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Spiritual Warfare Part 2:
Dealing with the Demonic *

Course Syllabus
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Description

1. Discusses Satan’s origin, character and weapons

2. Provides insight into the demonic

Origin of demons

Characteristics of demons

Symptoms of demon control and/or possession
Whether a Christian can be demon possessed or not

apop

3. Provides needed insight into kingdom authority
a. Difference between power and authority
b. Purpose for kingdom authority
c. The badge of authority
d. Where the battle for authority is fought

4. Discusses the children’s bread and/or daily bread referred to in the Bible
5. Presents the steps for driving out demons
Objective(s) The course objective is to provide the reader with insight into the

demonic, something that is rarely given in churches today. This course is a must for
ministers, altar workers, those involved in deliverance ministry, etc.



Spiritual Warfare Part 1.
Pulling Down Strongholds of the Enemy
(Niceville Assembly of God, Niceville, Florida)

(Boyce A. Teas)

Preface

This is Part 1l of a two part study on spiritual warfare. Except otherwise noted, all
scripture is taken from the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible. Provided you
do not sell or alter, you are permitted and encouraged to make copies of this study.

Introduction

We dealt with the believer’s internal struggle with Satan’s schemes, temptations and
strongholds in Part . Here in Part Il we are going to deal with the demonic. There is no
other ministry that has been as neglected by pastors as deliverance for the demonic;
nor has there been more abuse of those who believe in it. Some are so enamored by
their Christ-given authority they emphasize casting out demons to the neglect of the
central message of forgiveness through the atonement of Jesus Christ. Others are so
frightened by this part of Christ’'s commission they neglect bringing relief to the suffering
and possessed. This study will provide a needed wholesome balance between these
two extremes.



SECTION 1 — UNDERSTANDING THE ENEMY

In eternity past, there was no evil, no opposing force, only God (Genesis 1:1). Then
Lucifer, God’s worship leader and one of His chief angels, decided he’'d take God’s
place (Ezekiel 28:14-15; Isaiah 14:12-17). Because of his haughtiness and desire to be
worshipped and to steal God’s glory, Lucifer was expelled from God'’s presence (Ezekiel
28:11-17; Luke 10:18), became the devil and entered into a state of darkness. Every
skill the Creator had placed so intricately in His worship leader now became perverted.
Satan’s wisdom was changed to treachery. His brilliance was now craftiness. From
that moment on he would plumb the depths of wickedness. Once the example of
holiness, he became the personification of evil. He managed to get a third of the angels
to join him in the rebellion, causing two kingdoms to emerge: God’s kingdom (kingdom
of light) and Satan’s kingdom (kingdom of darkness). Some believe there are three
kingdoms--man’s, God’s and Satan’s. In reality, however, there are only two kingdoms-
-God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom. This dualism created a state of cosmic-earthly
conflict or spiritual warfare.

Personal Devil

Knowing he cannot defeat God, Satan does the next best thing: using demons, he tries
to defeat believers in Christ (John 10:10; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5).
Unfortunately, many no longer believe in a personal Satan. He is, therefore, seldom
mentioned, exposed or confronted directly in or by most mainline denominations. The
devil doesn’t want us to believe he is the real enemy who takes people captive. He
wants us to believe that we no longer need to drive out evil spirits as Jesus and the
early New Testament believers did. However, Christ firmly believed in Satan and the
realm of evil spirits (Matthew 13:39; Mark 3:14-15; 4:15; Luke 4:1-13, 33-41, as did Paul
(Ephesians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 2:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:9).

Read Job 1:6-12. There can be little doubt here that we are dealing with two very real
personalities: God and Satan. They speak, they challenge, they question, they move.
These are not nonentities. They are persons. Other passages of the Bible regarding
Satan prove the same point: Zechariah 3:2; Matthew 4:10; John 8:44; Jude 9;
Revelation 12:7-10. Satan is not some mystic non-personal being. He is very real, with
a beginning and an ending.

Referring to Satan, the prophet Isaiah said, “How you have fallen from heaven, O
morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth...” (Isaiah 14:12).
Jesus confirmed this fact when He said, “| saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven”
(Luke 10:18). The existence of Satan is taught firmly and clearly in seven books of the
Old Testament and in every single book in the New Testament. By referring to him by
the use of personal nouns and pronouns, the Bible makes it abundantly clear Satan is a
real person or being. Only a person with an ostrich (head-in-the-sand) mentality would
deny the reality of this creature.



Satan’s Character

Victory begins with knowing your enemy. Satan’s character is best described by the
names given him in the Bible. Here are 11 of them:

Satan (Revelation 20:2): In the Hebrew, the name means “adversary, an archenemy of
good”.' In the Greek, the name means “accuser.” The name “accuser” or “enemy” is
used over 50 times in Scripture (Revelation 12:10; 20:2; Job 1:6-7; 1 Kings 22:19-22; 1
Thessalonians 2:18; Jude 9). Satan falsely accuses God to believers and believers to
God in an effort to divide. He also controls the underworld, promoting evil, cruelty and
injustice throughout the universe. The name Satan first appearances in 1 Chronicles
21:1 where it states, “Satan moved David to number Israel.” His purpose was to get
King David to sin so God would bring down righteous judgment upon the Israelites. The
same incident is referred to in 2 Samuel 24:1. At first glance it appears as if God is
tempting David to sin. God cannot do that (James 1:13). The confusion is in how Old
Testament writers described events. They often described God as doing what He
merely permitted. This was the case when David numbered Israel. God simply allowed
Satan to influence David to do what was already in David’s heart to do (cross-reference
James 1:14). Satan’s motive for doing what he does is to get us to disobey God’s Word
because he knows that will bring shame and dishonor to our heavenly Father (Job 1:9-
10). He also does it in order to bring down God’s righteous judgment against believers
(1 Corinthians 5:5; Job 1:9). By getting David to disobey God by numbering Israel, he
indirectly caused God'’s righteous judgment to fall upon God’s own people (1 Chronicles
21:7). Some may be thinking, “What'’s the big deal over David numbering his army?”
First, David did not have God'’s authority to do so. More importantly, David had the
wrong motive for doing so. There are those who believe because David was up in age
and about to turn the kingdom over to his son Solomon, he wanted to make sure there
would be sufficient military might to hold off an enemy attack. Then there are those who
believe David was acting out of pride (i.e., “Look where I've led the nation. The
kingdom has never been in better shape, etc.”). In either case, David had forgotten that
the battle is the Lord’s and the strength of the nation was not in numbers but in God
who went into battle with them (1 Samuel 17:47). Like Eve before him, David had no
idea of the origin of the thoughts which suddenly appeared in his mind. Against the
advice of his military commander (1 Chronicles 21:2-4) and his own conscience (1
Chronicles 21:8), David followed through on his plan to number his army. Why? It
seemed so logical and right to find out how many fighting men he had. What does this
tell us about sin? It usually has a dual source: Satan and self. If the seed that is
planted in our natural mind by the enemy is paired with unholy desires within our inner
self, the result is wrong choice. Wrong choice usually brings about sin; sin always
brings about a negative consequence (Romans 6:23; Galatians 6:7; Acts 5:1-10).

Ancient serpent (Revelation 20:2): This name represents the enemy’s activity as
deceiver (Revelation 12:9). Itis Satan’s goal to get us to sin by whatever means at his
disposal. More will be said on Satan’s activity as deceiver when we get to his weapons.




Dragon (Revelation 20:2): The name dragon speaks of Satan’s intentions of bringing
about death and destruction on the planet (John 10:10; Revelation 9:9).

Devil (Revelation 20:2): The name devil comes from the Greek word diabolos, which
means “slanderer.” Slandering has been one of the evil one’s persistent activities
throughout history (Revelation 20:2). The book of Job clearly exposes the slanderer’s
handiwork (Job 1:6-7). The devil reacted to God’s claim that Job was a godly man by
guestioning Job’s motives for serving God. He accused Job of worshipping God only
because it profited him, implying that Job’s love for God was not genuine (Job 1:9-10).
He maintained that Job would curse God to His face if God were to stop giving Job
protection, wealth, health and happiness (Job 1:9-11). Satan also accused God of
bribery, of blessing Job in order to receive Job’s devotion (Job 1:10-11). The devil's
assertion to God was if you stop giving Job protection, wealth, health and happiness,
“he will curse you to your face” (Job 1:11). Job proved the slanderer wrong and
vindicated God’s faith in him.

Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24): This hideous name means “lord of dung,” a perfect
description for this creature of filth.

Belial (or Beliar) (2 Corinthians 6:15): This name carries the meaning of
“worthlessness.”

Wicked one (or evil one) (1 John 2:13-14): What an apt description for the ruler of the
darkness. Everything about Satan is despicable, evil, cruel, and tyrannical.

Tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5): This is not only one of Satan’s names,
but it is also one of his activities. The tempter makes sinning attractive so we will ignore
God’s warning that the “wages of sin is death” (Romans 3:23).

Ruler of the kingdom of the air, or as the Old King James calls him, prince of the power
of the air (Ephesians 2:2): This name tells us Satan does not work alone (1 Corinthians
2:6, 8; Ephesians 6:12).

And, finally, Satan is the prince of this world (John 12:31). This title speaks of Satan
holding power over much of the activity of this present age. This title also speaks of
Satan using the things of the world against Christ and His followers. Cross-reference 2
Corinthians 4:4; John 14:30; 16:11; Ephesians 2:2; 1 John 5:19. “Friendship with the
world is hatred toward God” (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-16).

The Conflict

Paul states, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). The “powers of this dark age”
are the spiritual forces of evil under the leadership of Satan (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2
Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 5:19) who energize the ungodly (Ephesians 2:2), oppose God’s



will (Genesis 3:1-7; Deuteronomy 10:12-13; Matthew 13:38-39) and frequently attack
the believers (1 Peter 5:8). Satan and demon spirits are also the very instruments
causing the sorrow, sickness, trouble, heartache and agony which plague the world.
Proof of this is found in the fact there will be peace, good health and prosperity
throughout the earth when Satan is bound in the Abyss during Christ’s thousand-year
reign over the earth (Revelation 20:1-23; Isaiah 9:3; 35:5-10; 51:3; 60:22; 65:20;
Jeremiah 30:18-19).

That which motivates Satan is absolute hatred for God. Why is that? Because God
denied him infinite power and kicked him out of heaven. Satan also hates humanity for
being God'’s choice creation. He despises Jesus for usurping what he considered his
rightful position as owner of the planet. But Revelation chapters 4 and 5 make it clear
Satan is the real usurper and Jesus is the true ruler over God’s creation. As we follow
what goes on around the throne and what emanates from it, it becomes evident God the
Father is presiding over conflicting claims of ownership of the inheritance He gave
Adam at the beginning of creation (Revelation 11:15). After man sinned in the Garden,
the usurper, Satan, without legal authority, stepped in and claimed man’s inheritance
and seized control of the world by force. Revelation 4 and 5 tell us a day is coming
when God will pour out judgment to rid the earth of the dynasties of wickedness, to cast
out the ruler of darkness, to restore planet earth to the fertility and peace that existed in
the beginning of time, and to establish His eternal kingdom of righteousness on earth as
it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). God cannot act, however, until full legal ownership of the
world and its kingdoms has been established. Revelation 4 introduces the Judge (God
the Father) and gives us a description of the courtroom (throne room) and its
surroundings. Revelation 5 describes the actual judicial proceeding. After it has been
determined Christ is the rightful owner of Adam’s (humanity’s) inheritance (chapter 5),
God proceeds to take possession. That's when the Tribulation period begins.

What does Satan’s future hold? He will be placed in the Abyss following Christ’s
physical return to the earth where he will remain during Christ’s thousand-year reign
over the earth. He will be released temporarily at the end of the thousand years, go out
and tempt lost humanity to try to defeat Christ and take over the world. Everyone who
joins the tempter in the revolt will be killed, stand before the Great White Throne
Judgment, and placed in the lake of fire along with Satan and the antichrist for all of
eternity (Revelation 20:1-2, 7-10, 11-15).

In the meantime, Satan remains the ruler or “prince of this world” (John 14:30; 16:11; 2
Corinthians 4:4). Since he has been on “both sides of the tracks,” Satan is able to make
evil look good and good look evil. And within the set bounds God has allowed him for a
time, Satan can do anything with this world he chooses. Using demons and human
sources, Satan tries to defeat believers in Christ (John 10:10; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1
Thessalonians 3:5). And he has a vast and growing organization of disciples pledged to
serving him. The out-and-out Satanists, the New Age folk, the reincarnationists, the
eastern gurus, the astrologers, the mediums, the astral projectors, the clairvoyants, the
mind-controllers are all foot soldiers under the leadership of ranking demons and the
master of them all---Satan.



There will come that grand moment, of course, when God steps in and says enough is
enough and sends His Son to take over. Ultimately, Christ will rule and reign, not
Satan. But for now God has allowed this creature of the darkness freedom to cause
havoc on planet earth. Those who do not submit themselves to Jesus Christ remain
under his control. He blinds their eyes to the truth of the gospel in order they might not
be saved. The solution to this fatal situation is to bind his activity through intercession,
to confront demons, to set the example for non-believers and to preach the gospel in
the power of the Spirit (Acts 1:8) so people will have an opportunity to hear about Jesus
and choose to believe or disbelieve (2 Corinthians 4:5-6; Matthew 4:10).

Satan’s Weapons

Not only is the enemy of our soul evil through and through with intentions of destroying
Christians, but he also has an arsenal of weapons at his disposal to use against
believers in Christ. Here are four of his most effective:

Deception: Deception is Satan’s modus operandi (Genesis 3:4-5; Ephesians 6:11; 2
Thessalonians 2:9-10; Revelation 12:9). It is impossible for him to tell the whole truth.
He may tell partial truth in order to deceive, but he will never tell the whole truth (John
8:44). Deception is how Satan caused the fall of man. In the beginning, God placed
various kinds of fruit trees in the Garden of Eden from which Adam and Eve could eat.
In the middle, God placed two trees that would impact humanity’s future: the tree of
knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life (Genesis 2:9). The tree of life
represented experiencing the life of God and immortality. It also represented God’s
Son, Jesus, the giver of eternal life (Genesis 3:22). The tree of knowledge of good and
evil represented human autonomy, that is, self-rule and independence from God. It also
represented Satan, the source of sin and death (Genesis 2:17). How Adam and his
offspring would live depended entirely upon how he dealt with these two trees. If he
partook of the tree of knowledge, he and all of humanity would die. If he partook of the
tree of life, he and all of humanity would have eternal life. The choice was his---not
God’s or Satan’s! Man was a free moral agent; otherwise he wouldn’t have been given
a choice to partake of the two trees. If innocent man (Adam) chose the tree of life over
the tree of knowledge, he would take God into himself, mingling the two together as
one. With God as his life, man could have been the full expression of God throughout
the universe and never have been able to sin. Another possibility, however, was that
man would be persuaded or seduced into partaking of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil, taking sin and Satan (death) into him. A detailed study of Genesis 3 tells us
Satan seduced Adam into partaking of the tree of knowledge through his wife.
Becoming aware of what the devil did to our first parents and how he did it will serve to
forewarn and arm us for the spiritual battle we all face here and now.

Read Genesis 3:1-7. The first thing you should notice is that Satan cloaked his true
identity (Genesis 3:1). Let me correct two typical misunderstandings. In the first place,
no apple is mentioned. Secondly, the serpent, if there was one, was no loathsome,
crawling snake but an upright creature with reasoning faculties and power of speech. It



was only after the curse that God declared the serpent would crawl on his stomach
(Genesis 3:14). There are those who believe this animal was created with the power of
speech. Then there are those who raise the possibility that the animal was not created
with the ability to speak but was enabled to do so on this one occasion. If so, this was
the first direct intervention by God into the normal course of His creation. There is a
biblical record for this possibility: Balaam’s donkey spoke (Numbers 22:28). Also Jesus
tells us that God will make stones to speak His glory if people refuse to do so (Luke
19:40). Based on the assumption this was a real animal, it was no eloquent creature by
nature (“wild animals,” Genesis 3:1). However, when Satan by divine permission
procured it for his use, it became an instrument of destruction, uttering words by its
tongue which God permitted. Whether what the animal spoke was audible, verbal
communication or the implanting of thoughts into Eve’s mind is also a question for which
there is no answer.

