40:4-5).  The next morning Joseph asked them why they 
were so sad.  They shared their dreams with him and he gave the interpretations.  The 
chief baker would be losing his life, but the chief cupbearer would be restored to his 
place of honor.  Joseph asked the cupbearer to put in a kind word for him to Pharaoh 
when that happened.  The cupbearer forgot!  Two years later, Pharaoh had a dream 
about 7 years of plenty and then 7 years of famine on the earth (Genesis 41:1-7).  
When no one could interpret the dream, the chief cupbearer remembered that there was 
a guy in prison who could interpret dreams (Genesis 41:8-13).  Pharaoh called for 
Joseph, who interpreted the dream (Genesis 41:14-40).  This led to Joseph being given 
the position of Prime Minister of the most powerful nation in the world at that time, 
Egypt.  People, including his own father and brothers, bowed to Joseph, as God had 
showed him in a dream years earlier! 
 
Judges 6:33 - 7:8: The Israelites were constantly being harassed by the evil clans of the 
Midianites.  Gideon summoned a vast army to fight against the Midianites and their 
allies.  After God reduced Gideon’s army to a mere 300 men (Judges 7:4-7), He had 
Gideon and his men camp on a hill overlooking the enemy’s camp (Judges 7:8).   
Judges 7:9-15:  “During the night the Lord said to Gideon, ‘Get up, go down against the 
camp, because I am going to give it into your hands.  10If you are afraid to attack, go 
down to the camp with your servant Purah 11and listen to what they are saying.  
Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.  12The Midianites, the Amalekites, 
and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts.  Their 
camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore.  13Gideon arrived just 
as a man was telling a friend his dream.  ‘I had a dream,’ he was saying.  ‘A round loaf 
of barley bread went tumbling into the Midianite camp.  It struck the tent with such force 
that the tent overturned and collapsed.’  14His friend responded, ‘This can be nothing 
other than the sword of Gideon, son of Joash, the Israelite.  God has given the 
Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.’  15When Gideon heard the dream and its 
interpretation, he worshiped God.  He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, ‘Get 
up! The Lord has given the Midianite camp into your hands.’”  Wow!   
  
2 Samuel 7:1-17:  David didn’t feel right about living in a palace “while the ark of God 
remains in a tent” (2 Samuel 7:2).  He called Nathan the prophet in and told him his plan 
to build God a temple (2 Samuel 7:1-2).  Judges 7:3, “Nathan replied to the king, 
‘Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.’”  That night 
God came to Nathan and told him He did not want David to build Him a house.  Nathan 



 10 

had to go back and tell him that God appreciated the offer, but it was not for him to do.  
God would provide a place for His people Israel (2 Samuel 7:5-11) and it would be 
David’s offspring who built the temple (2 Samuel 7:12-13).   
 
1 Kings 3:5-15:  God said to Solomon after he became king, “Ask for whatever you want 
Me to give you.”  The dialogue between God and Solomon goes on for 10 verses.  
Verse 15, “Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream.”  Wow!  It was 
so real Solomon didn’t realize it was a dream until after he woke up.  Why a dream?  It 
takes faith to believe God is doing the talking.  If Solomon had that kind of faith, he 
would believe God for its fulfillment. 
  
In the book of Daniel, God gave King Nebuchadnezzar a dream about the future.  
Daniel himself received a series of visions and dreams concerning the end time, which 
is still used today to understand the book of Revelation (see chapters 7-12).  Daniel 
1:17, “To those four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning.  And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.” 
Because he was able to interpret dreams and visions, Daniel was appointed special 
advisor to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.  
   
The entire books of Obadiah and Nahum are visions.  See Obadiah 1:1 and Nahum 1:1. 
 
Matthew 1:20:  Joseph was told in a dream to accept Mary as his wife.   
 
Matthew 2:12:  The Magi (wise men) who came to worship baby Jesus were told in a 
dream not to let Herod know where the Christ-child was located.  They followed God’s 
instructions from the dream. 
 
Matthew 2:13:  God told Joseph in a dream to stay in Egypt until after Herod died. 
 
Matthew 2:19-22: Through a dream, God told Joseph to return to Israel.  He also 
instructed Joseph where his family was to live when they got there (e.g., in the district of 
Galilee).  Talk about being specifically guided through a dream! 
  
Acts 10:  In a vision, God spoke to a Gentile by the name of Cornelius to send for the 
apostle Peter.  He was even told the specific house where Peter was staying (Acts  
10:1-8).  The Holy Spirit not only gave Peter a vision to prepare him for speaking to the 
Gentiles, he also instructed him to go with the men when they arrived (Acts 10:9-20). 
 
Acts 16:6-10:  “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of 
Asia.  7When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit 
of Jesus would not allow them to.  8So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 
9During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, 
‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’  10After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready 
at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel 
to them." 
 
The above passages are not worthless Bible stories.  These were real people, talking 
with a real God through visions and dreams, thereby providing us with real object 
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lessons.  Peter said in Acts 10:34, "I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism."  A typical commentary will say this concerning dreams:  “In Old Testament 
times, to make His will known, God often used dreams when a person was asleep and a 
vision when a person was awake.  Does God still speak through dreams and visions 
today?  Interpreters and scholars are divided on this question.  Some believe God has 
no need to speak through dreams since the Holy Spirit is now available to instruct us in 
God’s will.”  These skeptics are wrong!  As you can see from the above New Testament 
passages, God did not stop speaking through dreams and visions when He began the 
New Covenant as some have asserted.   
 
If God no longer speaks through dreams and visions, then why were so many New 
Testament saints given divine direction through these means?  While it is true God’s 
primary revelation and guidance for believers in Christ comes through Scripture (John 
15:7; 1 Timothy 4:6; James 1:21) and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:1-17; 
Galatians 5:16-25), it does not mean God has stopped speaking to people through 
dreams and visions.   
 
2 Timothy 2:15, "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth."  
Correctly handling the word of truth means that we must not break any of God’s 
patterns for our life.  God established a pattern for dreams and visions in His Word.  To 
say that God no longer speaks though these means is to break His pattern.  Let me give 
you some examples of how God’s spiritual patterns can be broken today.   
 
·  A pastor says, “I want all intercessors to come to church every night from 6 to 8 PM 

to pray.”  As noble as prayer is, asking wives to come to the church every night is 
breaking a pattern for the family.  It’s not healthy for families for Mom and Dad to be 
away every night. 

 
·  Another example is when pastors separate themselves from the congregation by 

setting up organizational structures, bodyguards, etc. so people can’t talk to them.  It 
breaks the relationship between the under-shepherd and the flock.  Jesus, the chief 
shepherd, said, “take up your cross and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; 
10:21).  That not only means do as He says, but fellowship with Him.  The gospel is 
transferred through relationship.  The ark was carried on the shoulders of the priests, 
never on a cart.  Why?  Carrying the ark symbolizes relationships.  God’s pattern is 
broken when men build a structure that eliminates relationships in the church.  That 
is why small cells or life groups in large churches are Scriptural, because the church 
is built on relationships! 

 
Since God is a pattern-God and people in Bible times experienced dreams and visions, 
we should expect to hear from God through these same means.  God initiates things 
through visions, dreams and prophecy.  If the devil can stop you from receiving these 
manifestations of the Spirit, he has prevented you from starting.  How are we going to 
finish something if we never start?  
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Section IV - Types of Dreams 
 
There are three kinds (types) of dreams:  Human dreams, demonic dreams, and God 
dreams.  Not every dream is necessarily from you, not every dream is from the devil, 
and not every dream is from God.   
 
Human Dreams 
 
Isaiah 29:8, “As when a hungry man dreams that he is eating, but he awakens, and his 
hunger remains…”  God said, regarding the message of false prophets, “They speak 
visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:16). 
 
Some human dreams are simply a concoction of day-to-day activities – events of the 
day we either didn’t take the time to completely work through or didn’t want to; things we 
didn’t take the time to process.  So our spirit processes it for us while we are sleeping.  
They are not divine or demonic.  They are personal mail from you to you.   For example, 
let’s say that you see a dead animal on the side of the road on the way home.  While 
you may glance at it, you don’t want to think about the horrifying scene.  At night your 
subconscious mind re-lives the event and deals with it.  Human dreams are usually 
presented in a fantasy setting.  
 
Demonic Dreams 
 
Zechariah 10:2, "The idols speak deceit, diviners see visions that lie; they tell dreams 
that are false, they give comfort in vain.  Therefore the people wander like sheep 
oppressed for lack of a shepherd."   
 
Demonic dreams are where evil or unclean spirits try to invade a person’s sleep time.  
Since Satan is a spirit, he can attack your spirit.  I tell people that if the only time you are 
attacked by the devil is in a dream, you’re winning the battle.  
 
However, a nightmare can come from your own personal experiences.  A mother 
brought her young son to me for counseling because he was seeing monsters in his 
dreams.  It turned out that the characters in his dream came from a movie he had 
watched before going to bed.  He also had nightmares when he played with video 
games just prior to going to bed.  Video games usually have monsters in them.  Satan is 
very skilled at trying to instill fear in us through nightmares.   
 
God can also be behind a nightmare.  He could be forcing us to face something that we 
don’t want to face, but need to.  To Him, it’s not a nightmare, but it is to us.   
 
Sometimes the nightmare is something we have not resolved, but need to.  God is 
letting us see the unresolved monster so we can deal with it and get rid of the 
unresolved issue.  If God is behind this kind of dream, His purpose is not to hurt or instill 
fear, but to force us to work through an unresolved issue so we can be whole.  Whether 
the nightmare is from you, Satan, or God, it comes out of the human heart and is 
presented in a fantasy setting. 
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God Dreams 
 
Quoting Joel 2:28, Peter said in Acts 2:17, “In the last days, God says, ‘I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams.’”  This passage does not mean that only 
the elderly will dream dreams and only the young will see visions.  It means that the last 
days started when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4) 
and these are some of the manifestations that God’s people should experience.  As you 
can see, a God dream is one of them.  Since we are still living in the last days, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit has already been given, we should expect to experience dreams 
just as we would any of these other manifestations of the Spirit!   
 
The revelation we receive when we read the Bible is processed through the natural 
mind, but not so with revelations given through dreams.  When we dream, God’s Spirit 
speaks directly to our spirit, thus bypassing the natural mind (brain).  Because the 
natural mind is no longer in the picture, God dreams and visions bring an understanding 
to us that other methods cannot bring.  Understanding, coupled with faith, is the 
doorway into the supernatural.  You can’t operate in the supernatural until you have 
understanding and walk accordingly. 
  
In Acts 1:4, the Lord said to the disciples:  “…Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  The Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit is a separate experience from salvation or being born-again.  The 
disciples were already saved at this point.  Salvation is received through repentance 
towards God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ.  See John 1:12-13; Romans 5:1; 
John 3:3; Luke 24:47; Romans 5:1-2; Romans 10:13-14; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11; 3:5-
7.  There are three baptisms found in Scripture: 
 

·  First, being united with Christ by faith is a spiritual baptism.  Here we are 
baptized into the righteousness of Christ and into His body (Romans 6:3; 
Romans 8:9-10; 1 Corinthians 12:13; John 3:3-8). 

 
·  Following one’s conversion, there is baptism in water (Matthew 28:19).  Water 

baptism is a ceremony that symbolizes the beginning of the spiritual life or 
spiritual baptism into the body of Christ.  Baptism in water does not save anyone 
(Ephesians 2:8-9)!  It is simply a public declaration of our identification with Jesus 
in His death and resurrection.   

 
·  The third baptism is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus spoke of in Acts 

1:4.  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a different work of grace than salvation.  It 
is when we are given supernatural power to carry out the Great Commission 
(Acts 1:8).  Tongues is one of the evidences that will appear when one receives 
this baptism (Acts 1:4; Acts 2:4; Acts 2:38; Acts 10:44; Acts 19:1-7; 
1 Peter 1:10-12). 

 
Note that the Lord called the Holy Spirit a “gift” in Acts 1:4.  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 
12:4, "There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.”  When these two 
passages are put together, the picture is that the Holy Spirit is a “Gift” and from this 
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“Gift” comes gifts.  Everything we receive from God is a free gift that comes from God’s 
grace and is imparted to us by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit not only enables us to 
live the Christian life, but it also makes God’s presence real to us.  Dreams are one of 
those ways. 

  
Luke 17:20-21:  "Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with your careful 
observation, 21nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of 
God is within you.’"  Dreams come from God’s kingdom (rule) within us - through the 
Holy Spirit.  The issue is not do we dream, for we all dream; but, do we believe God still 
speaks through dreams?   
 

Section V – Objective vs. Subjective Dreams 
  

Prosperity of dreams is not an indication of one’s spirituality or right standing with God, 
however.  It simply means that God is trying to talk to us.  Some have a greater capacity 
to remember what they’ve dreamed than others.  Nevertheless, everyone dreams each 
night with few exceptions.  Many of these dreams come directly from God in two forms:  
objective dreams and subjective dreams. 
 
Objective Dreams 
 
A small percentage of the dreams are what I call objective dreams.  If you will recall, the 
two differences between a dream and a visions are (1) a vision occurs during one’s 
conscious state and a dream during an unconscious state (while sleeping); (2) a vision 
is more prophetic, giving direction.  Dreams typically do not do that.  However, there is 
one exception.  An objective dream falls in the same category as a vision.  The only 
difference between an objective dream and a vision is that the dream is received during 
an unconscious state (while you are sleeping).   
 
We will find out that some objective dreams require interpretation and some do not.  An 
objective dream involves others, a situation, circumstance, the future, etc.  It can give 
direction, bring conformation, help solve problems, etc.  Have you gone to bed with a 
problem on your mind and woke up with the answer?  I have many times.   
 
You see something in an objective dream.  In the late 1800s Albert Simpson, a local 
pastor, had a dream where he saw a multitude of Chinese headed to an eternity without 
Christ.  When he awoke, he told his wife, Margaret, about the dream and his desire to 
go to China as a missionary.  Margaret, the wise wife that she was, encouraged him to 
go.  Instead of going to China, however, Simpson founded the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance that became one of the leading missionary groups of the 20th century.  That’s 
the power of an objective dream.  There are numerous purposes for objective dreams.  
Here are five of them. 
 
1.  Expand our understanding of God.   
 
Isaiah and Ezekiel were two prophets whose lives were changed forever after seeing 
visions of God’s majesty and awesome might.   
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·  Isaiah 6:1, “…I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train 
of his robe filled the temple." 

 
·  Ezekiel 1:1, "…the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God." 

 
2.  Build up, encourage, and strengthen.   
 
Genesis 28:12-13, "He [Jacob] had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the 
earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it.  13There above it stood the LORD, and He said: ‘I am the LORD, the 
God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants 
the land on which you are lying.’”   
 
This had to be extremely encouraging to Jacob who was running from his brother, Esau, 
to save his life. 
  
Acts 18:9-10, "One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be silent.  10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm 
you, because I have many people in this city.’”   
 
This gave the apostle Paul the assurance God was behind what he was doing and that 
Satan couldn’t harm him at that time. 
 
3.  Warn people. 
 
A Christian family went on vacation to a ski resort in Colorado.  One night the wife had a 
dream where she saw an ambulance come to take one of her sons to the hospital.  The 
next morning she told her husband about the dream and begged him not to take the 
boys skiing that day.  He laughed it off and took them anyway.  Two hours later their 
youngest son went over a hill, broke his collarbone and was transported to the hospital 
in an ambulance!  
 
