Self-Study Courses through Niceville Assembly of God

Distance learning and self-study are among the most dynamic and fastest-growing educational strategies in
colleges and churches across America. Though different from traditional classroom study methodology, the
goal is the same: to guide students through a systematic approach to spiritual formation.

This course has been carefully written and prepared so that you may experience intellectual and personal
growth in the convenience of your home and at your own pace. Do not expect home study to be an easy
shortcut to learning; it requires high motivation and self-discipline, since there are no prearranged class
times. If you follow the process faithfully, however, your investment of valuable time will pay rich dividends in
increased understanding and spiritual growth!

To assist students in grasping the concepts presented in self-study courses, a qualified Course Advisor is
available to answer any questions you may have and to help guide you through the materials. Simply e-mail
your questions or comments about course content to dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com. Your question(s) will
receive prompt attention by your Course Advisor!

Suggestions for Studying

You cannot study the Bible as though it were just another book. Those who wrote it were inspired by the Holy
Spirit, so you need the Holy Spirit to illuminate its truth to your heart and mind. With an open Bible, the Holy
Spirit, a textbook, and a study guide, you're in the classroom of the Holy Spirit. As a student of the Holy
Spirit, you'll achieve the goal of this course--anointed learning. Here are some study tips:

1. Set aside quiet and regular times for your study. Concentration is easier if you turn your mind to your
studies at the same time each day.

2. Pray as you begin each study session. Ask the Lord to help you understand the material and make
appropriate application to your life.

3. Look over the lesson objectives and the questions at the back of this workbook prior to reading each
section.

4. Read through the lesson. Look up scripture references and take any notes that may be helpful. You may
want to highlight pages or take notes in the margins as specific points make an impression on you.

5. Close the book and try to think through the main points. Think about what you've learned and seek ways
to apply it in your personal life, in discussion with family and friends, in a Bible lesson, etc.

6. Answer the study questions in the back of the workbook. To get the most out of this study, be sure to use
the manual properly. Don’t simply turn to the section designated and search only for the answer, leaving
the rest of the valuable material unread.

7. Take your time. No bell will ring to force you to move on to new material.

Make good use of reference tools, such as a study Bible, a comprehensive concordance, and a Bible
dictionary. An up-to-date English dictionary will help you understand words that may be unfamiliar.

9. If you have access to the internet, you may want to use online resources such as
http://mww.biblegateway.com/, http://www.bible.org/, http://www.e-sword.net/.

10. Email any questions you may have concerning this course and its contents to
dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com. Please indicate which course you are taking and the specific page
number(s) which is/are in question.

11. When you have completed all study questions, you may check your answers against the answer key in
the back of the workbook. Don't “cheat”! Remember, the only person you will be cheating is yourself!



Personal Goals and Progress

Learning Goal
From this course | hope to be able to:

Study Goal

| plan to schedule the following time(s) for study:

Monday: Friday:

Tuesday: Saturday:
Wednesday: Sunday:
Thursday: Hours per Week:
Progress

Date Course Started:

Date Course Completed:

Personal Commitment

| hereby submit myself to the Holy Spirit and commit myself to becoming the person God created me to be.

Signature Date



Faith, the Making of a Miracle *
Course Syllabus Niceoitle

Description

This is a hard hitting study on how to receive from God. Some years ago, an evangelist
was ministering to four people in wheelchairs. They were sitting side by side on the front
row of the church. The evangelist went over and in a quiet voice said, “Arise and walk in
Jesus’ Name!” They all got up and walked, except for the fourth one. “I can’t walk,” the
lady said. “The others couldn’t walk either,” the evangelist pointed out, “but they did.” The
woman replied, “I know they did, but | can’'t walk. | haven’t walked in years. | can’t walk.”
The evangelists had to walk away and leave her sitting there, still in unbelief. This poor
woman was in hope not faith. Faith says, “It's mine — | have it now!” Hope says, “lll get it
sometime.”

Objectives

When it comes to receiving what you need from God, the principles of faith are the same
in any area, whether your need is the baptism in the Holy Spirit, healing, an answer to
prayer, or finances. This study course is designed to teach you those principles of faith so
you can receive what you need from God.



Faith, the Making of a Miracle *

(Niceville Assembly of God, Niceville, Florida)
Niceoitle
(Boyce A. Teas) N

(Except otherwise noted, all Scripture is taken from the New International Version of the Bible.)
Section | - Faith, the Way to Please God

Read Hebrews11. According to verse 5, the act of faith is what distinguished those of old
and set them above the crowd. The reason Enoch was translated to heaven without
experiencing death was because he pleased God. Even though his grandson Noah did a
wonderful thing by believing God and building the ark, he did not have the testimony of
pleasing God as Enoch did. How did Enoch please God? Verse 6 tells us. It was
because he believed God. God is not suggesting we have faith. He says we must
demonstrate faith if we want to please Him.

Why is faith such a big deal with God? It hurts Him when His children fail to believe Him.
There is purpose behind everything God says. He doesn’t just say something because it
sounds good. When God says He’s going to do something, He’s going to do it.
Furthermore, He is more than able to do everything He says He’'ll do. Thus, faith is critical
to everything we receive from God. First, we must believe in the existence of a personal,
infinite, holy God who cares for us. Second, we must believe that God will reward us
when we earnestly seek Him, knowing that our greatest reward is the joy and presence of
God Himself. He is our shield and our very great reward (Genesis 15:1; Deuteronomy
4:19; Matthew 7:7-8; John 14:21). Third, we must diligently seek God and earnestly
desire His presence and His grace. Nothing pleases God as a steadfast faith in all that He
is and promises to do.

As you read through Hebrews 11, you may have noticed something peculiar. The writer
never provides us with a definition of faith. He simply describes how faith works! Let's
examine some modern translations of Hebrews 11:1 and see if we can come up with a
definition of faith. The Living Bible: “What is faith? It is the confident assurance that
something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting
for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.” Moffatt’s translation: “Now faith means
that we are confident of what we hope for, convinced of what we do not see.” The New
English Bible: “Faith gives substance to our hopes.” The New International Version:
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

So what is faith? Faith is the assurance you will receive what you ask for when you ask
for it. Itis basically the guarantee from God that the thing for which you have fondly hoped
is at last yours. You hope for finances to meet the obligations you have; faith gives you
the assurance you'll have the money when you need it. You hope for physical strength to
do the job you must do; faith says, “I can do everything through Him who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:13).



Where does faith come from? Faith grows out of the Word of God (Romans 10:17). Faith
says the same thing the Word of God says. Unbelief, on the other hand, is taking sides
against God and His Word. Every believer in Christ has faith (Romans 12:3). If they didn’t
they would not be a believer!

Before getting into the study, let’s look at the difference between hope and faith. There is
a difference. Some people always believe God is going to do something for them, but
never experience it. That is hope, not faith. If it's not now, its not faith! Faith believes
God has done and is doing. Faith sees it done in the spirit realm before it materializes in
the physical realm. One time a man came up to the Rev. Kenneth Hagin to be prayed for
to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Rev. Hagin asked, “Will you receive now as | lay
my hands on you and pray?” “Well, Brother Hagin,” he answered, “I sure hope so.”
Brother Hagan replied, “You won’t! You don’t receive from God through hope; it's by faith
that you receive.” The man came back with, “I don’t know whether I’'m going to receive or
not, so I'm just not going to say | am.” Brother Hagan said, “If | offered you a dollar bill,
would you say, ‘Well, I don’t know whether | can receive it or not?” “No, certainly not,” the
man replied. Brother Hagin said, “God offers you a gift which is just as easy for you to
receive as a dollar | might offer you.” Brother Hagin or any other faith-believing minister
could lay hands on the man’s head until they wear his hair off and he wouldn’t receive until
he understands the difference between believing and hoping. Some of you have been
asking God for a miracle and haven’t received it. That is because you have been stuck in
hope. Get out of hope and get into faith and you’ll receive. Reading completely through
this study and completing the workbook will help prepare you for your miracle.

Section Il - Learning from Abraham, the Patriarch

Read Genesis 12:1. The patriarchal (pA-trE-ar-kal) period begins with the history of a
single family chosen by God in order to bring redemption to the human race. The head of
that family was Abram, a descendent of Shem, Noah'’s son (Genesis 9:18-19; 10:21-31;
11:27-30), who, following the Flood, settled in Mesopotamia [MESS-uh-puh-TAY-mih-uh].
The name Abram means exalted father. In Genesis 17:5, God changed his name to
Abraham, which means father of many nations (Romans 4:17). Often, key Biblical figures
had their name changed, signifying entering into a covenant relationship with God.

Read Genesis 11:27-30. Abraham and his wife Sari, whose name was later changed to
Sarah, lived in Ur at the time of his call to go to Canaan and serve the one and only living
God. His extended family consisted of his father Terah (TEE-ruh), brothers Nahor and
Haran (HAY-ran) (who died in Ur), and his nephew Lot (Genesis 11:28-30). The city of Ur
was situated about 140 miles southeast of the site of the old city of Babylon and about 10
miles west of the present course of the Euphrates River in what is known today as
southern Iraq. In Abraham’s time, this region was known as the land of the Chaldeans
[KAL-deez], of which Babylon was the capitol (Genesis 11:28, 31; 15:7; 1 Chronicles
11:35; Nehemiah 9:7). Ur was one of the oldest civilizations in Mesopotamia. According
to archaeologists, it was a significant city with a highly developed culture. An array of
artifacts discovered at this ancient site indicates education, commerce, business, and
trade were well developed. Ships came into the city from the Persian Gulf bringing
alabaster, copper, ore, ivory, gold, and hardwood. Archaeologists also discovered that the
citizens of Ur were extremely cultic and worshipped all kinds of idols. They had assigned

5



a spirit to almost every object in nature, which led to the conception of 10 great idols:
nature, sky, earth, moon, sun, and the five planets visible to the naked eye. The moon
god “sin” was believed to be the protector god of the city. They also had innumerable so-
called minor deities. Joshua 24:2 states that both Abraham’s father and grandfather
worshipped idols. Abraham most likely did as well. Although God promised Abraham and
his descendants a great future, there was one condition. He and his offspring had to
totally trust God in everything. As we shall see, it was only after a series of tests that
Abraham reached this point.

Read Genesis 11:31 through 12:1. The word “had” in Genesis 12:1 (NIV) indicates
Abraham had received a call from God while he was in Ur. Itis clear from Genesis 11:31
that instead of going directly to Canaan as instructed by God, Abraham migrated to Haran
along with his father Terah and Lot. The city of Haran was situated about 600 miles north-
east of Ur on the Balikh River, a branch of the Euphrates (Genesis 11:31). Terah’s
motivation for migrating to Haran was no doubt influenced by Abraham’s call to go to
Canaan (Genesis 15:7). God’s motive was clear, to get Abraham out of idolatry (Joshua
24:2-3). We don’t know why Abraham didn’t continue on to Canaan. It may have been
because Terah decided to settle in Haran and wanted Abraham to stay with him. It would
have been against the custom of that day for Abraham to continue on against his father’'s
will, as the head of the clan had absolute authority over family members. In any case,
Abraham failed his first test.