Still, there is another possibility. Since the curse of God upon the serpent is a
description of the debasement and humiliation of Satan (Revelation 12:9; Proverbs
20:17), itis a good possibility that Satan himself appeared to Eve disguised as a living
creature, one of God’s highest celestial beings. This assumption is based on two
Hebrew words used in Genesis 3:1: The first one is nachash, translated “serpent,”
meaning “shining one.” The second one is chay, translated “wild animal,” which means
“living creature,” corresponding to the Greek word zoon (Revelation 4:6). Living
creatures are the highest-ranking class of celestial beings, above archangels. Acting in
perfect harmony with the character of God’s government for the accomplishment of His
purposes, there are two types of living creatures, cherubim and seraphim (Ezekiel 1:4-
14; 10:1-3; 10:20; Psalms 18:10; Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 1:16). It was a cherubim
with a flaming sword that guarded the entrance to the Garden of Eden after Adam and
Eve were evicted, a fact teaching that sin and the paradise of God are incompatible
(Genesis 3:24). Seraphim appear in the Bible in connection with the holiness and glory
of God (Isaiah 2:2; 6:2). Their designation means “the burning ones,” signifying they
reflect God’s glory and purity." In Isaiah 6, seraphim are seen hovering above and on
both sides of God on His throne. It is possible that Satan is a fallen seraphim and here
in Genesis 3 is appearing to Eve in his previous form, as an angel of light (cross-
reference 2 Corinthians 11:14). It is immaterial whether Satan appeared to Eve in the
body of an actual animal or disguised himself as one of God’s angels. The story
remains exactly the same. Genesis 3 is both historical and a pictorial account of the fall
of humanity. It actually happened the way it is recorded. There really was an historical
Adam and Eve.

Read Genesis 3:1-7. Notice that Satan starts out by speaking to Eve, not Adam
(Genesis 3:1). That is because Eve had not heard directly from God; Adam had. More
importantly, Adam, not Eve, represented the human race to God, being the first human
created. When he fell, the human race fell (Romans 5; 1 Corinthians 15). It is important
we get a clear view of the three parties involved: Christ, the source of life, standing on
one side, as represented by the tree of life; Satan, the source of sin and death, standing
on the other side, as represented by the tree of knowledge; and man, standing in the
middle. You say, “What about Eve?” Eve was simply used by Satan to seduce Adam.

10



Clearly, the choice was Adam’s and his alone. God warned Adam not to partake of the
tree of knowledge (Satan) or he would die (Genesis 2:16-17). Adam’s choice was more
than simply choosing good or evil but of receiving God as life or Satan as death. Even
after being warned by the Creator not to, Adam went ahead and partook of the tree of
knowledge, choosing death (Satan) over eternal life (Christ). Instantly, the entire
creation fell into a depraved state (Romans 8:20-22; Genesis 3:17-19). Eve’s first
mistake was to allow Satan to engage her in a two-way conversation, on his terms.
Satan began by taking God’s word out of context: “Did God really say, ‘"You must not
eat from any tree in the garden?”” (Genesis 3:1) First of all God did not say that. He
said they could eat of every tree but one (Genesis 2:17). Satan caused Eve to take
what God had said out of context: “You must not touch it, or you will die” (Genesis 3:3).
God never said they couldn’t touch it. He said they could not eat from it (Genesis 2:16-
17). Satan’s purpose was to get Eve to disbelieve what God had said about partaking
of the forbidden fruit. Next, Satan subtly attacked God'’s integrity, motive and
truthfulness, accusing the Creator of not being completely honest because He was
withholding a good thing from them (self-rule): “You will not surely die. For God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). This is a form of antinomianism, denying the judgment of
death for sin and apostasy. The human race is bound to God by faith in His word as
absolute truth (Genesis 2:16; 1 Timothy 3:15-16). What did it mean “to be like
God...knowing good and evil?” It was more than a condition of higher intelligence but
rather a state of perfect independence from God. It meant they would decide what was
good and what was evil without divine direction. This kind of thinking leads to
condemnation and spiritual death (Romans 1:25-32).

In addition to attacking God’s integrity, motive and truthfulness, Satan attacked God’s
goodness. The devil basically said to Eve, “God is not really good to you,

is He, since He is denying you all the delicacies of the garden? How can He be a good
God and treat you this way?” We have all heard that voice in our minds! “How can God
be good and allow you to suffer as you do? How can He be good and let you lose your
job without any means of feeding your family? How can God be good and allow your
child, wife, husband, loved one to die of cancer? How can God be good and...?” Eve
made a serious error in allowing that line of thinking to continue. She could not stop it
from beginning but she could and should have stopped it from progressing. It is the
same error we often make under similar demonic attacks. We must shut Satan down by
rejecting his accusations within our minds against God with the sword of the Spirit, the
Bible, and as Jesus says, “It is written...get Satan” (Matthew 4). Unfortunately, Eve
believed the deceiver and partook of the forbidden fruit. More importantly, so did Adam
“who was with her” (Genesis 3:6). Adam’s disobedience brought about three kinds of
deaths to the human race: moral, spiritual, and physical. Moral and spiritual death
came immediately (Genesis 2:17); physical death later (Genesis 5:5). One of the basic
sins of humankind is unbelief in God’s word, believing that somehow God does not
really mean what He says about salvation, righteousness, sin, judgment and death.
Satan’s most persistent lie is that unrepentant, deliberate sin and rebellion against
God’s will not necessarily bring separation from God and eternal condemnation (see 1
Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21; 1 John 2:4). The good news is that Jesus came to take
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care of all three of these deaths. While until Jesus comes we all have to die physically,
we do not have to die spiritually. As death came through one man (Adam), life
(resurrection) came through one Man, Jesus (Romans 5:17-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22,
49), the Second Adam or “Second Man” (1 Corinthians 15:47).

The moral of Eve’s story is that it is always dangerous to engage in a two-way dialogue
with the Devil, on his terms. To all of his doubts, lies, and schemes our response to
Satan must be that of Jesus in Matthew 4:10: “Away from me, Satan. For it is written:
Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” The moral of Adam’s story is that he
should have stepped up and protected his wife from Satan’s lies. Instead he stood
there and gullibly believed everything that was said. Adam’s real downfall was his
failure to realize that it was God’s plan for Adam and Eve to partake of the tree of life, to
receive God's eternal life and to produce a race of people that would serve and glorify
God. The plan would have worked had Satan not pre-empted it. Considering the
extended life span of humanity following the Creation, Satan knew he had to do
something before the first child was born. The first five chapters of Genesis reveal just
how rapidly this planet would have been brought under divine dominion had Adam
partaken of the tree of life rather than the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Instead in
just seven generations wickedness filled the earth (Genesis 6:5)! Adam and Eve made
a vain attempt to cover themselves with their own efforts by sewing together fig leaves
(Genesis 3:7), but it was not enough to keep God from seeing them as they really were,
naked and sinful.

Here was a holy God who could have nothing to do with sin and here was humankind
which was sinful and no longer holy. Of course God knew Adam would disobey and
partake of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and plunge the human race into a
state of sin. The proof is that before Creation God planned to send His Son to atone for
Adam'’s sin (Ephesians 1:3-5). God shed the blood of an innocent animal and took its
skin to provide garments to hide Adam and Eve’s nakedness (Genesis 3:21). This act
foreshadowed not only Christ’s substitutionary atonement for sin on the cross but also
the requirement to be clothed with Him rather than with fig leaves (Genesis 3:7), good
works (Galatians 3:27; Hebrews 9:12; Matthew 26:28). Until we are born anew of God’s
nature through Jesus, we remain spiritually dead and separated from God (John 3:3, 5-
8). Spiritually speaking, today God recognizes only the Second Adam (Jesus) and His
spiritual offspring, those who believe in Him (Romans 8:29).

Scripture: Believe it or not, the devil is very religious. Furthermore, he and his demon
helpers know scripture and love to quote scripture. To be sure, however, they pervert
God’s Word until it is saying something different from what God intended, but they do
not hesitate to utilize it. Satan says to Eve, “Did God really say... (Genesis 3:1)... “For
God knows...” (Genesis 3:5). How many times when you were in trouble has a
scripture come to mind and you wondered, “Where are you, God? You promised to
supply my needs” (Philippians 4:19). If Satan can get you to believe God has let you
down in one area, he knows you begin to doubt God in other areas of your life. If he
can get you to take a scripture out of context (original setting) to get the wrong
interpretation, he can get you to do things you would never normally do.
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The Holy Spirit repeatedly warns that there will be many false teachers within the
professing churches during the end times. The warnings concerning false religious
leaders who introduce destructive heresies among God’s people began with Jesus
(Matthew 24:11, 24-25) and continued by the Spirit through Paul (2 Thessalonians 2:7,
1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-5), Peter (2 Peter 1-22), John (1 John 2:18; 4:1; 2 John 7-
11, Jude (Jude 3-4, 12, 18) and Christ’s letters to the churches in Asia Minor
(Revelation 2:2-6). The apostle Paul states, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times
some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1
Timothy 4:1).

One of the false doctrines being passed around today by demons through false
teachers is that homosexuality is an acceptable lifestyle for a believer in Christ because
we are under grace. Not according to 1 Corinthians 6:9, Galatians 5:19-21 and 2
Timothy 2:21! By influencing a group or a ministry to promote doctrines which sound
scriptural while they are not, Satan and demons can lead millions to destruction. We
would do well to follow our Lord’s example of how to deal with the devil when he quotes
a scripture out of context or uses a passage against you. The Lord simply replied, “It is
also written” (Matthew 4:7)..."Away from me, Satan!” (Matthew 4:10). It is always
dangerous to engage in a two-way dialogue with the devil, especially on his terms.

Fear: Fear is one of Satan’s primary weapons against God’s people. There are a
number of ways in which Satan tries to intimidate believers through fear. First, he tries
to instill guilt and condemnation. The Bible calls Satan the “accuser of the brethren”
(Revelation 12:10) for good reason. Not only does he try to point out our errors to God,
but he also reminds us of our past failures in order to produce guilt and condemnation
within our conscience resulting in fear of punishment from God. He may say on such-
and-such a day you sinned in this way. How can you claim to be a child of God? He
may bring up past events and experiences that we have long forgotten to try to instill
fear, doubt, and discord within us, i.e., “Look at what you did. And you claim to be a
Christian? God's judgment will fall.” When Satan tries to do that, tell him your defense
attorney, the Lord Jesus, has already pleaded your case (1 John 2:1-2). Next, remind
him of Romans 8:1. God'’s grace is always greater than our failures.

Satan also tries to get Christians to fear dying. Dying is hard for some believers
because they can only see this side of the cross. The reason we need to trust in Jesus
is because He sees both sides. Why is it important not to fear death? Because during
the last days when God lifts His restraining order over lawlessness (2 Thessalonians
2:5-12), allowing Satan to rule the earth through the antichrist for 42 months, a lot of
Christians will suffer and die (Revelation 6:9; 13:7, 17). Should you be here when that
happens, do not take the mark of the beast (compare Revelation 13:16-18 with
Revelation 14:9-13). Death is only a door that born-again believers pass through into
the presence of God (John 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 15:52). Dying is no big deal for
those who trust in Christ and are willing to lose their lives for His sake (Matthew 16:25;
Revelation 14:13). Being in the Lord’s presence forever far outweighs any of this life’s
pain. Satan wants us to believe he is as powerful as God so we will fear him. While
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Satan is powerful (Job 41:33), he is not as powerful as God who resides within us (1
John 4:4). If you are going to fear someone, let it be God, not Satan (Matthew 10:28).
If you are totally submitted to God and actively resisting the devil, he will be afraid of
you (James 4:7). The individual who is not ashamed of standing up and publicly
expressing saving faith in Jesus need not fear anyone or anything (Romans 8:37-39).
God is well capable of handling the devil, while meeting our needs (Romans 8:28;
Philippians 4:19).

Timing: Satan doesn'’t attack you in one area and then wait until you get over that
ordeal to attack you again. He attacks you with unbelief when you are discouraged. He
attacks our finances, family, etc. when we are depressed and emotionally down in an
effort to try to get us to distrust God. He doesn’t attack when we are physically and
spiritually strong. If he did, he’d get a beating every time. The devil is smarter than
that. He doesn’t tempt us with pride while we are depressed or discouraged but waits
until everything is going good and we have something to be proud of. Satan doesn’t
sow discord among Christians when everything is going good; instead he waits until the
church is under fire and then brings up disputes to divide the body of Christ. We must
recognize the enemy’s tactics and be spiritually prepared to combat him using God’s
weapons left us by the Holy Jesus.

Origin of Demons

There is one, and only one, “devil.” True, the Old King James version of the Bible
states that people “were possessed with devils” (Matthew 4:24), but the original Greek
word used means demonic spirits. There is one devil but many demonic spirits. Satan
(the devil) is master over all demon spirits living on the planet. They roam free to assist
Satan in his kingdom of darkness (2 Peter 2:4; 1 John 5:19; Revelation 12:4, 8). They
follow his commands and do the actual day-by-day tasks essential to his diabolical and
destructive activities on earth and in the heavenlies. There are three basic theories
concerning the origin of demons. The first theory is demons are the offspring of angels
and women. Supporters of this theory believe “sons of God” referred to in Genesis 6:4
were angels who cohabited with women producing giants. When these giants died,
their disembodied spirits became demons. They believe Jude 6 refers to these
demons.

There are major problems with this theory. First, Jude 6 is referring to God’s angels in
leadership leaving their positions of authority and following Satan. Secondly, the theory
that the “sons of God” in Genesis 6:2 cannot be possible in view of Jesus’ words that
angels do not marry (Matthew 22:30; Mark 12:25). “Sons of God” is most likely referring
to the descendants of the godly bloodline of Seth and the term “daughters of men” is
most likely referring to the descendents of Cain (Genesis 4:25; Genesis 5:5;
Deuteronomy 14:1; 32:5; Psalms 73:15; Hosea 1:10). The ungodly descendants of
Cain developed and centered their lives on the secular arts and business (Genesis
4:16). They establishment a God-estranged human civilization founded on the principle
of self-redemption for the human race in revolt against God (Genesis 4:3-8, 16-24). In
contrast, the family of Seth centered their lives around worship and dependency on God
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(Genesis 4:26). Thus, two fundamentally different family groups developed side by side
— the godly and the ungodly. The inference in Genesis 6 is that the intermarrying
between the godly and wicked caused the whole world to become filled with violence,
resulting in a world-wide rebellion against God (Genesis 6:5, 11-13). This should tell us
just how deadly being unequally yoked in marriage with unbelievers can be.

A second theory is demons are the disembodied spirits of a pre-Adamite race which
existed on the original earth (Genesis 1:1). Those of this persuasion believe Genesis
1:1 and Genesis 1:2 are referring to separate versions of the earth, that Ezekiel 28:13-
15 refers to Satan’s rule over a race of people on the original earth (Genesis 1:1). They
believe it was from this beautiful kingdom that Satan’s rebellion occurred against God’s
authority recorded in Isaiah 14:12-14. They also believe a war broke out between
God’s angels and Lucifer and those fallen angels that followed him, bringing about the
cataclysmic destruction of the originally created world (Genesis 1:1) and its pre-Adamite
inhabitants. Those of this persuasion also believe this is the global catastrophe Moses
describes in Genesis 1:2 and the reason God commanded man to “multiply and
replenish the earth, subdue it, and have dominion over it” (Genesis 1:28, OKJ). They
assert the word “replenish” is an indication the earth was previously populated. Adam’s
assignment was to repopulate the earth and subdue it. Those of this persuasion further
believe the bodies of the former earth inhabitants were destroyed in Lucifer’s rebellion
against God and become the demons or unclean spirits mentioned in the New
Testament. Having been disembodied, these demons sought re-embodiment (Luke
8:30-32).

A third theory is that the angels who rebelled with Satan against God (Ezekiel 26:12)
became the “demons” or “unclean spirits” spoke of in the New Testament. They base
this theory on Matthew 25:41 which affirms Lucifer took certain angels with him when he
rebelled against God’s authority. Revelation 12:3-4 and 9 imply a third of God’s angels
joined Satan in the rebellion. Paul states, “Do you not know that we will judge angels”
(1 Corinthians 6:3)? Paul must be referring to fallen angels because scripture calls
God’s angels “holy angels” (Mark 8:38) and “elect angels” (1 Timothy 5:21). The only
fallacy with this theory is found in Jude 6 where it tells us that angels who did not remain
in their initial position of authority but rebelled against God and broke His law are now in
prison awaiting judgment (cross-reference 2 Peter 2:4). Opponents of the theory that
demons are fallen angels assert not all fallen angels are locked up. They believe only
those angels in leadership who rebelled against God are imprisoned. Others were
permitted to remain free to assist Satan as depicted in 1 John 5:19. Those of this
persuasion believe there are four classes of fallen angels:

1. There are those who inhabit the heavenlies and earth (Ephesians 6:12).

2. Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4 describe a third group of fallen angels who evidently
became so wicked and so horrendous they are being held in the abyss until final
judgment.

