Self-Study Courses through Niceville Assembly of God

Distance learning and self-study are among the most dynamic and fastest-growing educational strategies
in colleges and churches across America. Though different from traditional classroom study
methodology, the goal is the same: to guide students through a systematic approach to spiritual
formation.

This course has been carefully written and prepared so that you may experience intellectual and personal
growth in the convenience of your home and at your own pace. Do not expect home study to be an easy
shortcut to learning; it requires high maotivation and self-discipline, since there are no prearranged class
times. If you follow the process faithfully, however, your investment of valuable time will pay rich
dividends in increased understanding and spiritual growth!

To assist students in grasping the concepts presented in self-study courses, a qualified Course Advisor is
available to answer any questions you may have and to help guide you through the materials. Simply e-
mail your questions or comments about course content to dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com. Your
question(s) will receive prompt attention by your Course Advisor!

Suggestions for Studying

You cannot study the Bible as though it were just another book. Those who wrote it were inspired by the
Holy Spirit, so you need the Holy Spirit to illuminate its truth to your heart and mind. With an open Bible,
the Holy Spirit, a textbook, and a study guide, you're in the classroom of the Holy Spirit. As a student of
the Holy Spirit, you'll achieve the goal of this course--anointed learning. Here are some study tips:

1. Set aside quiet and regular times for your study. Concentration is easier if you turn your mind to your
studies at the same time each day.

2. Pray as you begin each study session. Ask the Lord to help you understand the material and make
appropriate application to your life.

3. Look over the lesson objectives and the questions at the back of this workbook prior to reading each
section.

4. Read through the lesson. Look up scripture references and take any notes that may be helpful. You
may want to highlight pages or take notes in the margins as specific points make an impression on
you.

5. Close the book and try to think through the main points. Think about what you've learned and seek
ways to apply it in your personal life, in discussion with family and friends, in a Bible lesson, etc.

6. Answer the study questions in the back of the workbook. To get the most out of this study, be sure to
use the manual properly. Don’t simply turn to the section designated and search only for the answer,
leaving the rest of the valuable material unread.

7. Take your time. No bell will ring to force you to move on to new material.

8. Make good use of reference tools, such as a study Bible, a comprehensive concordance, and a Bible
dictionary. An up-to-date English dictionary will help you understand words that may be unfamiliar.

9. If you have access to the internet, you may want to use online resources such as
http://www.biblegateway.com/, http://www.bible.org/, http://www.e-sword.net/.

10. Email any questions you may have concerning this course and its contents to
dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com. Please indicate which course you are taking and the specific page
number(s) which is/are in question.

11. When you have completed all study questions, you may check your answers against the answer key
in the back of the workbook. Don't “cheat” Remember, the only person you will be cheating is
yourself!



Personal Goals and Progress

Learning Goal
From this course | hope to be able to:

Study Goal

| plan to schedule the following time(s) for study:

Monday: Friday:

Tuesday: Saturday:
Wednesday: Sunday:
Thursday: Hours per Week:
Progress

Date Course Started:

Date Course Completed:

Personal Commitment

| hereby submit myself to the Holy Spirit and commit myself to becoming the person God created me to
be.

Signature Date



Discovering and Following God’s Will
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Description

No phrase is used more often, and perhaps misused in today’s Christian vocabulary, than the
will of God. That is because finding and following the will of God affects every turn we make on
the highway of life: Do | change jobs or don't I? Does the Lord have a specific place for me to
make a living, or is He only concerned with me having a job so | can pay my bills? Is this the
right place for me to live, orisn’t it? Is the Lord even concerned where | live? Should | embark
on a particular ministry? If so, when is the time right to make the move | believe God wants me
to make? Is buying this house God’'s will? Is this the right career for me or should | change
careers? For singles, it might be should | marry a particular person. Or, does God even care
who | marry as long as | marry a believer? How important is it that we “feel” right about a
certain decision, or “feel” led, as we like to say in Christian circles? Does an opportunity mean
Godis init? How can | know? How much importance should | place in “open doors?” These
are the kinds of questions most Christians struggle with as they attempt to apply doctrinal truth
to everyday decision making. This course is designed to help you find answers to these kinds
of questions and find the specific will of God for your life.

Objectives

There are those who say it is impossible to know the complete will of God for one’s life. This
series of lessons will prove them wrong. The will of God is not a maze to which God’s people
are never certain as to where they are going. God has a wonderful discoverable and workable
plan for each of our lives. The key is to find it. This study is designed to help you do just that!
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Purpose

No phrase is used more often, and perhaps misused, in today’s Christian vocabulary
than the will of God, and for good reason. Other than knowing Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior, no subject is more important than knowing and following the will of God. That is
because finding and following the will of God affects every turn we make on the highway
of life. The will of God is not a maze to which God’s people are never certain where
they are going. God has a wonderful discoverable and workable plan for each of our
lives. The key is to find it. This study is designed to help you do just that! You will be
given clear answers on how to find God’s will for your life and how to know for sure you
are making the right decisions in life.

Except otherwise noted, all Scripture is taken from the New International Version of the
Bible.

The Builder and His Architect

The Psalmist said, “Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit
lead me on level ground” (Psalm 143:10). This course is designed to help you find the
leading of God’s will through His Spirit. No phrase is used more often, and perhaps
misused, in today’s Christian vocabulary than the will of God. That is because finding
and following the will of God affects every turn we make on the highway of life.
Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For | know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” This study is
designed to do just that.

Read Matthew 7:21-27; Matthew 21:42-44; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17; 1 Corinthians 6:19-
20; and Galatians 5:16-26. The following story will bring these passages together. An
extremely wealthy king decided to build a beautiful neighborhood on some land he
owned. He developed the house plans, poured the foundation and delivered the
needed materials so his tenants could build a quality house to honor him with. The king
even sent his architect over to set the cornerstone in place and guide each builder. The
cornerstone is what builders follow to keep the building straight. If the cornerstone is
crooked, the house will be crooked. All of this was provided free of charge! When
everything was ready, the king sent out his servants to invite people to come and begin
building.