After his father died (Genesis 11:31), Abraham received a second call from God to go to
Canaan. This call is found in Genesis 12:1-3. Genesis 12:4-5 provides Abraham’s
response and a list of those who accompanied him. It is clear from the text that Abraham
passed his second test of faith. It took great faith in God for him to undertake a journey of
this magnitude. Notwithstanding he was 75 years old, extended travel in that day was very
risky. The following map depicts Abraham’s journey.



Old Testament Survey by Paul R. House, Broadman & Holman Publishers, Nashville TN,
page 34.

Most travel was by foot in ancient times. Trails were often narrow and rocky and there
was constant danger from marauding bands of thieves. There are times when God calls
us to stretch our faith. Like Abraham, this call is usually filled with serious challenges. Are
hardships and troubles an indication that God is displeased with us? Not necessarily.
There are a number of reasons why hardships come our way. First, it can be because we
are living a holy lifestyle (2 Timothy 3:12). Hardships and trials can also be a sign that
God recognizes our firm commitment to Him and wants to show us off to the invisible
forces of evil (see Job chapters 1 and 2). Other times, it is to help us grow in faith
(Genesis 22; 1 Peter 1:3-7). If we could easily perform the tasks God asks of us, then we
wouldn’t have to depend on Him. More than anything, God wants us to be dependent on
Him for everything (1 Peter 1:5; Genesis 15:1). Only then are we prepared for the greater
challenges of life which are meant to increase persevering faith, develop character, and
bring us into mature hope (James 1:3-4; Romans 5:3; Luke 8:13).

Why do you think Abraham made the long and arduous journey to Canaan? He was no
doubt seeking the rewards promised by God. While God’s covenant with Abraham was a
covenant of grace based on faith, it required Abraham and his descendants to separate
themselves from the world and make Jehovah their God. In return, they would multiply
and become a great nation (Genesis 12:1-2). Second, God promised to bless Abraham.
Third, God pledged to bless those who blessed Abraham and curse those who cursed
him. Fourth, God promised to make Abraham’s name great. Abraham goes down in the
annals of history as being our example of faith (Galatians 3:6, 8). Lastly, which is amazing
in its scope, God promised to ultimately bless all the peoples of the earth through
Abraham’s seed (offspring). Christ is that seed! See Galatians 3:8, 16, and 18. From
Abraham came the nation of Israel, chosen by God and separated from the world to be
the human history of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, the promised offspring of the
woman mentioned in Genesis 3:15.

Read Genesis 12:10-12. We now come to Abraham'’s third test of faith. Not long after
getting settled at Bethel in Canaan, a famine forced Abraham to go to Egypt in search for
food (Genesis 12:10). Fearing for his life because of Sarah’s beauty, he instructed his
wife to tell the Egyptians that she was his sister (verse 13). Although Sarah was his half-
sister (Genesis 20:11-13), she was also his wife. To leave out this important fact
constituted a lie. Why do you think Abraham gave in to fear and doubt? He simply did not
have enough faith in God to protect him. Believing she was single, and after seeing her
beauty, Pharaoh (king of Egypt) decided to take Sarah for his wife. The Lord miraculously
intervened by inflicting diseases on the king and his household. Sarah was thus
miraculously rescued from a bad situation (Genesis 12:14-20).

What can we learn from Abraham’s rollercoaster faith? Rather than viewing the struggles
of life as a negative, it is better to view them as a normal part of the growth process that
takes place within all believers. We all occasionally wrestle with fear and doubt on our
journey to the Father’'s house (John 14:2). Sometimes we can clearly see God and His
will. On other occasions, in the middle of storms, it may be difficult to see God. He will be
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there nonetheless. By faith, accept the declaration found in Hebrews 13:5, “I will never
leave you; never will | forsake you.” Without question, the Lord is worthy of our trust.

How does Abraham’s momentary lapse of faith affect the overall Biblical view of him being
a man of faith? It doesn’t! Because you fail does not mean you are a failure! In spite of
Abraham’s temporary lapse of faith, he went on to become a great individual of faith
(Romans 4:16-17; Hebrews 11:17; James 2:21-23). Abraham’s struggle with faith proved
he was human. All of the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 failed God at one time or
another. It's not that we fail, we all do, but what we do after we fail. We should take four
steps when we fail. First, we are to repent and ask God to forgive us (1 John 1:9-10).
This reaffirms our commitment to our Lord. Second, we need to forgive ourselves. This is
hard for many believers. If God forgives and forgets (Psalm 103:12), who are we not to?
Are we greater than God? | think not! We must not allow ourselves to live in regret. The
greater failure of many is not their lapse of faith but not letting go of the past (Philippians
3:13). Third, we must not let our failure define our relationship with God. The Genesis
record makes clear that not only did Abraham’s momentary fear and doubt not remove
him from divine favor, but he was actually blessed afterwards in a significant way. The
fourth step is to learn from our mistakes. Subsequent chapters in Genesis show that
Abraham’s sin was the turning point experience in his walk of faith. It was for many other
Biblical characters as well (i.e., Samson, David, etc.). Knowing that God does not love us
any less because of our failure will help us process our emotions in a healthy way. The
first thing Abraham did when he reached Canaan was to build an altar (Genesis 12:8).

Read Genesis 13:1-7. Another test of Abraham’s faith came when the prosperity of
Abraham and Lot led to problems. The area around Bethel where they had settled had
limited pasture lands. Quarreling between the herdsmen of Abraham and Lot became
routine (verse 7). It would be natural to assume that at first Abraham wanted to resolve
the conflict and stay together. As time went on, it became apparent that separation was
the only solution. Abraham might have been reluctant to separate from Lot because they
were family and staying together would provide more protection. Is material prosperity
generally a sign of divine favor? No! It is a mistake to assume that financial prosperity
automatically indicates divine favor. See Matthew19:23. Sometimes, financial prosperity
can cause unintended problems and be a hindrance to one’s spiritual growth rather than a
blessing. Material prosperity produced quarreling between Abraham’s and Lot’s
herdsmen, resulting in them having to separate.

Read Genesis 13:8-18. Being senior to Lot, it was Abraham’s prerogative to select the
land he wanted. Trusting God to meet his needs, Abraham surrendered his rights of first
choice. Blinded by the potential of prosperity, Lot chose the fertile pasturelands around
the cities of the plains of Jordan and decided to live in Sodom (Genesis 13:10-13).
Abraham was left with the less fertile lands to the west. The first thing Abraham did when
he reached his location was to “build an altar to the LORD” (Genesis 13:18). As a result of
placing his trust in God, Abraham was greatly blessed. The Lord had Abraham look north,
south, east, and west and declared all the land he was able to see would be given to him
and his descendants forever (Genesis 13:14-17). What is interesting is that the only piece
of land ever possessed by Abraham was a gravesite (Genesis 25:9). No matter. He
wasn’t looking for something beyond this life anyway (Hebrews 11:8-10).
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It is clear from Genesis 14 that Lot’s decision to take the land near the cities of the plain
and live in Sodom was a serious mistake. Not only were the people living in these cities
evil, they were directly involved in a political and military struggle they couldn’t win. An
alliance of four kings, let by Chedorlaomer (ked-awr-LAY-oh-muhr) of Elam (EE-luhm),
and five of the kings who ruled over Palestinian cities were at war (Genesis 14:1-9). One
of those cities was Sodom where Lot lived (Genesis 14:12). The alliance led by
Chedorlaomer won the war, plundered the cities and took the inhabitants captive (verses
8-11). Lot and his family were among the captives (verse 12). This, of course, would not
be the last problem related to Lot’s fateful choice of living in Sodom (see chapters 18-19).

Read Genesis 14:13-14. Abraham had clearly become a very wealthy man by this time. It
is estimated that he had about 1,000 servants in his service. After receiving the news
concerning Lot’s capture from someone who had evaded being captured, Abraham quickly
gathered up 318 of his trained servants and pursues the enemy (Genesis 14:14).

Although some of his neighbors volunteered to help (Genesis 14:24), the odds of
Abraham defeating a seasoned and well-trained army of this size were not very good.

This didn’t deter Abraham, however. Why do you think that was? Abraham knew he had
something the enemy didn’t have. He had God on his side. As the old hymn states, “Little
is much when God is in it.” Faith acknowledges God'’s role in achieving victories. There is
a relationship between faith and courage. Faith always requires a form of courage. If it
didn’t it wouldn’t be faith! Our tendency in a crisis is to rely on our resources and
ourselves. However, self-sufficiency is a dead-end street. God-dependency rather than
self-dependency is the answer to a crisis. That is because faith taps into God’s resources
and God’s ability and not our natural abilities. Faith makes the power of God our focus
rather than the difficulties presented by our circumstances. Nothing pleases God more
than steadfast faith in all that He is and promises to do. God will always act in ways that
are consistent with His character. He will never fail to respond to those who place their
lives in His care. Believing this was the secret of Abraham’s success.

Read Genesis 14:15-16. The text indicates Abraham divided his forces and led them in a
night raid that defeated the enemy with superior forces. Lot and his family were rescued,
along with a large number of other people and their possessions. Read Genesis 14:17-
20. Melchizedek (mel-KlIZ-uh-dek) is a mysterious figure. Because his name means “king
of righteousness” and he is called “priest of God Most High” (El Elyon), some believe he is
the pre-incarnate Christ. Whether that is true or not is uncertain. But, he is a type of
Christ (Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 7:1-17). Our text also calls Melchizedek “King of Salem.”
“Salem” means “peace.” Salem is believed to be ancient Jerusalem. Though
Melchizedek was probably a Canaanite, he served the true God. Before departing,
Melchizedek blessed Abraham (Genesis 14:19-20). Though Abraham was God’s chosen
man, he was not God’s only man; nor was he too big to be blessed by another. Abraham
gave Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils of victory. This is the first time tithing is found in
Scripture.