3. Some who are bound in the abyss or pit will be released during the last days to
inflict pain upon those with the mark of the beast (Revelation 9:2-12). An
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increase in demon worship and demon activity will occur during the end times (1
Timothy 4:1; Revelation 9:20; 16:13-14).

4. A fourth group of evil angels are bound at the river Euphrates to be released
during the Great Tribulation period to lead an army of destruction against
humanity (Revelation 9:13-21).

The second and third theories above are more likely the possible origin of demons.
Since the Bible is silent concerning the origin of demons this author is not dogmatic over
any one particular theory. We must deal with them in the here and now and that is all
that matters. One of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit is to reveal the presence of
demons (1 Corinthians 12:10).

Characteristics of Demons

While God did not consider the origin of demons sufficiently important to completely
clarify this question in His Word, He did speak clearly concerning the characteristics of
demons.

1. Demons tempt, dominate, afflict and possess humans (Matthew 8:16; Acts 13:6-12;
Revelation 12:4-17).

2. All demons are evil and instruments of Satan (Matthew 12:25-26; Mark 3:20). While
not all sickness comes from demons, in a sense, all sickness is Satan’s work
(Matthew 9:32-33; 12:22; 17:14-18; Mark 9:20-22; Luke 13:11-16). Only in
possession do demon spirits actually invade the spirit of a person (Matthew 12:22-
29; Mark 5:2-12). The Bible uses such terms as evil spirits, unclean spirits, seducing
spirits, spirits of infirmity (demons that cause sickness), etc. to describe these evil
beings. Most of the references to demons in the Bible have to do with demon
possession or demons controlling their victims. Witchcraft and idolatry are meddling
with demons--there are no good witches (Galatians 2:20). Demons are also the
power behind idol gods. To worship false gods is essentially worshipping demons (1
Corinthians 10:20-21).

3. As spirits, demons seem to find a measure of rest in organic beings---humans and
animals (Mark 5; Luke 11:24-26). While demons can exist outside or inside humans,
they prefer and often do live in the bodies of unbelievers and use their voices to talk,
enslaving and influencing such individuals toward evil, immorality and destruction
(Mark 5:15; Luke 4:41; 8:27-28; Acts 16:18).

4. Demons have personalities and manifest themselves through their victims. For
example, Jesus drove a demon out of a man who couldn’t speak in Luke 11:14-15
(the man wasn’'t mute; the demon was). The man spoke after the demon was driven
out by the Lord. Another example is found in Luke 13:10-16. Here, a spirit of
infirmity had attacked a woman’s spine 18 years earlier that caused her to be bowed
over. Most likely, calcium deposits formed around her spine so when the demon
that had her bound was removed, she still couldn’t straighten up. When Jesus said,
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“Woman you are set free from your infirmity,” the spirit departed, but physically she
could not straighten up due to the many years of being bent over. When Jesus “put
His hands on her,” she immediately straightened up and praised God (Luke 13:13).
Apparently, Jesus transmitted the power of the Holy Spirit into her spine and
calcified deposits in her spine were dissolved, freeing her. Victims in both of the
above examples were bound by the characteristic of the demons that possessed
them. Whatever their personality might be is manifested through the person whom
they are possessing or controlling. If the demon is an unclean spirit of
homosexuality, that uncleanness is expressed through the person it possesses.
That is, the person will express homosexual tendencies or be an outright
homosexual, etc. This principle applies to any unrighteous characteristics demons
may express through their victims. The evilness is their personality. And the person
possessed will display that evil characteristic.

. Demons are able to travel at will (Luke 11:24-25). As spiritual entities, they are not
subject to the natural or physical world. That is, physical structure does not hold
them back.

. Demons can communicate with each another (Luke 11:26). Using their victim’s
voice, they can also speak to people. They spoke to Jesus through the Gadarene
demoniac in Mark 5:9-10. Demons know who Jesus is and know their own fate
(Matthew 8:29; James 2:19). In Mark 1:25, Jesus refused to let the demons speak.
He does it again in Mark 1:34. Notice in Mark 5:8-9 the only thing Jesus asked the
demon was his name and then only after the unclean spirit refused to come out. We
should follow our Lord’s example and not engage in lengthy conversations with
these unclean spirits (i.e., how long they had been there, where they came from,
how they got there, etc.). During my first revival as a 22 year old evangelist, |
engaged a demon in a conversation during the services that had possessed an
elderly gentleman and caused him to hurt himself. The demon began telling me
about events that took place thousands of years ago. It was fascinating at first.
Then | realized it was just a way of getting me sidetracked so | would not cast it out.
All demons are liars.

. Demons have intelligence and can think, reason, and make plans. They are not an
impersonal force. Luke 11:24, “l will return to the house | left.” Afterwards, they
remembered their former state and made plans for reentry. We see demons in Luke
25-26 evaluating, making decisions, combining forces with different levels of
uncleanness.

. Demons vary in degrees of wickedness and authority. In Luke 11: 26, the demon
takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than he. In Mark 5 there were some
2,000 demons in one man who were ruled by one dominant demon. If there is more
than one demon in a person, one of them will usually dominate the others, as in the
case of the Gadarene demoniac (Mark 5:1-20). The reason most ministers believe
he had two thousand demons in him was because Jesus gave the demons
permission to go into “about” two thousand hogs that were feeding nearby. But keep
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in mind more than one demon could have gone into one hog! Then again, the
demon said his name was “Legion” (Mark 5:9), indicating he was the leader of many
demons. What we see here is a ruler spirit over demons with lower levels of
authority residing in the man. This matches up with what Paul said in Ephesians
6:12: “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces in
the heavenly realms.” While Daniel was fasting and praying for an answer to a
vision God had given him, Gabriel, an angel messenger from God, was imprisoned
by evil forces. Michael, God’s chief war angel, came and released Gabriel so he
could deliver the message. By then Gabriel had been imprisoned 21 days by these
demon forces. (Daniel 10:12-13). If you don’t believe in spiritual warfare, you need
to cut Daniel 10 out of your Bible. The Gaderene in Mark 5 had one dominant
(ruling) spirit who controlled between two to six thousand lesser spirits that
tormented him. Notice how the demon goes from a singular pronoun to a plural
pronoun: “My name is Legion, he replied, for we are many” (Mark 5:9b). According
to Mark 9:29 special prayer preparation is needed to cast out some of the more
powerful demons.

9. Demons desire to hurt and torment their victims, especially when they come out
(Mark 1:23-26). Satan and his demon helpers hate Christians because we have
redemption through Christ Jesus and they are eternally doomed. Mark 1:26 states,
“The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.” In Mark
5:10, the demons asked Jesus not to send them out of the country. Why did they
ask to remain in that area? It was most likely so they could stay under the same
principality who had been ruling over them in that area. We don’t know why Jesus
sent the demons into some hogs rather than the abyss. Most likely it was so the
demons would not hurt the man as they came out. If just one demon could throw a
person to the ground and cause him to have convulsions (Mark 9:18), imagine what
thousands of demons could do? Sometimes in their obedience they will try to harm
the person. | believe they told Jesus, “If you will send us into the swine, we will
come out peaceably.” Jesus decided it was in the best interest of the man.

10.Demons do not submit but they will obey when commanded to do so. Because
demons were forced to obey Christ does not mean they were submitted to Him. The
difference between obedience and submission can be described by a story of a little
boy who had just been told by his mother to go and sit in a chair in the corner. His
reply was, “I may be sitting down on the outside, but | am standing up on the inside.”
He had to obey the punishment, but he never submitted in attitude. So it is with
demons. Demons are not submissive to Christ but they do have to obey Him. When
you minister to someone who is possessed, the demon will not submit to you but the
evil spirit will have to obey you if you command it to come out in the name of Jesus
and believe it will happen (Acts 16:18; 19:11-16).
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Symptoms of Demonic Control and/or Possession

While demon possession may not always be easily recognized, it is usually involved in a
sudden and severe onset of personality disturbance:

Inappropriate reactions to the mention of Jesus’ name, His shed blood and His
crucifixion.

Outbursts of uncharacteristically vile and blasphemous language.

Display of physical violence towards oneself or others.

Altered states of consciousness such as a trance or seizure-like experience.
Unusual physical strength.

Frequently demon possession is present in those involved in divination, occultism, and
magic. Demon possession is often found among idol worshippers. With ease of travel
from one country to another, demons have infiltrated civilized societies. That is no
doubt the reason the U.S. and other so-called civilized societies are in the deplorable
spiritual condition they are today. The reason | say “so-called” is because animals have
more rights in the U.S. than unborn children! The American people need deliverance.
Deliverance is only found in and through Jesus Christ!

Read Mark 5:1-20. Two demonic men were banished to this region (Matthew 8:28-34;
Luke 8:26-36). Our society labels individuals like these guys schizophrenic and
institutionalizes them. Mark and Luke directed their attention to the Gadarene
demoniac most likely because he was the worse of the two. Using the Gadarene in
Mark 5, let’s identify the symptoms of demonic possession. As you examine his story,
you will do doubt find underlying symptoms of demonic influence in people around you.
They aren’t as obvious as this guy because they only may have one to a few demons
controlling them. This man had a thousand or more demons in him. That is why he
was called Legion. Legion is a Roman military term. A Roman legion consisted of
between two to six thousand soldiers. That is why this man had so many overt
symptoms. Most people you come in contact with have covert symptoms. But they will
be demon controlled just the same. Specific characteristics of demon control:

1. Demon-controlled people will have an unclean lifestyle. That is because unclean
spirits like the unclean. Mark 5:2, "And when He had come out of the boat,
immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit" (NKJV).
In this part of Gadara there were cliffs with large caves overlooking the Sea of
Galilee. When criminals were executed, or when a poor person could not afford to
purchase a burial plot, their bodies were thrown into these caves. Legion lived in
these tombs and in the stench of decaying flesh. You may be asking yourself, “How
does this apply to my life?” It does if you have any unclean thought, concept, belief,
act, behavior, desire, etc. dwelling within you. If there is something you cannot deal
with through prayer and spiritual discipline adequately, it is a good possibility you
have allowed your mind to become an unclean tomb for one of Satan’s demons.
Those controlled by an unclean spirit have unclean minds, like unclean places (his
dwelling was among the tombs), have unclean habits, use unclean words, and like
unclean books, magazines, movies, TV programs, etc.
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. Demonized people will be uncontrollable and un-submissive. The Gadarene was
banished to this region because he was uncontrollable. Mark 5:3, “This man lived in
the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.” We have a
demon-led, uncontrollable society today. Children and teenagers are murdering
people...little children are abducted and defiled and murdered by perverts...unborn
children slaughtered by the thousands in the name of women'’s rights, gays trying to
force us to accept their non-biblical lifestyle, etc. We are nothing more than a
demon-controlled society. In Mark 5:13 hogs would rather die than live with
demons. But not our society! We love Satan’s filth, can’t get enough of it. That
should improve your opinion of hogs. Of course the reason they reacted so violently
is because they couldn’t handle the evil power which entered their bodies.

. Those possessed by demons have supernatural powers. Mark 5:4, “For he had
often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons
on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.” Cross-reference Matthew
8:28. There was a group of ministers who tried to cast a demon out of a 90 year old
woman. The woman ran outside, grabbed hold of an automobile and began shaking
it violently. Having supernatural powers is common with severe cases of demonic
control. Legion had supernatural powers as did the demons that jumped on the
seven sons of Sceva (Acts 19:11-16).

. A demonic controlled person will be un-teachable. Mark 5:4, “...neither could anyone
tame him” (NKJ). That is, he was un-teachable. There are those who misquote 1
John 2 by saying, “l don’t need any man to teach me. | have the Holy Ghost; God
teaches me directly.” First John 2 is talking about reading the Bible for yourself and
letting the Holy Spirit reveal the revelations of God (which the Catholic church used
to prohibit). If God didn’t want us to listen to spiritual leaders, why does Christ
appoint people to these positions? Ephesians 4:11-12, “It was He who gave some
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body
of Christ might be built up.” Without spiritual leaders leading the way, we could be
led astray by false doctrine (Ephesians 4:14-15). The problem is those who are
under demonic influence aren’t going to listen regardless who'’s doing the teaching.

. An inability to rest “can be” a sign of demonic influence or possession. Mark 5:5,
“Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out...” That is he was
extremely emotional and unable to rest. I've met people who are always laughing or
crying. People who are out of balance emotionally need deliverance.

. Self-destructiveness is another symptom of demon possession. Mark 5:5, “Night
and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with
stones.” He wanted to hurt himself and apparently tried to commit suicide. You may
be thinking, “Well, | don’t have any suicidal thoughts.” But, do you put yourself down
with words? We all become mildly depressed from time to time but to remain in a
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10.

11.

state of depression and self-destructiveness is one of the possible signs of
demonization.

Lewdness: “For a long time this man had not worn clothes...” (Luke 8:27).
Lewdness is another possible sign of demon possession. | am not a clothes line
person, but | believe we should not let “Paris” or some clothes designer tell us what
to wear. That is the job of the Holy Spirit who tells us to dress modestly to honor the
Lord. Demon controlled people will display lewdness because they are void of
conscience.

The person will have no remorse for his or her actions. You don’t find people
controlled by demons admitting they are sorry for their evil behavior. Instead of
expressing remorse and asking for help, the demon possessed man shouted at the
top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the most High God?”
(Luke 8:28). While the dominant demon was no doubt doing the speaking, using the
possessed man’s vocal cords, the man did nothing to stop him. Proof of deliverance
from a demon(s) is change in behavior (Mark 5:15-20). Notice in Mark 5:17, the
people asked Jesus to leave. The same occurs in some churches today. There are
those who are willing to let Jesus save them but refuse to let Him deliver them of
their sinful lifestyle. We can’t have it both ways! I've also heard people say the
power of demons is so strong in some people they can’t come to Jesus. | don't
believe that! Notice in Mark 5:6, the man ran to worship Jesus contrary to what the
demon(s) wanted (cross-reference Luke 8:28). Darkness doesn’t come to light; it
hates the light. Yet with all these demons trying to control him, this man was able to
go to Jesus for help (Luke 8:27). Why is that? It is because demons do not take a
person’s will away. The man overrode the will of the demons that possessed him
and went to Jesus for help (Mark 5:6).

Demons don't always leave the person immediately. In fact, they may try to hurt
their victim as they come out of the person, especially if there is more than one
demon in him or her (Mark 5:7). In Acts 16:18, it was about an hour before the
demon departed a young girl. Just because a demon doesn’t depart immediately
does not mean it will not go.

The demon possessed person will be hurting emotionally. Those who came close to
the cave where the Gadarene demoniac lived could hear him crying out for help,
cutting himself, hopeless (Mark 5:5). But no one offered to help him. Then one day
Jesus walks by and says, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit” (Mark 8:8)! The
man was not the same from that moment on (Mark 5:18-20). He would never have
been delivered without Jesus and that’s where the deliverance ministry in church
should be directed. Demons are still here today; they have gone nowhere. The
demons Jesus cast out of the Gadarene in Mark 5 are still on earth. While the hogs
died when they entered the water, the demons didn’t and no doubt moved on to
other people.
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Can a born again believer in Christ be demon possessed?

Whether a Christian can be demon possessed has been debated among theologians for
centuries. Views vary. Some believe Christians can be depressed but not possessed.
Others say a Christian can be oppressed but not possessed. Still others say a Christian
cannot be possessed, depressed or obsessed but could be repressed by demons. A
popular view among Charismatics is that a Christian can be possessed in his body but
not in his spirit. They call it being “demonized.” Those of this persuasion use the Greek
word daimonizomai (demonized) to support their point of view. What they fail to take
into account is the Greek word daimonizomai actually means possession. The only
time this Greek word is used as a verb is in Matthew 15 where a Canaanite mother
brings her daughter to Jesus because the girl was “suffering terribly from demon-
possession” (Matthew 15:22). Everywhere else in the Bible it is used as a participle and
should be translated “demon-possessed; possessed by a demon; possessed by
demons; suffering form demon-possession” (Matthew 8:28, 33; 9:32; 12:22; Mark 5:15-
18). (See NIV Exhaustive Concordance by Edward W. Goodrich and John R.
Kohlenberger, Ill, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, # 1227, page
1698 and the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament by Geoffrey W. Bromiley).