Job 33:14-18, "For God does speak – now one way, now another – though man may 
not perceive it.  15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as 
they slumber in their beds, 16he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, 
17to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride, 18to preserve his soul from the 
pit, his life from perishing by the sword."   
 
If we are not listening to God’s warning in His Word concerning our spiritual condition 
during our waking hours, God will warn us in our night season.  You ask, “Will God give 
a nonbeliever an objective dream or vision?”   
 

·  He did for a persecutor of the church by the name of Saul.  See Acts 9:1-6.  This 
was before he came to believe in Jesus and became the apostle Paul. 

 
·  God spoke to the wife of Pontius Pilate in a dream to warn her husband to have 

nothing to do with Jesus (Matthew 27:19).  We have no way of knowing her 
spiritual condition, but it seems unlikely she was a follower of Christ.   
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Like rain, objective dreams are given both to the godly and the sinner, the righteous and 
the unrighteous.  Why?  It is because God has mercy on His mind.  The reason He talks 
to backsliders is because He has love and mercy on His mind.  While people are 
shacked up with someone, God will try and show them the error of their ways.  Why?  It 
is because He has love and mercy on His mind. 
 
As we’ve already seen, the purpose and context have important implications when 
understanding dreams.  This definitely applies to objective dreams.  God is saying 
through the dream that this or that is happening right now or is going to happen very 
soon.  
 
It is not uncommon for God to use one’s history in objective dreams.  Let’s say that you 
were raised in the north where it snows.  However, while living in Florida you have a 
dream where you see yourself sliding down a hill on a sled.  You need to ask yourself 
two things.  First, how did you feel when you were in that sled?  Was it a pleasant or 
unpleasant experience?  You would probably say that it was one of the best times of 
your life.  The cold didn’t matter, because you just loved sliding down the hill on a sled.  
The second question you need to ask yourself is what is going on in your life right now?  
Are you about to make a major decision, move, change jobs, etc.?  If you are, then God 
is saying, “Even though it is going to be scary, you are going to enjoy it.  So go for it!”  
Here, the objective dream needed interpretation. 
 
Let’s say that you are about to go into business with someone.  That night in a dream 
you see yourself back in high school at the prom.  How did you feel when you went to 
the prom?  You were probably nervous or went with someone you either didn’t know or 
were uncomfortable with.  You may have been embarrassed over something you did or 
the way you looked, etc.  In other words, was it a pleasant experience?  No.  God may 
be saying through the dream that you are about to enter into an unpleasant situation 
just like that prom.  Don’t do it. 
 
4.  Prepare us for something to come. 
 
Acts 27:22-25, "But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you 
will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.  23Last night an angel of the God whose I am 
and whom I serve stood beside me 24and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand 
trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.'  
25So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told 
me." 
 
Here, through an objective dream, God prepares the apostle Paul for the shipwreck that 
he and others were about to experience. 
 
A wife had a dream that her husband was having an affair on her.  She began checking 
up on him and discovered that in fact he was seeing another woman.  The dream was 
to let her know what her husband was doing and to prepare her for the divorce that was 
forthcoming.   
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5.  Give direction and guidance. 
 
Psalm 16:7, "I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs 
me."   The Living Bible:  “I will bless the Lord who counsels me.  He gives me wisdom in 
the night.  He tells me what to do.”   
 
Genesis 31:11-13, "The angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob.'  I answered, 
'Here I am.'  12And he said, 'Look up and see that all the male goats mating with the 
flock are streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to 
you.  13I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow 
to me.  Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.'" 
 
Acts 9:10-12, "In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to 
him in a vision, ‘Ananias!’  ‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered.  11The Lord told him, ‘Go to the 
house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is 
praying.  12In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on 
him to restore his sight.’" 
 
In a vision, a Gentile by the name of Cornelius was told to send for Peter and then given 
directions to the house where Peter was staying (Acts 10:1-6).  
 
Acts 16:10, "After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them."  This 
vision changed the direction of the apostle Paul and his missionary team and thus 
changed the course of the gospel.  Paul was about to take the gospel eastward to India 
and China.  The vision caused him to go westward towards Greece, where the gospel 
spread to Europe and then to the United States.  If Paul had not had that vision, the 
people from India and China might very well be sharing the gospel with us. 
 
Subjective Dreams 
 
While objective dreams show you something external, subjective dreams show you 
something internal.  Ninety-five percent of your dreams are subjective dreams.  So they 
must be important.  Here are three purposes for subjective dreams.  
 
1.  Subjective dreams reveal the deepest mystery in the universe. 
 
The deepest mystery in the universe is not what is in outer space, but God’s gifting, 
anointing, and power within you.  
 
"But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us," 2 Corinthians 4:7.  This verse provides us with Paul’s theme for 
this letter, power through weaknesses.  Regardless of our weaknesses, we can be the 
instruments of God’s power and strength, the Holy Spirit.   
. 
Jesus is the Treasure through whom all the “surpassing power” (the Holy Spirit) and 
knowledge of God comes.  Christians are the “jars of clay” or “earthly vessels,” where 
that powerful knowledge is put.  While we are weak and fragile we are not defeated.  
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Christianity is not the removal of weakness, nor is it merely the manifestation of divine 
power.  Rather, it is the manifestation of divine power through human weakness.  
 
"We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed," 2 Corinthians 4:8-9.  
There are two reasons we are not destroyed.  First, the providential hand of God 
controls our lives, keeping our problems and situations within manageable proportions, 
so that in every affliction we can be more than conquerors by God’s power and love.  
Romans 8:37, “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”   
 
Second, our weaknesses, troubles, and suffering open us up to God’s abundant grace.  
The life of Christ is revealed in our mortal bodies in spite of our weaknesses.  You, who 
feel like you have arrived, need to read 1 Corinthians 4:8-13.  Some at Corinth boasted 
of their wisdom, superior knowledge, and spiritual gifting.  Paul shows them that the true 
life of a faithful believer is the way of the cross and that suffering must precede glory 
(cross-reference Romans 8:17).   
  
2 Corinthians 4:10-11, "We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  11For we who are alive are always 
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal 
body."  Paul is expanding on the theme of power through weakness (verse 7) to include 
life through death.  His missionary career was dangerous, and at any time he might 
have suffered martyrdom.  As he endured hardships and surrendered himself to the 
possibility of death, he was following the pattern of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:31; 
Galatians 6:17).  However, in the midst of his perils he could experience the life of 
Jesus strengthening and sustaining him in his present situation or weakness, assuring 
him of future resurrection. 
 
Now let’s go down to 2 Corinthians 12:7-11.  The Corinthian Christians compelled Paul 
to boast by being impressed with the boasting of the false apostles.  So Paul bragged 
about his revelations.  This got Paul in trouble with God.  God can’t stand a bragger.   
 
While we don’t know what the “thorn in the flesh” is, we do know that it had come by 
means of a messenger of Satan (e.g., demonic assault).  We also know that God was 
working behind the scene to keep the affliction within manageable proportions, 
according to the grace He had given Paul. 
 
According to verse 9, the emphasis in this passage is not on Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” 
(weaknesses; obstacle) but on God’s empowering grace in Paul:  "But He said to me, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  Therefore I 
will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on 
me."  Whether it was demons, a character flaw, a physical infirmity, or a character-
refining test, Paul had already received the strength and power to carry out his apostolic 
anointing.  God has given the grace and power to all of us to turn our weaknesses into 
strength.  The issue is not that we have limitations or obstacles – we all have them.  The 
issue is  –  are we using the talents and gifting given to us in the service of Christ, 
regardless of our limitations and weaknesses?  God has a tailor-made place for each of 
His children. 
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Ephesians 2:10, "For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."  We have a wonderful Christian 
lady in our church by the name of Toy Gibson.  Toy is a product of God’s marvelous 
grace.  She came from a family of devout Buddha worshippers.  When Toy accepted 
Christ as her personal Savior, family and friends didn’t want anything to do with her.  
But it didn’t stop Toy from praying for them, especially her mother.  Being a meek lady 
and knowing that it was forbidden to talk about Jesus to Buddhists, she was afraid to 
talk to her mother about Jesus.  Then one night Toy had a dream in which she saw 
herself standing in front of her mother telling her about Jesus.  Toy made arrangements 
to go to Hawaii and shared Christ with her mother.  Her mother accepted Christ as her 
personal Savior!  That’s the power of a subjective dream.  God knew Toy could do it, 
but Toy didn’t believe she could.  So God showed her that she could in the dream.  
Dreams bring to our spirit the deep things God has for us to do, and His unlimited power 
in us.  These are things God knows you can do, but you may not think that you can do.   
 
Read Genesis 32:22-28.  It had been 20 years since Jacob left home.  While he had 
faced numerous challenges, his greatest challenge was ahead, knowing he must now 
face his brother Esau whom he had cheated.  That night, after sending his family across 
a stream, Jacob remained back, apparently seeking God.  Whether it was in a dream or 
not, we don’t know.  We do know from this passage that he had an experience with God 
that changed his life forever.  
 
What Jacob had to realize was that his real struggle was not with Esau, but with God 
and himself.  He didn’t have the faith to totally trust God with the situation.  That is the 
reason Jacob selected from his wealth what he thought would be an appropriate 
present for Esau and sent it on ahead of him because he lacked faith in God.  After all, it 
was God who had instructed him to return home (Genesis 31:3), yet Jacob is still 
scheming! (32:13)  But that all changed through the night.  He went to bed Jacob and 
woke Israel.  Jacob means “supplanter” or “a crafty deceiver.”  It is one of the attributes 
ascribed to the devil (Ephesians 6:11; Revelation 20:8).  Israel means “He who strives 
with God” or “The God strugglers,” an appropriate name for Jacob’s offspring when they 
became a nation. Jacob was transformed from a deceiver to “one who strives with God.”  
Acknowledgement of our weaknesses is part of the process of being transformed         
(1 John 1:9).  Hosea sees Jacob as a model to be emulated whenever one is facing 
difficulty or in need of character transformation (Hosea 12:2-6).  In spite of the flaws in 
Jacob’s character, God commends him for his prevailing attitude and tenacity. 
 
The “man” whom Jacob wrestled with is one of the Bible’s mysteries (32:24).  This 
individual is identified by Hosea as an “angel” (Hosea 12:4).  The important aspect of 
this passage is not the identity of “man” (angel) whom Jacob wrestled with, but that 
Jacob was willing to contend against the flesh for God’s blessings that he desperately 
needed.  Jacob’s contending tenacity causes him to prevail (verse 29).  He knew God 
had willed to bless him (verse 12).  That is why he refused to settle for anything less 
than his full inheritance (verse 26).  Today, we would call this intercessory prayer and 
radical faith (Hebrews 11:1, 6).  Followers of Christ are sometimes called the “Israel of 
God” (Galatians 6:16).  Why?  God does not want His people to be passive, but to 
earnestly seek Him for His blessing and grace (Matthew 5:6; 6:33; 7:7-8; 11:12; 
Luke 11:5-10; Hebrews 11:6).   
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As verse 28 points out, when Jacob desperately and sincerely sought God for the 
promised blessing, God allowed him to prevail.  But, during the struggle God disabled 
Jacob’s hip (verse 25).  Why?  As a reminder that he must no longer walk in his own 
strength, but must rely entirely on God and walk in total dependence upon Him (verses  
30-32).  
 
Like Jacob, you can go to bed one way and wake up another.  God can transport you in 
a dream from one realm to another to show you what you are capable of doing.  I’ve 
known of those who were seeking the fullness of the Holy Spirit and woke up speaking 
in tongues (Acts 2:4).   
 
Psalm 42:8, “By day the LORD directs his love, at night His song is with me – a prayer 
to the God of my life."  Here God gave the Psalmist a song in the form of a dream in his 
night season.  
 
Psalm 139:14, "I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful, I know that full well."  We were not only created to have a personal 
relationship with Christ, we were created for good works.  Our relationship with God is 
not complete until we are doing what He’s given us to do.  Subjective dreams can help 
us discover His anointing and power within our inner most being. 
 
2.  Subjective dreams lead us out of Babylon. 
 
Babylon comes from the word Babel or “confusion by mixture” (Genesis 11:7).  It was 
the first organized rebellion against God.  I’m told that the remains of the Tower of Babel 
(Babylon) still exist about 15 miles from Baghdad, Iraq.  Turn to Jeremiah 29:10-11.  
Jeremiah is writing to confused exile Jews who were being held captive by the ruler of 
Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar.  Some Jews were taken captive and some remained back in 
Jerusalem.  False prophets were saying one thing and Jeremiah was saying something 
else.  So there was a lot of confusion among the exiles.  Jeremiah wrote his letter about 
a year or two after the exiles arrived in Babylon.  He gave them the following 
instructions.   
 
First, they were to live normal lives and seek the peace or well-being of the city where 
God had providentially placed them, for they would not be returning to the promised 
land until the end of 70 years (Jeremiah 29:7, 10).  Second, they must not listen to the 
false prophets who were predicting that the exile would be short (Jeremiah 29:8-9).  
Third, those who remained in Jerusalem would suffer greatly for their persistence in 
rebelling against God (Jeremiah 29:15-19).  Fourth, at the end of the 70 years of 
captivity, the remnant would come out of Babylon and seek God earnestly for 
restoration; He would answer their intercession because of His plans for them:  "This is 
what the LORD says:  ‘When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 
you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.  11For I know the 
plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future’" (Jeremiah 29:10-11).  God clears up any confusion 
they may have had as to what was going to happen to them.  So, when God talks about 
Babylon He is talking about coming to a place where there is confusion due to mixture. 
Dreams are one of the methods that God uses to get us out of our personal Babylon. 
 



 21 

Matthew 16:11-12, "How is it you don't understand that I was not talking to you about 
bread?  But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  
12Then they understood that He was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in 
bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees." (Cross-reference 
Mark 8:15).  The disciples were in a state of confusion concerning Jesus’ parables, 
especially this one where He was teaching them to stay clear of the false teaching and 
selfish motives of the religious leaders of that day.  The disciples had received 
inspiration, but not revelation. 
 
The word “revelation” means to “unveil, take the lid off, or disclose the secret thing.”  
That is why the revelation revealed through the dream is so dangerous to the kingdom 
of darkness.  Light always overpowers darkness (John 1:4-5).  If you fail to understand 
this principle of taking the lid off of your deception and disclosing the secrets of your 
heart, you won’t be able to interpret your dreams correctly.  Revelation occurs when 
there is a connection between your spirit and your soul (natural mind).  Many people are 
receiving inspiration from church, but they aren’t receiving revelation.  The reason I 
know that is because they leave church the same way they came in, unchanged.  Week 
after week, some people beg God for deliverance only to return to the same addiction.  
One lady I knew would ask prayer for her addiction to alcohol and then on her way 
home stop by a liquor store and buy a bottle.  Her problem was that she loved her sin so 
much that she refused to hear what the Spirit was saying to Her.  She used confession 
as a Band-Aid.  It wore off before she got home.  For some with tempers, it wears off 
before they get out of the parking lot.  These folks are receiving inspiration from the 
worship services, but they have not received revelation.  Inspiration is for the moment; 
revelation is life changing.  Revelation, not inspiration, brings change.  There is no 
revelation until there is a connection between the person’s spirit and his/her soul.  
Dreams can make that connection. 
 