Read Genesis 14:21-24. Abraham’s response to the king of Sodom stood in stark
contrast to his dialogue with King Melchizedek. While the king of Sodom only asked for
the return of his people (Genesis 14:21), Abraham declined his offer of wealth (verses 22-
24). There are two reasons why. First, Abraham had taken an oath before God in which
he promised not to keep any of the spoils of the battle for himself (Genesis 14:22). Apart
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from some reward for those who volunteered to help, he would accept nothing. This tells
us that Abraham did not make his decision to rescue Lot without careful thought and
prayer. He had promised God that he would not keep any material reward if the Lord
would help him to be victorious over the enemy. Because of his unselfish motive for
rescuing Lot, Abraham knew that God would bless his efforts. We can learn much from
Abraham’s example. Motives do count with God. The second reason Abraham refused to
take riches from the king of Sodom was because Abraham depended solely on God and
His blessing alone. Besides, he didn’t want to give the king an opportunity to boast about
how he made Abraham rich (verse 23). Like Abraham, we must not selfishly seek material
gain, covet the material prosperity of others, or keep the tithe that belongs to God. If we
do, we will in all likelihood live to regret it. When all is said and done, spiritual riches are
always of infinitely greater value (Matthew 6:24, 33; 14:19). Like Abraham, we would do
well to regard God as our source and never presume to take credit for what belongs to the
Lord. We must determine to live lives that are faithful to God. As we do, we will grow in
our faith and learn to trust God regardless of what comes our way.

Now, let’'s examine some principles that may help us to help others in their time of trouble.
We all know people who are facing crisis situations, such as divorce, financial difficulty,
physical problems, etc. Here are some principles that may help:

1. Work to build close relationships with people while things are going good for them.
When they are in a crisis, they may be too hurt, depressed, or embarrassed to
reach out to others.

2. Be a good listener. Listening is a trait of a good friend. Sometimes listening is all
that is needed to help someone work through a crisis situation.

3. Don’t condemn. Even though they may be in a situation due to their own fault, they
need a friend, not another critic.

4. Encourage and build up their faith in God if at all possible. Even though they may
be in a hopeless situation, “with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26; Mark
9:23, 10:27; Luke 18:27).

5. Don't feel you have to have all the answers. Just being there is sometimes the best
thing you can do. When they are ready to talk, let them talk about how they feel
without passing judgment.

6. Pray a prayer of faith over them if they will let you. Your prayer should be one of
faith and uplifting. The Lord loves to prove His awesome power to His people.
Don’t be offended if they refuse to let you pray for them, however. Some people
don’'t know what they need when they are in a confused state of mind. Pray for
them during your private devotion time.

7. Be sure to keep confidential anything they may share with you. Don’t divulge
details of another’s problems under the guise of a prayer request!

Genesis 15 reaffirms God’s covenant with Abraham. Recall, this covenant was first
entered into in chapter 12. Between the events of chapters 12 and 15, Abraham had
learned much about God. However, as we will see, there was much more for him to learn.
In Genesis 15:5, the Lord once again reaffirmed His promise to make him the father of a
great nation. But years had passed and Sarah had remained barren well beyond her
childbearing years. Abraham reminded the Lord of this fact in verses 2 and 3. It was
customary in that time period for a childless couple to adopt someone to be their heir,
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sometimes one of their slaves. If a son was born later, he would become the heir instead
of the adopted son. Genesis 15:2 indicates Abraham had already adopted his servant
Eliezer (el-ih-EE-zur) as his heir. In verse 4, God promised Abraham that one of his own
flesh and blood would be his heir. Genesis 15:6, “Abram believed the LORD, and He
[God] credited it to him as righteousness” (cross-reference Romans 4:9). Abraham knew
he and Sarah had no ability to bring about the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise. Only God
was able to make that happen. We would do well to learn from Abraham’s example of
faith. How can God simply accept our faith alone as the basis for our being accepted in
His sight? He does it based on grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). Our understanding
of salvation must be God-centered. The Bible declares that our righteousness can never
make us acceptable to the Lord (Isaiah 64:6). Christ alone is righteous and only He
satisfies God’s demand for righteousness for humanity. When we express our faith in
God's atoning work of Christ, we stand righteous before Him (Romans 1:17; 3:22).

In Genesis 15:15, Abraham sought reassurance concerning the territory that would
eventually belong to his descendants. God confirmed His promise of a land for Abraham’s
descendants by commanding him to bring a heifer, a goat, a ram, a dove, and a young
pigeon (verse 9). After placing them upon the altar, Abraham fell into a deep sleep
(verses 10-12). As he slept, God provided him with an understanding of the territory that
would belong to his descendants (verses 18-21), but also revealed that it would not easily
come about (verses 13, 14). While Abraham'’s offspring (we know to be Israel) would
struggle to hold on to this land, the Lord would bring them through (verse 16).

Note that the Lord went into great detail about how and when His promise to make
Abraham’s descendants into a great nation would be ultimately fulfiled. Why so much
detail? Confidence in the Lord’s promise would have to be passed on to Abraham’s
children and their offspring. When they faced the challenges before them, they would
have to have faith in the Lord’s ability to bring His promise to pass and embrace the same
hope and assurances provided to Abraham. Just as Abraham needed to pass on a
heritage of faith on to his offspring, so do we. However, we must experience the blessings
of God ourselves. Only then will we have something to pass on to our children and
grandchildren. What heritage have you received from God that you can pass on to your
children? For the writer of this booklet, it is to maintain a deep faith in Jesus as Lord and
Savior, be filled with the Holy Spirit, become a person of faith and prayer, and have a love
for the Word of God (Bible).

Read Genesis 16:1-4. Sarah decided to help God out with His plan. She convinced
Abraham to produce a baby through Hagar (HAY-gahr), her maidservant (Genesis 16:1-3).
This was legitimate according to the custom of that day, but it was not according to God’s
plan. What was Abraham doing when he went along with Sarah’s request (Genesis
16:2)? He was demonstrating doubt in the Lord’s ability to accomplish His purposes in a
supernatural way. This was not the first time Abraham doubted God in an important life
situation (Genesis 12:10-26). Unfortunately, it would not be his last. Abraham had been
in Canaan 10 years and was 86 years of age when Hagar became pregnant with his child
(Genesis 16:3, 16).

Read Genesis 16:5-15. There is always a consequence for doubt (Galatians 6:7). The
consequences of Abraham’s decision immediately manifested. Genesis 16:4 states that
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as soon as Hagar became pregnant she began to despise Sarah. Sarah blamed
Abraham for her situation (verse 5) and responded to the jealousy of Hagar by treating her
so harshly that Hagar ran away (verse 6). Even though Hagar and her soon-to-be-born
son, Ishmael (ISH-may-el), were to have no part in the fulfillment of God’s covenant
promise to Abraham the Lord came to Hagar’s aid and promised that her son would also
father a great nation (verses 7-14). Today, we know this to be the Arab people. From
Ishmael came 12 princesses (Genesis 25:12-16), many of whom gave their names to
tribes or localities mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. Here are the names of some of
them: Nabaioth (Isaiah 60:7); Kedar, a wealthy trading tribe (Ezekiel 27:21) famous for its
archers (Isaiah 21:17; 60:7; Jeremiah 49:28-32; Tema (Isaiah 21:14; Jeremiah 25:23; Job
6:19). Ishmael and his descendants ended up controlling East Palestine (kingdom of
Jordan) and Arabia, the territory around the Gulf of Agabah. Ishmael is hailed by Muslims
as an ancestor of Mohammed and is believed to be buried with his mother in a sacred
mosque at Mecca.

While Abraham’s lapse into doubt did not negate God’s overall plan, he did experience
pain and sorrow that were not necessarily part of the divine plan. Ultimately, the conflict
between Hagar and Sarah forced Abraham to reluctantly send Hagar and Ishmael away
(chapter 21:8-14). The conflict between the Jews (Abraham’s God-given heir) and the
Arabs (Ishmael’s offspring) is still going on today. It will continue until Jesus returns.
When we give in to doubt, we get in the way of the Lord’s plan for our lives. While all is
not lost, like Abraham, we will likely suffer consequences, and so will our descendants.
While we can be assured that the Lord loves us and will not forsake us, we must turn from
our failure and doubt and renew our confidence in the Lord. That is called repentance.

Read Genesis 17:1-14. Now at age 99, God reaffirms His covenant with Abram, changes
his name to Abraham and institutes circumcision as a physical sign of Abraham’s
covenant with God. God made it clear that any male who refused to be circumcised would
be cut off as one of Abraham’s descendants. That is because the man who refuses to be
circumcised breaks his part of the Abrahamic covenant, severing his relationship with God
(see verse 14). Circumcision represented being in covenant with God. Circumcision also
reminded Abraham’s descendants of their obligations to remain faithful to Jehovah.

Today, only believers in Christ (Abraham’s seed; Galatians 3:16-16) are in a saving
covenant with God. Those who refuse to believe in Jesus cut themselves off, including
unbelieving Jews (Abraham’s natural offspring). See John 3:17-18 and Galatians 3:26.
Are believers in Christ required to be physically circumcised to be saved like those under
the Old Covenant? No! See Galatians 5:2-6; 6:15. However, believers in Christ are
circumcised, but not physically. See Colossians 2:11. Under Christ, circumcision is of the
heart “by the Spirit” (Romans 2:29). Itis being born of God’s Spirit (John 3:3), resulting in
a changed nature (2 Corinthians 5:17). Furthermore, both male and female believers are
circumcised. The physical sign of being in a saving covenant with God is obedience! You
say, what about water baptism? Isn’t that the identifying mark of being in Christ? No!
Water baptism only affirms our identity as children of God. It is a picture of circumcision of
the heart (changed nature) that takes place when we come to Christ (Colossians 2:12). It
also provides an opportunity to publicly declare that we belong to Jesus. But it cannot
save anyone. To say that water baptism, circumcision, paying tithes, going to church,
reading the Bible, keeping the Sabbath, or any other work can save a person teaches that
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Jesus died in vain and is totally contrary to the gospel according to Paul. See Galatians
5:4-6; Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 2:16-19. We are justified by faith in Christ Jesus alone
(Romans 5:1)! However, works will automatically follow our conversion as the result of the
change in our nature. See Romans 2:28-29; Colossians 2:10-18; and James 2:14, 26.

Read Genesis 17:18. Abraham was basically saying, “God, wouldn’t it be easier to bless
the son | already have and fulfill the covenant through him?” God reaffirmed His plan,
stating the covenant promises would be fulfilled through the son Sarah would bear
(Genesis 17:19). Furthermore, the child would be born to Sarah within a year (Genesis
17:19). Why was the birth of a child so important to Abraham and Sarah? Unless they
had a son the promises God made in Genesis 12:1-2 meant nothing.

Read Genesis 18:2-8. The scene opens with three unnamed men appearing at the
entrance of Abraham’s tent. Abraham provided the things any traveler in that day would
need: water to wash their feet, shade to get out of the sun, and a meal. Itis clear from
verse 1 that one of these individuals was a manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ.
Abraham responded accordingly. Standing while they ate was an act of humility and
respect. Abraham’s hospitality opened the door to further dialogue with the Lord.