Thus, those who say demons can indwell believers are forced to find support for their
position in subjective experiences rather than the clear teaching of God’s Word. This is
what the Pharisees did. Read Matthew 12:24. Beelzebub was the Philistine god of
flies, used by the Jews to denote the Devil (Spirit Filled Life Bible, footnote on page
1422). Since an obvious miracle had taken place, the Pharisees’ only alternative was to
discredit the source of Jesus’ authority. Otherwise they would have had to admit they
were wrong about Him. They surely weren’t going to do that. Based upon their
observation, they accused Jesus of casting out demons by Satan’s authority. Jesus
openly rejected this by pointing out if Satan’s kingdom cannot be divided, neither can
God’s! That is precisely what people do when they say a Christian can be demon
possessed or demonized based upon personal experience rather than clear teaching
from the Bible. They suppose the kingdom of Satan, or the kingdom of God, might be
divided based upon personal observation of people who say they are Christians but do
terrible things. What they fail to take into account is a person cannot have both the
Spirit of God and the spirit of Satan residing side by side in a person. You say, “What
about Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5?” If Ananias and Sapphira did have a demon in
their flesh, it didn’t affect the way God dealt with them. Ananias and Sapphira either
departed from the faith before Satan filled their hearts to lie to the Holy Spirit or like
others who attended that same church (Acts 5:13-14) weren’t born again. You say, “But
| know people who say they are Christians and living evil lifestyles.” And so do | but the
real issue is will Christ share His body with the devil? The answer is emphatically no!
First Corinthians 6:19-20 states, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own:
you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your body.” First Corinthians
6:16, “Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in
body? For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.” But he who unites himself with
the Lord is one with Him in spirit.” That same principle applies to demons. We found in
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the above discourse that the possessed person takes on the characteristics of the
indwelling demon. In Matthew 6:22-24, Jesus totally rejects the theory that a Christian’s
body can be possessed by a demon but not his or her spirit. It's either all or none
according to this passage. It is a spiritual problem if a person is divided according to the
Lord. The eye is regarded as the lens of the soul, reflecting the total orientation of one’s
life. If we don’t have a spiritual singleness, our whole body will be filled with darkness
(cross reference Luke 11:33-35). Unlike those who do not know Jesus (2 Corinthians
4:4), born-again believers have been delivered out of the dominion or authority of
darkness and entered into God’s kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13). However, if a
believer chooses to let darkness in through the tolerance of sin, he/she becomes
vulnerable to satanic assault. It should be our ambition as Christians to follow Him in
true holiness and purity. Believers in Christ are transformed by revelation, not
information (Job 42:5-6)! Here are some reasons for the confusion concerning
Christians and demons.

First, we are too quick to hail every profession of faith in Christ as proof the person is
truly born again. James 2:19-22 tells us it's no big deal for a person to say they believe.
Even the demons believe in God. What counts is the lifestyle to back up that belief.
Just because a person says he or she believes in Christ does not mean they are born
again. Read 2 Timothy 3:1-5. Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:20 we will know people,
especially false prophets, by what they do. Just because someone comes to church
and says they believe in Christ Jesus does not mean they have made Him Lord of their
life. Peter stated, “... a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him” (2 Peter 2:19).
When Christ rules a person’s life, that person will not have a divided heart (Matthew
6:22-24).

Secondly, there are believers who fail to become rooted and grounded in Christ, go
back into the world and open themselves up to demonic control. Second Peter 18-22
makes it clear a person can backslide and go back into his or her former sinful state of
condemnation. The Parable of the farmer explains how this can happen. Read
Matthew 13:18-23. Because the first individual doesn’t get a good grasp on the Word of
God (the good news about Jesus), Satan comes along and steals what little he has
heard. This person never does become a true believer in Christ. Next, there is the
individual who hears about Jesus, quickly accepts Him with joy, but does not let the
gospel go deep into his or her inner self. When trouble or persecution comes due to his
faith in the Lord, he/she gives up and turns back into the world (Matthew 13:20- 21).
While the third person hears the teachings of Jesus, he/she let worries and the
accumulations of wealth hinder his/her spiritual growth. While this person becomes a
believer, he/she eventually turns back into the world (Mathew 13:22). Notice none of
these individuals actually goes deep enough to be grounded and rooted in the Lord. It
is easy to see from this parable that a person can hear the message about Jesus,
repent of sin, but not become grounded and rooted in Him. Unless our spiritual
foundation is built upon Christ and His teachings where we become born again, we will
not stand in time of temptation and trouble (Matthew 7:24). They may be a professing
Christian by name, but not by heart, by practice. Luke 11:24-26 says, “When an
unclean spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not
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find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left. When it arrives, it finds the house
swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked
than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse
than the first.” Is this person a Christian after the demons return? No! They may still
attend church and give the appearance of believing in Jesus but they really don’t have
God's life flowing through them. In fact, they are worse off than before being delivered.

You say but Romans 8:38 states that nothing can separate us from the love of God.
And, nothing can! But that doesn’t mean the individual can’t leave God’s protection.
The parable of the lost son is an example of someone leaving the love of God and
squandering his or her spiritual inheritance (Luke 15:11-32). The father in the parable is
God. Luke 15:24, “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found...” If the wayward son had died in the pig pen, he would never have benefited
from his father’s love, protection and care (Luke 15:16-17). Here, the Lord teaches that
a life of sin and selfishness, in its deepest sense, is a separation from God’s love,
fellowship and authority.

The sinner or backslider is like the young son who pursues the pleasure of sin and
wastes the physical, intellectual and spiritual gifts given by God. Not only does such
waste result in disillusionment, sorrow and sometimes degrading personal conditions,
but it also lacks real life that can only be found in a life relationship with God. Before the
backslider can come back to God, he or she must see his/her true state of slavery to sin
and separation from God (Luke 15:14-17). The person must humbly return to the
Father, acknowledge his/her sin and be willing to do whatever the Father requires (Luke
15:17-19). To bring the lost to this realization is the work of God’s Spirit (John 16:7-11).
In fact, all three parables in Luke 15 are about God searching and finding lost sinners.

Thirdly, some believers come back under the dominion of demonic influence through
strongholds of the flesh (human nature) and give up saving faith in Jesus (1 Timothy
1:19-20). As we found in Part One of this study, a stronghold is any destructive system
of thinking, habit, practice or behavior that does not conform to the image of Christ in
us. There is a direct correlation between works of the flesh and demon possession.
While we are all capable of stepping out of grace and saying and doing something
wrong, we won’t be making a habit of sinning if we are born again (John 3:3, 5).

An ongoing debate among Christians is whether the devil is on the earth or in heaven
and can he dwell in Christians or only in unbelievers? The devil is in spiritual darkness!
Wherever there is willful disobedience to the Bible and spiritual and moral darkness,
there the devil will be (1 John 3:8) along with the potential for demonic activity (Matthew
16:23; Luke 11:35-36; 22:24, 31-32; Acts 5:3). When Satan rebelled against God’s
authority, he not only lost his beauty and position in heaven (Luke 10:18), but he also
became locked up into spiritual and moral darkness for all of eternity. Like Satan, their
master, demons are also locked up into spiritual and moral darkness. Though physical,
man’s kingdom is also under Satan’s authority (John 8:44; Acts 26:18; 2 Corinthians
4:4; 3:14-15; Colossians 1:12-14). Moral and spiritual darkness is not the absence of
light; it is the absence of God who is light (1 John 1:5). When Christ came, He brought
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humanity the light of God (John 8:12) which tells us the darkness to which Satan and
demons have been banished is not limited to areas outside of humanity. Unlike those
who do not know Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:4), born-again believers have been delivered
out of the dominion or authority of darkness and have entered into God'’s kingdom of
light (Colossians 1:13). However, if a believer chooses to let darkness in through the
tolerance of sin, he/she becomes vulnerable to satanic assault. Using Galatians 5:19-
21, Dr. Ed Murphy presents four sin groups that he calls “deeds of the flesh.” Moral or
sex sins: immorality, impurity, sensuality (Galatians 5:19). Moral sins also take in
pornography which covers all forms of external physical symbols which produce sexual
arousal. Religious sins: idolatry and witchcraft (Galatians 5:20a). Social sins, sins
committed against others (Galatians 5:20b). Sins of intemperance due to lack of self-
control: “envy, drunkenness, or orgies, and the like” (Galatians 5:21). The list of sins
mentioned by Paul in Galatians 5 is not an all-inclusive list. See also Ephesians 4:22-
24; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 2 Peter 2:9-11, 18-22, Romans 1:24-32; Matthew 16:19. Not
only does habitual sinning dishonor the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17;
Ephesians 5:1-21), but it is also a pathway into the demonic. Demons will walk into any
open door they can find. Live in a little of lust and before you know it, it's taken control
of you. The devil always tries to make people think they can handle the forbidden, i.e.,
“I can watch that movie or look at that magazine. So what if it has some pornographic
images.” Many a person has become addicted to pornography and opened the door to
the demonic by watching a movie or looking at a magazine. Ted Bundy who was
executed in Florida as a serial killer started with looking at a Playboy magazine he
picked up from a trash can. He was 12 years old at the time! Pornography is an
unclean progressive addiction. It's spiritual poison to the Christian’s soul. One time a
minister and his wife were invited by a fellow minister to go see an “R” rated movie. He
informed his friend that he and his wife had made a covenant they would not go to “R”
rated movies. His minister friend said, “Aren’t you strong enough to handle it?” He
said, “No, I am not.” The minister replied, “Well, you need help!” He said, “No, you are
the one who needs help!” The excuse some carnal Christians use for indulging in
worldly things is that we need to know what's going on in the world in order to be able to
minister to people in the world. Lie! “What fellowship can light have with darkness?
What harmony is there between Christ and Belial” [Satan]? (2 Corinthians 6:14-15).
“Hate what is evil; cling to what is good” (Romans 12:9). A closer look at what Paul said
in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 reveals he is talking about separating ourselves from the sins
of people, not the people themselves (see also 1 Corinthians 6:9-19). Jesus said in
Matthew 10:16, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.” That is a dangerous
place for sheep to be. We need to be “as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves”
(Matthew 10:16). Building authentic relationships is the key to reaching non-believers
for Christ. However, we must make sure we remain the dominant spiritual influence
when associating with non-Christians. Should that cease to be the case and the non-
believer becomes to us the kind of corrupting influence the Bible warns about (1
Corinthians 15:33), it is then necessary to pull back, at least for a while, and do
whatever is necessary to reestablish our spiritual strength and stability. In this way, we
can stay on the offense rather than the defense.
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Read Second Peter chapter two. Peter is warning believers about false teachers who
were trying to lead them astray. According to verses 1, 15 and 20-22 some of these
false teachers were once redeemed from sin’s power and then forfeited salvation.
Jesus said in John 15:6, “If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is
thrown away and withers...” God never forces anyone to serve Him. Our part is to be
good stewards of God’s grace (1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 1 Peter 4:10; 2 Peter 3:18). God
will punish unfaithful stewards (Matthew 25:26-30). Not only must we remain separate
from the corruption of the world system in which we live, but we must also not
voluntarily partner with unbelievers or become intimately involved with them (2
Corinthians 6:14-18). Such relationships have the potential of corrupting our
relationship with Christ and hindering our spiritual growth. This separation from worldly
influence would apply if we are considering building a relationship, entering into
marriage or going into business with someone who is not a Christian.

Remaining separate from the world does not mean we can have absolutely nothing to
do with non-Christians. To do so would mean we could not purchase groceries or work
for non-Christians, etc. You see where the legalistic approach leads? What Paul is
telling us is that our close association with unbelievers should be only such as is
necessary for social or economic existence or to show unbelievers the way of salvation
(cross-reference John 17:15-16; James 1:27; 4:4). In fact, isolating ourselves from non-
Christians would be violating God’s Word! Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 to “go and
make disciples of all nations.” Note that it is Jesus who is sending us out into the world
to win the lost. John 17:15: “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world, but
that you protect them from the evil one.” That doesn’t sound like Jesus wants us to
isolate ourselves from those around us, does it? The truth is, Jesus Himself was
accused of being a “friend of sinners” (Luke 7:34; Luke 15:2), and, rather than denying
it, He accepted the label and modeled it. We should likewise associate with people in
the world for the purpose of winning them over to Jesus without compromising biblical
values. There can be no greater testimony than to remove oneself from the things of
this world and live a sanctified and separate lifestyle for the glory of God. (1 John
2:15:5, 4). D.L. Moody said, “The world is yet to see the man or woman in God who
became all they could be. By the grace of God I will be that man.” That should be our
desire as well.

It is clear from what Jesus said in Revelation 3:5 that one can have his or her name
“erased” or “blotted out” of the Book of Life. One’s name must have been written in the
“Book of Life” to have it blotted out (Revelation 3:5)! During John’s time, the names of
Roman citizens were recorded in a register. To have one’s name removed was to lose
one’s Roman citizenship. In the case of Christians, it's a heavenly citizenship
(Philippians 3:20). There are those who say a person cannot be eternally lost after
coming into Christ. Don't believe it! Throughout the book of Hebrews, the author warns
his readers of the danger of apostasy (Hebrews 3:7-19; 6:4-6; 10:26-31). The Greek
term for apostasy (apostasia) is defined as a falling away, defection, rebellion,
abandonment, withdrawal, or turning from what one has formerly turned to." To be an
apostate means to sever one’s saving relationship with Christ or to withdraw from vital
union with Him in true faith (1 Timothy 1:19; 4:1-2). Individual apostasy is possible only
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for those who have first experienced regeneration through the Holy Spirit (Luke 8:13;
Hebrews 6:4-5). Additional examples of apostasy can be found in 2 Peter 2:20-22; Acts
1:25; Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:4; 1 Timothy 1:18-20; Exodus 33; 2 Kings 17:7-23,;
Psalms 106; Isaiah 1:2-4; Jeremiah 2:1-9. Cross-reference Ephesians 5:1-7. God’s
part is to save us by grace.

Fourthly, God sometimes permits Satan to afflict his people with adversity which may
appear on the surface to be demonic activity. The Apostle Peter is a prime example of
this. Just before being arrested, Jesus said to Peter, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked
to sift you as wheat. But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And
when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:31-32). Notice the
words, “And when you have turned back” (verse 32). It is clear from the biblical record
Peter disowned and turned his back on Jesus (Luke 22:54-60). Charismatic believers
of our day would have said Peter was demonized. Jesus did not even imply that nor did
He say he had prayed so Peter would not fail. Jesus knew Peter was going to fail. But
the Lord also knew as long as Peter’s faith remained intact, he would recover. Luke
22:32 states in the Greek, “I begged God to let me knit myself to you and to entwine
myself around your faith. | asked Him to let me be the elasticity of your faith so when
your faith is stretched, it won't tear.” And that is precisely what happened. While Satan
is doing it, God is permitting it. The suffering of Job is another example of how God
sometimes permits Satan to afflict a believer. The conversation between God and
Satan is found in Job 1:7-12. You will find that it was God, not Satan, who picked this
fight. God informed Satan there was one guy out there whom he couldn’t control and
his name was Job. Also note, Satan had to get permission from God to do what he did
at each level of Job’s testing. Then there’s the Apostle Paul’s thorn in the flesh. Due to
Paul’s prideful attitude, God permitted Satan to afflict him (2 Corinthians 12:7). Notice
that God was always in control in the above situations. We will never know all of the
reasons why God allows Satan to afflict Christians, but we do know God controls every
situation to accomplish His purposes for our good and for His glory (Romans 8:28).

Just because a person steps out of grace like Peter and does some stupid thing or like
Paul has the potential for pride or is constantly being bombarded by Satan does not
mean the person is demon possessed. Light (Jesus) and darkness (Satan) cannot live
in the same place. John 1:4, “In Him was life (zoe), and that life (zoe) was the light of
men.” The Greek word for life in this passage is “zoe.” It means “God-life.” Jesus
Christ is not only the Son of God (Colossians 1:15-20), but He’s also “the same
yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Not only does our eternal destiny
depend on Christ’s unchanging nature, but also does the very survival of this universe.
If Jesus Christ were ever to change or for one second cease being who He is, this
universe would literally fly apart (Colossians 1:17). Jesus did more than just seek and
save sinners; he came to deliver us from the evil one and his kingdom of darkness. If
you say a born-again believer can have a demon residing anywhere inside, whether it's
the flesh or mind, it means that darkness and light can live together. That's not possible
even in the natural world! Flip on the light switch in a dark room and watch how quickly
darkness disappears. Similarly, how can “zoe” (God-life) and Satan (darkness, void of
life) live in the same place? It's not possible (Colossians 1:13; 1 John 4:4).
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SECTION 2—- KINGDOM AUTHORITY

Read Luke 4:1-13. If you notice in the second test Satan claimed to have all authority
and he offered it to Jesus if He would bow down and worship him (Luke 4:5-7). Jesus’
response was, “It is written [Deuteronomy 6:13], ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve
Him only”” (Luke 4:8). Also notice Jesus did not deny Satan had some authority. That
is because the devil has authority over his kingdom of darkness but he doesn’'t have
God's authority, especially over Christians, and that is what counts. Jesus is the only
one who has God'’s authority. Proof of this is found in the words Jesus spoke in
Matthew 28:18: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” What
authority does that leave Satan? Absolutely nothing! If there is only one store in town
that sold milk and you needed milk, where would you have go to get milk? It would be
from that store. Likewise, if you want authority over the spirit realm (i.e., demons,
sickness, etc.) you have to go to Jesus. He is the only one who has the authority of
God!