John 17:13-19, "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them 
your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I 
am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified." 
 
The Promise Study Bible renders Ephesians 4:17-24 as follows:  “As followers of the 
Lord, I order you to stop living like stupid, godless people.  18Their minds are in the dark 
and they are stubborn and ignorant and have missed out on the life that comes from 
God.  They no longer have any feelings about what is right, 19and they are so greedy 
that they do all kinds of indecent things.  20But that isn’t what you were taught about 
Jesus Christ.  He is the truth, and you heard about Him and learned about Him.  22You 
were told that your foolish desires will destroy you and that you must give up your old 
way of life with all its bad habits.  23Let the Spirit change your way of thinking 24and 
make you into a new person.  You were created to be like God, and so you must please 
Him and be truly holy.  Verse 25 says that “we are part of the same body…”  There are 
those today who say that you don’t have to go to church.  If that is true, what are we 
going to do with Hebrews 10:25, "Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
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the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching."  While it is true going to church does not save anyone, why wouldn’t 
someone who has the life of God in them not want to be with the local body of Christ?  
The reason these “believers” will not go to church is because they are living selfish 
lifestyles without accountability like the world!  It’s dangerous!  Paul said in Romans 
6:15-16, “So since we’re out from under the old tyranny [law], does that mean we can 
live any old way we want?  Since we’re free in the freedom of God, can we do anything 
that comes to mind?  Hardly!  You know well enough from your own experience that 
there are some acts of so-called freedom that destroy freedom” (Message).  First 
Timothy 4:1-2, "The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.  2Such teachings come 
through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron." 
 
Subjective dreams show us where we do not measure up to the image of God.  
According to verse 17, the root problem unbelievers have is with the “futility of their 
thinking”!  “Futility” means, “to have ceased to care.”  The reason non-Christians don’t 
care how they live is because they are “separated from the life of God” (verse 18). But, 
we have the life of God; so we shouldn’t be living like the world. 
 
Ephesians 4:31-32, "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption.  31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 
and slander, along with every form of malice.  32Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  When we live like the 
world we grieve the Holy Spirit.  The Message renders verses 30-34 this way: “Don’t 
grieve God.  Don’t break His heart.  His Holy Spirit, moving and breathing in you, is the 
most intimate part of your life, making you fit for Himself.  Don’t take such a gift for 
granted.  Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, and profane talk.  Be gentle 
with one another, sensitive.  Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in 
Christ forgave you.”   
 
The word “sealed” in verse 30 means “authorized as a representative.”  Stop worrying 
about flying away and start serving.  You aren’t going anywhere yet!  From Adam to 
1950, it is estimated that there were some 6 billion people on earth.  There were some 6 
billion people on the earth from 1950 to today.  So there are probably more born-again 
Christians on the earth today than there are in heaven.  Yet, it is estimated that there 
are approximately 4 billion people who have never heard the name of Jesus who are 
living today.  Why would Christ pull out His harvesters in the middle of the greatest 
harvest the Kingdom has ever experienced?  In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, Paul makes it 
clear that Christ is not going to return until there is a falling away.  That is, when people 
stop getting saved.  So unpack your religious bags and live for Him.  You will do more 
by setting the example than all the words that you can speak.  Actions and attitudes 
always speak louder than words. 
 
We all have areas we could improve on.  You say, “I don’t.”  Baloney!  You are in denial 
and you need a dream!  In Galatians 2:17, the apostle Paul asks, “Have some of you 
noticed that we are not yet perfect?”  (No great surprise, right?)  We all struggle from 
time to time to come into His image.  What we need to do is admit we are still growing 
up in grace and allow God to show us where we come short of His glory and start 
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working on those areas so we can honor Him through our motives, attitudes, and 
actions.  
 
Galatians 5:16-18 (Message), “My counsel is this: ‘Live freely, animated and motivated 
by God’s Spirit, we won’t feel the compulsions of selfishness.  Because there is a root of 
sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is 
incompatible with selfishness.  These two ways of life are antithetical {an’ti-thet’ik - 
opposite}, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according 
to how you feel on any given day.  Why don’t you choose to be led by the Spirit and so 
escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence?’”  Note that the way to be 
victorious in the battle over your mind is by following the internal motivation of the Holy 
Spirit.  One of the purposes of the dream is to renew our mind and take the confusion 
out.   
 
Philippians 3:13-16 (Message), "I’m not saying that I have this all together, that I have it 
made.  But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously 
reached out for me.  Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an 
expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us 
onward—to Jesus.  I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back.  So let’s keep focused 
on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us.  If any of you have 
something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your 
blurred vision—you’ll see it yet!”  What will Christ do for us?  He will clear up our 
“blurred vision” so we can see the goal of pleasing Him.  God wants to eliminate our 
erratic compulsions that come from a former law-dominated existence so we will stop 
working out of our self-interests and start putting God and others first.    
 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5, "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On 
the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  5We demolish arguments 
and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ."  The arguments Paul is referring to 
here are not out there in a bar somewhere.  They are “thoughts” right inside of our 
heads!  The Holy Spirit works both the day shift and the night shift to provide us with 
revelations about ourselves in an effort to lead us out of our personal Babylon.   
 
Romans 12:2-3, "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God©s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will.  Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will."   
  
Luke 4:18-19, "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favor."  Notice that every one of those people had something wrong with them.  
Jesus wasn’t just dealing with the physical here; He was also referring to people being 
set free from their spiritual blindness and spiritual infirmities.  All of us come into the 
kingdom with fleshly mind-sets, wrong attitudes, and dysfunctional ways.  If you don’t 
believe that, read Paul’s letters to the different churches.  They weren’t written because 
God’s people were perfect.  They were written because Christians were dysfunctional 
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and not walking according to God’s spiritual laws. i.e., "Do not lie to each other, since 
you have taken off your old self with its practices" (Colossians 3:9).  Why would Paul tell 
these Christians not to lie?  Because somebody was lying!  Is that sinful?  Of course it 
is.  In fact, habitual lying can send a person to hell (Revelation 21:8).  While you may 
not lie, you will have some other fleshly imperfection, which is just as bad.  We all do!  
That’s one of the reasons Christ had to die for us. 
 
Subjective dreams are designed to help us get rid of the spiritual dust that collects on 
our soul while we are living in Babylon (the world).  We all pick up some dust as we 
travel through life’s dusty roads.  As a serpent, the devil feeds off of dirt, sin.  Spiritual 
dirt is disobedience to the known will of God; worldly ways of thinking; wrong thinking, 
worry; fear; unbelief...If we will let God get rid of the dirt that’s clinging to our souls, the 
devil won’t have anything to feed on!  John 14:30, "Hereafter I will not talk much with 
you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me."  The New International 
Version says, “…He has no hold on me."  The devil couldn’t find one single thing to 
tempt Jesus with, because the Lord didn’t have any thoughts or attitudes that were 
inconsistent with the will of God in Him.  We need to be the same way. 
 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:16, "Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple 
and that God's Spirit lives in you?"  If you will recall, Jesus drove the thieves out of the 
temple (Matthew 21:12).  We all get thieves in our temple that corrupt our spiritual walk 
and steal our blessings.  Subjective dreams reveal these thieves so we can let the Spirit 
drive them out.  Subjective dreams can show us the thoughts of the Holy Spirit against 
the thoughts of our natural mind to bring us into the divine balance so Satan won’t have 
anything to tempt us with.  Luke 12:39, "But understand this:  If the owner of the house 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into."  What if the thief is already inside?  I don’t know about you, but I want to 
destroy the thieves that are trying to steal the blessing my Father has for me.  I don’t 
want to sell my blessing for a bowl of potato soup (fleshly gratification) like Esau did.  
However, we have to know what these thieves are before we can drive them out.  That 
is where subjective dreams come in.  Satan tries to blow us this way and that way to get 
us off balance.  There are believers who are so legalistic they are afraid they will go to 
hell if they make one mistake.  There are those who go to the other extreme and use 
grace as an excuse to sin.  Both extremes are deadly.  There are people who are off 
balance on giving.  They believe that the only way to get anything from God is by giving 
an offering.  What they need to realize is that you can’t buy mercy and grace by giving 
an offering.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy" 
(Matthew 5:7).  He’s saying, “You want mercy?  Start showing mercy.”  God’s way is 
straight and narrow without any ditches.  And He uses subjective dreams to bring us 
into balance between those two destructive ditches.   
 
By dying on the cross, Christ did what the law, weakened as it always was by fractured 
human nature, could never have done.  He set us free from sin (Romans 6:18).  But we 
are living in a world (Babylon) where there is an ongoing battle between the old nature 
and the new nature.  Dreams can make us aware of our legalistic ways.  Many 
Christians have “Report Card Religion” or legalism in them that was carried over from 
living under the old nature.    
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Here are some comparisons between a legalist and someone who lives under Christ, 
free grace:  
 
1.  A legalist is rule (law) driven. The person living by the grace of God is Spirit-led.  The 
person living in grace may testify and say, “I had sweet communion with the Lord as I 
laid in bed praying and meditating this morning.”  The legalist may come back with, 
“Let’s get this right.  You just laid in bed?”  Before “feeling blessed,” the legalist may 
look at their watch when praying to make sure they meet the “time requirements.”  The 
reason a legalist thinks like this is because he/she is a rule-controlled person.   
 
2.  The legalist is only concerned with the outward appearance.  He/she may do the 
right action, but never for the right motive (Matthew 23:5) because his/her heart is full of 
“greed and self-indulgence” (Matthew 23:20).  Report Card Christianity never fooled 
Jesus.  He called these people hypocrites (Matthew 23:27-28).  A hypocrite is a “mask-
wearer”, one whose inside doesn’t match up with the outside.  God hates external 
religion (Matthew 5:20).  The person of grace is more concerned with what God thinks 
than what man thinks.  That is why his/her inside (motives; attitudes) matches up with 
the outside (actions; behavior).  See Colossians 3:23-24; Ephesians 6:6.  
 
3.  The legalist thinks that the religious things he/she does are necessary before being 
blessed (Matthew 23:4),  i.e., “If I pray this much and read this much it will balance out 
this failure over here…If I get on my knees and pray for 45 minutes I’ll touch heaven...”  
The person living under grace knows that all blessings come free of charge from the 
grace of God that Christ purchased for us on the cross.  He/she knows that Jesus 
balanced the scales of justice when He died on the cross (Romans 3:21-26) and that 
they are credited with His righteousness when they believe in Him (Romans 4:4-5, 8).  
 
4.  Going to church and serving God is both a duty and obligation for the legalist 
(Matthew 23:23-24).  Going to church and serving God is a privilege and honor for the 
person living under grace.  Therefore, he or she seeks opportunities to attend church as 
often as possible.   
 
5.  The legalists tithe out of duty and obligation.  They pay tithes out of liability (demand 
from the law), fear, and for self-justification.  The person of grace knows that one cannot 
be under liability and be free to give from the heart as a responsible giver (grace).  
He/she believes that giving is an issue of a Spirit-led heart (Galatians 5:6, 13, 16), 
relating to God based on faith (Romans 5:1-2) and His resources (2 Corinthians 9:8; 
Philippians 4:19).  Therefore, a person of grace gives money to the church out of a 
heart of love and appreciation because believers in Christ have “already” been justified 
by faith (Romans 5:1).  It is a privilege and an honor to give money to the Lord through 
the church for the person living under grace.  That is why he/she receives joy out of 
giving (2 Corinthians 9:7).  The person of grace has the attitude that everything belongs 
to God, not just 10 percent (1 Corinthians 6:20).  He/she says, “You mean I get to keep 
90 percent of God’s money?  You mean God will allow me to give to the church as if it 
were unto Him?”   
 
6.  Legalists fast out of duty for self-justification (Luke 18:11-12).  The person living 
under the free grace of God fasts out of desire, love for souls, and a Spirit-led heart.  
The person of grace knows that whatever God calls us to do He will give us both the 
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desire (Psalm 37:4) and ability to do it (Philippians 4:13).  That is why fasting is a joy for 
the person of grace.  Wigglesworth said, “Fasting is a great joy when you are led by 
God to do it…I only fast when God specifically leads me to do it.  And if it is not a joy, I 
immediately break it.  Because I refuse to fast unless I find joy in it.”   
 
7.  The trademark of a legalist is, “God, I thank You that I am not like other men, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector” ( Luke 18:11-12).  The trademark of the person 
of grace is that we are all equal at the foot of the cross.  “There is no one righteous, not 
even one” (Romans 3:10) before coming to Christ (Romans 3:23).   
 
8.  The legalist has the concept that he/she has only a little sin while the very immoral 
person has a lot of sin (Luke 7:47).  How much sin does it take to send someone to 
hell?  Is there anyone here who needs only a “little” forgiveness from God?  Both 
Galatians 3:10 and James 2:10 tell us if we have broken a part of the law, we have 
broken all of the law.  The person of grace believes that salvation is a free gift that 
comes from God’s grace that is received through faith in Christ.  Thus, no one can brag 
about how good they are (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Our righteousness (goodness) comes from 
Christ (Philippians 3:9; Romans 1:17; 3:22-23; 4:2-5). 
 
9.  A legalist is only concerned with which translation of the Bible people are reading.  If 
you are not reading their translation of the Bible then you aren’t reading the “true” Word 
of God.  A person of grace isn’t concerned with which translation people are reading.  
They are just glad people are reading the Bible!  I don’t want to bust anyone’s religious 
balloon, but the Old King James Version is a translation.  The original manuscripts of 
the Bible weren’t written in English!  Furthermore, it is not the most accurate translation 
in existence.  If you love reading the Old King James Version of the Bible that’s fine, just 
don’t accuse others of not being spiritual or “right with God” because they are not 
reading a “more accurate translation.”  We need to stop fussing over which English 
translation of the Bible is best and start encouraging people to just read the Bible.  All 
translations (versions) of the Bible will give you enough of the truths that, if followed, will 
lead to Jesus.   
 
How do you measure up?  Both motives and attitudes change when a person comes 
into Christ.  Christ takes us from under the supervision of the flesh (old nature) and puts 
us under His own personal supervision through the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  Your job is simply to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit who speaks through 
your conscience.  Galatians 5:16, "So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the sinful nature."  This process is called sanctification.  Sanctification is 
being Spirit-led and setting yourself apart for God.  The process of sanctification started 
when God purged our conscience from the guilt and condemnation that held us prisoner 
when we believed in Christ (Romans 8:1; Hebrews 9:2, 10:22).  Behavior, attitudes, and 
motives always conform to what is happening in the conscience.  A true Christian will 
not only do his/her best to obey the commandments of God out of a heart of love, 
he/she will try to measure up to the “spirit” of the law.  Take the Sabbath for example.  
Exodus 20:8 says, "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy."  The Sabbath is still 
Saturday, the sixth day of the week.  According to the letter of the law, we are required 
to treat Saturday (Sabbath) as being holy unto the Lord.  Here, one day is set aside to 
sanctify the whole.  Under Christ, every day is holy unto the Lord (Romans 14:6)!  You 
shouldn’t do anything on Saturday that you would not do on a Monday!  If what a person 
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does on Saturday is wrong, it will still be wrong on Monday!  We must be careful not to 
worship a day, but the God of every day. 
 