Why do you think the Lord personally appeared to Abraham? First, it was to spend some
time in fellowship with Abraham. From the outset, closeness marked Abraham’s
relationship with God. This should not surprise us since He and Abraham were close
friends (James 2:23). Over and over, Abraham responded to God’s blessings by building
altars and worshipping. Abraham is proof that God desires fellowship with His people.
The wise person will accept God’s offer of fellowship and spend time alone with Him.
Shocking as it may seem, Revelation 3:20 tells us that Jesus is standing outside his
professed church asking to be let in to fellowship. We must not take fellowship with God
lightly. In John 15:5, Jesus spoke of His relationship with His followers in terms of a vine
and branches. Branches depend on the daily strength that can come only from the vine.
Without ongoing fellowship with God, Christian living and service sink to mere pretense.
The second reason the Lord personally appeared to Abraham was no doubt to personally
announce the birth of Abraham’s son, Isaac. Isaac’s name means “he laughs” (Genesis
21:6-7), depicting the joy Abraham and Sarah felt over their son’s birth. God does not
always work the way that seems best or even easiest to us. However, the birth of Isaac is
proof that God keeps His promises. God has made wonderful promises to us in His Word
as well. We can be assured that He will keep those promises. It is up to us to trust God
and faithfully live in obedience to His Word, even though our situation might seem
impossible at times. The third reason the Lord personally appeared to Abraham is to let
Abraham in on His plans to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Read Genesis 18:9-14. As the meal came to an end, God questioned Abraham about his
wife, who was standing just inside the tent entrance listening (Genesis 18:9). Sarah
laughed when the Lord told Abraham that within a year she would be blessed with the
birth of a child. Even though Sarah’s laugh was not audible and she denied it, the Lord
knew what she had done and exposed her mockery (verse 13). It should be pointed out in
all fairness that Abraham also laughed when he received the news (Genesis 17:17, 21:4).
He and Sarah’s responses were rooted in unbelief. It is easy to understand why.
Abraham was now 100 years old and Sarah 90. To say that God’s promise seemed
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impossible is an understatement. Why do you think God waited until Abraham and Sarah
were well beyond childbearing years to give them Isaac? It was to show that He could do
anything. Genesis 18:14 basically states that nothing is too hard for God. The second
reason God waited so long to give them Isaac was to test the faith of Abraham and Sarah.
This is a great lesson for all of us to remember. God makes wonderful promises in His
Word, but expects us to believe Him for them, even though they may seem humanly
impossible.

Read Genesis 18:16-33. As they slowly walked along, the pre-incarnate Christ revealed
His plan to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their wickedness
(verses 17-21). Why do you think God revealed His plans to Abraham? He wanted to
give Abraham an opportunity to intercede for the righteous that lived in these wicked cities.
It was also so Abraham could warn his descendants of the necessity to walk holy before
the Lord (verse 19). God was treating Abraham as a friend by sharing this information.
Both Isaiah (41:8) and the apostle James (2:23) called Abraham a “friend of God.”

This great man of faith found God very open to dialogue about interceding for the
righteous living in Sodom and Gomorrah. While God did not find the number of righteous
people Abraham mentioned in either city, He went ahead and dispatched two angels to
rescue Lot and his family (19:1-29). Abraham'’s intercession obviously played a central
role in this. It is important to understand that, while Abraham was concerned for his
family, he did not intercede only on the basis of family. He was concerned for all the
righteous people who lived in these cities. Abraham’s example shows that intercessory
prayer is no small matter. God encourages us in His Word to pray for others (Ephesians
6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1, 3). Jesus left us the example of intercession when He prayed for His
disciples and for future believers (John 17:9, 11, 15, 17, 20-23). What is intercessory
prayer? It is more than just praying for someone else. It is taking someone else’s need to
God as if it were our own, not ceasing to pray until God releases us from that burden.

Read Genesis 22:1-19. Even though this final test was more severe than all of the others
combined, Abraham obediently responded by rising up early and getting on with the grim
task God had ordered (Genesis 22:3). What a contrast from the beginning when he was
first called by God. The lesson learned from Abraham is that our faith is often developed
through the process of struggle. There is an old hymn that says, “Trust and obey.” We
may not always understand what God is trying to accomplish in our life, but we must trust
God and continue to obey Him. That is precisely what Abraham did.

Genesis 22:6-8 spells out what happened in vivid terms when Abraham, Isaac, and some
servants made their way to the region of Mount Moriah. Mount Moriah was the location of
the threshing floor of Araunah that was purchased by David to offer sacrifice in order to
stop God'’s judgment on the people (2 Samuel 24:18). It was also the site of Solomon’s
Temple. Only Abraham and Isaac approached the place where the sacrifice was to be
made when they arrived at Mount Moriah (verse 6). Isaac notices there was one missing
element, the sacrificial animal. Understandably, he questioned his father concerning this
(verse 7). Abraham’s answer in verse 8 clearly reveals faith. While he was to provide the
wood, God would provide the sacrifice. What caused Abraham to respond this way?
Genesis 22:5 tells us. Even though Abraham believed his worship could cost his son his
life, he truly believed that both he and Isaac would return from the mountain! Hebrews
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11:19 tells us how Abraham thought that could happen. Even if God did not intervene and
prevent him from sacrificing his son, Abraham truly believed God would raise his son from
the dead right there and both of them would walk down that mountain together. Talk
about faith! God honored Abraham'’s faith and dispatched His angel to intervene,
preventing Abraham from completing the grim task (Genesis 22:11).

Read Genesis 22:12-14. The angel revealed to Abraham that God had a purpose in what
He had told him to do (verse 12). In reality, God never wanted Isaac to be sacrificed, but
rather He wanted Abraham’s total devotion. God just wanted to know that Abraham would
hold nothing back from Him. In the face of Abraham’s obedience by lifting the knife with
the intentions of sacrificing his son as God had instructed, Abraham did not withhold his
only son. Abraham was a type of Father God; Isaac was a type of Christ. The difference
was God went through with sacrificing His one and only Son to save us. See Romans
8:32.

Being deeply moved by the whole experience, Abraham named the place “Jehovah-jireh”
(jeh-HOH-vuh-JIGH-er) (Genesis 22:14). This compound name for God means He will
provide whatever is needed in our life to carry out His will. Not only does God provide
everything needed for us to enter into a covenant relationship with Him, He binds Himself
to that covenant completely. In Genesis 22:14-18, after the test, God reaffirmed the
promise He made in Genesis 12:1-2. Again, the last promise refers to Jesus Christ.
Through Christ, God has blessed humankind with the plan of salvation. All this began with
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son! We need to follow Abraham’s example of trust
in God when we face our trials and tests of life.

Using Abraham’s example as a springboard, let’s look at three steps that should be taken
when we are faced with heartbreaking situations. First, successfully working our way
through trials and tribulations requires faith in God. We must maintain confidence in God
even though all that we see or experience at the time seems intent on destroying that
confidence. Read James 2:21-26. Using Abraham as an example, James makes the
point that faith in God leads to deeds that reveal that faith (verse 21). Abraham’s faith in
God and knowledge of God paved the way for his actions (verse 22). Because Abraham
knew God, he trusted God. Because he trusted God, he obeyed God. Because Abraham
obeyed God, God fulfilled His word to Abraham (see Genesis 15:6) and called Abraham
His friend (James 2:23). James went on to say, in the same way, every believer must live
out his or her faith (verse 24). The Christian life is actively living by faith in the Son of God
who loved us and gave Himself for us (Galatians 2:20). We must keep our faith in God,
trusting that He will enable us to endure the test He has allowed us to experience.

The second thing we need to do when faced with a trial is, like Abraham, keep in mind
God’s promises, even though our circumstances seem to deny the validity of those
promises. Abraham based his firm confidence on the fact God had promised him a son
(Genesis 22:18). Our promise is found in Romans 8:28. Even in hardship and suffering,
in bitter disappointments, or when wrongly treated, we can know that God will work amidst
such situations to fulfill His good purpose in our life. Third, follow the commandments and
precepts found in the Bible. God is not going to work in our midst if we deliberately live
contrary to His Word!
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Section Ill = The Focus of Faith

Faith focuses on God and not on needs. Read Matthew 15:21-28. The woman is
desperate. Her daughter is demon possessed. The woman knows she has no right to ask
anything of Jesus. She is not a disciple (follower). She is not even a Jew. She offers no
money for the ministry. She makes no promises to devote herself to missionary service.
She knows Jesus doesn’t owe her anything, yet she is asking Him for everything. But that
doesn’t slow her down. She persists in her plea, “Have mercy on me.”

Matthew reveals that Jesus says nothing at first. Nothing! Why? Was it because this
woman came from a pagan background? There are those who believe Jesus was actually
calling this woman a dog. Most Jews considered Gentiles as being nothing more than
that. If that were true, then Jesus’ remarks can be referred to as an ethnic slur. | cannot
imagine Jesus doing that. Then, there are others who believe Jesus was not referring to
her as a dog, but to an idol of which she worshipped. We know from Mark 7:26 that this
woman was a “Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia.” The Phoenicians were noted for sailing
great ships in the Mediterranean Sea. On the front of their ships was the head of a wolf,
which they worshipped. So, it is very possible Jesus was saying, “It is not right to take a
blessing intended for God’s people and give it to someone who will subscribe that blessing
as having come from an idol.” Jesus did not demean this woman over her nationality, but
for her relationship to her idol, the wolf. Max Lucado doesn’t believe either of these
theories. In his book, In the Eye of the Storm, Rev. Lucado says, “He [Christ] knows He
can heal her daughter. He knows He isn’t bound by a plan. He knows her heart is good.
So He decides to engage in a humorous comment with a faithful woman. In essence,
here’s what they said: ‘Now, you know that God only cares about Jews,” He says smiling.’
And when she catches on, she volleys back, ‘But your bread is so precious, I'll be happy to
eat the crumbs.’ In a spirit of exuberance, He bursts out, ‘Never have | seen such faith!
Your daughter is healed.” This story does not portray a contemptuous God. It portrays a
willing One who delights in a sincere seeker.”