After telling believers He has all authority, Jesus commissioned His followers to go
throughout the world and make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). Theologians call this the
Great Commission. It is our authority from Christ to enter other cultures and tell people
about Him. It is also our authority over demons. You say, “Where do you get that?”
Mark 16:17: “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will
drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues.” Authority over demons and the
chaotic conditions they cause is part of the sign-gift ministry of the Church. There is
good reason for this. Jesus wouldn’t send His people out into a demon-infested world
controlled by Satan without first giving them the needed authority to be victorious over
the spirit realm. Mark 13:34, “It is like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts
his servants in charge...”

Further proof Christians today have authority over Satan’s kingdom of darkness is found
in the fact it was not only given to the twelve apostle (Luke 9:4) but also to the seventy
other disciples. Jesus said to them, “I have given you authority to trample on snakes
and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy, nothing will harm you”
(Luke 10:19). Even further proof that the authority over the demonic is given to all
believers for all times is found in Acts 16:20. Here, Paul followed the exact pattern of
deliverance ministry practiced by the twelve apostles (Matthew 10:9-15) and seventy
disciples (Luke 10:1-20) To the demons afflicting the slave girl of Philippi, Paul
declared, “In the name of Jesus Christ, | command you to come out of her! At that
moment the spirit left her” (Acts 16:18). You see, by dying on the cross Jesus not only
bore the punishment for our sins and opened the way of salvation for all (Matthew
27:50; Luke 23:46), but He also provided believers with everything needed to carry out
God’s will on earth, including authority over the demonic realm. It's part of the Great

Commission! Why would you want to carry out part of your commission and not all of
it?
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Difference between Power and Authority

There is a difference between power and authority. Power enables you to witness (Acts
1:4; 1:8); authority commands demons to leave (Mark 5:8). Perhaps for this reason
Jesus declared His absolute authority in heaven and earth and His continual presence
with us as we evangelize the world (Mathew 28:18-20). The basic issue in spiritual
warfare is that of authority. It's not enough to have Holy Ghost power. You have to
exercise the authority that goes along with that power. The authority of Christ has
nothing to do with your position in church but your position in Him. I've seen church
members perform miracles while their pastor lived as though he did not have any
authority over the devil. You may be thinking who will know if I am walking in Christ’s
authority? Satan willl When true authority stands up to Satan, he steps aside!

The following true story illustrates the difference between power and authority. One day
a large semi-truck was passing through a small lowa town at a high rate of speed. A
little skinny elderly deputy sheriff noticed the speeding truck, stepped out into the street
and put his hands up indicating for the driver to stop. That large powerful truck came to
an immediate stop, not because the deputy had more power than the truck but because
of his authority over its driver. So it is with the authority of the believer. The deputy
represented the sheriff. The sheriff was the law enforcement authority in that county.
Satan and demons operate out of authority, not power. Jesus is God’s Sheriff over His
kingdom. We are Jesus’ deputies. It is through Christ’s authority we carry out God’s
divine will on earth (Luke 10:19; Mark 16:17). While the Holy Spirit's power enables us
to do what we do for God, our authority to do those things comes from Christ. While
Satan is more powerful than we are, he does not have any authority over us. Since our
authority comes from the only one who has true authority (Christ), Satan must obey
when we give him a command within God’s will.

You say, “How is it then that Satan exercises authority over God’s people?” He does it
illegally through fear and deception. While Satan controls unbelievers (1 John 5:19), he
has no authority over Christians (Colossians 1:13). Satan is an impostor and has no
authority over the believer. The only authority the devil has over Christians is what they
give him. Jesus’ death and resurrection stripped Satan of his power and authority over
God’s people (Colossians 2:14-15). However, he can control Christians through their
human nature (works of the flesh) if they are not careful. Read Part | for a detailed
discourse on the old carnal nature (works of the flesh).

Purpose for Kingdom Authority

Read Matthew 16:19. In the original Greek this means “whatever you bind on earth is
already bound in heaven.” Is God saying we are not to bind anything because it is
already bound? No. Binding and loosing was a very familiar phrase to the Jews, for
their rabbis often spoke of “binding and loosing,” that is, forbidding or permitting. While
our Lord’s statement in Matthew 16:19 referred to Peter, His statement later in Matthew
18:18 included all of the apostles. As the representatives of their Lord, they would
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exercise authority according to His Word. The Greek verbs in Matthew 16:19 are most
important. The Expanded Translation by Dr. Kenneth S. Wuest reads: “And whatever
you bind on earth [forbid to be done], shall have been already bound... in heaven; and
whatever you loose on earth [permit to be done], shall have already been loosed in
heaven.” Jesus is not saying God would automatically do everything they asked Him to
do on earth, but that they should do on earth whatever God had already willed. The
church does not get man’s will done in heaven:; it obeys God'’s will on earth.*

Matthew 16:19 was spoken when Jesus was giving Peter the keys to the kingdom. The
keys represent authority, not power. Jesus was basically telling Peter, “I give you
kingdom authority. According to God'’s will, with this authority you can bind something
and lock it up and you can also unlock something and loose it.” To fully understand
what Jesus meant you have to examine the overall context of the setting in which it was
written (Matthew 16:13-20). Jesus had taken His disciples about 120 miles from
Jerusalem to the northern part of Palestine, the region of Caesarea Philippi and deep
into Gentile territory. This region was strongly identified with various religions. It had
been a center for Baal worship. The Gentiles had built shrines to the Greek god Pan at
this location. Herod the Great had built a temple to honor Augustus Caesar at this
location. It was in the midst of this pagan idolatry and superstition that Peter confessed
Jesus as the Son of God. It was probably within sight of Caesar’s temple that Jesus
announced a surprise: He would not yet establish His kingdom, but He would build His
church. The Lord wanted to make sure His disciples knew who He was and where they
stood in relationship to the Father before going further into enemy territory. A right
confession (understanding) of the true identity of Jesus is basic to salvation (Romans
10:9-10; 1 John 2:18-23; 4:1-3) as well as the deliverance ministry Christ left us.
Christ’s person and His work must never be separated.

It is amazing to see how confused the public was about Jesus (John 10:19-21).
Perhaps, like Herod, the people thought He was John the Baptist who rose from the
dead. One thing is clear: we can never make a true decision about Jesus Christ by
taking a poll of the people. (But some people do get their “spiritual knowledge” this
way!) It's not what others say, but what do you and | personally say? The decisions of
the crowd (wrong or right) can never substitute for personal decisions. Thus, Jesus
asks His disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13). It is out of
this context Peter correctly responds to Jesus’ question, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” And itis in this context that Jesus states, “I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). A key is a badge of
authority (Isaiah 22:15, 22; Luke 11:52). “The kingdom of heaven” is not heaven, for no
man on earth carries the keys to heaven! (All of the jokes about “St. Peter at the gate”
stem from this misunderstanding. They are both unbiblical and in bad taste.) We use
keys to open doors. Peter was given the privilege of opening “the door of faith” to the
Jews at Pentecost (Acts 2), to the Samaritans (Acts 8:14ff), and to the Gentiles (Acts
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10). But the other Apostles shared this authority as well (Matthew 18:18), especially the
apostle Paul. He had the privilege of “opening the door of faith” to the Gentiles outside
of Palestine (Acts 14:27). Nowhere in this passage, or in the rest of the New
Testament, are we told that Peter or his successors had any special position or privilege
in God’s Church. In both of his epistles Peter claimed to be nothing more than an
apostle (1 Peter 1:1), an elder (1 Peter 5:1), and a servant of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1).

There are three primary reasons Christ delegates His authority to believers. First, it is
so we will have victory in our own lives, to take back what Satan has stolen from us and
to put the enemy to flight when he comes in like a flood. Secondly, it is so we can be
credible witnesses. The early church proclaimed the gospel not only in word but they
also bore witness to the authenticity of the gospel proclamation of salvation by “signs,
wonders and various miracles” (Hebrews 2:4). The book of Acts proves this is very
effective in winning the lost. Thirdly, we are given Christ’'s authority so we can glorify
Him (Acts 19:17; Ephesians 3:8-10; 6:12) and carry out the Great Commission
(Matthew 28:19-20). Fourthly, we are given Christ’s authority over Satan’s kingdom of
darkness so we can help people who are bound with fleshly strongholds and demons
(Matthew 10:8-9).

These are inseparable goals regardless of the situation you might find yourself in
(Ephesians 6:20). You see, it's not God’s will that we flee to some hillside and wait for
Christ to call us home or for the Great Tribulation to take place. We are to go into the
far recesses of this world (Mark 16:15; John 20:21) and make disciples for Christ and
pass on the teachings He passed on to us through the apostles (Matthew 28:19-20). At
the same time we are not to become part of this world. This seemingly impossible
juggling act is found in John 17:11-19. The context of John 17 is Jesus, the Son, was
making final preparations for leaving planet Earth. He is talking to His Father about His
disciples and all those who would believe through their word. In other words, Our Lord
was also talking to Father God about us. He was about to leave this world (verse 11)
but He was leaving us behind in this world (verse 15). So He asks His Father to keep
and protect us in His absence, specifically to keep us from the evil one and to see to it
that we remained “set apart” or “sanctified.” To accomplish that feat, He left this
incredible thing called “His Word” (John 17:17). His Word, anointed and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, was to be the Holy bubble which would encase us in His love while we
not only remained in, but went out into, this unholy, desperately wicked world.

The mandate the Lord left us in His prayer to the Father in John 17 is clear: we were to
infiltrate the world, invade the world, and penetrate the world, without ever becoming a
part of it. No longer is our goal to acquire things, gain acceptance, and seek after
power and acclaim. We have been chosen to declare the praises of God who called us
out of darkness into His wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9b). The reason we have to be so
different is because we are ambassadors of our new King on assignment in a place
called earth (2 Corinthians 5:20). We have one reason for living---to declare the praises
of Him who made all this possible and to love and help others. Every other choice we
make and every action we take must be made in the light of that purpose.
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Wearing Christ’s Badge of Authority

The devil and his demon assistants will run from you if you are wearing Christ’'s badge
of authority. In Matthew 8, a Roman centurion came up to Jesus and asked Him to heal
his paralyzed servant. Jesus offered to go to the centurion’s home and heal the man.
The centurion replied, “Lord, | do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just
say the word, and my servant will be healed. For | myself am a man under authority,
with soldiers under me...” (Matthew 8:8-9). The reason the centurion had authority is
because he was “under authority.” There is much truth to this in respect to spiritual
warfare. There is only one authority, Christ. It's His authority we are plugged into.
However, to have His delegated authority you have to come under His authority. There
are some people who do not want to come under any authority. You'll find them going
from church to church complaining about this and complaining about that. They have a
lot of Bible knowledge but are unstable in their walk with God. When you talk to them
about attending church, they say something like this: “You don’t have to go to church to
be a Christian.” What they are really saying is, “I refuse to be under the authority of a
pastor.” If we refuse to submit to human authority, we sure aren’t going to submit to
God. To have Christ's authority we must be under His authority and be wearing the
badge of authority.

What is the badge of authority we wear that causes the devil to run from us? James 4:7
tells us: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
Submission to God is our badge of authority. It's amazing how some people take parts
of the Bible and leave the others out. Usually when you hear this verse quoted in
church, you only hear “resist the devil and he will flee from you.” You don’t hear the
prerequisite---submission to God. The reason the devil runs from us is because he
sees we're under Christ’'s authority. The reason we are under Christ’'s authority is
because we are submitted to Him. When we are completely submitted to Jesus, the
devil doesn’'t want to confront us because he knows he must then face God and he will
lose. So he runs. But if we try to take authority over Satan in an area of life we have
not completely submitted to God, we are like the person who is impersonating a
policeman. The imposter may look like a policeman but he has no more authority than
any other citizen. While it is critical we truly believe Jesus is God’s Son, died on the
cross for our salvation and rose from the dead, we must also be submitted to His
authority in everything.

Christ’'s badge of authority is actually made up of two elements: humility and
submission. Philippians 2:5-8 tells us Christ voluntarily and humbly laid aside His divine
capacities and privileges, came to earth through the incarnation, accepted suffering,
misunderstanding, ill-treatment and hatred at the hands of cruel men and experienced a
cursed death on the cross. We are to have Christ’'s same humility and submissive
attitude toward God'’s will in our life (Philippians 2:5). First John 5:14-15 states, “This is
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that
we have what we ask of Him” (cross-reference John 14:14). Being submitted to Christ
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and praying in faith according to God’s will and with the desire to glorify God will result
in immediate action from on high (cross-reference Acts 3:16). But as soon as we begin
to manipulate to get something done, we take off our badge of authority and start
operating, like Satan, under illegitimate authority. While the name of Jesus is not some
magic formula, it is just as powerful for the sinner as it is for the Christian. The
difference is demons won’t obey the person who is not totally submitted to Christ (Acts
19:13-18). When you read in Matthew 28:18 where all authority has been given to
Jesus, you need to realize that when you submit to His Lordship, you live under the
highest authority there is in the universe. Equally important is to have Christ’s authority
you must first bring yourself under Christ’s authority. Any area of life where you have
not submitted to King Jesus will fall prey to the usurper, Satan. You have already been
given faith to exercise the authority of Christ. If you hold back in any one area, you do
not have authority in that area.

When we misuse the authority God has delegated to us through Christ or use it for
selfish purposes, we lose that authority. The home is a good example of how authority
works. The husband has the authority as head of the home (Ephesians 5:22-23). The
wife has power but the authority belongs to the husband. But the moment the husband
abuses his God-given authority and begins to intimidate and manipulate his wife, he
gives up his right to be head. If the husband loved his wife as Christ loved the Church,
his wife would willingly submit to his authority. If a husband is treating his wife as Christ
treats the church and she does not submit to him, then she has no spiritual authority
with Christ in that area of her life. Parents have authority over their children because it
is given by God. But when they begin to abuse their children, they change legitimate
authority into illegitimate authority. If children aren’t being respectful to parents and are
not willingly to obey parents, they begin to lose their authority over Satan in that area of
life. Even the authority the government has is delegated authority from God (Romans
13:1). But when the government abuses that authority, they change legitimate authority
to illegitimate authority. One day God will judge America for killing His unborn children.
He will also deal with those ungodly judges and governmental officials who are
promoting immorality. What | am trying to say in this discourse of the study is the
reason some Christians are more effective in spiritual warfare than others is because
they walk in more authority. The reason they have more authority is because they
humbly bring themselves under the only true authority, Christ, in every aspect of life.
The reason some people’s prayers are more effective than others is because they are
more submitted to Christ. Do you know what happens when a Christian who is
completely submissive to Christ prays? Angels perk up so they can get their next
orders.

Tithing is another area where some believers struggle with authority. Who is the true
authority over your finances when you do not tithe? You are, not God. Some believers
have the attitude, “bless God; I've earned it so I'll spend it like | want.” So they tip God
according to how they like or dislike the service. Under the New Covenant Jesus
mediated for believers giving toward God’s kingdom is a privilege! But if you refuse to
tithe, you become king (authority) over your finances. That means it is your job, not
God's, to provide and to keep the devourer, Satan, from taking what you have worked
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hard for. Evangelist Mark Gorman related a story in one of his sermons about a man
who called him long distance to tell him what Mark had prophesied had not come true.
He said, “Brother Mark, when you were at our church you prophesied over me.” “What
did | prophesy?” Mark asked. “You prophesied that God was going to bless my
business and finances were going to be multiplied and all kinds of great things were
going to happen. You wouldn’t believe the finances and blessings that began coming
in. Everything was great. Then the devil began attacking me something fierce. Excuse
me a minute, one of my creditors is coming into the office.” As the man ducks down
behind something, he says to Mark, “Would you pray for my finances?” Mark said,
“Sure,” and began to take authority over the spirit of poverty on the man’s behalf. As he
was praying, the Lord said, “Mark, you don’t have authority in this case. Ask him if he
pays tithes.” Mark stopped praying and asked, “Brother, do you tithe?” There was
silence. Mark says, “Hello, are you there brother?” “Oh, do you mean like now?” asked
the man. “Yeah, now,” replied Mark. “Well, not now,” replied the man.