Philippians 3:8-10, "What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  10I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death."  What part of Jesus died?  Was it His spirit or His flesh 
(human nature)?  It was His humanness/flesh.  That’s the part of us that was created 
after the first Adam.  It’s the old nature or old way of thinking that was created in the 
image of the Second Adam.   
 
We will never experience the “surpassing greatness of knowing Christ” until we are 
willing to become “like Him in death” by dying to the flesh like He did.  Galatians 2:20, "I 
[self interests] have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me.”   God keeps giving us dreams to help us build our spiritual house and bring us into 
His fullness.  Some trees have to die to build a house.  In Deuteronomy 20:20, Israel 
was told to cut down the non-fruit bearing trees and use them to build siege works until 
the city at war with them falls.  Jesus was crucified on a non-fruit bearing tree!  God 
wants to cut down the non-fruit bearing trees of our life and help us break down the 
strongholds that are keeping us from being all that God wants us to be.  Some people 
never totally tear down the strongholds in their life because they refuse to see the non-
fruit bearing trees.  Don’t discard your dreams like junk mail!  They can help you see the 
non-fruit bearing ways of the flesh (trees) in your life so you can cut them down and 
storm the walls of your personal Babylon. 
 
The Lord said in Matthew 16:24, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me."  He was talking about killing something in you that 
is hindering you.  You don’t crucify your mother-in-law, your pastor, or your spouse.  
You crucify your desires.  What desires?  Those desires which stand against the rule of 
God in your life.  For example, people may treat you badly, but you must have a 
kingdom response if you want to reach them for Christ and please God.  God will use 
different methods to shake loose anything in you that are not useful for the kingdom.  
And He’ll use dreams to do it.  
 
3.  Subjective dreams restore (refresh) the soul. 
 
Psalm 23:1-2, "A psalm of David.  The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  
2He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters.  3He 
restores my soul.”  A typical pastor places the emphasis on “the Lord is my Shepherd.”  
The prophetic anointed person places the emphasis on what the Lord is doing: “He 
makes me lie down.”  Sometimes we don’t want to lie down and have our soul restored.  
That is why God has to speak to us through dreams.  Our soul can become broken after 
becoming a Christian.  Because we want to be good Christians we may deny those 
feelings.  Jeremiah said, "The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who 
can understand it?" (Jeremiah 17:9).  The answer is, “God can and does!”  He can show 
us our brokenness through dream therapy.  
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Let’s say that you ladies grew up in a legalistic church where you were not allowed to 
cut your hair, wear makeup, pierce your ears or wear pants.  One night in a dream you 
see yourself with your hair cut, wearing makeup, earrings, and pants.  God is saying, 
“It’s OK to dress up and look good!”  (He may also be saying, “Would someone dress 
that woman up!”) 
 
One lady was afraid to cut her hair because some uninformed legalistic pastor told her 
that it was her “glory.”  She was 5 feet 2 inches tall with hair down to her ankles.  She 
also had headaches.  She tried to wear her hair in a bun.  But that didn’t seem to help.  
One day she came to church with her hair all balled up on her head wearing a neck 
brace.  What kind of glory does that give Jesus?  That sister was dysfunctional, and so 
was the legalistic pastor who put her in bondage through his legalistic preaching.  God 
wasn’t talking about hair when he talked about a covering.  He was talking about one’s 
identity.  Jesus, not hair, is the woman’s identity (glory)!  That woman needs a dream to 
heal her brokenness, not her headache.  The headache will go away when her soul is 
restored. 
 
Let’s say that your spouse left you for someone else.  Guess what?  You are broken.  
Preachers can preach to you, prophesy over you, and lay hands on you; but, it is not 
going to help you until the brokenness (pain) that is deep within the recesses of your 
soul is healed.  You aren’t any less valuable or any less called of God, but you are 
broken on the inside.  You may not even be aware of the unfinished business 
surrounding the event, but God is.  He knows that until you deal with that brokenness, it 
is going to pop up and sabotage your destiny, relationships, job, position in the church, 
etc.  Mental and emotional brokenness cripple the spiritual person (our real self), thus 
preventing us from living in the fullness of the Spirit and the freedom Christ purchased 
for us on the cross.  That is why God speaks to your spirit through dreams to try and 
heal and repair your soul.   
 
There are wounded saints who attend church week after week.  Some are in a state of 
depression because their spouse refuses to love them and meet their marital needs.   
They are two people living together with a marriage license on the wall!  Some have 
never gotten over the death of a loved one.  Some have not gotten past being hurt in 
church.  Some have never gotten over their spouse having an affair.  Some have not 
gotten over a divorce.  Some have not gotten over their own moral failure.   
 
Money, another relationship, or moving to a new church is not going to fix their broken 
heart.  What they need is healing.  You say, “How do you know that?”  Maybe it’s 
because I see them, like an attack dog, go into a rage when a certain name or subject 
comes up.  Or, maybe it’s the way they spew venom out on their family.  They have 
become demonized through a root of bitterness.  He/she is not demon-possessed; a 
demon-possessed person would never claim to be a Christian, but they do.   
 
Demons attach themselves to the individual’s brokenness, causing him/her to filter 
current events through that painful event.  The reason he/she is overreacting to daily  
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irritants is because anger, bitterness, and unforgiveness are a part of that painful 
memory.  
 
The mistake some deliverance ministers make is to believe that the individual will 
automatically be free when the demon is expelled.  Until whatever gave the demon the 
right to be there is removed, the door remains open for more demon activity (Matthew 
12:43-45).  Satan’s greatest weapon against the believer is deception (Ephesians 6:11).  
We need to deal with what allowed the demons in the first place before dealing with the 
demon.  Dreams help us face the painful past and the source of our brokenness.  Let’s 
say that someone does something to hurt you, but you deny that you are hurt.  
However, deep within the recesses of your soul you feel hurt and angry.  God may send 
you a dream to get you out of denial so you can deal with the pain before it turns into a 
root of bitterness.  Bitterness is cancer to both the soul and physical body.   
 
Medical authorities tell me that those who smile all the time usually live 10 to 15 years 
longer.  They also have better marriages.  The smile is indicative of a positive outlook 
on life and the absence of anger and bitterness.  Those who are in a constant state of 
bitterness usually have ulcers and stomach problems.  Why?  God never designed the 
soul to endure negative emotions for an extended period of time.  Stomach ulcers are 
not about what we eat, but what is eating at us.  The real problem is not in the stomach, 
but in the heart, that we won’t let go of.  A person in an angry state of mind needs 
dream therapy.  Of course, dreams are not the only way in which God speaks to us.  He 
speaks to us when we read the Bible, hear sermons, attend Bible classes, and fellow-
ship with other believers, etc.  But when we fail to heed God’s voice through these 
means, He’ll give us dream therapy. 
  
There are two ways in which one can tell if they have a broken soul that needs 
restoring.  The first way is through night dreams.  Dreams tell us a lot about ourselves.  
A second way is by looking at your relationships.  Can people get along with you?  How 
do you relate to people?  Do you snap at your loved ones?  Do you pray and long to be 
in the presence of God?  Do you enjoy church?  Do you love hearing the Word of God 
preached?  Do you love reading the Bible?  Do you consistently and generously give to 
the church?  Are you involved in a church ministry?   
 
There are those who serve God when they are down and out, but slack up when things 
start going good for them.  Then, they wonder why they’re always having trouble.  There 
was a man who was very active in church when he didn’t have much money.  When he 
came into some money, he began backing off.  The pastor went to him and reminded 
him of what God told Israel, “Don’t forget me when you get into the promised land, when 
I make you rich and give you houses and flocks” (Deuteronomy 7:1; 8:11-18).   
 
God treats us like the father of a teen who just turned 16.  The teen said to his Dad, 
“When am I going to get my automobile?”  Dad said, “Well, there are a couple of issues 
that need your attention first.  When you can consistently keep your room clean and 
carry out your household chores, then you’ll get an automobile.  Why would I turn you 
loose with a 3,000-pound automobile that can kill you and others when you don’t have 
enough character to make up your bed and clean your room?  Why would I put 
someone who drinks alcohol and takes drugs behind the wheel of an automobile that 
goes 85 to 90 miles an hour?  I am not going to give you a blessing that will hurt you!”  
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So it is with God.  It’s silly to think that God is going to give you something that will hurt 
or destroy you, regardless of how good it might seem to be.   
 
In any case, the dream process goes past the persona in our waking hours to the real 
us.  The word persona is a Greek theater term meaning “the mask that I wear during the 
play.”  The word “personality” comes from this word.  Most people have two personas, 
the personality they show outsiders and the personality they exhibit to themselves and 
to their family.  God expects us to be the same at home and at work as when we are in 
church.  Dreams go past the persona, the hypocritical areas or shadows in our soul, and 
reveal the real us, to help us to become “imitators of God” (Ephesians 5:1).  Why would 
God go to all this trouble?  It is because He has mercy on His mind.   
 

Section VI – Principles for Interpreting Dreams 
 
Daniel 2:29-30, "As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, 
and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.  30As for me, this 
mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living 
men, but so that you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand 
what went through your mind."  Once you understand the pattern of how the symbols in 
dreams work, you will start getting more dreams.  The key that unlocks God’s doorway 
of understanding is faith. 
 
All dreams are mysteries until they are correctly interpreted.  Here are eight steps that 
can help you interpret your dreams: 
 
1.   Write the dream down immediately upon receipt. 
2. Establish a dream ledger. 
3. Ask yourself, “How does the dream match up with my present or past experiences?”   
4.   Decode the symbols in the dream.   
5.   Run the dream by God.  
6.   Discard any dream that does not conform to Biblical principles. 
7.   Exercise caution when sharing dreams and visions with others. 
8.   Eliminate human and hot fudge sundae dreams. 
 
1.  Write the dream down immediately upon receipt. 
 
Daniel 7:1, "In the first year of Belshazzar King of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 
visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed.  He wrote down the 
substance of his dream."  We see two things here.  First, Daniel received a dream from 
God.  Second, he wrote down the dream down.  You can’t interpret something you can’t 
remember.  While you may think you will remember the dream the next morning, you 
most likely won’t.  And if you do, you may forget important details.  Dreams are like the 
pastor’s sermons.  They have a powerful impact on us at the moment, but we forget 90 
to 100 percent of the details by the next day.   
 
Why is it that we can’t remember our dreams?  It is because they are spiritual 
messages.  And, because they are not like regular thoughts, dreams don’t make any 
sense to the natural mind.  That is why they are difficult to grasp at times and harder to 
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remember.  Plus, being spiritual messages, the natural mind may either block the 
information out or dump it as being unimportant.   
 
Therefore, whether it is a short dream or long dream, write it down.  It only takes 10 
seconds to turn a key and unlock a door.  God can do as much in a 10-second dream 
as He can in a 30-minute dream.  You can place a pad or pencil and a flashlight or 
small nightlight near your bed so you can write dreams down without waking your loved 
ones.  Whether it is 2 AM or 4 AM, when you have a dream, describe it on paper.  Here 
are nine things you want to look for. 

  
1. People and what they are like. 
2. Places and surroundings in the dream. 
3. Animals or other characters. 
4. Colors.  
5. Images. 
6. How you felt:  was it a pleasant or unpleasant experience; what was offensive to 

you; was the person you saw appalling to you, etc.? 
7. Relationships, associations, and connections to images. 
8. Similarities in the images or symbols. 
9.  Things missing in the normal texture -- what should have been there; what was 

missing; who is missing from the picture, i.e., you may see a family album and 
someone from your family is missing.  You may be who is missing. 

 
There will be those who will not feel like going to all this effort, and that’s fine.  But if you 
really want to understand what God is saying to you through dreams, you will have to do 
your part by crucifying the flesh and writing your dreams down so you can study them.  
Daniel wasn’t smarter than anyone else.  He simply had more faith and allowed God to 
give him more understanding.  God always walks through the doorway of faith and 
understanding.  The more you understand your dreams, the more God will speak to you 
through this means. 
 
2.  Establish a dream journal. 
 
Transfer the dream to a dream journal as soon as possible.  The journal could be in a 
computer.  One of the purposes for having a dream journal is to identify recurring 
dreams.  There are a number of possible reasons for recurring dreams: 
 
     a.  It may be too much material to process in one night.  God is giving it to you in 
segments. 
 
     b.  Events in recurring dreams may be inner-related.  God may be saying, “This is an 
urgent message, call home – pay special attention to this one!” 
 
     c.  It may also be God’s way of preparing you for something or trying to get you to 
deal with some unfinished business deep within your soul.   
 
Matthew 18:16, "But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that every 
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”  Second 
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Corinthians 13:1, "This will be my third visit to you. ‘Every matter must be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses.’"  Both passages are based on 
Deuteronomy 17:6, where something is established by two or more witnesses.  A 
recurring dream is God’s way of giving you a double witness to show you that He’s in it 
and that it is important. 
 
Pharaoh had two dreams.  In the first dream he saw seven fat cows.  In the second 
dream he saw seven thin cows.  Here we have two different versions of the same 
dream.  Genesis 41:32, "The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is 
that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon."  The Living 
Bible:  “The double dream gives double impact, showing you what I have told you is 
certainly going to happen.  God has decreed it and it is going to happen soon.” 
 
Joseph also had two different versions of the same dream.  The stars and moon bowed 
before him in the first dream.  Sheaves bowed before him in the second dream.  Both 
dreams meant that his own family would one day bow down before him.  This is 
precisely what occurred after he was promoted from slave to Prime Minister in Egypt. 
 
So, one of the reasons we need to keep a dream journal is because we may have a 
dream later on that is connected to one in the past.  We may not make that connection if 
we don’t maintain a dream journal.  Even if we are able to remember the former dream, 
we may not recall important details.    
 
Many of the dreams and visions found in the book of Daniel are not inner-connected 
(Daniel 8:1).  Imagine where we would be in understanding end time prophecy if Daniel 
had not recorded these important visions and dreams!  A dream may not seem 
important at the moment, but in light of other dreams it may be extremely important.  
That is why you need a dream journal.   
 
3.  Ask yourself, “ How does the dream fit in with what is going on in my life right 
now or my personal history?”    
 
Symbols must be understood in light of context and personal history.  Context is what is 
going on in your life at the time.  Personal history is what you have experienced in the 
past.  For the most part, symbols are the voice of your past experience.  That is why 
symbols can mean different things to different people.  For example, the Bible speaks of 
a snake as a symbol of Satan (Revelation 20:2).   But, it is also used as a symbol of 
wisdom:  “Be wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove” (Matthew 10:16).  The context 
depends on whether the snake is a symbol of evil or good.   
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like leaven…” (Matthew 13:33).  Then He said, 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:6).  Is leaven good or bad?  It 
depends on the context.  The context of the dream may determine what the symbols 
represent.  God uses the known to explain the unknown.  He uses your history to 
explain the present.  That is also why only you and God can interpret the symbols. 
 
Here is an example of how your personal history can come into play during a dream.  
Let’s say that your parents divorced when you were a child.  Most of what heard from 
them was fighting, yelling, anger, etc.  Even though your natural mind didn’t know what 
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was going on, your spirit person was listening.  Consequently, you grew up feeling 
insecure and fearful.  But you may not know why you feel that way.  So while your 
natural mind is resting, God comes to you at night in a dream and deals with those 
issues. 
  