Whatever the difference in views concerning the exchange between Jesus and the
woman, it is clear from the text that Jesus was not only testing her faith, He was showing
us what it takes to get our needs met from God. The Promise Study Bible puts Jesus’
response this way: “Dear woman, you really do have a lot of faith, and you will be given
what you want” (Matthew 15:28). The message Jesus is conveying to us in this story is
that God responds to our faith and not to our needs. If you learn nothing else from this
study, understand that! That's hard for some of us to accept, because we read in
Philippians 4:19 where it states, "And my God will meet all your needs according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus."” But how does God do that? He does it though our faith!
If Jesus had responded to this woman’s need, would He not have cast the demon out of
her daughter when she first started following Him around and begging? If God responded
only to people’s needs, why do we have so many sick and hungry people in the world? |
wonder how many people of our day would have walked away if Jesus had called them a
dog like He did this woman. People become upset if their pastor doesn’t shake their hand
in church, or if they don’t receive a visit from their pastor when they're sick (i.e., “l don'’t
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want some associate pastor or some altar worker praying for me; | want the senior pastor
to do it!”). If the Canaanite woman had gone back home, hugged her daughter and said,
“Well honey, | guess it's God’s will you remain the way you are,” her daughter’s need
would have gone unmet. God doesn’'t want the focus of our relationship with Him to be on
our problems. He wants our focus to be on Him. This woman took a number and got in
the miracle line and refused to give up until she had her miracle. That's the kind of faith
God responds to. God has this thing about being believed and trusted. He knows that if
we come to Him for sympathy and focus on our needs, we won't believe He is able.

When my car breaks down | don’t take it to an automobile shop so someone can feel sorry
for me. | take it there to be repaired. What good would it do if the shop chief said to his
mechanics, “Hey, guys gather around. This is Boyce. Boyce is a minister and his car isn’t
functioning correctly. Let’'s reach out and show him some sympathy. Bring your shop rags
SO you can wipe your eyes. Come on, gather around and give Boyce a big hug and tell
him how sorry you are his vehicle is broken down.” All this may make me feel better, but it
won't get my car repaired. | didn’t take my vehicle to the shop to get sympathy; I took it
there to get the problem corrected. That same principle applies to how we should relate to
God. | don’'t want God to feel sorry for me; | want Him to meet my need. | don’t want my
children to seek my sympathy; | want them to respect me. God doesn’t respect your
needs, He respects your faith. I’'m not saying that Jesus won't perform a miracle out of
compassion, He does (Matthew 14:14). But the one element needed for that to take place
is faith. Mark 6:4-6 proves that. We must come to the place we want God’s power more
than His sympathy. Focusing only on the problem means we don’t believe He’s able to do
something about it. We have to be convinced without a doubt in our unconscious mind
that God is not only able to meet our needs, He will do so. The Canaanite woman in
Matthew 15 did just that!

Read Matthew 14:22-36. It should have been enough for the disciples to recognize Jesus
as the Son of God before He got into the boat. But it wasn'’t (verses 28-32). Why was
that? It was because they were focusing on themselves and their circumstances rather
than on who Jesus was. Anyone can say “l believe” after everything settles down. Real
faith believes when in the eye of the storm. Real faith holds up under the storm. Trials
and tribulations are report card times. They tell us where we are in our faith walk with
God. The time to build faith is not during the storm, but before it hits! What we need to do
when the storm hits is to exercise the faith God has given us.

It was not the disciple’s needs that brought Jesus on board, but their faith! Peter usually
puts his foot in his mouth. But this is one time he did it right. The boat was tossing back
and forth and Peter said to the Lord, “Can | try that?” “Come,” He said (verse 29). The
other disciples were no doubt saying, “Peter, can this wait until later? Could you just wait
until we get back to shore to try that? Jesus can explain the whole process to you after we
get out of this mess.” Not Peter, he had to try walking on water like Jesus. I'm convinced
that it was Peter’s faith that brought Jesus on board. You say, but Peter doubted when he
saw the wind and had to be rescued by Jesus (verses 30-31). Yes, but at least he
exercised “some” faith. The other disciples didn’t even do that. They refused to believe
Jesus was real until after He stepped into the boat (verse 33).
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Read John 5:2-8. Except for the man’s illness, John’s emphasis is on the supernatural
cure, not on the medical details of the case. In verse 6, Jesus asks a peculiar question,
“Do you want to get well?” Why would Jesus do that? To see if the man had enough faith
to believe he could be healed. “Do you want to get well?” is a yes or no question! Instead
of saying “yes,” the man went into a long discourse about his condition and how no one
would help him into the pool at the precise time. Jesus didn’'t ask him to go into all the
details about how helpless his situation was. The only thing the Lord wanted to know was
if he was ready for the miraculous. Are you ready for the miraculous? Why would | ask
that? It's because many Christians aren’t. They believe God should respond to them
based on their need. Since we live in a need-oriented society it's easy to become need-
focused. However, that is a welfare mentality that says, “God, because | have a need you
owe me something.” God does not run a welfare program. He has a faith program.

Section IV - Faith is a Multiplier

Read Matthew 17:14-21. Jesus stated it was because of their unbelief when the disciples
asked Him why they could not cast out the demon (verse 20). We know from Matthew
10:1 and Luke 10:17 that the disciples had cast out demons before. So their problem
wasn’t they didn’t have any faith. Their problem was they just didn’t have enough faith.
There is a difference between unbelief and disbelief. Disbelief is the absence of faith or
refusing to believe. Unbelief is not having enough faith.

Next, the Lord compared faith to a seed (verse 20). Why compare faith to a grain of seed
and not to a pebble or a grain of sand? Because a seed has the potential for growth. All
we have to do is to sow it. Like a seed, faith multiplies. Why a mustard seed? Why not
some other seed? There are two reasons the mustard seed is an example of faith. First,
in spite of its circumstances, the mustard seed keeps growing until it finds a way to come
up out of the ground. When other seeds come up to the top of the soil and can’t find light,
they stop growing. Not so with the mustard seed. When it reaches the top of the ground
and there is something obstructing its ability to come up out of the ground to the light, it
keeps on growing under the edge of the soil until it finds an opening and comes up to the
light. The devil thinks if he covers up the last little faith that you have, you will quit. Will he
be surprised if you have mustard seed faith!

| believe the second reason Jesus used the mustard seed as an example of faith was
because of its ability to multiply. If you mash or bruise other seeds they won’t grow. Not
so with the mustard seed. If it becomes crushed it will sprout two plants when planted.
Like the mustard seed, faith is a multiplier. While 5+ 5 =10, 5 x5 = 25! Faith does not
take my need and add something to it. Faith takes my something and multiplies it.
Mustard seed faith says, “Devil, every time you come against me, | am going to come back
and do twice as much for God, pray twice as hard, go to church twice as much, give twice
as much money to the Lord’s work, and witness twice as much, etc.

Read Matthew 17:20 again. What is the name of the mountain that, when removed,
nothing will be impossible for you? Is it the Mount of Olive...Mount Sinai? No! If it were
we would have to go to Israel to remove it. Jesus was not talking about a physical
mountain in this passage; He was referring to unbelief! The Lord was basically saying that
if we remove unbelief from our hearts nothing will be impossible for us. That is because
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Jesus takes our something, regardless of how small, and multiplies it. All the Canaanite
woman had to give was her tenacity and determination (Matthew 15:21-28). That
determined faith multiplied and produced a miracle.

Read Mark 6:34-44. What did the disciples start talking about after Jesus said in verse
37, “You give them something to eat?” They started talking about how much it was going
to cost to feed that many people. What did Jesus ask them in verse 38? “What do you
have?” Although Jesus was moved with compassion, this miracle didn’t start until
someone stepped out by faith and planted something. They had to stop talking about how
much it was going to cost and how impossible it was to feed that many people and start
looking for something to place in the hands of God. Until we take a step of faith and give
Jesus something to multiply, we aren’t going to have our miracle.

Read 2 Kings 4:1-6. Not only is faith a multiplier, if what you have is not enough to meet
your need, then it must be seed faith for planting a harvest. Grasp the picture. The
creditors are about to take this widow's two sons as slaves to pay off the family debt. She
was probably looking for a handout from Elisha. Elisha basically told her that if she
wanted a miracle she would have to take a step of faith. The first thing | would have
asked the woman is how much she owed her creditors. Elisha never asked that question.
Instead, he asked, “What do you have in the house?” In other words, “What do you have
left that God can use?” The woman responds with, “nothing but a jar of oil.” Have you
ever wondered why the woman had some oil left? God must have placed a special lock
on that jar so she would have something to place in His hands to produce her miracle with.
After all, the Lord knew she had faith or He would not have sent Elisha to her at that
particular moment in time. Sometimes, we get so focused on what we have lost that we
fail to see what we have left that God can use. There is a song that says, “Count your
blessings.” It was what this woman had left that God used to provide her need, not what
she had lost. We need to stop focusing on what the devil has stolen from us and start
focusing on what we have that God can use to multiply. The devil doesn’t steal anything
God doesn’t allow him to.

What step of faith did the woman have to take before the miracle could take place? She
had to go to her neighbors and borrow every empty vessel she could find. Then she had
to go inside her house and pour what oil she had left into the jars (2 Kings 4:3). Her
neighbors probably knew she owed the bank so much money her kids were about to be
repossessed and questioned her as to why she needed so many empty jars. Some of
them may have laughed at her when she told them what the prophet had said.

Notice that the oil ceased when the jars were full (2 Kings 4:6). If there had been a
hundred more jars the oil would have kept flowing until they were filled. We can learn two
lessons from this story. First, the miracle stops coming when you and | come to the end of
our faith. Second, God’s miracle power is unlimited. The woman limited her blessing by
her lack of faith to bring in more jars. It's not a matter of God running out of miracles; it's a
matter of us running out of faith.

Read 1 Kings 17:8-14. The woman tells Elijah that she is on her way to cook her last
meal. After that she expects to starve to death. Elijah basically responds with,
“Everything will be fine if you will do the most ridiculous thing possible; give away what you
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have as a seed for a harvest. The Lord God of Israel has promised that your jar of flour
won’t run out and your bottle of oil won’t dry up before He sends rain for the crops.” This
woman is probably thinking all | have is enough food for one last meal for my child and
me. Why is he picking on me? Elijah is probably thinking why doesn’t she recognize why
God selected her? Doesn’t she see the opportunity standing in front of her?

When did this woman receive her miracle? Not when she told Elijah how bad things were.
She received her miracle when she, by faith, started using what she had. Elijah basically
told the woman that if she didn’t demonstrate some faith she was going to die for sure.
Needs aren’t going to help you. Needs are like belly buttons, everyone has one. Needs
don’t impress God, but faith does. There are people with needs dying all around you.
Stop talking about your need and get with the faith God has already given you. Faith is
about God and His ability to meet our need.