There were three individuals who decided to take the king up on his offer. The first man
stubbornly refused to build on the king’'s foundation. He wanted a scenic view and
decided to build on his own beach-front property a few blocks away. What he didn’t
know was he had built on sinking sand. Although his house looked good, it was



destroyed by the first storm that came along. Not only was everything the man put into
the house lost, he also lost his life (Matthew 7:26-27). The second person decided to
build on the king’s sure foundation, but was too proud to follow the king’s cornerstone,
follow his house plans, or take the advice of the king’s architect. He also refused to use
the building materials the king had provided. This man’s house turned out to be nothing
more than a cardboard shack that was dishonoring to both himself and the king. A fire
burned his house down, leaving only the foundation. Although he was saved, this man
had nothing to show for his labor (1 Corinthians 3:10-15). Being humble and grateful for
the opportunity to honor the king for all he had done for him, the third individual built on
the king’s sure foundation, followed the king’s cornerstone, used the king’s house plans
and building materials, and intently followed the advice and leading of the king’s
architect. His house turned out to be a showpiece that was honoring to both himself
and the king. When the “rains came down, the storms rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, yet it did not fall” (Matthew 7:25).

God the Father is the king in the story. His rule over our lives is His kingdom or
neighborhood (Matthew 21:31). Jesus Christ is God’s sure foundation and Cornerstone
whom we must accept and follow (Matthew 21:42). The Bible is God’s house plan on
how to build our spiritual house. The Holy Spirit is God’s architect. The building
materials are the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Following the will of God as
directed by the Holy Spirit is building our spiritual house of righteousness. Proverbs
14:12 states, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.

Prerequisites for Understanding the Will of God

Prerequisite #1 is to be born of God’s Spirit.

The Bible does not provide us with a “formula” or checklist on how to hear God'’s voice
and understand His will because hearing God’s voice comes by being in a personal
relationship with Him. Read 1 Corinthians 1:8 and 1 Corinthians 2:6-14. Many studies
on the will of God overlook the fact that until a person enters into a personal relationship
with God by becoming born of God’s Spirit, he or she is incapable of understanding
spiritual matters and doing God’s bidding (John 3:3; John 4:24). An unbeliever trying to
hear God'’s voice is like trying to pick up a FM station on an AM radio. You can turn the
dial back and forth as much as you want but all you will pick up is noise. You can even
go out and purchase a giant antenna and attach it to the radio, but all you are going to
get is noise. Why? It is because you are trying to pick up a signal for which the
receiver is not equipped. Nothing external that you could do will help. Something has
to happen on the inside; an FM receiver must be installed. So it is with understanding
the things of God. Something has to happen on the inside; a person must become re-
born of God’s Spirit in order to hear God’s voice and understand spiritual matters,
because God is Spirit.



God desires to have a relationship with us, but our sins have separated us from Him.

To varying degrees, most of us are aware of this and try to do things to get back to God,
but it doesn’t work.

Furthermore, the sins we have committed have to be punished, which is eternal death in
the lake of fire (Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:15).

The good news is that Christ provided a bridge over which we can be forgiven and enter
into a personal relationship with God. When Jesus died on the cross, He (1) paid our
sin debt, (2) cancelled out the death penalty we owed, and (3) made it possible for us to
be forgiven and be born of God’s Spirit.



It's not enough just to know this, however. We must admit we are sinners and ask God
for His forgiveness and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. When, by faith, we do that we
cross over from death into life and become re-born and enter into a personal
relationship with God. Then, we can hear from God.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Note verses 17 and 21. A Christian is not only a person
who receives forgiveness and gets to go to heaven; he or she has a new nature-a
righteous nature. The moment you repented, asked for forgiveness and trusted in
Jesus, you...

Were forgiven (Colossians 2:13-14), declared righteous (2 Corinthians 5:17), made into
a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Corinthians 1:30), received God’s spiritual
nature (John 3-7; 5:14), and entered God’s kingdom of righteousness and power (Luke
11:20; Romans 14:17; 1 Corinthians 4:20; Colossians 1:13).

Received an inner witness of the Holy Spirit of receiving Christ in your innermost being
(Romans 8:15-16; Colossians 1:27; Revelation 3:20).

Accepted by Father God as one of His sons (John 1:12; Colossians 1:19-22).

Became Christ centered (Galatians 2:20) and an ambassador for Christ

(2 Corinthians 5:20).

Set free from sin and became slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:11-18), capable of
overcoming the world through faith (1 John 5:4).

Became Spirit-led (John 14:26; 16:13; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:13).

Able to love like God (1 John 4:9-17).

Received an anointing (1 John 2:20).

So, the first prerequisite for understanding the will of God is to be born again. To
counsel someone concerning the will of God who is not in right relationship with God is
like counseling a dead person. They are spiritually dead, but they simply don’t know it
(2 John 5:12).

Prerequisite #2 is to grow up in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus and
maintain a spiritual mindset. To fully understand the will of God from day to day, we
must grow up in the Lord and maintain a spiritual mindset. Cross-reference 1 Peter 2:1-
3; 2 Peter 3:11-18; Hebrews 5:12-14. Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is — His good, pleasing, and perfect will.”
Paul’s point is that we will never find God’s will copying the thinking, customs, and




behavioral ways of the world we live in. Looking at life from a worldly or carnal
perspective is like the little boy who tries to watch a parade through the knot hole in a
wooden fence. Not only can he not see much, what he does see is distorted. We will
never be able to fully understand the will of God viewing life through a secular and
worldly mindset, because the present world system is evil (Acts 2:40; Galatians 1:4) and
under the control of Satan (John 12:31; 1 John 5:19).

While we live in an external world of family, cities, and nationhood, we also belong to
the kingdom of God. In His command, “Give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God
what is God’s” (Luke 20:25), Jesus underscored the fundamental tension that can result
from this dual citizenship. Because God’s kingdom has no parliament building, no royal
trappings, no geographical borders, fences or walls separating His people from the
world, it is sometimes difficult for immature Christians to break free of the worldly
mindset they grew up under. The more we allow the Holy Spirit to renew our minds
through the Scriptures, the more we will begin to think like God. And the more we think
like God, the more we know His will, honor and glorify Him, and fulfill our destiny for life.