God designed dreams to drop issues and ideas inside of us to help us become whole 
and bring balance and healing.  For example, God put both male and female in all of us.  
Every woman has some masculinity and every man has some femininity.  That is why 
women can have manly traits and men can have womanly traits.  A boy, who doesn’t 
have a male role model at home, will most likely display feminine traits.  God reaches 
into our personal history, out of our own experiences, to show us things about ourselves 
and to bring us into balance.    
 
4.  Decode the symbols in the dream. 
 
Since 95% of dreams are about the dreamer, if we start with our own heart first, we only 
have 5% of the unknown to deal with.   
 
Job 33:14-16, "For God does speak – now one way, now another – though man may 
not perceive it.  15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as 
they slumber in their beds, 16He may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings."  
The Old King James Version: “For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it 
not.  15In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in 
slumbering upon the bed.  16Then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their 
instruction.”   Note the word “sealeth” in verse 16.  In Bible times, kings put a seal on 
their letters.  Only the person it was addressed to could break that seal.   
 
Dreams are sealed or encoded messages from God’s Spirit to your spirit.  The seal is 
given in the form of symbols.  If you can understand the symbol you can understand the 
dream.  A dream is a parable where God reveals the unknown known by what you 
already know.  While others may have similar symbols in their dreams, they will mean 
something totally different.  Symbols come from the person’s own personal history and 
experiences.  
  
Let’s say that you made a serious mistake and sinned.  While you repented, turned from 
that sin and asked God, as well as those you may have hurt to forgive you, you can’t get 
the incident out of your mind.  You are constantly being bombarded with thoughts of 
being no good.  That night you dream that you are at the airport.  You dread flying 
because you usually set off the metal detector when entering airports.  But this time 
when you go through the metal detector it doesn’t go off.  Why?  The airport and metal 
detector aren’t real.  They are symbols.  In those few seconds, God set your spirit at 
ease concerning your relationship with Him.  If there was something wrong with you, 
you would have set off His spiritual metal detector.  You didn’t!  God is saying, “Put the 
incident behind you.”  The symbol God used to reveal this to you wouldn’t mean the 
same to someone else.  
 
The symbol may very well be people!  However, most of the time dreams are not about 
the people you see, but about you.  The person you see in a dream is a symbol or 
substitute for you.  They will most likely display a good quality you don’t have but need 
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or, a negative quality you have but need to get rid of.  That is why we need to ask 
ourselves two questions:  (1) What positive aspect do I see in that person that I desire; 
ad (2) what aspect do I see in that person that I dislike?   
 
Dreams where you see something positive in someone that you would like to see in 
yourself are called positive dreams.  The person you see in the dream will most likely be 
someone you respect (e.g., minister, elder in the church, teacher, policeman, etc.).  God 
uses dreams to reveal your anointing and gifting.  By showing you someone that you 
admire, God may be saying, “I’ve given that characteristic to you.”  
 
Positive dreams can also confirm something to you.  For example, a Christian lady who 
had been contemplating on moving to another state had a dream where her associate 
pastor with a prophetic anointing appeared and said, “God told me to tell you to go 
ahead and go.”  The woman took that as confirmation that God was behind her move.  
Let me give you a word of caution.  Unless you know without a doubt that the dream is 
from God, do not use it for guidance.  Dreams fall in the same category as personal 
prophecy.  Personal prophecy should not be used for guidance.  However, like dreams, 
it can confirm something God has “already” spoken to your heart about.   
 
The people you see in dreams with undesirable traits are called negative dreams.  Here, 
you see people with negative characteristics that you dislike.  God may be trying to 
show you something negative about yourself that you either don’t know about or choose 
to remain in denial about.  These negative traits are called “blind spots.”  We all have 
them!  How many of you have wanted to tell someone that they had bad breath, but 
didn’t?  You didn’t tell them because you didn’t want to embarrass them.  God may have 
someone show up in that person’s dream with bad breath.  God would be saying 
through this person, “Your breath stinks, get some mouthwash.”  Blind spots remain 
hidden until we acknowledge them. 
 
Therefore, consider the possibility that God may be saying that the negative trait you 
don’t like in the person you see in a dream is in you.  A stranger wouldn’t have worked.  
But, someone you knew jumped right out at you.  That is what makes dreams so 
personal.  
 
An example of how God used another person to deal with someone’s faulty heart is 
depicted in 2 Samuel 12:1-7.  God has Nathan go to King David and tell him about a 
rich landowner who had an unexpected visitor show up for dinner.  Instead of selecting 
a lamb from his own herd for the meal, he went to a poor neighbor’s house and took his 
one and only lamb.  In fact, the little lamb was not only a pet, it was like a member of  
the family.  Being a former shepherd, David became outraged when he heard the story.  
Nathan said to David, “You are the man!” (2 Samuel 12:7).  Then, through the prophet, 
God proceeded to show David how he had stolen Bathsheba from her husband  
(2 Samuel 12:8).  Do you see how God works?  He had David condemn an undesirable 
trait in the rich man before showing him that he had acted like that person.  This is the 
way negative dreams work.  David may never have recognized his sins of adultery and 
murder and repented if he had not had his true heart revealed through this parable.  
Recall, subjective dreams are parables. 
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While we are quick to see the blind spots (hidden faults) of others, we tend to justify 
ours or overlook them.  When someone points out one of our faults, we generally say, 
“What about you… Look at what you are doing… I have a little of that, but look at what 
you do…”  One of God’s purposes for these kinds of dreams is to reveal these blind 
spots and to bring balance to our lives.  Any strength over extended becomes a 
weakness.  You will have more balance in your Christ-like walk when you take your 
dreams seriously, learn to interpret them, and take corrective action.   
 
Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 13:12-13 that we don’t see life as it truly is.  We see life as 
we are.  That is why God shows us fleshly parts of ourselves through the people we see 
in dreams:  thieves; drunkards; liars; adulterous people; slanders; greedy people; 
unforgiving people; people who envy; people who slander; deceitful people; people with 
pride and arrogance; sexually immoral people; overbearing people; people who sow 
discord and display fits of rage; people who have selfish ambitions, etc.  More 
comprehensive lists are found 1 Corinthians 6:9 and Galatians 5:19-21.  Let’s look at 
some types of dreams people have and what the symbols could mean to them.   
 
1.  Dreams of conflict.  You may be fighting something or someone.  Or, some kind of 
animal, army or force may be after you, etc.  Dreams of conflict can mean a number of 
things: 
 

·  There is an unresolved issue or internal conflict going on within you. 
·  You may not have accepted something in your life, but need to. 
·  You may be fighting against God. 

 
2.  Out of control dreams.  You may see yourself in a vehicle or aircraft that is out of 
control and about to crash.  For example, you keep turning the steering wheel of your 
vehicle, but it doesn’t turn.  God may be showing you that something in your life is out of 
control and you are about to crash – so slow down and straighten up.  
 
3.  Dirty or cluttered dreams.  You may visit a dirty or cluttered house or mobile home.  It 
could even be a creepy or haunted house.  God is not talking about your physical 
house.  He’s talking about your spiritual house.  God may be showing you that you may 
have a habit or something in your life that is beneath His spiritual standard for you – you 
need to do better.   
 
4.  Escape dream.  You are trying to run away or escape from something or someone.  
You may see yourself crossing over a bridge and looking for an escape route, etc.  This 
may mean that you are trying to run away from something.   
 
5.  Flying dreams.  You see yourself flying like a bird or superman.  It could mean that 
you are free from someone or something.  Let’s say that you are desperate to get away 
from a situation or someone.  God may be saying don’t worry about anything, you are 
free to go.  
 
6.  Walking or running with no clothes on dreams.  You see yourself running around 
naked in public.  You are in a public place, business meeting, or around friends wearing 
nothing but your underclothes.  These kinds of dreams are dramatic to get your 
attention.  The dream could mean a number of things: 
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·  It may mean that you are unprepared for something.   
 
·  It may mean that you are trying to run away from an embarrassing situation you 

need to face. 
 
·  It may mean that the most embarrassing thing that could ever happen to you has 

already occurred – turn around and face your fear. 
 
·  It may mean that you don’t fit in or feel right about a situation. 

 
·  It may mean that you feel unprotected, but don’t know it. 

 
·   It may mean that you are trying to hide something and God is saying, “I see you 

as you are.”  
 
7.  New beginning dreams.  You may see yourself going through a deep, dark tunnel 
with a light at the other end.  Or, you may see yourself coming out of the womb again.  
God may be saying, “Don’t let the pressure get you down, you are going to have a new 
beginning, etc.”   
 
8.  Birth dreams.  You may be giving birth to a baby or holding a new baby.  This is 
another new beginning dream.  God may be saying, “I am going to give you some new 
ideas.” 
 
9.  Disaster dreams.  You see yourself in a storm, tornado or earthquake.  This may 
mean that trouble is coming, or that there is trouble inside of you.  Whatever it is, you 
need to deal with it immediately.  
 
10.  Falling off of a cliff dreams.  You see yourself falling off a cliff or being swallowed by 
the earth.  This may indicate that something in your life is falling down or is not upright 
in your life.  It may also mean that you are about to lose something or someone close to 
you.   
 
11.  Searching dreams.   You keep searching and searching for something you lost or 
misplaced, but can never find it.  God may be telling you that you are about to lose 
someone or something valuable in your life, or you have already lost it.  It is seldom a 
material thing, i.e., you may have compromised and lost a spiritual principle, etc.  It 
could also be a relationship.   
 
12.  Death dreams.   You may see yourself in a casket or see yourself dying.  God is not 
saying that you are about to die, but:  

 
·  God may be saying that there are some things in you that need to die. 
 
·  He may be saying that the business, business deal, or even relationship you 

thought was going so good is dead.  
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·  It may mean that there are some things in you that you thought were dead, but 
God is going to resurrect.   

 
·  God may be saying that He is going raise up a business idea you thought was 

dead, etc. 
 
13.  Violent crime dreams.  You see yourself committing a violent crime or killing 
someone.  It may be a violent act against a parent, a sibling, or close friend.  You need 
to ask yourself, “What is it about that person that you can’t stand?”  God is saying, “I 
hate that in you, get rid of it.”  We usually project what we don’t like in ourselves onto 
others who have similar characteristics.  Matthew 7:5, "You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye."  God is not going to violate this principle in dreams.  He may be saying 
that the same thing you hate in that person is also in you.   
  
14.  Dreams of throwing something up.  It may mean that there is something unclean in 
you that you need to get rid of.   
 
15.  Metamorphosis dreams.  These are dreams where the symbol or object turns into 
something else or someone else.  You may be talking to someone and all of a sudden 
he/she turns into someone else or into an animal (i.e., cat, lion, alligator, etc.).  God may 
be telling you that the person is not who he/she claims to be.  
 
16.  Dreams of an animal or reptile attack.  The way to determine what the dream 
means is to find out what the animal means to you.  For example, if you associate the 
devil to a snake, a dream about being bitten by a snake may mean that demons are 
attacking you or you are allowing demonic influences to come into your life.  You say, 
"Can a Christian have a demon?  A Christian can have anything he/she wants.  Why 
would God tell us to put on His armor if we didn’t need to be protected from demons 
(Ephesians 6:11)?  God’s armor is spiritual, not physical (Ephesians 6:10-11;  
2 Corinthians 10:4).  Find out what the animal or reptile represents to you and you will 
understand what God is saying to you through the dream.  
 
17.  Dreams about always being late.  God is saying there is something that is missing 
in your life or that you are not on time with, but you need to be. 
 
18.  War dreams.  You see yourself fighting in a war (i.e., civil war).  God may be saying 
that you are at war with yourself or with someone close to you.   
 
19.  Uniform dreams.  Dreams where you see yourself in some kind of uniform may be 
God’s way of either saying that you are acting like that, or you need to act like that.  
What is going on in your life at that time will determine whether the symbol is negative 
or positive.   
 
20.  Dreams about Jesus.  Jesus may appear to you in various forms.  For example, 
you may see a wise old man or a wise old woman giving you valuable instructions who 
suddenly turns into Jesus.  It means that God is giving you some valuable instruction so 
listen carefully.  I heard of an evangelist who had a dream where he saw a guy with 
blond hair, blue eyes, and wearing a Hawaiian shirt.  In the dream, the stranger was 
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giving him some instructions.  The evangelist said to the man, “You are really smart 
aren’t you; you really have some revelation.”  The man looked at him and turned into the 
face of Jesus.  God is trying to get something across to us with these kinds of dreams. 
 
21.  Angel dreams.  Dreams involving angels may mean a number of things.  They may 
be warning you of something or comforting you.  
 
22.  Mirror dreams.  You may see yourself getting up in the morning, looking in the 
mirror and discovering that the person in the mirror is not you.  God is saying that the 
person you see in the mirror is the real you.  If you are another race or culture in the 
mirror, God may be trying to show you something about your attitude toward that group 
of people.   
 
23.  Wedding dreams.  You might see yourself getting married to a machine, job, etc.  
God might be saying that you have made that job or object into an idol.  If it is a job, 
God could be telling you that He has anointed you to do that kind of work.  Only the life 
of the dreamer can determine if wedding dreams are positive or negative.  
 
24.  Jungle dreams.  You may see yourself lost in a jungle.  God may be telling you that 
you are lost in some area of your life.   
 
25.  Opposite-sex dreams.  Dreams about the opposite sex are rarely about sex.  They 
usually mean you need a quality found in that person.  If a woman dreams of a man, 
God may be saying that there are some qualities in him that she needs.  The same 
would apply to a man dreaming about a woman.  There is a woman in every man and a 
man in every woman.  Your plumbing determines which should be dominant.  How does 
a physician determine if a baby is male or female?  It’s not by the way the baby acts, but 
by his/her plumbing.  What kind of people do you think you will see in a dream if your 
father was domineering and hard to please?  You may see a gentle and sweet person.  
Why?  You need to stop being like your domineering and controlling father and be like 
that individual.  A woman with a doormat personality may see an assertive male.  God 
uses these kinds of dreams to try and bring us into balance. 
 
26.  Confronting dreams.  Because you have blind spots that you do not want to 
acknowledge, God may wait until your ego is asleep and confront you about something.  
Keep in mind that dreams are where God’s Spirit communes with your spirit without the 
intervention of your natural mind.  Here are some examples of confronting dreams: 
 

·  A confronting dream could be God’s way of rebuking the culture you grew up in.  
For example, some cultures teach men not to be in touch with their emotions.  
Thus, they may not display a gentle side at home (i.e., “the man must act like the 
man”).  This philosophy verges on dictatorship.  God may give a dream to 
confront that controlling and domineering attitude.  You may see yourself as a 
“little Hitler.”  God is saying that is the way you are acting, so stop it.   If you are a 
woman and not assertive enough, God may give you a dream to bring you into 
balance and help you to be more assertive.  If you’re a “bulldog in pantyhose,” 
God may give you a dream to confront that controlling spirit and bring you into 
balance, to be more graceful.  
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·  Someone who came out of a repressed legalistic church may have a dream in 
which they see themselves raising their hands and dancing in the Spirit.  It’s 
God’s way of saying, “It’s OK to do that.”   