Evangelist Mark Gorman testified in one of his sermons of a miracle that came about as a
result of planting a seed of faith. One time he had three pastors cancel revival services for
3 consecutive weeks, which meant he wouldn’t have any money coming in for 3 weeks.
The cancellations occurred one month before he was scheduled to go to New Zealand to
conduct a series of revival services. When he made the initial arrangements to go to New
Zealand he understood the churches there would be paying his and his wife’s airfare from
the United States to New Zealand and take up love offerings for his ministry needs in each
service. The week before he left, he received a fax from one of the pastors saying, “We
will only be paying your in-country air fares. You will have to pay the international air fare
to and from New Zealand. Rev. Gorman had already purchased tickets for himself and for
his wife by credit card. He thought, “What are we going to do now? There is already a
deficit from October, and now we owe $3,000 on our credit card. He and his wife attended
two revival services that were conducted by another minister two nights before he left for
New Zealand. They agreed to give $150 towards the revival. The day he left for New
Zealand, he said to his wife, “Although we can’t afford it, | feel you need to give another
$500 in the offering as seed faith to bring in a harvest.” She agreed. When he arrived in
New Zealand he received a phone call from his wife informing him that their tape
duplicator had broken. He thinks, “This isn’t a harvest. This doesn’t even resemble a
harvest.” He asks how much it will cost to get another duplicator. His wife said, between
$1500 and $2000. He said, “We need one. Go ahead and place a new one on the credit
card.”

Rev. Gorman shared his financial needs with the congregation during the service that
night in New Zealand. At first they thought he was going to beg for money. After he had
finished sharing his need with them he said, “My need is so great, that tonight’s offering
will not meet it. And, since tonight’s offering will not meet my need, | want to take a step of
faith. There is another ministry in the audience. | want tonight’s offering to go to that
ministry. In fact, | am going to be the first one to give and am asking you to double what
you were going to give. | am going to give everything | have in my pocket.” He had
forgotten he had all his traveling money in his pocket, which was over $200! People
began giving to his ministry. He had received so much money toward his ministry needs
that week that on the last night of the revival Rev. Gorman asked the congregation to stop
giving. When they took up the offering, he received the largest offering ever! Giving to the
other ministry the first night of the revival was not about Rev. Gorman’s needs, it was
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about faith in a God who supplies his needs. Planting seed is an act of faith. If you eat up
all your seed you won’t have any to plant! 1 Kings 17:16 tells what happened after the
woman planted some faith: “For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not
run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.” If what you have is not
enough to meet your need then it must be your seed!

Section V - Faith Does the Difficult and Believes God for the Impossible

Read Joshua 3:15. After walking 40 years in the desert, a second generation of Israelites
arrived at the Jordan River when it was at flood stage. And, between these anxious
people and their promise was a raging river. Think about it. God had over 40 years to get
this generation of Israelites to Canaan and He gets them there during flood stage! That
doesn’t make sense until you read the latter part of verse 15: “Now the Jordan is at flood
stage all during harvest.” In other words, it was harvest time in Canaan. Parting the water
was no big deal with God. He had done it before and He could do it again. What was
important was for the people to have food to eat while they were conquering Canaan.
When did the water part? “As soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan
and their feet touched the water’s edge.” When someone did the difficult, God did the
impossible. What was the difficult? It was stepping into the raging river. What was the
impossible? It was parting the waters. God doesn’t ask us to do the impossible, but He
does ask us to stretch our faith and do the difficult!

Read 2 Kings 5:1-14. What was the difficult? Naaman had to travel a great distance to a
prophet of a God he didn't believe in. First, Naaman had to overcome his pride. Notice he
became furious when the prophet didn’'t have the courtesy to come out and speak to him.
Second, Naaman had to overcome his unbelief. Then, Naaman had to believe that he
would be healed after dipping seven times in the muddy river. What was impossible? It
was God healing his leprosy. If we’ll do what God asks of us, He will do His part.

Read John 11:38-44. What was the impossible? It was Jesus raising Lazarus from the
dead. What was the difficult? It was the people removing the stone. Jesus could have
spoken a word of faith and the stone would have rolled away supernaturally. Instead, He
had the people do it. Why? So they could partner with God by exercising faith and be a
part of the miracle. It took great faith for them to roll away that stone. They were taking a
risk that Lazarus might not rise from the dead and end up looking foolish among the
town’s people. Yet, they still rolled away the stone.

Read Acts 3:1-8. What was the difficult? It was for Peter to reach out and take the man
by the hand. For the man, it was to respond to Peter’s faith by reaching out and taking his
hand. What was the impossible? It was God instantly healing the man. What was the
difficult part for the woman in 2 Kings 4 who needed help paying her bills? It was going
out and collecting jugs to put the oil in. What was the impossible? It was God
miraculously filling all those jars with oil. If you and | will do the difficult, God will do the
impossible. What is the difficult? It is having faith God will do it.

In one of his sermons, the late Rev. R.W. Schambach told a powerful story that drives
home the principle that if we will do the difficult, God will do the impossible. Many years
ago Brother Schambach was an assistant to Rev. A. A. Allen who headed up a ministry
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called Voice of Healing. Brother Allen would go into a city and set up a large tent and
conduct healing crusades for one to two weeks at a time. With the help of other faith-
believing ministers, they conducted three services a day; one in the morning, afternoon,
and evening. There were so many sick people in any given service that they could not
pray for all of them. So they devised a system where each person wanting prayer was
given a card with a number on it. Unless their number was called they could not get in line
to be prayed for. In addition, they had to have the card signed by the two ministers who
preached the two previous services. This was so they would have to hear the word of faith
before being prayed for.

Brother Schambach said in 1958 in Birmingham, Alabama, that a lady came up to him with
her 4-year old little boy. It was on the last day of the crusade in the afternoon session. He
said that this little boy was the most pitiful child he had ever seen. The child was
completely blind and deaf. The tongue never went into the child’s mouth. It just hung out
of the mouth and lay down on the chin. His arms were bent up and twisted in to the point
the elbows touched each other in the middle. The child’s legs were twisted and bent to
where the knees touched the elbows. His feet were a mass of flesh that stuck out at the
end of the legs. The boy had no toes. Every vertebra in the child’s back was twisted and
out of place. Every major organ was diseased--the heart, the liver, the lungs, etc.--22
diseases in all!

The lady had attended every service during the entire crusade. Brother Schambach said,
“My heart went out to her when she came up to me.” The lady said, “Brother Schambach,
| drove all the way down from Chattanooga to this crusade because my baby needs a
miracle. He is 4 years old and has 22 diseases. This is my last hope. | need a miracle.
I've paid for my own motel room and food. I've been in every service and given every
penny | have in the offering except $20, and | need that. It takes $5 worth of gas to get
back to Chattanooga and $15 for my son’s doctor’'s appointment tomorrow morning. |
don’t know of anything else to do. Is there any way you can get Brother Allen to pray for
this baby?” Brother Schambach said, “I cannot promise you that your number will be
called. | wish you had been called before now. And, | can’t promise it will happen tonight.
But what | do promise is, if your number does not get called tonight, | will personally take
you back to the trailer where Brother Allen goes after the service and ask him to lay his
hands on the boy.” She said, “Thank you.”

It was a powerful service. When it came time for the offering, Rev. Allen stepped up on
the platform and said, “I have never said this before, but | really believe God is calling you
to give a sacrificial offering if you want a miracle in your life. You’re not buying the miracle,
but God is asking you to do so.” Brother Allen was talking about the principle of doing the
difficult and trusting God for the impossible. There is no way someone can bribe God and
buy a miracle. If Sam Walton, the richest man in the world could have bought a miracle,
don’t you think he would have bought his healing instead of dying? There’s not enough
money in the world to buy God’s favor. But you can have it through faith in His Son,
Jesus!

Brother Allen said, “I believe God wants you to plant a sacrificial seed if you want a miracle
in your life.” As soon as Brother Allen said that, the lady, who was sitting in the very back
row of that 5000-seat tent, jumped up out of her seat, left her baby with the lady who came
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with her and ran as fast as she could to the front and put something in the offering bucket.
She was the first person to place something in. Brother Schambach said, “I had to get up
from my seat on the platform and go see what she put in. | looked down into that bucket
and there was a $20 bill! | went out behind the tent and began to weep. | said, “God, |
have prayed, preached, and sought you all week to help build faith so people could
believe you for a miracle. Now, | am asking you to give me the kind of faith this woman
has!”

In the middle of his sermon that evening, Rev. Allen stopped and said, “In my mind I'm
taking a trip. | see a city. A woman is coming into the city and going into a very large
building. There are many floors to it. It is a hospital. |1 am going into the maternity ward. |
hear babies crying. There is a baby being born. The mother is thrilled she is having a
baby. But the doctor is heartbroken, as he must tell the mother that the baby has a
disease...no three...fifteen... twenty-one...twenty-two diseases. The doctor tells the
mother the baby will not live. Now it is four years later. | see someone packing a suitcase.
They are putting it into a Ford - a 1954 Ford. Two ladies are driving across a state line.
They are driving from Tennessee into Alabama. They are driving into a city. Itis
Birmingham. They are pulling into a parking lot. It is the parking lot of this tent. You are
in the tent tonight. Would you please bring the baby forward?”

Brother Schambach said, “She came forward, handed the child to Brother Allen. | walked
right up there so | could see what was going to happen. The first thing that happened
when Brother Allen began praying for the child was those eyes that were so white from
being blind became milky and cloudy. Suddenly the cloudy substance vanished and they
were crystal blue. Then, the tongue snapped back into the child’s mouth as if it was spring
loaded. Then, the child’s arms begin to pop and straighten out. His legs began to crackle
and straighten. It sounded like popcorn as the vertebrae in the back began to straighten
out. Then, | looked down at the bottom of those legs. If | had not seen it with my own
eyes, | wouldn’t have believed it happened. When my children were babies | used to buy
them something called Silly Putty, because it was so pliable you could mold and shape it.
Those clubs with no toes that never had a shoe on began to look like Silly Putty as they
began to change shape. Suddenly, | saw five toes grow out of each foot. Perfect little feet
were formed. Brother Allen told the mother to go to the other side of the platform and sit
the baby down. For the first time that child began to take a step. The child took another
step and another step, and then began running across the platform to his mother. His
mother picked him up in her arms and began rejoicing, twirling and dancing him around
the platform. “

Brother Schambach said, “Then, | looked down on the front row where those sitting in the
wheelchairs were located. There must have been a dozen or more people in wheelchairs.
All the people in wheelchairs simultaneously stood to their feet and began to jump, dance,
and run around the tent. Then, | looked over towards the other side where those who
were on their deathbed were lying. They had been brought in by ambulance by the
hospital as a last resort in hopes they might possibly be healed. Every person in a
stretcher got up and began dancing and run around the tent. Then, | watched as people
began placing on the platform what looked like transistor radios. | realized they were
hearing aids [back in those days that’s how large hearing aids were]. | saw other people
running up and placing crutches, canes, and walkers on the platform. Some of the canes
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were white with a red tip six inches long at the end, which meant they were the canes of
blind people who had been healed and didn’t need them anymore. The record shows that
every sick person under that 5,000-seat tent went home healed that night.