Basic Premise or Purpose

Thus far, we found there are two Biblical mandates for understanding spiritual matters
and hearing God'’s voice: to enter into a personal relationship with God by being born of
God'’s Spirit and by maintaining a spiritual mindset. In this session, we are going to
examine the basic purpose for discovering and following the will of God. Our purpose
for finding and doing God’s will starts with understanding our purpose for being alive on
planet earth. God will never override His purpose for creating us. Ask yourself, “Why
did God create me? What is God’s eternal purpose for my life? Why did God save
me?” The answer to these questions is found in the following passages:

1 Chronicles 16: Versel0, “Glory in His holy name; let the heart of those who seek the
LORD rejoice.” Verse 24, “Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds
among all peoples.” Verses 28-29: “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the nations,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, 29ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name.
Bring an offering and come before Him; worship the LORD in the splendor of His
holiness.”

Psalm 29:1-2, “Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength. 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor
of His holiness.”

Isaiah 43:7, “...everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom
| formed and made.”

1 Peter 2:11-12, “Dear friends, | urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to
abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12Live such good lives among
the pagans that though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day He visits us.”

Revelation 16:8-9, “The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was
given power to scorch people with fire. °They were seared by the intense heat and they
cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent
and glorify Him.”




Based on the above passages, we are alive on planet earth for one purpose and that is
to glorify God. To bring glory to God is the reason we were born and the reason we
were reborn. The decisions we make will determine if we are cooperating with God in
that life-long endeavor. That is why it is imperative that we ask ourselves before making
a decision, “Will this bring glory to God?” If it doesn't, then it's not of God.

Compare John 5:30 with John 17:4. What account did Jesus give for His life on earth?
He brought glory to the Father by doing His will. What a testimony! Jesus had one
purpose in mind for coming to planet earth, to please and glorify God. Anything less
than that is coming short of our purpose for being on planet earth. Whatever it might
be, when you are at the cross-roads of life, ask yourself, ‘what will bring the most glory
to God?’ Much of the time, your decision is made by answering that simple question.
Why? “Glorifying God is the standard for which to measure each decision in life
against.” Whether it is a thought, word, relationship or decision, anything short of
glorifying God is missing God’s purpose for allowing us to be alive on His planet.

Definition

Now that we know our purpose for being on planet earth and doing the will of God is to
glorify God, using Matthew 6:10, let's come up with a definition for the will of God. If
you haven't already done so, write down your definition of the will of God. (Ask students
to share their definition with the class) My definition: “The will of God is that which
brings glory to God and furthers His kingdom on earth!” Each decision we make in
life should be that which will best bring the most glory to God to further God’s rule of
righteousness in our lives. This is the standard for which to measure every decision in
life against.

Turn to Romans 12:-1-2 again: “Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual
act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is--His good, pleasing and perfect will.” This passage provides us with
three facts concerning the will of God:

1. The will of God is good. Goodness is that part of God’s nature that does not allow
Him to violate His own nature. The reason the will of God is good is because it is in
harmony with the nature and character of God. The spiritual laws found in the Bible
are an expression of God’s nature. God will never lead you to contradict His own Word.
Never! For God to do so would be violating His own character. This one truth alone
can eliminate many of the wrong decisions we make. There are two things God cannot
do. (1) He cannot sin, nor (2) can He lead you to sin (James 1:13). For God to sin
would mean that God would stop being God. And, God cannot stop being God! If
something you deem to be God’s will, either because of certain circumstances, counsel,
open doors, or some feeling you have, does not perfectly harmonize with God’s nature
as revealed through the Bible, you have been deceived.




2. The will of God is well-pleasing. Some translations use the word “acceptable.” But,
the correct translation is “well-pleasing.” Well-pleasing has two basic meanings. First,
when we focus the whole of our being on finding and doing the will of God, we fill God’s
heart with joy. Second, God’s will is well-pleasing because God allows us to bring Him
pleasure by doing His will. It is an honor to do God'’s will!

1. The will of God is perfect. God’s will is perfect because it is complete,

unchanging, and without error. There is nothing that can be added to it or nothing that
can be taken from God’s will for our lives without diminishing its perfect power. To
“almost” do what God wants us to do is not sufficient. Doing the will of God should
become our total objective in life; not a part of it, not an addendum to our goals, but the
one driving goal in life. That's why studying how to find the will of God is so important.

4. We are to prove what God’s will is. Proof of God’s will is that it will always glorify
God. “Prove” also means that when we follow God’s will, we become creditable
witnesses. In the past, credibility has been the headline for news stories concerning
religious leaders who have committed gross sins. Because they were not what they
claimed to be, they lost their right to be believed. They lost their credibility. Before we
throw too many stones, however, we need to examine our own lives. Many times non-
Christians see no difference between how we live and how they live. They cheat on
taxes, we cheat on taxes; they smoke, we smoke; they use four letter words, we use
four letter words; they drink, we drink; they take drugs, we take drugs; they hold
grudges, we hold grudges; they are unforgiving, we are unforgiving; the gossip, we
gossip; etc. This leaves the world confused. Read Philippians 1:9-11. In verse 10,
“pure” means “without any mixture of the world or evil.” “Blameless” means “not
causing offense” to God or another person. Only by an abounding love poured out
within our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5; Titus 3:5-6) and a full commitment to
God’s Word will we be “pure” and blameless until the day of Christ.”

Primary Will of God

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-16. Thus far, we have examined two conditions for hearing God’s
voice and knowing His will: entering into a personal relationship with God by being born
of God’s Spirit and by maintaining a spiritual mindset. We also found that the reason
we want to do God'’s will is to glorify Him. It is the reason we were born, the reason we
were re-born. Glorifying God is the standard for which to measure each decision in life
against. In Romans 12:2, we discovered that the will of God is the perfect plan of God
for the obedient child of God who desires to bring glory to God. God'’s will is good
because it is in perfect harmony with the revealed Word of God, the Bible. God’s will is
well-pleasing because God allows us to bring Him pleasure by doing His will. God’s will
is perfect because it is complete, unchanging and without error.