 
·  Let’s say that you grew up in a home where you were told that you were stupid 

and would never amount to anything.  God may give you a dream to rebuke that 
culture and let you know that what your parents said about you is not true, that 
you were beautifully created. 

 
·  God may confront you about an issue to get you to surrender that over to Him.  

Or, He may be telling you that you’ve already surrendered to something.  The 
negative or positive depends on where you are spiritually. 

 
Dreams Teens and Children Have 
 
Like adults, God can speak to teens and children through dreams.  However, their 
dreams are somewhat different than adults due to hormonal and emotional changes 
that are taking place in their bodies.  God is simply helping them work out these 
changes through dreams.  That is why parents need to understand the dream process 
and help their children understand what is going on.   
 
Teenagers can have authority and resentment dreams, where God deals with them 
about their attitude towards parents and siblings.  They may see themselves interacting 
with an authority figure (i.e., teacher, policeman, pastor, etc).  A young person in college 
may have a dream where he/she is constantly returning home.  This may mean that 
he/she has some unfinished business at home that needs to be dealt with (i.e., relation-
ship with Mom, Dad, or a sibling).   
 
Teens may also have dreams that deal with their identity or value system.  Their dreams 
may reveal fear, insecurity, lust, etc.  For example, if a teen or child sees a bully 
taunting them in a dream, God may be saying, “Don’t submit to peer pressure.”   
 
They may have dreams about sex.  While it may be about hormonal changes that are 
taking place, it could also be dealing with their identity.  For example, a girl, who is a 
tomboy, may see herself in an evening dress with makeup on.  While she would never 
see herself that way in her waking hours, God may be saying to her that she is not gay 
and all messed up like her peers say she is.   
 
If a teen has a dream about running around naked in public, it could mean they were 
unprepared for a test or didn’t do their best with something.  As with adults, being 
undressed represents being unprepared or being ashamed.  Ask them how they felt 
during the dream (i.e., fearful, angry, etc.) and about their attitude towards the person, 
etc.  Compare that with what is going on in their life prior to the dream.  Connecting 
those dots may very well bring understanding to the dream.   
 
5.  Run the dream by God!   
 
No dream is complete until you run it by God.  Joseph said in Genesis 40:8, “…Do not 
interpretations belong to God?”  No dream is complete until you seek the Lord for the 
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interpretation.  Why?  Because there are no absolutes in symbols and dreams; and 
visions can come from a number of sources.  Therefore, we must not accept everything 
as coming from God until we are sure it is.  On the other hand, we must not 
categorically reject the possibility that God can speak to us in this way.   
 
That is why we need be willing to ask ourselves honest questions in the presence of 
God before deciding on the final interpretation.  If we don’t we will get one that is 
inaccurate according to the interpretation of the carnal mind.  The reason New Agers 
don’t have a clue as to how to interpret dreams is because they leave God totally out of 
the picture.  They go to spirit guides for the interpretation.  Spirit guides are demons!  
Don’t accept any substitute deity – go directly to God.  He wouldn’t have given you the 
dream if He didn’t want you to have the interpretation. 
 
When you talk to God about a dream, you should expect God to show you directly and 
clearly if it is from Him.  George Muller was one of the great men of faith.  In the last half 
of the 19th century, he trusted God to help him feed thousands of orphans in Bristol, 
England.  His personal formula for determining God’s will was to put his mind in 
“neutral” so that he could truly say that he had no will of his own in a given matter.  He 
would then ask God boldly and directly what His will was for a given situation.  Then he 
expected to hear specifically from God.  We need to do the same thing with our dreams. 
 
6.  Disregard what you see or hear from a dream or vision if it breaks the pattern 
of God’s Word (Bible).  
 
Because of the possibility of human error, manifestations of the Spirit (dreams - Acts 
2:17) are not assigned the same authority or infallibility as the inspired Word of God.  
Therefore, ask yourself, “Does the dream conform to Biblical principles?  Would what I 
am hearing or seeing in the dream or vision lead me to violate God’s Word?”  Whether 
it’s an impression, a quiet voice in our heart, a dream, or vision, God’s Word must be 
our standard in all matters of divine guidance (2 Timothy 3:16).  Both Old and New 
Testaments are verbally inspired of God and should be our authoritative rule of faith and 
conduct (2 Timothy 3:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Peter 1:21).  
 
God is not going to tell you to do something in a dream that is forbidden in His Word.  
For example, God is not going to tell you in a dream or vision to divorce your spouse 
and marry someone else because you are unhappy.  Why?  Because it breaks the 
pattern of God’s Word (Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:28).  God is not going to tell 
someone through a dream or vision to abort an unborn child.  Why?  Because it breaks 
His commandment, “Don’t murder” (Exodus 20:13).  On the other hand, God is not 
going to tell someone to kill someone who works in an abortion clinic or who does 
abortions, because it also breaks the commandment not to murder (Exodus 20:13) and 
two wrongs don’t make a right!  Therefore, evaluate a dream in the same way you 
would evaluate a word of prophecy, with caution until you know for sure it’s from God.  
One way to do that is to compare what is being said with the pattern God outlined in 
Scripture.  
 
James 4:7-8, "Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.  8Come near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded."   
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This passage reveals three possible sources of guidance: the voice of self, the voice of 
Satan, and the voice of God.  Submit yourself to God deals with the voice of self.  Resist 
the devil deals with the enemy’s voice.  Come near to God is to prepare yourself to hear 
God’s voice.  We should ask ourselves three questions when determining who is 
speaking through the dream:  (1) does this information have its source in my flesh; (2) 
does it appear to be inspired by the enemy; or (3) do I have a clear sense that God is 
truly in it?  If you do not have peace that God is speaking to you through the dream, 
disregard it.  Cross-reference Philippians 4:7. 
 
What does “dream in faith” mean?  It means our spirit will recognize it when God is 
speaking through the dream (Jeremiah 23:25-29).  Hebrews 11:6, "And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him."  If a dream does not violate 
the Word of God, stop wondering if it’s of God and start figuring what it means and how 
you can apply what you see in the dream to your own personal life. 
 
7.  Exercise caution when sharing the dream with others. 
 
We should take the step of telling others about a dream or vision only after much 
prayer.  Dr. Mark Rutland says, “I have learned to share dreams carefully and to a 
select audience, one that is loving and heavily invested in my life.  Now I almost never 
share my dreams with those unknown to me.” Seeking wise counsel before sharing a 
dream with outsiders is also recommended.  Just make sure the counselor whom you 
go to is Spirit-filled.  By all means, do not go to an unsaved person for help with the 
interpretation of a dream or vision.  If you do, you’ll get a carnal answer.   
 
A Spirit-filled counselor or minister will not break the pattern of God’s Word when 
helping you interpret the dream.  We must avoid, at all costs, any tendency to pursue or 
adopt New Age or occult interpretations of dreams and visions.  Entire sections of 
secular bookstores are devoted to this subject.  To consult such books will open you up 
to demonic ideas.    
 
8.  Eliminate human and hot fudge sundae dreams. 
  
If you will recall, some of the human dreams we experience are simply dumping the 
day-to-day activities; events of the day we either didn’t take the time to completely work 
through or didn’t want to.  These are called human dreams.  Human dreams are 
personal mail from you to you.   
 
We can also have dreams due to eating too much or eating the wrong kinds of foods 
prior to going to sleep.  Generally, a dream caused by what you ate or dumping the day-
to-day activities is a one-time occurrence of which you need to disregard.  The dreams 
we are going to interpret are those that come from God. 
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Section VII - Why People Don’t Believe God Still Speaks Through Dreams 
 
1.  First and foremost, people are afraid of the supernatural.  
  
Many Christians believe that the supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit  
ended with the book of Acts.  Thus, they reject the manifestations of the Holy Spirit      
(1 Corinthians 12:7-11), including dreams (Acts 2:17).  What they don’t realize is that we 
are still living in the days of the book of Acts.  Acts is the only New Testament book that 
has no formal ending.  All of the other books in the New Testament have a formal 
closure, but there is a reason why there is no closure to Acts.  The book of Acts is about 
the Holy Spirit using ordinary people to do extraordinary things on behalf of the 
Kingdom.  The title of the book should be “the Acts of the Holy Spirit,” not “Acts of the 
Apostles.”  Man, not God, inserted the titles over these books when they were being 
translated into English.  The book of Acts is not about the apostles.  It is about the Holy 
Spirit empowering people to carry out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19).  Since 
we are still in the business of carrying out the Great Commission, we still need the 
supernatural.  The real reason skeptics don’t believe God speaks through dreams and 
visions today is because they are afraid of the supernatural. 
 
Read Judges 6:11-17.  Like some people today, Gideon had a two-fold problem.  First, 
he wasn’t using the faith he had.  Second, he had a low self-image.  Like Moses, 
Gideon thought God had selected the wrong person.  Through an angel, God had asked 
Gideon to lead his people against the Midianites who were oppressing and plundering 
the land.  Gideon’s response is typical of what we hear today.  Let’s put Gideon’s 
response to God’s call on his life in modern-day terms.  
 
Judges 6:12-13a:  "When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The 
LORD is with you, mighty warrior.’  13‘But sir,’ Gideon replied, ‘if the LORD is with us, 
why has all this happened to us…’”  Interpretation:  “You have to be kidding?  Why 
would God want me to lead the nation against the Midianites when He is behind what 
they are doing?”  I don’t mean to bust anyone’s legalistic bubble, but God is not behind 
the evil things that happen in this world.  Satan and his helpers are proof; during the 
Millennium of Christ, the earth will be at peace.  I would agree that the reason Satan 
moves in and takes control is that people have turned their backs on God.  This is what 
happened to Israel during Gideon’s time.  I would also agree, however, like Job, God 
sometimes tests people.  God is not behind the evil of this world (James 1:13-14).  It is 
Satan who tempts us.  But God does test us and He does so to reinforce and 
strengthen our commitment to Him.  What Gideon failed to realize is that the Israelites, 
not God, were responsible for what had happened to them.  They had turned to idol 
worship (Judges 6:1)!  
 
Judges 6:13b:  “Where are all His wonders that our fathers told us about when they 
said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’  But now the Lord has abandoned us 
and put us into the hand of Midian.”  Interpretation:  God doesn’t make house calls 
anymore – miracles stopped when our forefathers crossed over into the promise land.  
The modern-day skeptics say, “Miracles were for the apostles in the book of Acts.”  My 
response to that is “baloney!”  You put your complete trust in God and see what 
happens.  Yes, God will test your faith, but He always comes through in the end.  And, 
it’s how one crosses the finish line, not how he/she starts out! 
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Judges 6:14:  “The LORD turned to him and said, ‘Go in the strength you have and save 
Israel out of Midian's hand.  Am I not sending you?’"  Interpretation:  Little is much when 
God is with you.  This principle is depicted in Luke 17:5-6.  The apostles had asked 
Jesus to “increase” their “faith!" (verse 5).  While the apostles’ request seems like a 
reasonable request, the Lord’s reply doesn’t seem logical: “If you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'be uprooted and planted in the sea,' 
and it will obey you” (verse 6).  In other words, a lack of faith is not your problem.  Your 
problem is you aren’t using what you have.  Start using what you have and see what 
happens!  E.M. Bounds said, “Only God can move mountains; but faith and prayer 
move God.”   
 
Some of you have wonderful talents, but you aren’t using them.  Forget about what you 
don’t have and start using what you do have and walk in that anointing.  The church 
needs you!  The problem with Gideon was, he wasn’t using the strength (faith) God had 
given him.  God told him to “walk in the strength that you have” (Judges 6:14).  We can 
learn much from this.  Are we using the supernatural resources at our disposal?  Let me 
give you a few of them.  First, there is the life of Christ that illuminates your spirit when 
you believe in Him.  The Baptism of the Spirit is available, that any believer can have for 
the asking.  Then, there is the name of Jesus that, when spoken according to God’s will, 
causes demons across the universe to tremble with fear.  Are you using these 
resources that God has already made available to you?   
 
Judges 6:15:  ‘But Lord,’ "Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel?  My clan is the weakest 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’"  Interpretation:  “You sure you have the 
right guy?  Maybe you are not aware that I don’t have the right background or training 
for this job.  I’m not even churched!”  You know what God’s response to those kind of 
excuses is?  “So what?”  You don’t need religion.  All you need is Jesus, His Word, and 
His Spirit.  Anything outside of that is excessive baggage anyway!   
 
Judges 6:16-17:  “The LORD answered, ‘I will be with you, and you will strike down all 
the Midianites together.’  Gideon replied, ’If now I have found favor in Your eyes, give 
me a sign that it is really You talking to me.’"  Interpretation:  OK, the joke is over, who 
are You anyway?  God, if it is You who is telling me to do this, prove it with some 
miracle.  Matthew 12:38-39, "Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said 
to Him, ‘Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you.’ 39He answered, ‘A wicked 
and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But none will be given it except 
the sign of the prophet Jonah.’"  While God still works through signs and wonders, we 
shouldn’t need these to walk in the “known” will of God.  Jesus said you already have all 
the signs you need –  His death and resurrection. 
 
After a series of proofs on God’s part that He would be behind Gideon, Gideon still had 
doubts.  Talk about a doubting Thomas!  Gideon put out two fleeces in one final effort to 
determine if God was with him.  A fleece is a test to determine if something is God’s will.  
In the first test, Gideon put down a piece of lamb’s wool and asked God to make the 
wool wet and the ground around it dry.  God did just what he asked.  Then he asked 
God to make the ground wet and the wool dry.  Again, God did precisely what he asked.   
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Not much has changed since Gideon’s time.  Some believers are still trying to figure out 
if the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for today, instead of trying to figure out how to unwrap 
the numerous gifts the Holy Spirit imparts.  They compartmentalize God like they do 
their daily activities.  It’s OK for Him to save them, but that’s it.  For example, there is a 
church in Florida that takes out an annual newspaper ad criticizing those who speak in 
tongues.  This pastor is close to blaspheming against the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:22-29).  It 
seems to me that instead of spending valuable resources fighting fellow Christians over 
an experience he doesn’t understand, he should be using those resources to do 
something he does understand, God’s mandate to carry out the Great Commission of 
soul winning.  
 
One day, someone walked up to the famous evangelist D.L. Moody and said, “D.L. 
Moody, I don’t like the way you win souls.”  Moody replied, “Well, how do you do it?”  
The man said, “I don’t do it.”  Moody came back with, “I like the way I do it wrong better 
than the way you do it right.”   
 
It takes no anointing to be a critic.  People who criticize others and their gifting are those 
who have never unwrapped God’s gift of the supernatural for themselves.  We must not 
let some church leader, who hasn’t experienced the fullness of the Spirit, stop us from 
moving in the supernatural.   
 
The number one problem in the Church is not sexual perversion, though numerous 
believers are wrongly caught up in it.  Like Israel in the Old Testament, the number one 
sin in the church today is unbelief (Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:6).  Compare Hebrews    
3:12-19 with 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.  Because Christians have been afraid of the 
supernatural, the New Age people and psychics have invaded the area of dreams, 
visions, and prophecy.  Skeptics who say that the manifestations of the Spirit are not for 
today need to take the Bible literally and stop questioning God’s methods of speaking to 
His people.  When the anointing of the Holy Spirit comes on a vessel, it assumes the 
shape of the vessel.  If you pour water into a glass, the water manifests itself in the 
shape of the glass.  Multiply that same glass of water millions of times over and pour it 
into a river and it would run a power plant.  Whatever we decided to believe about God 
and His abilities in us shapes our thinking and drives our actions.  People, not God, limit 
the supernatural.   
 