A few weeks later | received a letter from that mother. She said, ‘Brother Schambach, |
just wanted to let you know how much | appreciate you praying with me, and to let you
know that when | got back home the next day for my baby’s doctor’s appointment they
didn’t want me to let the baby leave the hospital. They kept him there for five days for
observation. They brought in 22 specialists. Twenty-two specialists confirmed that my
baby was healed of 22 diseases. But, | also thought you might want to know how | got
home that night. You know | placed the last $20 | had on me in the offering. But | needed
a miracle. After the service, a lady walked up to congratulate me on my baby being
healed. When she shook my hand | felt there was something in there. When she took her
hand away she left it there. | opened my hand and there was a $20 bill. Then another
lady came and wanted to give me money...and another one...then another. Then they
started lining up wanting to give me money. | didn’t know what else to do so I just opened
my purse. When they finished, | went into the ladies room and poured it all out and
counted it. It was $544 and some cents.” That was a lot of money in 1958. It was her 12
baskets fulll”

Brother Schambach went on to say, “I hope you won’t blame me, but many a time I've
tried to recreate that service. I've tried singing the same songs, reading the same
Scripture, etc. | never could recreate what God did in that service. Then, one day the
Lord spoke to me and said, ‘It was not you or Brother Allen that caused every person in
that tent to have the faith to be healed. It was the faith of that little mother.”

Let me ask you why. It is because she got past her need and moved into the realm of
faith. She did the difficult and God did the impossible. Did Brother Schambach feel sorry
for that mother? Sure he did. But feeling sorry for her didn’t bring healing to her son.
What brought about that miracle was she took a leap of faith. It's all she had. God made
up the difference. Faith is the catalyst that unlocks the door to divine blessing. When we
have done our part, we must leave the rest to God. There will always be more healings
where there is an atmosphere of faith. Even the Lord found it difficult to perform healings
in an atmosphere of unbelief (Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:6).

People attend church each Sunday with needs. Some walk away with their needs met,
but many don’t. The reason many don’t receive their miracle is because their focus is on
themselves and not God. There are those who want to overcome habits and strongholds,
but don’t believe they can because they have tried before and failed. They have tried to
change, but seem to go back into the same old ways. Faith is the key. | don’t know what
step of faith God is going to tell you to take to get your miracle. But | can tell you, He’s
going to tell you to do or say something that will stretch your faith. It may be giving
someone your last meal or begin tithing where you may have never tithed before. It might
be something as simple as going to the altar and asking one of the altar workers to pray
for you. Whatever it is, it will require you to step out of your comfort zone and into the
unknown. Your job is to do the difficult. God'’s job is to do the impossible.
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Let me bring this portion of the study to a close by asking you about your relationship with
God. Eternity is the wrong thing to be wrong about. You can be wrong about a lot of
things in this life and survive. But you can’t be wrong about eternity and get away with it.
Eternity is forever. If there is a question about your relationship with God or any doubts,
now is the time to settle the issue. Here is a prayer that may help you with the old
accounts of your heart: “God, | acknowledge my need for Your forgiveness. | need Your
Son, Jesus, to wash me clean in His blood. | don’t want to think, | don’t want to wonder, |
want to know without a shadow of doubt that | am in right relationship with You. Please
forgive me of all my sins and cleanse me from the inside out. From this day forward, |
hereby declare Jesus to be the Lord of my life. Amen.”

Section VI - The Authority of the Believer

Mark 13:34 says, “It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave
authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.”
It's not enough to have Holy Ghost power; we must also exercise the God-given authority
that goes along with that power. The authority to perform miracles has nothing to do with
your position in church, but your position in Christ (John 1:13; Ephesians 2:6-7). When
true authority stands up to Satan he steps aside! It's in the Bible:

Luke 10:1, “After the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two
ahead of Him to every town and place where he was about to go.” Verses 17-18,
“The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us in
your name.” 18He replied, ‘1 saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19| have given
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions [demonic powers] and to
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”

Mark 16:17-18, “And those who believe shall use my authority to cast out demons,
and they shall speak new languages....they will be able to place their hands on the
sick and heal them” (The Living Bible).

James 5:15-16, “...the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up...the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”

The basic issue in the Kingdom of God is that of authority. Perhaps for this reason Jesus
declared His absolute authority in heaven and earth and His continual presence with us as
we evangelize the world for Him (Matthew 28:19-20). Although you will face evil cosmic
and earthly powers that will oppose you and harass you as you seek to carry out Christ’s
redemptive mission, none of them will be greater than Jesus’ authority in you. That is
because “the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
Believe it!

Conclusion
Faith is the only acceptable human response to God’s grace (Romans 1:17). Hope

changed to faith brings results. A person cannot have one without the other. Faith is
laying hold of the unrealities of hope and bringing them into the realm of reality.
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Questionnaire
The Makings of a Miracle

Instructions

In the pursuit of a course of this nature much Scripture must be read. It is recommended
that you read the assigned Scripture before reading the explanatory material in the study
course. Certainly the student hardly needs the exhortation to read prayerfully. The Bible
is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written. That is because the Holy
Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).

It is also recommended that you read through an entire section at a time before answering
the questions provided in the workbook. The value of reading with continuity is that we
discern the central line of thought, the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the
understanding of others related to it.

Following each section, suggestive questions have been prepared to help you grasp the
“meat” of the study. It is important that you completely read through each section before
answering.

If you need help understanding the material or have a question, please contact your
Course Advisor at TEMO@nicevilleag.com.

Section | - Faith, the Way to Please God

1. What is the main purpose of this course?

2. According to Hebrews 11:5, what distinguished believers of old from the crowd?

3. Why is faith such a big deal with God?

4. "Faith is the assurance you will receive what you ask for when you ask for it. It is

basically the guarantee from God that the thing for which you have fondly hoped is at last
yours.” True False
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5. Where does faith come from (Romans 10:17)?

6. What is the difference between hope and faith?

Section Il - Learning from Abraham, the Patriarch

1. Often, key Biblical figures had their name changed by God (i.e., Abram’s name was
changed to Abraham). What did that signify?

2. Like Abraham, our call to serve God is often filled with serious challenges. Name the
reasons the writer gives for hardships in a believer’s life?

3. More than anything, God wants us to be dependent on Him for everything (1 Peter 1:5;
Genesis 15:1). Why?

4. What is the relationship between faith and courage?

5. The Lord went into great detail in Genesis 15:13-15 to explain to Abraham why his
descendants would not immediately take possession of the land He promised them. Why
do you think God provided Abraham with so much detail?

6. What heritage have you received from God that you can pass on to your children?
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7. The Lord personally appeared to Abraham in Genesis 18 in order to spend some time
in fellowship with him. How important is ongoing fellowship with God?

8. What can we learn from Abraham'’s rollercoaster faith?

9. How does Abraham’s momentary lapse of faith affect the overall Biblical view of him
being a man of faith?

10. All of the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 failed God at one time or another. It's
not that we fail, we all do, but what we do after we fail. The writer of the study presented
four steps that a believer should take when he/she fails. What are they?

apop

12. Using Abraham’s example as a springboard, the writer presents three steps that
should be taken when we are faced with heartbreaking situations. What are they?

a.
b.
C.

13. Abraham received great promises from God. We New Testament believers have as
well. One of those promises is found in Romans 8:28. What is it?

28



Section Ill - The Focus of Faith

1. Faith focuses on God and His ability and not on needs.
____True ___ False

2. Matthew 15:21-28 tells of a Canaanite woman who came to Jesus to have her
daughter delivered. Circle the correct answer:

a. The story indicates Jesus will only heal believers, which were Jews at that time.

b. The story portrays a contemptuous God.

c. The story does not portray a contemptuous God. It portrays a willing One who
delights in a sincere seeker.

d. The story has no significant value to an understanding of the importance of faith
when getting our needs met from God.

3. Matthew 14:22-36 tells the story of the disciples getting caught in a storm while
crossing the Sea of Galilee. Select the spiritual truths that can be derived from this story:

a. Real faith believes when in the eye of the storm.

b. Real faith holds up under the storm.

c. Trials and tribulations are report card times. They tell us where we are in our faith
walk with God.

d. The time to build faith is not during the storm, but before it hits!

e. All of the above.

4. John 5:2-8 is a story of a man who was paralyzed and his encounter with Jesus. In
verse 6, Jesus asks the man a peculiar question, “Do you want to get well?” Why do you
think Jesus asked that question, didn’t He know the man was paralyzed?

Section IV - Faith is a Multiplier
1. In Matthew 17:14-21, the disciples were unable to cast a demon out of a body. What
reason did Jesus give them for their inability to do so?
2. What is the difference between unbelief and disbelief?
3. What did the writer of the study say the reason was for Jesus to compare faith to a

seed and not a grain of sand or pebble?

4. What are the two reasons the writer of the study believes Jesus compared faith to a
mustard seed.

5. According to Matthew 17:20, once the mountain of is removed,
nothing will be impossible for you?
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6. What do you believe the Lord is saying to us in this analogy?

7. What step of faith did the woman have to take in 2 Kings 4:1-6 before the miracle could
take place?

8. What is the significance of her actions?

9. The woman in 2 Kings 4 limited her blessing by her lack of faith to bring in more jars.
It's not a matter of God running out of miracles; it's a matter of us running out of ...

Money.
Friends.
Faith.
Church.

apop

10. In 1 Kings 17:8-14, when did the woman receive her miracle?

Section V - Faith Does the Difficult and Believes God for the Impossible

1. Reference Joshua 3:15. After walking 40 years in the desert, a second generation of
Israelites arrived at the Jordan River when it was at flood stage. God had over 40 years to
get this generation of Israelites to Canaan and He gets them there during flood stage!
Why?

2. Reference 2 Kings 5:1-14. What two things did Naaman have to overcome to get his
miracle?

3. In John 11:38-44, Jesus showed up after His friend Lazarus was already dead. Jesus
had the people remove the stone. He could have easily spoken a word of faith and the
stone would have rolled away supernaturally. Why do you think the Lord had the people
remove the stone?

4. What act of faith did Peter exercise in Acts 3:1-8?

5. What act of faith did the crippled beggar exercise?
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6. Reference the story by Rev. R.W. Schambach concerning the healing of the 4-year old
boy the last night of the crusade. Whose faith was it that caused every person in that tent
to have the faith to be healed, according to what God told Rev. Schambach?

Section VI - The Authority of the Believer
1. Which statement is true?

a. It's not enough to have Holy Ghost power; we must also exercise the God-given
authority that goes along with that power.

b. The authority to perform miracles has nothing to do with your position in church, but
your position in Christ (John 1:13; Ephesians 2:6-7).

c. When true authority stands up to Satan, he steps aside! It's in the Bible.

d. All of the above.