Do you get it? Until we come under Christ’s authority, the devil just laughs at us. Some
say, “Oh, I'm so thrilled we can loosen on earth and it has to be loosed in heaven.” If
you don’t have any authority, you had better not do any binding or loosing. All you are
going to do is get the devil mad. But if you have true authority through submission, your
word will be obeyed without any threat or manipulation. Acts 19:13-16 is a good
example of what happens when we operate out of our own authority. These guys said
to the demons, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches | command you to come
out” (Acts 19:13). Notice they said, “Whom Paul preaches.” They had seen Paul cast
out demons in Jesus’ name and assumed it would work for them but it didn’t. The
difference between them and Paul was that he was submitted to Jesus and they
weren’t. Big difference! Did the demons come out anyway? Sure they did but they
went right on them! Right name, wrong authority! Submission to God in everything is
our badge of authority. It is the Christian’s way of life!

The reason we aren’t reaching this world for Christ as we should is that we have not
fully submitted our personal lives to God. As a result we don’t have legitimate authority
over the powers of the darkness that roam our planet. If you are totally submitted to
God in every area of life, the minute you speak the name of Jesus through a word of
faith, according to God’s will, it’s done. It's that easy and simple (1 John 5:14-15). God
has willed that Satan be bound for all of eternity (Revelation 20:10). Yet he is still
running loose causing havoc on the planet. Why is that? It is because Satan serves
God’s purposes by giving us choices (Revelation 20:7-9). God wants a tried (tested)
people who, by their own choice, decide to submit and serve Him because they love
Him in spite of what Satan does to them. Husband and wife relationship is a good
example of how authority works. It would have been no big deal if | were the only man
on earth and my wife, Henrietta, chose me. But there was a lot of competition in those
days and she chose me! If Jesus were our only option, there wouldn’t be any choice.
God wants to know you saw both options and chose His Son! Another reason Satan is
still around is God wants to let him know his illegitimate authority will never conquer
Christ’s true authority. And we are His deputy if we are submitted to Him in “every area
of life.
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One final thought. Why did Christ tell the disciples not to tell anyone in Matthew 16:207?
The Apostles were not to share this truth about Jesus being the Son of God with other
people until after His resurrection and ascension. Once the “sign of Jonah” was
completed, the Spirit would be given and the message could be proclaimed. The nation
in general, and certainly the religious leaders in particular, were not yet ready for this
message. Having declared His person, Jesus now declared His work; for the two must
go together. He would go to Jerusalem, suffer and die, and be raised from the dead
(Matthew 16:21-28). Similarly, our authority and work of sharing the good news with
others and exercising authority over sickness and demons go together.

While the greatest need of every individual is salvation from sin and the wrath of God,
which can only be met by no one other than the person of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12), that
does not preclude the need to reach out a helping hand to others who are bound by
demons and sickness and share Christ’s deliverance ministry. An example of this two-
fold ministry of the gospel is found throughout the book of Acts. For example,
immediately following the arrival of the Holy Spirit, Peter openly proclaimed Jesus as
the Christ (Acts 2:1-36). Then in Acts 3, he and John healed a beggar who was
crippled (Acts 3:1-10). However, to enter into Jesus’ deliverance ministry and His
fullness of the Spirit may require you to give up some of the traditions you have been
taught in church especially if your former pastors did not believe Jesus’ deliverance
ministry and authority are for today. While a truly born-again believer in Christ cannot
be totally possessed by a demon, he or she can be held captive by demonic influences
through a stronghold of the flesh. That may be hard to believe, but it's also awful to
think of a born-again believer having cancer but it happens. Whether you call these sick
and wounded people Christians or non-Christians, they need deliverance. Neither
counseling nor preaching will be victorious if their problem is demonic. Deliverance is
only found in Christ. The Lord Jesus accomplished three feats on our behalf when He
died on the cross and rose from the grave. First, Christ provided God with the needed
human sacrifice so we believers could be forgiven and declared righteous by faith
(Romans 1:17; 3:22, 4:4-5; Philippians 3:9). Secondly, Christ canceled out the Mosaic
Law that declared believers sinners and credited us with His righteousness (Romans
4:15; 10:4; Colossians 2:14-15). Paul makes an astounding statement in Romans 4:8:
“Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” Think about it;
not one single sin can be counted against you for eternal punishment as long as you
maintain saving faith in Jesus Christ. The third thing Christ did for us believers was to
empower us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit to live as He did---holy
(Romans 3:21-28; 4:15; 10:4; Colossians 2:14-15; 3:1-4; Galatians 5:16). Fourthly,
Christ came to give us authority over all the power of the enemy.

Where the Battle for Authority is fought
Read Ephesians 2:1- 7. While disobedience to God’s authority is manifested in the
physical realm, the real battle takes place in the spirit realm within the heart and soul of

the believer. Since those who don’t know Christ are spiritually dead without authority to
resist, Satan easily controls them. Not so for the born-again believer in Christ.
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Hebrews 11:3: “For by faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” In other words,
the spiritual realm caused everything that occurs in the physical realm. For example,
while kindness is physically manifested, it does not come from the physical realm. It
comes from the spiritual realm.

Someone once asked, “Why is it that some sinners display the fruit of the Spirit more
than some Christians do?” The answer is we are not robots. God does not take a
person’s rights or will away because they believe in Jesus. The reason some Christians
are living like the world is because they are listening to the wrong voice and following it.
The spirit of lawlessness that promises freedom from godly restraint (2 Peter 2:19) will
be especially prevalent in society and in the church in the last days before Christ comes
again (cross-reference 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:1). God’s moral absolutes will be
considered outdated and mere legalistic restraint to one’s personal autonomy, self-
fulfillment and happiness. As people set themselves up as the ultimate authority, they
become slaves of depravity. Peter states, if you do this, you “fall from your secure
position” (2 Peter 3:17). Cross-reference Galatians 5:4, 19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10;
Romans 8:6-11; Ephesians 5:3-5. The writer of Hebrews has a word for believers who
say there is no consequence for a lifestyle of sin (see Hebrews 6:4-11).

Paul states in Ephesians 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Flesh and blood are but the
weeds, the visible part of the problem. Something deeper (roots), some invisible force
is causing the manifestation. The visible is only a manifestation of what is occurring in
the spiritual realm. When you wrestle against principalities, powers of the darkness,
against the unseen rulers of this world, you are wrestling with the roots, the true cause
of the euvil.

As we’ve seen, there is a difference between having power with God and having the
authority of God. If you bring yourself under the complete authority of Jesus, submit to
His will in every facet of life, sincerely desiring his authority for the right reason, you
have the authority of Christ to heal the sick and cast out demons. In other words, you
can tell the devil where to get off. Not a bad exchange for giving up a hell-bound
lifestyle of sin and following Jesus Christ to heaven.

36



SECTION 3 - THE CHILDREN'S BREAD

Read Matthew 15:21-28 and Mark 7:24-30. There are two views concerning what
Jesus said to the Canaanite woman. One view says it is not right to take a blessing
from God’s people and give it to someone who will subscribe that blessing as having
come from an idol. “She was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia” (Mark 7:26). The
Syrophoenicians were noted for sailing great ships in the Mediterranean Sea. They
placed images of a wolf’'s head on the front of their ships, as they worshipped wolves
and subscribed any blessing as coming from them. In other words, Christ was not
demeaning the woman over her nationality but for her relationship to her idol, the wolf.
Another view says that Christ was indicating that the gospel must be taken first to Israel
(God's children at the time) before it can be spread to the Gentiles. In either case, the
woman responds to Christ in wisdom, perseverance and faith, arguing it is God’s
purpose for Gentiles to receive blessings indirectly when He blesses Israel. The
guestion is what is the “children’s bread” (Matthew 15:26)? There are those who
believe the woman was asking for her daughter to be healed of a sickness. While there
was some kind of illness involved (Matthew 15:28), it was not the root problem. Her real
problem was demonic. Mark 7:30, “She went home and found her child lying on the
bed, and the demon gone.” Thus, | submit the girl's need was deliverance from the
demonic. Proof of this is found in the fact that Christ rewards the mother’s diligent faith
by driving out the demon (Mathew 15:28; Mark 7:30).

“Bread” is also mentioned in Matthew 6:11, in what some call the Lord’s Prayer. That
title, however, does not fit the text itself. It is the Lord’s Prayer in the sense He
presented it, but it is not the Lord’s Prayer in the sense He prayed it for Himself
because it was given to teach Christ’s followers how to pray effective prayers (Matthew
6:9). | like to call this prayer the “Disciples Prayer.” Notice the use of the words “our” or
“us”. That is because no one is exempted. We are the ones in need, not Jesus!

Matthew 6:11: "Give us this day our daily bread.” Some take the word “bread” in this
passage to mean natural bread to feed the physical body. While God promises to take
care of our physical needs (Matthew 6:25-32; Luke 11:3; Philippians 4:19) that
interpretation does not correspond with the rest of Matthew 6. Nor is physical food the
most important aspect of the Christian life. We are told in Matthew 6:25-33 not to be
concerned with physical needs because God has already provided for that aspect of life.
Our greater concerns must be with the spiritual. Matthew 6:13 states, “And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” “Deliver” here means to set free, to
release, as well as to preserve from. “Evil” in the Greek language is a person who
embodies evil. Just as Jesus embodies holiness, Satan embodies evil. Just as Jesus
embodies righteousness, Satan embodies unrighteousness. Just as Jesus embodies
truth, Satan embodies falsehood (John 8:44). Just as Jesus embodies light (John 8:12),
Satan embodies darkness. That being said, Satan is not the opposite of Jesus. Jesus
is the Son of God. And God has no opposite!

John 1:18, in the original text, describes Christ as “the only begotten God.” The concept
expressed by “begotten” does not imply inferiority in any way, but a relationship in which
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the Son eternally proceeds from the Father. Jesus Himself acknowledged His Deity, at
least by inference (John 14:9; 16:28, 17:5, 24). The three Persons (personalities) of the
Godhead are not three gods, nor three separate independent beings. Nor is the Person
of God three parts or expressions of God. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit possess
attributes that can only be true of God. Each member of the Godhead is coequal, co-
eternal, and of one substance. Thus, God reveals himself to us as a single Being
(Deuteronomy 6:4), consisting of three interrelated persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit (Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:22). There are no adequate analogies to aid us in
understanding the mystery of the plurality of God (i.e., Godhead; Tri-unity). For more
information on the plurality of God, see my study, What we Believe.

While Satan is a formidable enemy, he is not the opposite of God. God has no opposite
that is equal to Him in person, power or authority. Satan’s darkness is not the opposite
of God'’s light, but the absence of it. Even in the natural world when light enters,
darkness disappears. There is not enough darkness in the entire universe to put out the
light of one candle! There is only one way to get rid of spiritual darkness when it is
present---bring God into the picture. Satan and his kingdom of darkness must bow
before God and the majesty of His light that shines through Jesus. It was through Christ
that God the Father created and now sustains His creation (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16;
Hebrews 1:2). Thus, Satan is not the opposite of Jesus, the light of the World, but the
absence of the light and life of our Lord (John 1:4-5). Don't think for one minute there is
a raging battle between God and Satan and we are waiting breathlessly to see who
wins. It's not! Satan and his kingdom of darkness must bow before God and the
majesty of His light. Satan is like a worm in comparison to our God (Ezekiel 28:16-19).
When God is through with the devil, He simply has him thrown into the lake of fire for all
of eternity (compare Revelation 20:1-3 with Revelation 20:7-10).

So what is “our daily bread?” | submit the “daily bread” referred to in Matthew 6:11 and
the “children’s bread” mentioned in Matthew 15:26 is one and the same---deliverance
from the evil one, Satan. This corresponds with John 17:15 and 2 Corinthians 2:11.
Luke 4:18, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed...” This passage proclaims
deliverance for every aspect of life, including deliverance from demonic oppression.
Since Christians have God’s nature residing within through the indwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17), they should know that Satan cannot control them,
especially if they follow God’s Word.

All believers are the special object of Satan’s enmity and evil purposes. That is why we
need light and deliverance on a daily basis. We need the light of Christ each day to
guide us around Satan’s schemes. Christ left heaven and entered the condition of
human life through the gateway of human birth (Matthew 1:23) to bring light to a world
that was in darkness.

Apart from Christ, there is no other light by which we may see the truth and be delivered
from Satan and his kingdom of darkness. Isaiah 55:10-11 refers to the daily revelation
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from God through His Word. John makes reference to partaking of Christ (John 6:35),
the Living Word (John 1:1). Reading the Bible and fellowshipping with Christ can be
compared to manna, the daily bread God gave Israel in the wilderness (Exodus 16:31).
Like ancient Israel, we need fresh bread from the Father every day! That is, daily we
need deliverance from the enemy and his scheming ways. Jesus is our deliverance.
Jesus is “our daily bread.” We should be getting our daily strength from Him and
sensing His presence in continued fellowship.

Christianity is not a religion; it's a relationship with God through Christ. Our daily bread
is freedom from flesh, freedom from the evil one and his scheming ways and freedom to
serve God. All this was provided for us through Christ’'s death and resurrection. Why is
this important? When it comes to choosing spiritual life or spiritual death, the human
heart is like the reproducing power of soil (Matthew 13:19). Read Romans 7:23-24.
The word “sin” in the book of Romans should be capitalized for it is personified. It is like
a person. Sin is the embodiment of Satan. Romans 7:20: “...it is no longer | who do it,
but it is Sin living in me that does it.” Galatians 2:20: “It is no longer I...but Christ.”
Here, we have the contrast between “no longer I...but Sin,” and “no longer I...but
Christ.” Romans 6:14: “For Sin shall not be your master...” Romans 7:18: “l know that
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.” The fall of man was basically
Adam receiving Satan into his body.

Satan was no doubt pleased with himself when Adam chose the tree of knowledge over
the tree of life. What Satan failed to realize was that, like a mouse, he had walked into
a trap. You don't try to catch a mouse by running after him. You place something in a
trap the mouse likes. The little critter enters the trap thinking he has succeeded in
getting a delicious meal only to discover he has been trapped. Once the mouse has
been caught, the owner simply picks the mouse up and throws him out of the house.
Satan was like an annoying mouse, running loose in the universe. What the devil failed
to realize was that by enticing Adam, through Eve, to partake of the tree of knowledge
and death, he was actually walking into a trap set by God to get rid of him! Man was the
bait! God used man to imprison Satan in man’s flesh. Hebrews 2:14 tells us that
through the incarnation God took man’s flesh upon Himself, brought that man to the
cross, and put Him to death, destroying Satan along with man’s sinful nature (flesh).
Then, he brought man into resurrection where God and man became one. God can
now enter a person’s spirit when he or she believes in Jesus (Philippians 3:10). If we
have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior, our old nature has been permanently crucified
with Christ (Galatians 2:20). Our part is to leave it there! In addition to trapping Satan
in man’s flesh so it could be brought to the cross, the “tree of the knowledge of good
and evil” was designed to test man’s faith and obedience to God (Genesis 2:16).

Activating the Provision
How do you activate the provision God made for us through His death and resurrection?
Identify the problem and apply the different aspects of Christ to the need. As Jesus

fulfilled all of the different types of the Old Testament sacrifices, He provided for
different needs for humanity through His suffering, death and resurrection.
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Condition of sin: The condition of sin is one in which the person is in a state of sin,
where sin is a normal lifestyle. What part of Jesus are we to use to help someone who
is in this situation? It is the shed blood of Jesus on the cross. First Peter 1:18-19, “For
you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver and gold that you were
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but
with the precious blood of Christ...”

Read 1 John 1:7-10. John is talking about the process of coming to Christ for salvation.
He tells those who claim they have nothing to repent of that they are in denial and
accusing God of lying. God cannot lie (1 John 1:8-10). On the other extreme, however,
are those who confess sin over and over but still remain under its grip. The reason sin
still has a grip on these folks is because they have not let Jesus take them from beneath
the condition of sin.