In this lesson, we are going to examine the primary will of God. There are two distinct
aspects to God’s will: The primary will of God and the specific will of God. While they
are separate, they are interconnected. That is, you can’t have one without the other.
The “specific” will of God is the day-to-day decisions we have to make. The problem is
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we can’t know the specific will of God until we follow the primary will of God. See chart
below:

Specific Will of God

The structure itself: The Principles of God

Primary Will of God

(Absolutes - Scriptural Boundaries)

The Foundation: Character of God

(Based on Russell Kelfer's booklet, Absolutely the Will of God)

We live in a world where nothing appears to be certain; where morality is said to be
relative, and where there is corruption in almost every segment of society, including the
Christian community. All this is promoted by a world-wide media that is programming
people for a progressive secular society, where moral behavior is subject to personal
interpretation and personal experience. On what do you base your decisions in an
environment like this? To help us discover the answer to that question, let's go back to
our childhood and examine the pattern set for us by our parents. As a child, the
important decisions in life were already made for us by the limits and boundaries placed
upon us by our parents, the scope of which depended on how stern or liberal they were.
That is, things we could do and things we absolutely could not do without specific
consequences. For instance, we didn’'t have to decide if we could play with knives or
guns. We didn’t have to decide if we should jump off the roof of our house. Those
decisions were made for us in advance by the parameters placed upon us by loving
parents.

This is basically what God has done for us in the Bible. The primary will of God is the
boundaries given to us in Scripture in respect to eternity, holy conduct and godly
character. From pages and pages of stories, commands, and promises, key principles
begin to emerge that point us toward the spiritual values God holds dear. There are
those, however, who believe following God’s commands, especially those in the Old
Testament, is legalism. Let me ask you a question, “What constituted all Scripture in
2 Timothy 3:16?” While there were a few New Testament writings being circulated at
the time, for the most part, Scripture was the Old Testament. The Bible Jesus and the
apostles read was the same Old Testament books we have in our English Bible.
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Read Matthew 5:17-20. Does this sound like Old Testament commandments and
precepts are no longer valid? | think not. We must consider the whole counsel of God
when making decisions. However, New Testament believers do not approach God’s
commandments and precepts the same way as Old Testament believers did.

First, the commandments of divine origin are carried over into the New Covenant, not as
a requirement to be saved, but as a way of life (Matthew 23:23-27; Luke 11:42;

John 8:31-32). Anytime we place a requirement upon a person to be saved other than
faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9), we are instructing that person to go back under a
system of works to be saved and teaching that Christ died in vain. The Apostle Paul
said in Galatians 2:21, “If righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for
nothing”. We New Testament believers don’t obey God’s absolutes (commandments)
to be justified before God like Old Testament saints did; we obey them because we
have already been justified through faith in Jesus (Romans 5:1).

The second difference is that Old Covenant believers were law or command-driven;
New Covenant believers are Spirit-led. Those who lived under the Old Covenant tried
to become holy from the outside in by obeying God’s commandments. It didn’t work
because people did not obey from the heart. Nor, did they have the needed internal
empowerment to do so. Under Christ, people are made holy on the inside by His blood
(Hebrews 10:10; 10:16) and empowered and led by the Holy Spirit to obey God’s
spiritual laws from the inside out (Galatians 5:13)!

A third difference between how Old Testament and New Testament saints approach
God’s commandments has to do with motivation. Old Testament saints obeyed God’s
absolutes out of fear and duty; New Testament saints obey out of love. It's how a true
believer in Christ is identified. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what |
command” (John 14:15).

Unless we know and follow Scripture, we are not equipped for making good decisions
and doing the will of God. That is because most of our decisions have already been
made for us through the predetermined boundaries for holy living outlined in God’s
Word. Itis what God has in mind for the Christian life. Let’s examine three facts
concerning Scriptural absolutes:

1. First, whether spelled out as outright commands, or given to us through the lives and
circumstances of individuals, these precepts apply to the people of God of all ages
(Psalm 105:42-45; Revelation 12:17). Why? It is because God’s commandments are a
reflection of His nature and holiness. Since God does not change (Malachi 3:6;
James 1:17), His absolutes (commandments) governing holy living, conduct, and
eternity never change. Furthermore, they can never be interpreted differently in a
given situation. Let me give you an example. Deuteronomy 5:20 and Ephesians 4:25
tell us to be truthful at all times. If God was not infallible we could lay His opinion
alongside everyone else’s and give it some consideration to determine if we can lie in a
given situation. Since God is infallible (perfect in every way) His Word is infallible.
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Therefore, regardless of the circumstances, we must never waiver on following the
Word of God.

Read Matthew 15:1-9 (cross-reference Mark 7:1-3). The charge was not that the
disciples were guilty of poor hygiene, but that they did not observe rituals of cleansing
that had been set by religious leaders of that day. Religious leaders regarded their oral
laws or traditions as having equal authority with God’s Word. Jesus made it clear, they
didn't! Like the Pharisees who had invalidated the commands of God to fit their lifestyle,
there are false teachers of our day trying to invalidate God’s Word to fit the current
culture trends of our day. What was sin 4,000 ago is still sin today (Matthew 15:3-4;
Romans 5:13; 7:7; 6:1-2, 13). Whenever there is a conflict between man-made ideas,
rules, and regulations we must always follow all of God’s Word (Mark 15:6). Since “all
Scripture is God'’s breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16), it is the primary will of God for all of us
and the blueprint for understanding how God thinks.

2. Not only do Scriptural absolutes reflect God’s nature, they free us up to make the
decisions we can make. Because the basic decisions concerning holy living have
already been made for us in the Bible, we are now free to concentrate on the specific
will of God, the decisions we can make, such as where to work, who to marry, where to
go to church, what kind of automobile to buy, where to live, etc.

3. Third, each commandment generates a series of principles which further amplify and
clarify God’s will. These principles provide us with a basic standard for which to
measure each decision against in order to confirm whether a decision is the will of God.
We can absolutely know the will of God if we positively follow Scriptural absolutes and
their corresponding principles.

Class assignment: To give you a feel of how Biblical commandments and associated
principles affect our day-to-day decisions, your homework for next week is to read the
following passages and write down Scriptural absolutes and their corresponding
principle(s).

Deuteronomy 5:18

Absolute: Don’t commit adultery. If you go back to the original language, “do not,”
means do not! The decision to commit adultery is not an option for the born-again
believer because God has already made that decision for him or her. Until heaven and
earth passes away, this absolute will never change.

Corresponding principle found in Mark 10:9-10: Anyone who divorces for other than
Biblical reasons and remarries sins against God. Cross-reference Malachi 2:14 and
Matthew 19:9. There are only two times a believer is permitted to divorce according to
the Word of God. The first one is for marital unfaithfulness (Matthew 5:32). The second
is when a believer is married to a nonbeliever and the nonbeliever wants out of the
marriage (1 Corinthians 7:15).