Hebrews 13:8, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."  God has 
not changed from the day the Bible was written.  If you are called radical for believing in 
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit you are in good company.  Religious people 
accused Paul and Silas of turning the world upside down (Acts 17:6).  If we won’t let 
God move freely through our church, He’ll move on to one that will do it like He says to 
do it.  If He can’t find older people who will accept His fullness, He’ll find young people 
who will.  
 
Second Kings 4:1-6, "The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to 
Elisha, ‘Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that he revered the LORD.  
But now his creditor is coming to take my two boys as his slaves.’  2Elisha replied to her, 
‘How can I help you?  Tell me, what do you have in your house?’  ‘Your servant has 
nothing there at all,’ she said, ‘except a little oil.’  3Elisha said, ‘Go around and ask all 
your neighbors for empty jars.  Don't ask for just a few.  4Then go inside and shut the 
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door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to 
one side.’  5She left him and afterward shut the door behind her and her sons.  They 
brought the jars to her and she kept pouring.  6When all the jars were full, she said to 
her son, ‘Bring me another one.’  But he replied, ‘There is not a jar left.’  Then the oil 
stopped flowing." 
 
Oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit and His supernatural anointing.  The jars of clay are 
symbolic of you and I.  Note that as long as there were jars of clay to receive the oil 
(supernatural), it continued to flow.  Also note that this woman was a Gentile!  Speaking 
of the Gentiles, Peter said in Acts 10:38, “God does not show favoritism”.  The problem 
is not with the oil or the supernatural anointing of the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us.  The problem is that we limit what God can do in and through us.  As long as there is 
room in our lives (vessels) for more of the supernatural power of God, more will be 
given.  God loves giving gifts to His children. 
 
One reason people are afraid of the supernatural is because of “wild fire.”  “Wild fire” is 
a term given when people become off balance and get in the flesh.  I call these fleshly 
manifestations fads.  Fads come and go.  What God does remains.  We must not let 
“wild fires” (fads) keep us from receiving the real fire of the Holy Spirit.  The true fire of 
God’s Spirit will burn up the wild fire.  I’ve seen it happen many times.  Is there fire on 
your altar or is your wood wet?  That is, do you desire more of God?  If not, then you 
need to get rid of unbelief and worldly concepts, so there’s room in your heart (vessel) 
for more of God.  
 
2.  They have limited God to only one method of speaking to them. 
  
Some people believe that because we have the Bible we don’t need the manifestations 
of the Spirit.  While the Bible is a complete Book, it is not a closed book.  I will agree 
that the Bible is God’s primary method of speaking to us, but it’s not the only way! 
 
The Bible gives us God’s pattern for dealing with people.  If God didn’t want to 
commune with us in our night season, then why did He put the dream process in us?  
The dream process is not the devil’s idea, nor is it the physiologist’s idea.  It’s not even 
your idea to dream.  Dreaming is God’s idea.  He put the dream process within the 
human make-up at the creation so He could commune with us in our night season.  
Unfortunately, some people have restricted God’s ability to speak to only one method.  
  
If God only spoke through the written Word, why did He give the church the gifts of the 
Spirit?  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:6, “He made us competent as ministers of a New 
Covenant--not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”  
My son, Timothy, says, “The letter closes the Bible; the Spirit keeps it open.”   I agree!  
We need the Spirit and the Word!  The letter without the Spirit is tradition and legalism.  
With no exception, God wants to give us an anointing and use us in a great way.   
 
Not only have some people limited God’s ability to speak through dreams, they are 
locked in on only one delivery style in church.  For example, there are those who are 
addicted to the exuberant or emotional delivery style of preaching, where the preacher 
shouts and runs around the church.  Others like a quiet, monotone, slow presentation.  
The slow methodical style provides revelation.  The emotional style provides inspiration.  
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What people need to understand is that there are different methods of delivery for 
different kinds of messages.  Moses and Joshua didn’t lead the Israelites the same way.  
As a pastor, Moses had an anointing to lead the people out of a place; as a warrior, 
Joshua had an anointing to lead people into a place.  Before we criticize or reject some 
particular ministry’s style of delivery, we need to recognize which method God is using 
for that particular message and listen to what is being said.  That same principle applies 
to God speaking through a dream as well as the Bible. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:6, "Now, brothers, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what good 
will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of 
instruction?"  As you can see, God is not locked into just one style of communication.  
So, don’t get stuck with just one delivery method.  Otherwise, you will limit your ability to 
hear from God.  You were made to hear from God every day.  You were made to live on 
a prophetic piece of bread (God’s Word) every day.   
 
In the disciples prayer, Jesus said, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).  
Jesus was not just talking about physical bread.  He was telling us that the kingdom of 
God is sustained by God’s spiritual daily bread of revelation.  If we don’t get daily bread 
we will build programs instead of ministries.  There is nothing wrong with a program if 
an anointed person is leading it.  When the anointed one leaves, the program needs to 
be discontinued unless another person with that anointing takes over.  It is the anointing 
of the Spirit that makes things happen, not the individual.  Someone said to me recently, 
“There are a bunch of dumb preachers in pulpits today.”  My reply is, “You are right.  But 
you don’t have to be smart to be a minister of God’s Word.  All that you need to do is 
walk by faith in the anointing God has given you.  Draw (depend) on the anointing and 
you’ll be successful at whatever God gives you to do.  God selects a person for ministry 
based on his or her potential and anointing, not on his or her intellectual abilities or 
position in life.  Abraham is a good example.  Availability (willing heart) plus faith equals 
potential. 
 
3.  Lack of understanding of how the dream process works.  
 
The third reason people don’t believe God speaks through dreams is because they 
don’t understand how the dream process works.  We usually shy away from what we 
don’t understand.  What if I told you that I was going to give you a special gift; but, the 
only way you can understand and use the gift is to unwrap it a certain way?  Would you 
meticulously follow the instructions on how to unwrap the gift?  Of course you would.  
That same principle applies to dreams.  They have to be unwrapped (interpreted) a 
certain way to be understood.  Once you learn how the dream process works, you’ll be 
able to unwrap (interpret) your gift of dreams.   Here are some principles to help you 
understand the dream process.   
 
First, dreams cannot be understood until they are converted from the spirit realm into 
the natural realm.  The human make-up has three parts:  
 

·  The body is world-conscious, which gives us the ability to relate to the physical 
world around us. 
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·  The soul is self-conscious, which is our intellect, will, and emotion.  I call this part 
the natural mind. 

 
·  The spirit is God-conscious.  It gives us the ability to enter into a personal 

relationship with God and have communion with His Spirit. 
 
Dreams are spiritually encoded messages that must be converted from one system of 
communication to another – from the spiritual realm to the natural realm.  If you can find 
out what the symbols represent in the spirit realm (dream), you can understand the 
dream in the natural realm.   
 
The Holy Spirit is God’s agent who communicates with our spirits to give us dreams 
from God.  In John 16:12-13, Jesus said to the disciples, "I have much more to say to 
you, more than you can now bear.  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all truth.”  The Lord makes three important points in this passage.   
 
First, it would be too much at one time for us to receive all of the knowledge God wants 
to impart to us.  The human mind simply can’t handle the overload.  That is why God 
gives us deep things (revelations) little by little.  Second, the Holy Spirit is the member 
of the triune Godhead who has been assigned the task of revealing the deep things 
(revelations) of God.  While Jesus ministered to individuals (Luke 4:18-19), that was not 
His primary purpose for being on earth.  For the most part, the Lord came to tell us 
about the kingdom (Matthew 4:17) and die for our sins.  He left the job of one-on-one 
teaching and guidance to the Holy Spirit (John 16:13).  Third, when Christ was on earth, 
He could only be in one place at a time.  Although Jesus was God by nature, He did not 
use His God-like attributes while on earth.  He humbled Himself and lived as a mere 
man.  See Philippians 2:6-7.  The Holy Spirit, God’s agent on earth today, is not limited 
by these restrictions.  He can be everywhere at the same time and speak to everyone 
individually at the same time, something Jesus could not do when He was on earth.   
 
John 6:63-65, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have 
spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  64Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe.  For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and 
who would betray him.  65He went on to say, ‘This is why I told you that no one can 
come to me unless the Father has enabled him.’"   
  
This says that the enabling ability of the Father is the life of God that is imparted by the 
Holy Spirit.  Since the Holy Spirit is the life of God, no one can know God or have 
communion with Him without the Spirit’s help (Romans 8:9-10; 1 Corinthians 12:13).  
We were saved by God’s grace, by the Spirit’s regenerating power when we received 
Christ (John 1:12; Acts 2:41).  We continue to be saved and receive grace by remaining 
in union with Christ and partaking of the Word of God continually through reading, 
obeying, and absorbing its truths into our hearts (1 Timothy 4:13-16; James 1:21).  It is 
fatal to withdraw from fellowship with Christ or to depart from His Word. 
 
First Corinthians 2:13, "This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom 
but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words."  The Old 
King James Version of the Bible says, “comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”  That is 
what God does in dreams.  He gives us a comparison in our spirit so our natural mind 
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can understand what is being said.  Since it’s new to us, our natural mind needs a word 
picture to understand it.  Therefore, a dream is hidden from our natural mind until this 
symbolic language is understood!  Because our natural mind can’t understand the 
symbols in a dream, they have to be translated over into the natural realm to be 
understood.  
 
We use this method when teaching children how to talk.  How do you teach a young 
child how to say “apple?”  You hold up an apple or a picture of an apple and say 
“apple.”  They see the apple and make a connection between the word and the image.  
That’s how God talks to us in our dreams.  He uses symbols.  He gives us word pictures 
and illustrations in our dreams so He can teach us about the deep things that He has in 
store for us.   
 
Second, dreams are parables.  A parable is a fictional story that illustrates a spiritual 
truth by making the unknown known by what we already know.  Parables are symbol 
language, coupled with reason, to convey a spiritual truth. 
   

·  In John 6:35, "Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me 
will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty."  Here, 
Christ is bread.  This statement tells us that Christ is the sustenance that 
nourishes spiritual life (see verse 53).   

 
·  In John 15:5, "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 

in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."  Here Christ is 
a vine, i.e., Jesus is the spiritual vine.  Believers are the branches.  No one can 
bear spiritual fruit without being in Him.  

 
·  In Luke 13:24, "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to." Here Christ is a narrow 
door, i.e., Jesus is the only entrance to God.  If you don’t believe in Him, you 
don’t have eternal life! 

 
·  In Matthew 23:37, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 

those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a 
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing."  Christ is 
pictured as mother hen in this passage, i.e., Jesus wanted to save the people of 
Jerusalem, but they wouldn’t let Him.  

 
God uses symbols or comparisons in dreams to what we are already familiar with to 
give us an understanding of the unknown.  God used this method through the prophet 
Nathan when He was trying to get King David to realize the severity of what he had 
done by having Uriah killed and marrying his wife Bathsheba (2 Samuel 2). 
 
The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:14, "The man without the Spirit does not accept 
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned."  The meaning of the 
symbol does not come by rational thought.  God has to speak to you about the meaning 
of the symbol in your spirit before you can understand it in your natural mind.  When the 
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symbols are in the natural realm, the interpretation is in the natural realm.  In other 
words, God uses what we already know to reveal the unknown.   
 
Once you learn to translate what is being said in the spirit realm (dream) into terms that 
are understood by the natural mind, you’ll understand what’s being said.  If you can 
understand the symbols in the dream (parable), you’ll understand its meaning.  God 
uses what we already know to reveal the unknown.  If you can understand that, you’ll 
understand your dreams.   
 
The third principal of the dream process is that dreams must be examined in 
relationship to context.  Like the Bible, if you miss the context, you’ll miss the meaning.  
Context is taking into account the verses before and after a passage, as well as the 
cultural and social setting.  Failure to do this has caused some Bible teachers to 
misunderstand what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:34 in relationship to women speaking 
in church.  There are five contextual facts that must be taken into account to fully 
understand this passage.  First, the Greek word for woman is the same Greek word for 
“wife!”  Second, the chapter is dealing with having orderly church services with fewer 
disruptions (14:33).  Note I said in the church services and not in one’s private devotion.     
People were speaking in tongues without interpretation; even when there were 
interpretations, there were too many messages in tongues (14:27), too many people 
speaking out at the same time (14:31) and women (wives) were disrupting the services 
by asking questions (14:35).  Third, wives and husbands did not sit side by side as we 
do today in the eastern culture.  Men sat on one side of the aisle and women sat on the 
other.  They still do this in Vietnam.  Fourth, Paul would have contradicted himself if he 
meant that a woman could not speak in church.  He said in 1 Corinthians 14:31, "For 
you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged."  
Everyone would include women!  Verse 35 makes it clear that Paul was speaking to 
wives and not to women in general.  Fifth, if you take what Paul said literally, that means 
that a woman could not speak in church, period.  They could not speak a single word 
anywhere in the church building, including the foyer of the church, and couldn’t pray out 
loud at the altar, in the prayer room, etc.  According to the context, Paul was basically 
saying, “Wives stop disturbing the church services by asking your husbands questions 
that could be asked at home.”  
 
If a Bible teacher can miss the meaning of God’s Word by failing to take the context into 
consideration, imagine how confusing dreams would be without considering the context!  
What good are words or pictures if you don’t know what they mean?  So ask yourself, 
“What is going on in my life at the time and how does that match up with what I saw in 
my dream?” 
 
The fourth principle of the dream process is that dreams must be understood in 
relationship to purpose.  Those who don’t believe God still speaks through dreams don’t 
understand that there are different dreams for different purposes.  Many believe that if 
they don’t get a dream with some future revelation, like one of the Old Testament 
prophets, God is not speaking.  What they need to realize is that God gives us different 
kinds of dreams for different purposes.  Most of the dreams and visions recorded in the 
Old Testament had long-range prophetic implications in relationship to fulfillment of 
Scripture.  Most of our dreams are designed to correct our wrong thinking and to make 
us whole; to get us to recognize and accept the unique gifting and calling God has 
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placed on our lives.  Stop looking for a burning bush experience like Moses had, or 
angels ascending and descending in technicolor like Jacob experienced and start 
listening to what God is saying through dreams about your everyday life.  Just because 
a dream is about your job, loneliness, bitterness, anger, money, or relationships, doesn’t 
mean the dream is not from God.   
 
First Corinthians 2:6-10:  "However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him – but God has 
revealed it to us by His Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 
God.’"  How does God reveal His unseen blessing?  It is through His Spirit.  So where is 
the best place for God to put His Spirit?  Within us (John 14:17).  God has wonderful 
blessings awaiting us, but we won’t know what they are until they are revealed to our 
natural mind.  Maybe the reason He uses dreams because that is the only time we slow 
down long enough to hear Him.  So He visits us in our night season and converses with 
our spirit when our natural mind is resting and out of the way.  But what is said in the 
spirit realm must be translated into words the natural mind can understand.  That is why 
some dreams are designed to provoke a question.  If we don’t know the question, our 
natural mind won’t recognize the answer when we hear it.  Why?  It is because it’s a 
deep thing to the natural mind.  But it’s not too deep for God.  After God creates the 
question, He gives us the answer so He can be the author and finisher of our faith.  
When God gives a dream, He’s the author.  He’s the finisher when He provides the 
answer.  Those who think they have already received all the deep things of God need to 
understand that they will never receive it all until they get to heaven and walk by sight 
and not by faith.  There is always more to learn here on earth.  
 