2. Which statement is true?

a. Faith is the only acceptable human response to God’s grace (Romans 1:17).

b. Hope changed to faith brings results. A person cannot have one without the other.

c. Faith is laying hold of the unrealities of hope and bringing them into the realm of
reality.

d. None of the above.

e. All of the above.
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STOP!

Complete
guestionnaire
prior to
checking
answers.

Answer Sheet

The Makings of a Miracle

Section | - Faith, the Way to Please God

1. What is the main purpose of this course? Answer: The purpose of this course is to
provide the student an understanding of faith and how it relates to day-to-day activities
and to build faith within the heart of the reader.

2. According to Hebrews 11:5, what distinguished believers of old from the crowd?
Answer: It was an act of faith.

3. Why is faith such a big deal with God? Answer: It hurts Him when His children fail to
believe Him.

4. "Faith is the assurance you will receive what you ask for when you ask for it. It is
basically the guarantee from God that the thing for which you have fondly hoped is at last
yours.” x True ___ False

5. Where does faith come from (Romans 10:17)? Answer: Faith comes from hearing the
Word of God.

6. What is the difference between hope and faith? Answer: Hope is looking for
something to happen; faith believes it has already happened or is happening. Faith sees
it done in the spirit realm before it materializes in the physical realm.

Section Il - Learning from Abraham, the Patriarch

1. Often, key Biblical figures had their name changed by God (i.e., Abram’s name was
changed to Abraham). What did that signify? Answer: Having one’s name changed
signified entering into a covenant relationship with God.

2. Like Abraham, our call to serve God is often filled with serious challenges. Name the
reasons the writer gives for hardships in a believer’s life. Answer: First, it can be because
we are living a holy lifestyle (2 Timothy 3:12). Hardships and trials can also be a sign that
God recognizes our firm commitment to Him and wants to show us off to the invisible
forces of evil (see Job chapters 1 and 2. Other times, it is to help us grow in faith
(Genesis 22: 1 Peter 1:3-7).
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3. More than anything, God wants us to be dependent on Him for everything (1 Peter 1:5;
Genesis 15:1). Why? Answer: Only then are we prepared for the greater challenges of
life which are meant to increase persevering faith, develop character, and bring us into
mature hope (James 1:3-4; Romans 5:3; Luke 8:13).

4. What is the relationship between faith and courage? Answer: Faith always requires a
form of courage. If it didn't, it wouldn't be faith!

5. The Lord went into great detail in Genesis 15:13-15 to explain to Abraham why his
descendants would not immediately take possession of the land He promised them. Why
do you think God provided Abraham with so much detail? Answer: Abraham’s confidence
in the Lord’s promise would have to be passed on to his children and their offspring so
when they faced the challenges before them, they would have to have faith in the Lord’s
ability to bring His promise to pass and embrace the same hope and assurances provided
to Abraham.

6. What heritage have you received from God that you can pass on to your children?
Answer: To maintain a deep faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, become a person of faith and prayer, and a love for the Word of God (Bible).

7. The Lord personally appeared to Abraham in Genesis 18 in order to spend some time
in fellowship with him. How important is ongoing fellowship with God? Answer: Without
ongoing fellowship with God, Christian living and service sink to mere pretense.

8. What can we learn from Abraham'’s rollercoaster faith? Answer: Rather than viewing
the struggles of life as a negative, it is better to view them as a normal part of the growth
process that takes place within all believers. We all wrestle with fear and doubt from time
to time on our journey to the Father’s house (John 14:2). Sometimes we can clearly see
God and His will. At other occasions, in the middle of storms, it may be difficult to see
God. He will be there nonetheless.

9. How does Abraham’s momentary lapse of faith affect the overall Biblical view of him
being a man of faith? Answer: It doesn’t! Because you fail does not mean you are a
failure! In spite of Abraham’s temporary lapse of faith, he went on to become a great
individual of faith (Romans 4:16-17; Hebrews 11:17; James 2:21-23).

10. All of the heroes of faith listed in Hebrews 11 failed God at one time or another. It's
not that we fail, we all do, but what we do after we fail. The writer of the study presented
four steps that a believer should take when he/she fails. What are they? (Answer: e)

Repent and ask God to forgive us (1 John 1:9-10).

Forgive ourselves.

Don't let our failure define our relationship with God.

Learn from our mistakes. Subsequent chapters in Genesis show that Abraham’s
sin was the turning point experience in his walk of faith. It was for many other
Biblical characters as well (i.e., Samson, David, etc.).

e. All of the above.

apop
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11. Using Abraham’s example as a springboard, the writer presents three steps that
should be taken when we are faced with heartbreaking situations. What are they?

(Answer: d)

a. Maintain confidence in God even though all that we see or experience at the time
seems intent on destroying that confidence.

b. Keep in mind God’s promises, even though our circumstances seem to deny the
validity of those promises.

c. Follow the commandments and precepts found in the Bible.

d. All of the above

12. Abraham received great promises from God. We New Testament believers have as
well. One of those promises is found in Romans 8:28. What is it? Answer: Even in
hardship and suffering, even in bitter disappointments, even when wrongly treated, we can
know that God will work amidst such situations to fulfill His good purpose in our life.

Section Ill = The Focus of Faith

1. Faith focuses on God and His ability, and not on needs.
X __True ___ False

2. Matthew 15:21-28 tells of a Canaanite woman who came to Jesus to have her
daughter delivered. (Answer: c)

a. The story indicates Jesus will only heal believers, which were Jews at that time.

b. The story portrays a contemptuous God.

c. The story does not portray a contemptuous God. It portrays a willing One who
delights in a sincere seeker.

d. The story has no significant value to an understanding of the importance of faith
when getting our needs met from God.

3. Matthew 14:22-36 tells the story of the disciples getting caught in a storm while
crossing the Sea of Galilee. Select the spiritual truths can be derived from this story.
(Answer: e)

a. Real faith believes when in the eye of the storm.

b. Real faith holds up under the storm.

c. Trials and tribulations are report card times. They tell us where we are in our faith
walk with God.

d. The time to build faith is not during the storm, but before it hits!

e. All of the above.

34



4. John 5:2-8 is a story of a man who was paralyzed and his encounter with Jesus. In
verse 6, Jesus asks the man a peculiar question, “Do you want to get well?” Why do you
think Jesus asked that question, didn’t He know the man was paralyzed? Answer: To see
if the man had enough faith to believe in the miraculous. The Lord knew he wasn’t. Proof
of that lies in the fact the man went into a long discourse about his condition and how no
one will help him into the pool at the precise time. “Do you want to get well?” is a “yes” or
“no” question! Jesus didn’t ask to go into all the details about how helpless his situation
was. All He wanted to know from the man was if he was ready for his miracle? Are you?

Section IV - Faith is a Multiplier
1. In Matthew 17:14-21, the disciples were unable to cast a demon out of a body. What
reason did Jesus give them for their inability to do so? Answer: Jesus stated it was

because of their unbelief. (verse 20).

2. What is the difference between unbelief and disbelief? Answer: Disbelief is the
absence of faith or refusing to believe. Unbelief is not enough faith.

3. What did the writer of the study say the reason was for Jesus to compare faith to a
seed and not a grain of sand or pebble? Answer: All we have to do is to sow it. Like a
seed, faith multiplies.

4. What are the two reasons the writer of the study believes Jesus compared faith to a
mustard seed. Answer: First, in spite of its circumstances the mustard seed keeps
growing until it finds a way to come up out of the ground. Second, it is because of the
mustard seed’s ability to multiply.

5. According to Matthew 17:20, once the mountain of is removed, nothing
will be impossible for you? Answer: Unbelief!

6. What do you believe the Lord is saying to us in this analogy? Answer: If we remove
unbelief from our hearts, nothing will be impossible for us.

7. What step of faith did the woman have to take in 2 Kings 4:1-6 before the miracle could
take place? Answer: She had to go to her neighbors and borrow every empty vessel she
could find. Then she had to go inside her house and pour what oil she had left into the
jars (2 Kings 4:3).

8. What is the significance of her actions? Answer: When we do our part by believing,
God does Hi part.
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9. The woman in 2 Kings 4 limited her blessing by her lack of faith to bring in more jars.
It's not a matter of God running out of miracles; it's a matter of us running out of what?

(Answer: c)

Money
Friends
Faith
Church

apop

10. In 1 Kings 17:8-14, when did the woman receive her miracle? Answer: It was when
she, by faith, started using what she had. Elijah basically told the woman that if she didn’t
demonstrate some faith she was going to die for sure.

Section V - Faith Does the Difficult and Believes God for the Impossible

1. Reference Joshua 3:15. After walking 40 years in the desert, a second generation of
Israelites arrived at the Jordan River when it was at flood stage. God had over 40 years to
get this generation of Israelites to Canaan and He gets them there during flood stage!
Why? Answer: It was harvest time in Canaan at that time of year and the people would
need something to eat while conquering the land.

2. Reference 2 Kings 5:1-14. What two things did Naaman have to overcome to get his
miracle? Answer: He had to overcome his pride and unbelief.

3. In John 11:38-44, Jesus showed up after His friend Lazarus was already dead. Jesus
has the people remove the stone. He could have easily spoken a word of faith and the
stone would have rolled away supernaturally. Why do you think the Lord had the people
remove the stone? Answer: So they could exercise faith and be a part of the miracle. It
took great faith for them to roll away that stone.

4. What act of faith did Peter exercise in Acts 3:1-8? Answer: He offered the crippled
beggar his hand.

5. What act of faith did the crippled beggar exercise? Answer: He reached out and took
Peter’s hand.

6. Reference the story by Rev. R.W. Schambach concerning the healing of the four-year
old boy the last night of the crusade. Whose faith was it that caused every person in that
tent to have the faith to be healed according to what God told Rev. Schambach.? Answer:
It was the faith of the mother of the deformed and diseased 4-year old child.
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Section VI - The Authority of the Believer

1. Which statement is true? (Answer: d)

a.

b.

It's not enough to have Holy Ghost power; we must also exercise the

God-given authority that goes along with that power.

The authority to perform miracles has nothing to do with your position in church, but
your position in Christ (John 1:13; Ephesians 2:6-7).

c. When true authority stands up to Satan he steps aside! It's in the Bible.
d.

All of the above.

2. Which statement is true? (Answer: €)

Faith is the only acceptable human response to God’s grace (Romans 1:17).
Hope changed to faith brings results. A person cannot have one without the other.
Faith is laying hold of the unrealities of hope and bringing them into the realm of
reality.

None of the above.

All of the above.
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