13



Just because a spouse is a nonbeliever is not a Biblical reason to divorce (1 Corinthians
7:20, 27-28). You say, “But times change.” Indeed they do. But God’s absolutes don’t!
Because God is infallible, Biblical commands and associated principles can never be
changed or altered. Infallible means God cannot make a mistake. If He does, He is not
God.

Numbers 23:19, “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a Son of Man, that He should
change his mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?”
Ecclesiastes 3:14 states, “I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing
can be added to it and nothing taken from it...”

Matthew 24:25, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
Psalm 119:89, “Your Word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.”

Just because society or the church condones divorce doesn’'t mean God does. When
we divorce for non-Biblical reasons, we break God’s absolute, “You shall not commit
adultery.”

The corresponding principle found in Matthew 5:27-30 is don’t lust. Jesus is not telling
us to literally put out our eye, but to avoid lust at all cost because it is mental and
spiritual adultery. If you are praying about whether or not to go into a situation where
there will be known temptation to lust, the choice is already made for you--don’t. Let’'s
say that someone wants to take you out to a certain night club. You already know the
kind of unwholesome environment that will exist when you get there. You also know
what you are going to look at and what is going to happen when you look. You don’t
have to make a decision about whether you should be in an environment like this or not.
God has already made that decision for you. Don’t go! Don’t look! Don't participate! It
is based on the principle of the lust of the eye, which will always stand. It will stand
because it is based on the Scriptural absolute, “You shall not commit adultery”
(Deuteronomy 5:18).

2 Corinthians 6:14-18
Absolute: Remain separate from worldly influence. This absolute basically says that

believers must refrain from unholy compromises by remaining separate from the
corruption of the world system in which they live.

Corresponding principle found in verse 14: Believers must not voluntarily
partnership with unbelievers or become intimately involved with them. Why?
Such relationships have the potential of corrupting our relationship with Christ. This
separation from worldly influence would apply if we are considering building a
relationship, entering into marriage or going into business with someone who is not a
Christian. A Christian’s close association with unbelievers should be only such as is
necessary for social or economic existence or to show unbelievers the way of salvation.
Cross-reference John 17:15-16; James 1:27 and 4:4.
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Acts 1:11

Absolute: Jesus is returning. Nothing the world or Satan can say or concoct up can
change or alter that truth. Jesus is returning to this planet, period.

Corresponding principle found in 2 Peter 3:11-12 is that of readiness: Don’t do or say
anything that would hinder being prepared for Christ’s return. In relationship to our
study, never make a decision that would adversely affect our readiness to be
prepared for Christ’s return. Even if it means great success in this life, if that decision
in any way lessens your opportunity to be prepared for the day of Christ’s return, it's a
wrong decision. Jesus said in Matthew 24:37, “As in the days of Noah, so it will be at
the coming of the Son of Man.” That is, people went about their everyday activities
without any regard for the pending judgment that was soon to come. The Lord will
appear with startling suddenness in a time of indifference and carelessness like Noah’s
time. Some will be taken to meet Him, while others will be left behind. The thought of
that event urges watchfulness and preparedness upon us. The principle of readiness
affects your decision because it comes from the Scriptural absolute that tells us Jesus is
returning again.

Psalm 75:6-7

Absolute: God is the final authority as to who will be promoted and who will be
demoted. Thatis God is the final authority as to who will prosper and who will not
prosper. This absolute comes from God’s character of omniscience. God sees and
knows everything. Numerous principles stem from this absolute.

Corresponding principle found in Luke 14:11: Always remain humble. When we take
the place of God and try to exalt ourselves, He has no alternative but to cut us down to
size and humble us. If there is going to be a promotion in your office and you have to
“brown nose” (politic), publicize your accomplishments in order to get the job, stop it.
Paul said, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition” (Philippians 2:3). In other words, do what
you were sent there to do, and let a sovereign God who sets up one and puts down
another promote you or exalt you as He sees fit.

While there are things we can do to qualify ourselves for promotion, such as increase
our education, work diligently as unto the Lord, be humble, and submit to authority, God
is the final authority and judge. And as such, He, and He alone, will ultimately
determine who will be exalted, promoted, or elevated to a position of authority in this life
and who won’'t. We may think we are in control of our future, but we are not. Working
hard does not mean you will prosper while those who don’t love God as you do will
suffer. It may well mean the opposite (2 Timothy 3:12). Only God knows our eternal
future. He is the only one who can properly judge who to elevate and who to humble.
Man or woman will never be able to take that responsibility away from God. All of God’s
choices for us are right because He knows everything in advance.
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You may be thinking, “How does knowing that help me make decisions?” It releases
principles that you can apply whenever decision time approaches. Jeremiah 17:9-10,
“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? 10I,
the Lord, search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his
conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.” Only God knows which believers can
handle success and which ones cannot. It is not our task to politic for promotion, to
publicize our talents and deeds, or desire success at the expense of another. Should
we need to do so, our decision is already made, even at the expense of not getting what
we are praying about. Seek the honor that can only come from God. The prophet
Daniel and his Hebrew friends are proof of what God will do when we follow this simple
principle (Daniel 1:8-20).

Corresponding principle found in Psalm 37:1-3: Don’t become emotionally involved
or downhearted when the wicked prosper over you. Pray for them and leave them
in God’s hands, because God sets up one and puts down another. If God has allowed
the wicked to prosper, it's His business. However, as this passage points out, allowing
the wicked to prosper is not God’s final word! One day they’ll get what is coming to
them. In the meantime, we are to concentrate on doing God’s will and trusting Him to
do what is right.

Corresponding principle found in Matthew 6:34: There is absolutely no reason to
worry because God controls the future. Suppose you are in a contest where you
work, or you work on commission. You're doing the best you can, but someone keeps
whispering “what ifs” in your ear and you begin to churn inside about how indefinite the
future is. Somehow you begin to think that worrying about it will pressure God into
providing for you. It won't! Matthew 7:11, “If you, then, though you are evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good
gifts to those who ask Him.” In other words, God needs no pressure to provide for His
people. Number one, worry is sin. Number two, you would be violating the absolute
that success and promotion come from God. That absolute is based on God’s perfect
wisdom and His ability to see and know everything in advance before it happens. He
alone knows what's going to happen tomorrow, and He alone controls it. When we are
worrying, we are playing God and denying His absolute sovereignty in our life. In like
manner, if you have to bend your ethics or morals, even slightly, to get a job, to get
promoted or make a sale, that decision is already made for you--don’t do it! Do it God’s
way and He will see to it that you're taken care of, as He sees fit.