First Corinthians 2:11-14, “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
man's spirit within him?  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who 
is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  13This is what we 
speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14The man without the Spirit does not 
accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and 
he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”   
  
As only your spirit can know what is in the deep recesses of your innermost being 
(unconscious mind), only the Holy Spirit can know the deep things God has prepared for 
you.  The Holy Spirit is God’s enabling ability, who provides us with the deep things of 
God.  Dreams are one of the means in which He does that.  This also explains why 
worldly people cannot understand the things of God.  John 3:3, “I tell you the truth, no 
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  Born again means having 
your spirit born of the Holy Spirit.  It is receiving God’s life and having one’s mind 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit.  But the natural mind still cannot understand what the 
Spirit says until what is being said is translated by your spirit into the natural realm.  The 
dream that is given in the spirit realm at night cannot be fully understood until it is 
translated into words understood by your natural mind (soul). 
 
First Corinthians 2:15-16, “The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he 
himself is not subject to any man's judgment:  16‘For who has known the mind of the 
Lord that he may instruct him?’  But we have the mind of Christ."  The moment we 
received Christ as Lord and Savior, our spirits were born again and we received the 
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“mind of Christ.”  At that moment a new way of thinking began as the Holy Spirit, the 
“mind of Christ,” started impacting our thinking through our spirit.   
 
Proverbs 20:27, "The lamp of the LORD searches the spirit of a man; it searches out his 
inmost being."  The “Lamp of the Lord” is the Holy Spirit.  When God wants to send us a 
message, He speaks it to our spirit by His Spirit.  The problem is, we can’t understand 
what the Spirit is trying to say to us until it is understood by the natural mind.  How many 
of you have ever heard someone say something and you said to yourself, “That’s 
right…I get it!”  You had already received the revelation in your spirit, but it didn’t 
register in your mind (soul) until you heard the words.   
 
The internet is an example of how the dream process works.  When someone sends us 
an email during the night it’s there waiting for us when we turn the computer on the next 
morning, even though the computer has been off all that time.  Dreams are spiritual mail 
from God’s Spirit to our spirit.  Since our spirit never sleeps and God’s Spirit never 
sleeps, God drops “spiritual mail” into our spiritual mailbox (minds) at night in the form of 
dreams.   
 
Let’s say that a member of the pastoral staff offers you a teaching position, but you turn 
it down because you are afraid of standing up in front of people.  That night, in a dream, 
you see yourself standing up in front of people.  What God is saying through the dream 
is that He has anointed you for that ministry.  So go for it!  The anointing is too deep for 
your natural mind to comprehend, but it’s not for God or your spirit.  The Holy Spirit, 
God’s Lamp (Proverbs 20:27), connects and lights up our lamp, our spirit, in our night 
season and gives us revelations.   
 
There is no more direct communication from heaven than a God dream or a God vision.  
Dreams can reveal the deep things of God, things that are too deep for the natural mind 
to comprehend.  But they are not too deep for our spirits to understand.  They simply 
have to be interpreted or converted so the natural mind can understand them.   
 

Conclusion 
 
Prophecies, dreams, and visions initiate things.  That is why they are called 
manifestations of the Spirit.  The question is not do we dream, the question is what do 
our dreams mean and are they from Satan, self, or God?  We were created to hear from 
God through dreams.  The real issue is do we believe that God still speaks to people 
through dreams?   
 
Numbers 12:7-8, "But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. 
8With him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the 
LORD...”  
 
The Old King James Version of the Bible uses the phrase “dark speeches” in verse 8.  It 
means a riddle, to tie a knot, a puzzle, a proverb, etc.  Why does God speak through a 
dream, using symbols, riddles, images and puzzles?  For the same reason He didn’t 
speak face-to-face with the first generation of Israelites, we aren’t ready to hear the truth 
about ourselves.  God uses puzzles, symbols, riddles, and images in dreams so we will 
seek Him for the answer. 
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Since God’s kingdom operates by petition, the way to get an interpretation to a dream is 
by petition; by asking Him.  The Lord said in Matthew 7:7, to “seek, ask, and knock.”  
Everything God does, He does by question.  Let me give you an illustration of how this 
fits in with dreams.  What would your response be if I said “10?”  You would probably 
respond with, “What does that mean” or you would not respond at all.  Why?  It is 
because I gave you an answer without connecting it to a question.  But suppose I said, 
“What is five plus five?” Your response would be “10.”  The answer is now connected to 
a question.  
 
The reason God gives you a dream is to cause you to ask a question so you can 
recognize the answer when He gives it to you.  If He gave you an answer without the 
question, you wouldn’t know what to do with it.  Until the answer is connected to a 
question, it won’t make sense.  God gives you a dream so you can ask Him what it 
means, so you can turn around and say, “That’s the deep thing God has planned for 
me…that’s what God had on His mind when I was in my difficulty…that’s what is going 
to bring my prosperity back…bring my relationship back…bring my ministry back…that’s 
the deep thing God is trying to give me.”   
  
Dreams are the envelopes of heaven that are opened in our night season.  Open your 
spirit up to hearing from God in your night season and you’ll receive a God dream.  
Psalm 16:7 is a good passage to go to bed with each night:  "I will praise the LORD, 
who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me."  The Living Bible: “I will bless 
the Lord who counsels me.  He gives me wisdom in the night.  He tells me what to do.”   
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Questionnaire 

Unwrapping Your Gift of Night Dreams 
 
 

Instructions 
 
In pursuing a course of this nature, much Scripture must be read.  It is recommended 
that you read the assigned Scripture before reading the explanatory material in the 
study course.  Certainly, the student hardly needs the exhortation to read prayerfully.  
The Bible is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written.  That is because 
the Holy Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).   
 
It is also recommended that you read through an entire section before answering the 
questions provided in the workbook.  The value of reading with continuity is that we 
discern the central line of thought, the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the 
understanding of others related to it.   
 
Following each section, questions have been prepared to help you grasp the “meat” of 
the study.  It is important that you completely read through each section before 
answering the questions.   
 
If you need help understanding the material or have a question, please contact your 
Course Advisor at TEMO@nicevilleag.com.   
 

Section I - Purpose 
 
1.  What is the purpose of this course?   
 

a. Provide a Biblical perspective of the dream process. 
b. Help the reader believe in the supernatural for his/her own personal life. 
c. Help the reader to learn to interpret his/her own dreams. 
d. Convince the reader to accept the interpretation of his/her dreams when God 

gives them. 
e. All of the above. 

 
2.  When we refuse to listen to God’s wisdom and guidance during our waking hours, 
He will speak to our spirit through dreams when our natural person (ego) is not able to 
deny or block out the truth.  

___ True ___ False 
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Section II - Definition 
 
1.  What is the difference between a dream and a vision?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Visions seem to deal more with prophetic revelations or divine directions than 
dreams do.  
___ True  ___ False 
 
 

Section III - Examples 
 
1.  The Word of God presents numerous examples of how God spoke to covenant 
people and heathens alike through dreams and visions. 
___ True ___ False 
 
2.  In Genesis 15, God confirmed His covenant with Abraham through…  
 

a. A whirlwind. 
b. An angel. 
c. A vision. 
d. A prophet. 

 
3.  In Genesis 20:6-18, God warned a Gentile king by the name of Abimelech not to 
take Sarah as his wife and not to harm Abraham for lying.  
___ True  ___ False 
 
 
4.  In Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob saw angels going and coming from God’s throne in a…  
 

a. Dream. 
b. Vision. 
c. While he was walking along. 
d. Valley. 

 
5.  In Genesis 37:5-17, Joseph had a dream about how his family would one-day bow 
before him.  This dream not only impacted his family, it impacted the entire known 
world.  
___ True ___ False 
 
6.  In 2 Samuel 7:1-17, the prophet Nathan was divinely directed by God in a dream.  
___ True ___ False 
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7.  In 1 Kings 3:5-15, God said to Solomon after he became king, “Ask for whatever you 
want Me to give you.”  The dialogue between God and Solomon took place in a…  
 

a. Vision. 
b. Through a prophet. 
c. Through the high priest. 
d. In a dream. 

 
8.  In the book of Daniel, God gave king Nebuchadnezzar a dream about the future.  
Daniel himself received a series of visions and dreams concerning the end time, which 
is still used today to understand the book of Revelation (see chapters 7-12).   
___ True ___ False 
 
9.  In Matthew 2:12, the Magi (wise men) who came to worship baby Jesus were told in 
a ____________ not to let Herod know where the Christ child was located. 
 
10.  In Matthew 2:13: God told Joseph in a dream to stay in Egypt until after Herod died.  
___ True ___ False 
 
11.  In Acts 10, God spoke to a Gentile by the name of Cornelius to send for the apostle 
Peter.  He was even told the specific house where Peter was staying (Acts 10:1-8).  
This took place in a… 
 

a. Vision. 
b. Dream. 
c. In person. 
d. None of the above. 

 
12.  In Acts 16:6-10, Paul was given directions from God in a…  
 

 a.  Dream. 
 b.  Vision. 
 c.  Through the visitation of an angel. 
 d.  Through Peter. 

 
13.  While it is true God’s primary revelation and guidance for believers in Christ comes 
through Scripture (John 15:7; 1 Timothy 4:6; James 1:21) and the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:1-17; Galatians 5:16-25), it does not mean God has stopped speaking 
to people through dreams and visions.   
___ True ___False 
 

Section IV - Types of Dreams 
 
1.  There are three kinds (types) of dreams.  What are they?   
 

a. Bad, worse, and terrible. 
b. Good, better, and best. 
c.  Human dreams, demonic dreams, and God dreams.  
d. Night dreams, day dreams, and bad dreams. 
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2.  Some human dreams are simply a concoction of day-to-day activities – events of the 
day we either didn’t take the time to completely work through or didn’t want to; things we 
didn’t take the time to process.  
___ True ___ False 
 
3.  Demonic dreams are where evil or unclean spirits try to invade a person’s sleep 
time.  Since Satan is a spirit he can attack your spirit.  
___ True __ False 
 
4.  Quoting Joel 2:28, Peter made it clear in Acts 2:17 that visions and dreams will be 
normal manifestations in the last days.  
___True  ___ False.  
 
5.  Since we are still living in the last days and the gift of the Holy Spirit has already 
been given, we should expect to experience dreams just as we would any of these other 
manifestations of the Spirit!  
___ True ___ False 
 

Section V - Objective vs. Subjective Dreams 
 
(Objective dreams) 
 
1.  An objective dream falls in the same category as a ________________. 
 
2.  An objective dream involves others, a situation, circumstance, the future, etc.  It 
shows us something external  
___True ___ False 
 
3.  Objective dreams can… 
 

a. Only be given to men. 
b. Can give direction, bring conformation, help solve problems, etc.   
c. Cannot be interpreted. 
d. Can only come from angels. 

 
4.  Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1) and Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:1) were two prophets whose lives were 
changed forever after seeing… 
 

a. Visions of God’s majesty and awesome might. 
b. God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 
c. A lighting bolt from heaven struck them 
d. Hearing the still quiet voice of God 

 
5.  Acts 18:9-10, "One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a_____________: ‘Do not be 
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.  10For I am with you, and no one is going to 
attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.’”   
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6.  One of the purposes of an objective dream is to give us direction and encourage 
(see Acts 27:22-25).  
___ True ___ False 
 
7.  In Acts 16:10, the apostle Paul received a vision that changed the direction he and 
his missionary team were to take.  This vision changed the course of the gospel.  If Paul 
had not had this vision, the people from India and China might very well be sharing the 
gospel with us.  
___ True  ___ False 
 
(Subjective Dreams) 
 
8.  While objective dreams show you something external, subjective dreams show you 
something internal. 
___ True ___ False 
 
9.  Which is correct concerning subjective dreams?  
 

a. They show us where we do not measure up to the image of God. 
b. They show us areas we could improve on. 
c. They are designed to help us get rid of the spiritual dust that collects on our soul 

while we are living in Babylon (the world). 
d. Subjective dreams restore (refresh) the soul. 
e. All of the above. 

 
Section VI - Principles for Interpreting Dreams 

 
1.  Which is correct concerning dreams?  
 

a. All dreams are mysteries until they are correctly interpreted. 
b. God always walks through the doorway of faith and understanding.   
c. The more you understand your dreams, the more God will speak to you through 

this means. 
d. All of above 
e. None of above 

 
2.  One of the things you need to ask yourself is, “How does the dream fit in with what is 
going on in my life right now or my personal history?”   
___ True ___ False 
 
3.  Which is correct?   
 

a. A dream is a parable where God reveals the unknown known by what you 
already know. 

b. If you can understand the symbols in a dream you can understand the dream. 
c. No dream is complete until you run it by God. 
d. Disregard what you see or hear from a dream or vision if it breaks the pattern of 

God’s Word (Bible).  
e. All of the above 
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4.  We should not tell others about a dream or vision only after much prayer.  
___ True ___ False 
 

 
Section VII – Reasons Why People Don’t Believe God Still Speaks  

Through Dreams and Visions. 
 
1.  What are some reason “some” believers don’t believe God still speaks through 
dreams and visions?   
 

a. They are afraid of the supernatural.  
b. They have limited God to only one method of speaking to them. 
c. They don’t understand how the dream process works.   
d. They are afraid of manifestations of the Spirit. 
e. All of the above. 

 
2.  Dreams are the envelopes of heaven that are opened in our night season. 
___ True ___ False 
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Answer Sheet  
 
 
 

Unwrapping Your Gift of Night Dreams 
(Niceville Assembly of God, Niceville, Florida) 

 
 

Section I - Purpose 
 
1.  e 
2.  T 

Section II - Definition 
 
1.  Answer:  A dream occurs while a person is in an unconscious, sleeping state.  A 
vision occurs during a conscious state.   
2.  T 

Section III - Examples 
 
1.  T 
2.  c 
3.  T 
4.  a 
5.  T  
6.   T 
7.  a  
8.  T 
9.  In Matthew 2:12:  The Magi (wise men) who came to worship baby Jesus were told 
in a dream not to let Herod know where the Christ child was located. 
10.  T  
11.  a  
12.  b   
13.  T  
 

Section IV - Types of Dreams 
 
1.  c  
2.  T  
3.  T 
4.  T  
5.  T  
 

STOP! 
Complete 

questionnaire 
prior to 

checking 
answers. 
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Section V - Objective vs. Subjective Dreams 
 
1.  An objective dream falls in the same category as a vision. 
2.  T  
3.  b 
4.  a  
5.  Acts 18:9-10, "One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision:  ‘Do not be afraid; keep 
on speaking, do not be silent.  10For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 
harm you, because I have many people in this city.’”   
 
 
6.  T  
7.  T  
8.  T  
9.  e 

  
Section VI - Principles for Interpreting Dreams 

 
1.  d 
2.  T  
3.  e 
4.  T  
 

Section VII - Reasons Why People Don’t Believe God 
Still Speaks Through Dreams and Visions 

 
1.  e 
2.  T  
 
 