Until a person’s sin is taken away by the blood of Jesus, he/she cannot be born again
(John 3:3, 6). And until a person is born again, he/she is spiritually dead and incapable
of living a holy life (Ephesians 2:1-3; 5:8). When a person repents and turns to Jesus
for salvation, he/she enters into a personal relationship with God, becomes born of
God's Spirit, (John 3:3, 6) and has his/her conscience cleansed from the condition of sin
(Hebrews 9:1-28; 10:1-4) and set free to serve God. He/she is also empowered by the
indwelling Holy Spirit to live as a holy person and to glorify God (1 Corinthians 6:19).

Before a person can apply the provision of Christ’s shed blood, however, he or she
must first identify the problem. The problem is sin (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6). Only the
shed blood of Jesus can take away sin (1 Peter 1:18-19; John 1:29). Some people try
to lump Christ with Moses, Buddha, Muhammad, and other religious leaders who have
appeared on the world scene. But Jesus is not on the same footing as these so-called
messiahs and religious leaders. He declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father, but by me” (John 14:6, RSV). In a vision, John saw “a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the Lamb [Jesus]...And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!™ (Revelation 7:9-10). All
we have to do to receive God'’s saving grace and be delivered from the condition of sin
is to repent and turn to Jesus. That is the gospel in a nutshell. Salvation rests solely by
repentance (Matthew 4:17; Luke 13:3, 5) and saving faith in the shed blood and person
of Jesus Christ (John 3:16). You can’t have one without the other. Muhammad Ali, the
former heavyweight boxing champion of the world, once asked Reverend Adrian Rogers
(who was witnessing to him), “If you say that Jesus is the Son of God because He was
born of a virgin, wouldn’t that make Adam more the son of God than Jesus because
Adam did not have either a father or mother?” Reverend Rogers replied, “Champ,
Jesus is not the Son of God because He was born of a virgin. He was born of a virgin
because He is the Son of God.” Christ’s primary mission for coming to planet earth was
to seek and save lost sinners (Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15).
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Controlling human nature: What part of Jesus provides for keeping our human nature
(flesh) in check? It is Christ's suffering. Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with
Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” In the spirit realm, the old
carnal human nature (flesh) was nailed to the cross along with Christ when He was
nailed to the cross. Daily applying the suffering of Jesus (discipline) brings about
spiritual control (self-control) that keeps the flesh in check.

While we are all capable of stepping out of grace and sinning we shouldn’t want to or
make a habit of it (1 Corinthians 6:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:21; Ephesians 5:1-
21). Romans 6:11, “...count yourself dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” In
other words, act as if your old human nature doesn’t exist and live by the power of
God's Spirit. Spiritual victory is a natural by-product of knowing experientially we are
one of God’s children (John 1:12) and have biblical authority over all the power of the
enemy (Matthew 10:1; 28:19; Mark 16:17). For many, however, failure to live in the
effortless victorious lifestyle Jesus lived is not due to a shortage of truth, a desire to do
the will of God, or a lack of self-effort, but a lack of faith. First Peter 2:11-12, “Dear
friends, | urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires,
which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day
He visits us.” A godly lifestyle closes the door on Satan and takes his trespass rights
away. Anytime we allow sin to dwell in our bodies, we give Satan legal trespass rights
into our lives.

Galatians 5:16, “So | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
sinful nature.” Living by the power of the Holy Spirit is a must if we are to overcome
Satan’s temptations and schemes. There is no excuse for how the church in the world
today is wavering on its positions on outright sins: adultery, divorce, purity of dress,
language, homosexuality, same-sex marriage, premarital impurity, etc. We simply
agree that “everyone is doing it,” and if we are all least a little more moral than they, we
think we are being lights in a dark world. Satan is there ready to take a believer who
thinks like this captive. You say, “But how can someone who believes in Christ do
things that are clearly against God’s Word and feel it's okay?” It's simple. They have
believed Satan’s lie that a person can choose to enter into a lifestyle of sin and not die
spiritually (Genesis 3:4). He's dead wrong (Genesis 3:7-10; Romans 6:23). Paul states
in 1 Corinthians 9:27: “I beat my body and make it my slave so that after | have
preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” Being disqualified
(Greek adokimos) conveys the idea of “failing the test” or “being rejected.” Paul uses
the same term in 2 Corinthians 13:5, where he states that Christ does not live in any
who “fail the test” (Greek adokimoi). The apostle is not referring to merely the loss of a
ministerial reward. He recognizes the possibility he may fail to get the prize, the
inheritance of final salvation (2 Corinthians 9:25-27). Once a person willfully severs his
relationship with Christ, the benefits of that relationship are severed (Hebrews 4:1-13).
Since we can’t see inside a person, it is only through observation that we can determine
whether he/she is in right standing with God or not. The person’s lifestyle of godliness
or ungodliness is a witness to the person’s character (Matthew 15:11). Furthermore,
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salvation through the shed blood of Jesus is more than just a verbal decision; it is a
process of the heart that begins with repenting of sin.

Repentance is not just being sorry for sin. A lot of people feel sorry for their sin but
choose to continue living that way. Repentance is also more than hating sin. While we
need a greater hatred of sin in the body of Christ today, a person can hate his sin but
still do it. Neither is repentance being convicted of sin. There are those who are
convicted by the Holy Spirit of sin but choose to remain unchanged because they love
their sin more than Christ (John 14:15).

You say, “What's your point?” My point is repentance is more than just recognizing and
feeling bad about a lifestyle of sin. It is recognizing our hopeless condition of sin,
turning from that sinful lifestyle, accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior and then following
our Lord in holiness and purity. We must be careful we don’t misunderstand what Paul
said and make grace a law and use it as a license (permission or excuse) to sin (2 Peter
3:16). Paul states, “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer” (Romans 6:1-
2). In other words, how can we who have been made righteous not live righteous lives?
Paul seems stunned that an alternative would even exist! The bottom line is that the
union of sincere believers with Christ in His death and resurrection will result in freedom
from the dominion of sin.

For demons: If a believer in Christ has tried discipline but still has an overwhelming
power driving him or her in some area of life, look at the possibility of demonic influence
and/or control. Which part of Christ takes care of demons? It is the name of Jesus.
See Mark 16:17. The only way to drive out a demon is to command it to leave in Jesus’
name. Again, identify the problem and then apply that aspect of Jesus to that area.

Do not get off balance. Use the whole counsel of God when dealing with problems and
hindrances to a person’s spiritual walk and, in that balance, don’t rule out demonic
involvement when searching for answers to spiritual problems. Many times, however,
the real problem is sinful works of the flesh and not demons. Deal with this area first. If
the sin habit doesn’t disappear, then look at the possibility of demonic influence. The
sin problem will not go away until you get to the root cause, whatever it might be, and
apply the appropriate provision of Christ to that area of life. There are those who say,
“Well, I'll just starve demons out.” You don’t starve demons out; you cast them out in
Jesus’ name. Deal with the obstacle according to the provision Christ left us. Nowhere
in Scripture are we told to cast out the flesh. Nowhere in Scripture are we told to crucify
demons. If itis a condition of sin, confess, repent and be cleansed by the blood of
Jesus. Ifitis flesh, reckon it dead by the cross and take control of that area of your life.
If the problem is demonic, rebuke the demon and drive it out by the name of Jesus.
How can we know which is which? It is by looking at the need.

Simple repentance will take care of it if the person has committed a one time sin. If the

problem is a condition of sin (unsaved), have the person confess his/her sins, repent
and apply the blood of Jesus. This will not only bring them into a saving knowledge of
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Jesus, but it will also bring cleansing to their soul (1 John 1:9). They will be different on
the inside which will bring about a change on the outside.

However, if a demon is keeping someone from coming to Christ for salvation, it will have
to be driven out before the person is capable of making a decision for salvation. Also
look at the possibility of demonic involvement if you are dealing with a Christian who
has tried to exercise spiritual control but is still repeating the same sin over and over
(i.e., the sin has become a habit or pattern). You say, “But | thought Christians couldn’t
be demon possessed?” They can'’t, but like a puppet on a string, they can be controlled
by demons through their old human nature. Don’t come for deliverance unless you are
willing to deal with the flesh. See Spiritual Warfare Part | for more information on
dealing with the sin nature of man.

SECTION 4 — EXORCISM

Where have all the demons described in the New Testament gone? | can tell you
where they have gone; they have systemically infiltrated what used to be civilized
societies. Once a biblically oriented society, the U.S.A. is nothing more than a haven
for demons. Our morally-depraved society is proof of that.

As we’ve already seen, the authority to exorcise demons is part of the believer’s
commission to go and make disciples (Matthew 10:1; 28:19; Mark 16:15-17). We saw
in Mark 6:12 where the apostles drove out many demons and anointed many sick
people with oil and healed them. We also read the testimony of the seventy other
disciples who said demons were subject to them in the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17).
Then we read in Mark 16:15-18 where that “same” authority is delegated by Christ to all
of His followers. We do not need to ask for what is already given. The following steps
are provided to aid you in piercing Satan’s kingdom of darkness and delivering people
of demon possession.

Step 1: Walk in truth (John 8:32). Demons know if you are a hypocrite or not. You
have absolutely nothing to worry about when confronting a demon if you are a truly
born-again believer in Christ (1 John 3:4).

Step 2: Believe you have authority over Satan and his kingdom of darkness (Ephesians
1:18-23, Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-18, Luke 10:19, Revelation 12:11). Don’t
attempt exorcisms unless you truly believe you have authority over the demonic. They
will know it if you don't.

Step 3: When dealing with multiple demons, only deal with the lead demon. Always go
directly to the top. Don’t waste your time on receptionist demons. Ask Jesus to appoint
a spokesperson for the group and refuse to talk with middle demons or other
representatives. Command that all demons in the entire hierarchy be included in the
commands given. E.g., “I command the spirit that the Lord Jesus appoints to be the
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spokesperson for all demons present.” Whomever Jesus selects will move to the
highest rank. After all He has total authority over the demonic realm (Matthew 28:18).

Step 4: Command all spirits under the authority of the controlling demon in the
hierarchy to be bound together to the controlling demon and that all directives given to
the one in authority be applied to all demons present. Preface all commands with an “If
then” or “either or” statements. l.e., “If you lie, then you are willfully defying the name,
authority and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.” “Either you speak the truth or you are
willfully choosing to defy the name of Jesus,” etc.

Step 5: Avoid asking demons for information unless you are highly skilled and
knowledgeable in spiritual warfare and have a need for more information. The general
rule is demons always lie! Deal only with the demon appointed by Jesus to be the
spokesperson. Bind all other demons to this head demon. Always give clear and direct
parameters for demons to manifest or speak:

“You will only manifest according to what the Lord Jesus allows.”

“You will not cause bodily harm, mental pain or unruly behavior in this person.”
“You will only speak if the Lord Jesus has something for you to report or reveal.
You will speak with respect and will not use profanity. Should you do otherwise,
you willfully defy the name of Jesus.”

“You will not manifest (present) through any part of this person’s personality or
humanity but will remain isolated in your true evil form.”

If you choose to violate any of these commands, or others | give, you will be in
direct defiance of the Lord Jesus Christ and will answer to Him directly.”

Step 6: Command demons return what they have stolen from the possessed person.
For example, demand the demon return all parts of the person’s mind. This is
extremely important for those who have been traumatized. The devil is a thief and a
robber (John 10:10a). So are his demon helpers.

Step 7: Command all unholy bonds be broken (l.e., one-flesh bonds, sex outside of
marriage, traumatic bonds, emotional bonds, soul ties, etc.).

Step 8: Command the demon and/or demons to come out of the person in the name of
Jesus. If demons refuse to come out immediately, command them to tell you why they
believe they have a legal right to remain in the person’s mind. For example, “I
command you in Jesus’ name to tell me what right you think you have to be in this
person...If you lie, you will be willfully defying the Lord Jesus,” etc. Deal with their
response. If still no response, ask the Lord Jesus to reveal where the deceptive
stronghold is located. Go to that area and deal with it. After the person has been
healed or delivered in that area, call the demon back into manifestation and ask if it
believes it has any other rights to remain. If so, repeat the process. It is not a good
idea to engage in a two-way dialogue with demons for any length of time. Jesus simply
“drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick” most of the time (Matthew
8:16). On occasions He would ask demons their names but never carried on a
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conversation with them. He simply cast them out without letting them speak to Him.
We would be wise to follow Christ’'s example. Here are some reasons some demons
are more difficult to expel than others:

The person being delivered may still be deceived by a lie.
You are dealing with multiple wills of disassociation.

The demons are highly invested (deep rooted).

The person may be permitting them to stay.

They may be connected to unrighteous bonds or soul ties.
They may be connected to willful choices.

It may be due to lack of warfare skill and knowledge.

Step 9: Have the delivered person take measures to prevent the demon from coming
back in. Luke 11: 24-26, “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid
places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house | left.
When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order.” Then it goes and takes
seven other spirits more wickedly than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final
condition of that man is worse than the first.” The point of this passage is made clear in
its parallel in Matthew 12:43-35 that deliverance is not a cure-all. In conversion and
salvation (John 3:3) believers must not only be delivered from sin and Satan, but they
also must commit themselves to radical obedience, prayer, righteousness, the Word
and being filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; Romans 8). You see, after conversion,
Satan’s power does not end but continues as a never-ceasing menace (Luke 22:31;
Matthew 6:13). There is safety from sin and Satan only by full commitment to Christ
and by using all the means of grace available through Christ (Ephesians 6:11).
Believers who have been delivered from the demonic but have not completely
renounced sin or opened their lives to the Spirit of God are inviting the evil sprits to
come back with renewed power.

SECTION 5 —-THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER

This section is added for two reasons. First to assure you God will protect you from the
devil while you do spiritual warfare. For Satan will try to come against you with
everything he has once you begin doing spiritual warfare and exercising the authority
Christ left you. He will even try to get you to doubt your own salvation when you fail.
You will fail and make mistakes; we all do. The important thing is to remain secure in
Christ.

The other purpose for this section is to help you not judge others. You'll run into all
kinds of situations when you do spiritual warfare. You’'ll say to yourself how can that
person even be saved. Be careful judging someone else’s soul. That's not your call.
Your call is to make disciples and do spiritual warfare, first for yourself and then on
behalf of others. It's God’s job to do the judging. Don’t take on His role! Paul said, “I
care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, | do not even judge
myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who
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judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes.
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s
hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God” (1 Corinthians 4:2-5).

John 17:11-12, “I will remain in the world no longer; but they are still in the world, and |
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you
gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. While | was with them, | protected
them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the
one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”

Notice the disciples (except for Judas, who was ordained in eternity past to allow his evil
nature to be used for God’s purposes) had been guarded against being lost before the
Holy Spirit came. Jesus said, “I protected them and kept them safe by that name you
gave me” (John 17:12). We know from scripture the disciples were anything but sinless.
Far from it! There were times when the world around them would stand in amazement
they called themselves Christians. And old Peter led the pack. Jesus knew in advance
Peter would deny he even knew Him (Matthew 26:31-34). Typical to human nature,
Peter replied, “Even if | have to die with you, | will never disown you” (Matthew 26:35).
When the moment of truth came, old Pete did just what the Lord said he would do.
Jesus, in eternity past, knew of Simon’s desertion. Jesus knew two things about Peter.
He knew Peter needed to be humbled and He knew Peter needed more compassion for
sinners if he was going to ever be used the way he needed to be used. That is why the
Lord prayed for him. As Peter rebelled, Jesus prayed, and Jesus waited.

Of course Peter wasn’t the only one who deserted Jesus in His hour of need. All of the
disciples deserted the Lord. Were they lost at that time? No. While they had sinned,
they were not lost. John 17:12b: “None has been lost except the one doomed to
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.” Cross-reference John 21:15-21. Until
Jesus went to send the Spirit, He had “kept” Satan from taking eternal life from these
eleven men. You say, “But | know a preacher who went astray,” or “I know a deacon
who messed up his life.” Yes, but read Matthew 26:69-75. Jesus said, “Whoever
acknowledges me before men, | will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.
But whoever disowns me before men, | will disown him before my Father in heaven”
(Matthew 10:32-33). Peter didn’t disown Jesus once, he did it three times! Yet, after
His resurrection, Jesus called Peter to His side and commissioned him to feed and look
after His flock (John 21:15-17). No, they did not yet possess the Holy Spirit, but that
proves the point even more. Until the time when the Spirit would become our eternal
guard, protecting our eternal status, Jesus took the responsibility for the eleven.