1 Corinthians 3:19-20

Absolute: Since God dwells in the hearts of His children, never make a decision
that would degrade the Holy Spirit of God who lives in you. The moment you
repented of your sins and accept Christ as Savior, you became the living temple of the
living God. That is an absolute. Nothing Satan can ever do will change this fact,
because that absolute will never change. It is based on the nature of God. As Spirit,
God is omnipresent. That is, He is everywhere at the same time. While God is
everywhere, He does not dwell in a temple made with hands. He dwells in the hearts of
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His children. You say, “Okay, | accept the fact God the Holy Spirit lives in me, but how
will that affect the decisions | have to make?” Itis simple. Never make a decision that
would degrade the Holy Spirit of God who lives in you.

Corresponding principle found in Psalms 139:7-10: The child of God can never go
beyond God’s care, guidance and supporting strength. Whatever the present and
future hold, God is with us.

Corresponding principle found in 1 Corinthians 6:2: Honor God with our bodies.
When we sin, we not only grieve God, we take Him into that unwholesome environment
with us (1 Corinthians 6:13-15; Ephesians 4:30-32). Because we are purchased by God
through the death of Jesus on the cross, we do not have the right to do anything we
want to with our body. Since God purchased you through the blood of Jesus you have
an obligation to honor Him. There is one thing God absolutely cannot do and that is to
sin or tempt you to do so (James 1:13).

Corresponding principle found in Hebrews 13:5 and Proverbs 18:24: God will never
leave or desert us, because we are His dwelling place. “There is a friend who sticks
closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). God's internal presence means that if you have
to go through adverse circumstances in order to follow the will of God, you don’t go
alone, Jesus is right there with you through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

Corresponding principle found in Galatians 6:7-8: Each action or decision has a
resulting outcome. Paul is addressing a group of people who had left Christ and gone
back under the law. When they stopped believing that Christ and Christ alone can save
(Galatians 4:9), they fell from grace (Galatians 5:4) and began pleasing the sinful nature
(Galatians 4:8-11; 5:1-21). The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that
nature will reap destruction. “Those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God” (Galatians 5:21). See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. In relation to decision making, the
principle of “sowing and reaping” means that every action has a resulting outcome. A
person should expect the outcome to reflect what he or she has sown to create it.

2 Corinthians 1:3-5

Absolute: God comforts us anytime we are in trouble. You say, “Well, He didn’t
comfort me the last time | was suffering.” Not true. Perhaps you weren’'t aware of
God’s comfort or did not accept it due to your state of mind, but God was right there
comforting you. Now, if you were out of fellowship with God, you probably didn’t feel
His comfort. If you were filled with self-pity or bitterness, you most certainly did not
accept His comfort, but it was not because He was not comforting you. The absolute
comfort of God in times of trouble is based on God’s compassion, not His justice. God
doesn’t comfort us because we deserve it; He comforts us because He is full of
compassion and love. The absolute of God’s comfort and compassion should teach us
how to pray and how to act when the sky is falling. After all, that is when we make most
of our wrong decisions. What do we do when we have trouble at work, we quit. When
we are hampered in our ministry, we give up. When our relationships go sour we run
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away. We feel helpless and hopeless, so we turn to the wisdom of this world and the
old carnal nature for solutions. Instead, we should be asking in prayer for our minds to
be made one with God. Because the one time we need God’s wisdom and direction is
when the sky is falling, when we are discouraged.

Corresponding principle found in 2 Corinthians 1: 4-7: God prepares us for ministry
and making Himself known to us when we suffer. Suffering also prepares us for life.
The more we suffer, the more we’ll grow into Christ’s likeness (James 1:3-4, 12; 1 Peter
1:7). The Living Bible (LB) renders 1 Corinthians 10:13 this way: “But remember this—
the wrong desires that come into your life aren’t anything new and different. Many
others have faced exactly the same problems before you. And no temptation is
irresistible. You can trust God to keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you
can’t stand up against it, for He has promised this and will do what He says. He will
show you how to escape temptation’s power so that you can bear up patiently against
it.”

Corresponding principle found in Hebrews 12:6-7: God makes Himself known to us
as sons when we suffer. As we suffer God comforts; when He comforts, we are
transformed into His likeness. Our ministries, our spiritual growth, our potential in the
kingdom of God all hang in the balance (Romans 8:28-29; James 1:3-4, 12; 1 Peter
1:7). Thatis why we must be careful about the decisions we make in times of suffering
and testing. We must never become angry, bitter, or discouraged. If we do, we will
make wrong decisions.

1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Absolute: Guaranteed rewards for labor done. The world longs for this; we have it.
This absolute is based on God’s characteristic of faithfulness. While we are not saved
by works (Ephesians 2:8-9), we will be rewarded for works done in the name of Jesus.
Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” The genius of the new creation
through Christ is that God changes our nature to make good works a reality so we can
receive a reward at the end of life. Because God is dependable, our labor for the Lord
is not in vain. We can't always see what God sees because we are looking for tangible
proof that He’s using us here on earth. Yet, He is laying up rewards in heaven for us
based on our faithfulness to Him. From the absolute of guaranteed rewards comes a
host of principles to live by.

Corresponding principle found in Matthew 6:19-21: Put our treasures where we want
our life to be; because our heart will follow our treasures. If our true treasures are
in heaven, we will avoid misplacing our affections and loyalty because of personal
possessions. The solution to greed is to sell unnecessary or distracting possessions
and give the money to the poor or to the Lord’s work.
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The corresponding principle found in Romans 14:12 and 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 is the
principle of accountability: Believers will someday have to give an account of how
they lived at the "*Judgment Seat of Christ.” There will be no exceptions! While
sinful attitudes, motives, and deeds, when repented of, are forgiven with respect to
eternal punishment (Romans 8:1), believers will still be judged in respect for rewards.
In light of the grace, opportunity, and understand-ing made available to them (Luke
12:48; John 5:24; Romans 8:1), believers will have to give an account of their
faithfulness or unfaithfulness to God (Matthew 25:21, 23; 1 Corinthians 4:2-5).

Corresponding principle found in Colossians 3:18-25: Christ is our real boss, not the
man or woman we work for. Christians are to regard obedience and service to those
over them, as well as all labor, as a service rendered to the Lord. Before we make a
decision, we need to consider the absolute found in 1 Corinthians 15:58: “...our
labor in the Lord is not in vain.” Our obedience unto the Lord and hard work may not be
producing visible results at the time, but that is incidental. What is important is that God
sees what we are doing and will one day reward us accordingly.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6; Ephesians 6:12

Absolute: We are engaged in an ongoing spiritual war between God and Satan.
Second Corinthians 10:3-6 provides us with three principles.

The first corresponding principle is found in verses 1-3: “For though we live in the
world, we do not wage war as the world does.” Why? Itis because we are not
fighting humans. If we were, man’s weapons would work. The reason man-made
weapons won’t work against our enemy(s) is because they are spiritual, not fleshly. We
are fighting Satan and his invisible spiritual forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12). Worldly
weapons such as human ingenuity, talents, wealth, organizational skills, eloquence,
propaganda, charisma, personality, etc. are in themselves inadequate to pull down
Satan’s strongholds. Only God’s weapons of obedience, righteous conduct, prayer,
love, faith, forgiveness, patience, longsuffering, etc. can destroy the unrighteousness
and false teaching of Satan. When we fight evil God’s way, God fights our battles for
us. Instead of taking physical actions, we fight back with prayer. Instead of hating, we
love. Instead of holding a grudge, we forgive. Instead of fearing the unknown, we trust
the God who controls the unknown. When we rest in God’s everlasting arms, He fights
our battles for us. The flesh protests, “I cannot do it.” God answers, “No, you can’t on
your own. You need Me.” Even Jesus couldn’t do it without the Father (John 8:28).
And, apart from Jesus we can do nothing (John 15:5).

The second corresponding principle is found in verses 4-5: God’s purpose for
providing us with spiritual weapons is for demolishing strongholds. These gifts
are not for showing off. Some folks wear their spiritual gifts as badges of pride. They
are not. These gifts are to be used to enhance God’s kingdom. A stronghold is
anything opposing God’s will. When pastors speak of strongholds they usually refer to
something out there in the world such as bar rooms, organized crime, liquor, drugs,
lifestyles involving sexual deviance, etc. While Satan definitely holds people hostage
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with these types of sins, the strongholds Paul is talking about is in the believer’'s own
mind (verse 5) and within the church (verse 6). Paul was speaking to Spirit-filled
believers who had spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12; 14), but lacked love and unity

(1 Corinthians 13). It is love, not spiritual gifts, which unite the body of Christ. In fact, it
is love that proves we are “born of God and know God “(1 John 4:7). The devil doesn’t
know how to handle someone who imitates Christ’s holy lifestyle and lives a life of love
(Galatians 5:22-26; Ephesians 5:1-2).

The third principle is also found in verse 5: The battle over who controls our body is
fought in our minds. While our thoughts and actions are manifestations of a spirit or
presence that is doing the prompting, whether God’s or Satan’s, we are ultimately
responsible for what we entertain or dwell on. While our warfare is against Satan and
his spiritual forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12), the battle for our soul is fought in our very
own minds (2 Corinthians 10:5). That is why we must compare every thought that
enters our mind “against the knowledge of God” and discard everything that is hostile to
God and His Word. Let God’s Word do our talking for us. We need this standard
because we are often attacked from several fronts at the same time. Satan doesn’t
attack us in one area and then wait until we get over that ordeal to attack us again.
When we are discouraged, he attacks us with unbelief. When the body is depressed
and emotionally down, he attacks our finances, our family, etc., to try to get us to
distrust God. He doesn’t do it when we are physically and spiritually strong. If he did,
he’'d get a beating every time! The devil is smarter than that. He doesn’t tempt us with
pride while we are depressed or discouraged, but waits until everything is going good
when we have something to be proud of. He does not sow discord in the church body
when everything is going good, he waits until the church is under fire and then brings
about these little disputes to divide the body of Christ. One way to beat the devil at his
own game is to memorize God’s absolutes and associated principles and put them into
practice every day of our life so when troubled times come, following God’s Word will be
the norm.

We are in the final countdown of the second return of Christ to this earth. As this final
conflict between light and darkness approaches, there is going to be an outpouring of
demon evil that the world has never known. Unfortunately many Christians in America
are in such a state of spiritual slumber that they don’t recognize what is happening.
Consequently, many will be spiritually unprepared when Jesus returns (Matthew 25:5).
The root of the problem is two-fold. First, many Christians are too lazy to read their
Bible. Second, there are pastors who have a “ho hum” attitude toward spiritual warfare.
What they fail to realize is that no one is neutral. Whether we realize it or not, we are all
part of an ongoing spiritual battle between God and Satan for control of our minds.

Exodus 20:5

Absolute: God is a jealous God who will not tolerate idolatry.

Corresponding principle found in 2 Corinthians 10:17-18: Anytime we take credit or
give others credit that belongs to God, we insult God: “Let him who boasts boast in
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the Lord.” 18For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one
whom the Lord commends.” High profile television evangelists are trying desperately to
get around that absolute, but it's impossible. It is founded in the fact the God we serve
is a jealous God.

1 Corinthians 15:33

Absolute: Don’t associate with evil people because you may very well become like
them. No situation is the exception. Cross-reference Proverbs 1:10-15.

Corresponding principle found in 2 Timothy 3:1-5: While we may not be able to stop
the last day apostasy, we don’t have to get caught up in it. We must not be misled
by religious jargon, religiosity, or miracles that will be prevalent in the last days

(2 Thessalonians 2:9-10). We must resist the temptations to turn from God and His
ways. Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 that just prior to Christ’s return people will be
characterized by all kinds of self-centered and unnatural perversions. Some will
maintain an outward pretense, speaking the vocabulary of Christianity, but refusing the
reality the Christian faith expresses (verse 5). Paul states in 2 Timothy 3:5, “Have
nothing to do with them.”

Let me conclude this section of our study by stating that the primary or general will of
God includes Biblical truths or absolutes, which each believer is called upon to follow.
From Biblical absolutes comes corresponding principles, which further provide the
needed framework for making the choices we can decide.