Those on this side of the cross are protected and taken care of by Father God through
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. “Having believed, we have been marked in
Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory”
(Ephesians 1:13-14). You say, “The reason the eleven were still guaranteed “eternal”
life is because they were faithful.” Give me a break. Not one of these “super apostles”
even stood by Jesus in His hour of need. Not one. No, Jesus had “kept” them. Now,
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He was giving them (and us) over to the Father, so the Father could “keep” them, and
us, safe through the power of His Spirit.

Jesus was holding His followers firmly in His precious hands, soon to be marred by the
print of nails, than handing them over to the Father’'s hands where no one could destroy
or take eternal life from them. What | am saying is that no one fell through the cracks!
Christ didn’t drop any of them in the handoff. You say, “What about Judas?” Judas was
never one of His (John 17:12). But all who were His, and all who ever would be His,
were given eternal life when they accepted Him as Lord and Savior and are kept safe
from the evil one while on planet earth. You say, “What if God allows Satan to bring a
disease upon my body or destroys my finances, etc.” So what? He can't steal your
salvation, can He? Not according to what Jesus said here in John 17.

If you are born again, you have God’s mercy, grace, love, holiness, and yes, His eternal
nature, resident within you until you choose differently. That's what the security of the
believer means. ltis all about God’s sufficiency and your believing it (Romans 8:1).
Paul states in Romans 8:38-38, “For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Ephesians 1: 13b-14, “Having believed, you were
marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession---to the praise of
His glory” (my emphasis).

Many of our arguments about the security of the believer are based on experiences with
people who made a statement of faith and then went into rebellion to the very name of
God and, in particular, to the holiness of God. Yes, a person can become an apostate if
he chooses to do so (Hebrews 3:7-19; 6:4-6; 10:26-31; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Acts 1:25;
Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:4; 1 Timothy 1:18-20). But there is only one unpardonable
sin spoken of in the Bible: blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. All other sins are
forgivable. The sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is committed when the
stubbornness (hardening) against God reaches a certain point, determined only by God,
when the Spirit will no longer deal with the person. Someone who has gone beyond
redemption does not care if he or she is saved or not. That person would certainly not
be interested in anything that has to do with God, including attending church, listening to
a gospel song, message, etc. The very fact the backslider still feels guilty when he/she
breaks one of God’'s commandments and recognizes the need to be saved indicates
God is still dealing with him/her. The point of no return is on his/her part, not God’s!
Besides, as we’'ve seen with Peter, one sin does not cause a believer to be kicked out
of God’s kingdom. God did not make us robots. We are all capable of stepping out of
grace and sinning. Paul stated in 1 Timothy 1:15, "Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom |
am the worst." As long as the person is breathing and recognizes his/her need for
redemption, it's never too late to repent. We do not continue to receive mercy because
we deserve it. We continue to receive mercy because an eternal God placed His
eternal Spirit in our temporal body and guaranteed us an inheritance which is
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imperishable, undefiled, and which is reserved in heaven for you, kept or protected by
His power (1 Peter 1:4).

John 10:27-28, “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of
my Father’s hand. | and the Father are one.” Never perish. No one shall snatch them,
no one. Why not? They would have to be stronger than our heavenly Father to do that.
And that’s not possible. Whoever belongs to Jesus belongs to the Father. Whoever
belongs to the Father belongs to Jesus (John 17:10). Added to this is the indwelling
presence of God’s eternal Spirit, which is God’s down payment on what awaits us in
heaven (Ephesians 1:13-14). Romans 8:26, “The Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groans that words cannot express.” God the Spirit is maintaining our relationship with
the Father. Our job is to remain in Christ and produce spiritual fruit.

Jesus said in John 15, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the Gardener. He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes
so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the Word | have
spoken to you. Remain in Me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me... If
anyone does not remain in Me, He is like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. (John 15:1-4, 6). As long
as we remain in Christ no one can take us out of His Father’s hands, including Satan.
The devil would like us to think he can, but he’s a liar.

In John 17:11, Jesus asked His Father to “protect” us. To keep is “to protect, to guard
against harm, to garrison about, to take care of.” The word “protection” or “keep” has its
origins in the design of the ancient French and English castles. The “keep” was the
strongest fortification of the compound and the final place of resort in case of siege or
attack. Here the most valiant warriors would make their last stand when all else had
been lost. A keep was built to be impregnable to the enemy. And every architectural
scheme was used to maintain absolute security. Though no manmade keep was ever
100% secure, it was always the safest place to be. God has a “keep” that is 100%
secure. That Keep is Jesus. Stay in Jesus and you never have shipwrecked faith (1
Timothy 1:18-20). When you said “yes” to Jesus and exchanged your life for His, He
placed you in that “keep” and gave to you “eternal” life: life that is unending,
imperishable, unfading and unchanging. The enemy may bombard the gates of the
structure with all his ammunition. The doors may seem to move. The windows may
rattle. The tower may sway to and fro. But the edifice stands. It is secure. No one is
able to take us out of the “keep” of the Almighty. If you were to serve God faithfully for
ten thousand years, you would deserve it no more then as you do today. You are notin
the keep because you deserve to be there. You will not remain in the keep because
you deserve to remain there. When you made Christ Lord of your life, a loving,
omnipotent God put you there and gave you that aspect of His character known as His
eternal nature. As long as God’s eternal life is resident within you, you shall never
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perish (John 3:16). No one who remains in the keep perishes. No one! See my study
on Completing the Glory Cycle for more information on the security of the believer.

Conclusion

Our mandate is clear. In the power of the Holy Spirit and under Christ’s authority, we
are to pierce Satan’s kingdom of darkness and bring deliverance to hurting and lost
souls. This includes those who are bound by demons (Matthew 10:7-8; Isaiah 58:6;
John 20:21). Those preachers who say casting out demons and healing the sick
through the authority of Jesus’ name applied only to the 12 apostles (Luke 9:1) are
wrong. What about Luke 10:1-20 and Mark 16:15-17? Besides, who are the demon-
possessed people committing the atrocities we read in our newspapers going to turn to
for help---to secular professionals (i.e., medical doctors, psychiatry, counselors)? Even
if secular professionals believed in divine deliverance, which they don't, they don’t have
answers for demon possession. You know who these Satan-bound people are going to
turn to? They are going to turn to God’s people. What are we going to give them when
they come to us---a sermon and pep talk? | hope not. We must take them to Jesus.

Believing you have Christ’s authority to witness, cast out demons and heal the sick is
extremely important. For once you begin to carry out Christ’'s redemptive mission and
exercise your God-given authority over the demonic, you will face evil cosmic and
earthly powers which will oppose you and harass you. No matter. None of them will be
greater than our Lord’s authority, power and wisdom in you (Matthew 10:7-8; John 15-
17; Acts 16:6-7; Romans 8-9; Galatians 4:6).

Christ gives us His authority so we can help others who have been taken captive by the
kingdom of darkness. The only requirement is to maintain balance in our life and
ministry. After returning from their witnessing ministry with joy, the seventy disciples
said to Jesus, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name” (Luke 10:17).
Instead of rebuking them for arrogance, Jesus affirmed their words. After declaring the
fall of Satan, which was evidently directly connected to their ministry (Luke 10:18),
Jesus declared, “I have given you authority to trample on snakes [interesting in light of
Genesis 3:1-4] and scorpions [Revelation 9:1-11], and over all the power of the enemy;
nothing will harm you” (Luke 10:19). It is clear from this statement that the authority
(exousia in the Greek) delegated to believers by Jesus is greater than the power of the
enemy. The only caution laid upon the seventy by Jesus was to maintain balance in
their life, ministry, and priorities (Luke 10:20). This we must do as well. Exorcism
always occurs under the authority of Jesus and in the power of His name (Matthew
28:18-20; Mark 16:17).

49



Questionnaire
Spiritual Warfare, Part I, Dealing with the Demonic

In the pursuit of a course of this nature much scripture must be read. Itis
recommended that you read the assigned scripture before reading the explanatory
material in the study course. Certainly, the student hardly needs the exhortation to read
prayerfully. The Bible is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written.
That is because the Holy Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).

It is also recommended that you read through an entire section before answering

the questions provided in the workbook. The value of reading with continuity is that we
discern the central line of thought, the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the
understanding of other scriptures related to it. Questions have been prepared following
each section to help you grasp the “meat” of the study. It is important that you
completely read through each section before answering these questions.

Section 1 — Understanding the Enemy
1. Spiritual warfare began when Satan rebelled against God’s authority and managed

to get a third of the angels to join him in rebellion. This dualism created a state of
cosmic-earthly conflict or

2. Find out what Satan is like and you'll discover what demons are like.
___True __ False

3. Revelation 20:2 ascribes four names to the archenemy of our soul. What do these
names tell us about the archenemy of our soul?

4. The enemy of our soul has an arsenal of weapons at his disposal to use against
believers in Christ. Which four did the study present?

Rifle; pistol; missile; aircraft.

Government; U.N.; greedy people; thieves

Deception; scripture; fear; timing.

None of the above.

apop

5. There is one devil but many demonic spirits. __ True ___ False
6. While God did not consider the origin of demons sufficiently important to completely

clarify this question in His Word, He did, speak clearly concerning the characteristics
of demons. __ True __ False
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7. Which is correct?

a. Demons are not submissive to Christ but they do have to obey Him.

b. Because demons were forced to obey Christ does not mean they were submitted
to Him.

c. When you minister to someone who is possessed, the demon will not submit to
you, but the evil spirit will have to obey you if you are submitted to Christ and
command it to come out in the name of Jesus and believe it will happen.

d. All of the above

8. While demon possession may not always be easily recognized, it is usually involved
in a sudden and severe onset of personality disturbance. True False

9. Which is correct?
a. While demon possession may not always be easily recognized, it is usually
involved in a sudden and severe onset of personality disturbance.
b. Demon possession is frequently present in those involved in divination,
occultism, and magic.
c. Demon possession is often found among idol worshippers.
d. All of the above.

10. Theologians agree that a Christian can be demon possessed.
___True __ False

11.Remaining separate from the world does not mean we can have absolutely nothing
to do with non-Christians. __ True ___ False

12.We should associate with people in the world for the purpose of winning them over
to Jesus...
a. Without spending too much money.
b. Without compromising biblical values.
c. Without revealing we are Christians.
d. Without ever witnessing to them of Christ’s saving grace.

13. A closer look at what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 reveals he is talking about
separating ourselves from the of people, not the people themselves.

14.An ongoing debate among Christians is whether the devil is on the earth or in
heaven and can he dwell in Christians or only in unbelievers? The devil is in...
a. Spiritual darkness.
b. In heaven.
c. Inlight.
d. Inhell.
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Section 2 — Kingdom Authority

1. After telling believers He has all authority, Jesus commissioned His followers to go
throughout the world and make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). Theologians call this
the...

a. Great Commission
b. Millennium Reign
c. Callto be saved.
d. All of the above.

2. This is our authority from Christ to enter other cultures and tell people about Him. It
is also our authority over demons. __ True False

3. Which is correct?

a. Proof Christians today have authority over Satan’s kingdom of darkness is found
in the fact it was not only given to the twelve apostle (Luke 9:4) but also to the
seventy other disciples (Luke 10:19).

b. When Paul drove a demon out of a girl in Acts 16, he followed the exact pattern
of deliverance ministry practiced by the twelve apostles and seventy disciples.

c. Casting out demons is part of the Great Commission.

d. All of the above is true.

4. The authority of Christ has nothing to do with your position in church, but your

5. What is Christ’s purpose for giving His followers authority over demons?
a. So we will have victory in our own life.
b. So we can be credible withesses and glorify Him.
c. So we can help people.
d. All of above is true.

6. What is our badge of authority?
a. Being a member of the Assemblies of God church.
b. Saying we are a Christian.
c. Using the name of Jesus.
d. Being submitted to Jesus in every area of life.

7. Christ's badge of authority is actually made up of two elements. What are they?
and

8. When we misuse the authority God has delegated to us through Christ or use it for
selfish purposes, we lose that authority. _ True ___ False

52



9. While a truly born-again believer in Christ cannot be totally possessed by a demon,
he or she can be held captive by demonic influences through a stronghold of the
flesh. _ True __ False

10. Where is the battle for authority fought?

11. The visible is only a manifestation of what is occurring in the spiritual realm. When
you wrestle against principalities, powers of the darkness, against the unseen rulers of
this world, you are wrestling with the roots, the true cause of the evil. True False

12. If you bring yourself under the complete authority of Jesus, submit to His will in
every facet of life, sincerely desiring his authority for the right reason, you have the
authority of Christ to heal the sick and cast out demons.

___True __ False

Section 3 — The Children’s Bread

1. The “daily bread” referred to in Matthew 6:11 and the “children’s bread” mentioned in
Matthew 15:26 are one and the same. What are they?

2. The way we activate the provision of deliverance Christ provided for us through His
suffering, death and resurrection is to identify the problem and apply the difference
aspects of Christto the need. ___ True ___ False

3. What part of Jesus is a person to use for the condition of sin?

a. His name

b. His suffering

c. His blood

d. None of the above.

4. What part of Jesus provides for keeping our human nature (flesh) in check?
a. His blood
b. His suffering
c. His name
d. None of the above.

5. What part of Jesus are we to use for casting out demons?
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His blood

His suffering

His name

None of the above

apop

. What is the “daily bread” referred to in Matthew 6:11 and the “children’s bread”
mentioned in Matthew 15:267?

a. God’s providing for our physical needs.

b. Itis deliverance.

c. Money to buy food with.

d. None of the above.

. Which is correct?

a. All believers are the special object of Satan’s enmity and evil purposes.
b. Daily we need Christ’s guiding light.

c. Daily we need deliverance from the enemy and his scheming ways.

d. All of the above is true.

. Which is true?

a. Satan’s darkness is the opposite of Jesus and His light and life.

b. Satan’s darkness is not the opposite of God'’s light but the absence of it.

c. Satan is not the opposite of Jesus, the light of the World, but the absence of the
light and life of our Lord (John 1:4-5).

d. B and C above are correct.

. Our daily bread is freedom from flesh, freedom from the evil one and his scheming
ways and freedom to serve God. All this was provided for us through Christ’'s death
and resurrection. ___ True ___ False

10.How do you activate the provision God made for us through His death and

resurrection?
Section 4 — Exorcism
. We do not need to ask for what is already given! True False

. Which of the ten steps for deliverance do you think is most critical?

. Deliverance is not a cure-all. We must take measures to prevent the sinful habit,
and or demon, from coming back in. True False.
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Section 5 — The Security of the Believer
. If we are not careful, Satan can steal our salvation. True False

. If you are born again, you have God’s mercy, grace, love, holiness, and yes, His
eternal nature, resident within you until you choose differently. That's what the
security of the believer is all about. True False

. Security of the believer is all about...

a. Never making a mistake.

b. Church membership.

c. Following the creed of our church.

d. God’s sufficiency and your believing it (Romans 8:1).

. There is only one unpardonable sin. What is it?
a. Homosexuality

b. Premarital sex

c. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit

d. Adultery

. As long as we remain in Christ no one can take us out of His Father’s hands,
including Satan. True False
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STOP!
Complete
questionnaire
prior to
checking
answers.

Answer Sheet

Spiritual Warfare, Part I, Dealing with the Demonic
Section | — Understanding the Enemy

spiritual warfare
T

He is an evil creature with one purpose in mind: to defeat God’s people, using every
means possible.
c

True

True

d

True

. d

10.False

11.True

12.b

13.sins

14.a

wN e

©CooNOOA

Section 2 — Kingdom Authority

a

True

d

position in Him,

d

d

humility and submission

True

. True

0.While disobedience to God’s authority is manifested in the physical realm, the
real battle takes place in the spirit realm within the heart and soul of the believer
(see Ephesians 2:1-7).

11. True

12.True

PBOooNoOrWNE
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Section 3 — The Children’s Bread

=

Our daily bread is the freedom from flesh, freedom from the evil one and freedom to
follow Jesus.
True

. True

0.ldentify the problem and apply the different aspects of Christ to the need. As Jesus
fulfilled all of the different types of the Old Testament sacrifices, He provided for
different needs for humanity through His suffering, death and resurrection.

BHOONDOAWN
coocooTOo

Section 4 - Exorcism

True
While they are all important, steps one and two are critical.
True

wN e

Section 5 — The Keep
False
True
d
True
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' Strong’s #4,567; #7,854.

" Strong'’s # 4,567.

" The Full Life Study Bible, NIV, International Bible Society, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
MI, footnote to Isaiah 62, page 985.

Y Full Life Study Bible, page 1,918.
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