Prayer: “Heavenly Father, thank You for the Bible. Living in a world where everything
is relative, and where there is corruption in every segment of society, we know Your
eternal truths can never be changed or altered and these eternal truths help us remain
under Your arm of protection. Teach us to learn the principles from those absolutes so
that we won’t have to be in so much turmoil when we are making decisions. Father,
some of Your spiritual values hurt, as they expose our shortcomings. Like a little child
who disobeys his or her parents, we know when we have violated Your spiritual laws.
Help us to stand on Your eternal Word. Help us live in such a way that at the end of life
we can hear You say, “Well done, My good and faithful servant.” In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen.”

The Cross-reference Chain

The problem many have is they are not able to recall all of the absolutes that might
apply to a given situation. Let's say you’re going to make a decision about purchasing a
house. Your spouse wants it; the kids hate it; the bank will finance it; your budget won't.
Your family gathers in the living room, blows the dust off of the family Bible and begins
searching through the concordance for “real estate.” While you may be able to locate
"real” and “estate,” neither seem to apply. You think if only there was some way you
could come up with a chain or series of Scriptures that would speak to my situation.

21



There is such a way, but it requires some work. Consequently, most believers will
probably dismiss it as a “non-workable” idea.

What we can do is memorize Scripture in a certain sequence where each passage or
verse has either a word or a thought in it that automatically brings to mind something
about the verse to follow. Each passage builds on the one before until we have a
Scriptural package that will bring the will of God to mind about a given subject. When a
crisis comes and we need to know the mind of God, a key word in one of the verses will
cause an absolute ocean of God’s Word pertaining to a given subject to begin flowing.
This is how | get most of my references for a Bible study. The Holy Spirit can’t bring to
mind what we have not already put in our minds. Let’'s say that you seem to be
undergoing a lot of testing and want to know God’s will about how to respond:

Jeremiah 12:5, “If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can
you compete with horses? If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the
thickets by the Jordan?” Jeremiah was weary. Yet, what he endured at the hands of the
priests in Anathoth was nothing compared to the persecutions yet to come. He had to
prepare himself with faith and courage to face the greater trials ahead.

Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when you pass
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will
not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”

Matthew 11:28-29, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.”

Hebrews 4:9, “There remains, then a Sabbath-rest for the people of God.”

Psalm 27:14, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”

Isaiah 40:31, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”

John 8:28, “...1 do nothing on my own.”

John 15:5, “apart from me you can do nothing.”

Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength.”

John 3:30, “He must become greater; | must become less.”

The chain began in Jeremiah 12:5 with the question “Are you weary?” If you are, God’s
reply is, “You're not alone.” He is with you regardless of what you are going through
(Isaiah 43:2). Then, Jesus beckons us to come to Him for rest (Matthew 11:28). The
writer of Hebrews comes along and states that there is a rest for God’s own (Hebrews
4:9). The psalmist comes along in Psalm 27:14 and tells us how to get that needed
rest. What will happen when we enter God’s rest is found in Isaiah 40:31. John 8:28
and John 15:5 tells us why; we can do nothing on our own. We need Jesus. In
Philippians 4:13, Paul testifies to this very fact. In other words, in the midst of a trial,
God leads us to the only source of strength that can get us through, Jesus. As you can
see, when you begin to pull out one passage it inmediately leads to another and
another until you have a complete picture of what you should do.

The absolute is that when you go through trials you are never alone. You may not

always feel God’s presence and comfort, but He’s there all the time as He watches over
you and goes through it with you. Once you enter into this mindset, your confidence will
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begin to soar. That is an absolute. God cannot change His mind. Regardless of how
things may appear, God is there to strengthen and go through the storms of life with us.
Then, He reminded us we can’t do so without His help; Jesus didn’t try and we can't.
So, do we give up? Certainly not! Paul comes back with anything is possible when we
bring Jesus into the picture. The answer is that we need to make Jesus Lord over the
situation. Furthermore, we must let Him gain more control over us while we back off
(John 3:30). That is where this particular reference-chain leads you. Any verse God
brings to mind in that chain will automatically trigger the pattern and give the Holy Spirit
a voice with which to speak peace to your troubled heart in time of storm. In this
example, the aspect of God’s character is His omnipresence. Should you decide to pull
God's absolutes out of the Bible, search out God’s character therein, and put them to
memory as a group, you would have a systematic way of finding the will of God in
various situations you might face in the future. In addition, you will have valuable
Biblical truths engraved upon your heart to use against Satan when he comes knocking
on your hearts door. Try it.

Specific Will of God

We now get to the heart of the study, the procedures for finding the specific will of God.
Before we do, let’s look at some examples of how God led individuals in a specific way.

Turnto 1 Kings 17. Picture the scene. God sent a prophet by the named of Elijah to
King Ahab one of the meanest and most powerful kings in that part of the known world
to tell him, “There will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word”
(1 Kings 17:1). Elijah must have been surprised when he received his next orders from
God. God said in verse 3, “Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine,
east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, and | have ordered the ravens to feed
you there.” | can just hear Elijah, “But, Lord, that can’t be your will. My ministry skills
will get rusty. Besides, it doesn’t matter where | go as long as | do the kinds of things
you want me to do, right, Lord?” You can almost hear God answer Elijah, “No, son, it
does matter where you go and when. You next assignment is by that little brook.”
Verse 5 states, “So he went and did what the Lord had told him.” It wasn’t long before
the brook dried up (verse 7). God’s “no rain, no water” policy affected Elijah too.

Just as the last trickle of water was running down the shiny rocks of the tiny creek, God
gave Elijah his next set of orders. Verse 9, “Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay
there. | have commanded a widow in that place to supply you with food.” Think about
it. The greatest prophet of that day, who stood before King Ahab and gave a life-
threatening weather forecast, is now being sent to an obscure Gentile town to be cared
for by a widow! If I had been Elijah, I think | would have shrugged my shoulders and
said, “Lord, | don’t think so. | think I've had enough of this kind of our-of-the-way
theology. | need some action. All you really want from me is that | minister, right? | can
better minister in the big city. Thanks, but no thanks.” That was Jonah’s response to
God'’s call, wasn't it?
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There are those who believe that “God is only interested in the broad and general
choices we make. The incidental and little choices of life are up to us. They are simply
things God wants us to decide with no help or leading from Him.” Wrong! That says,
“God defines the parameters and within those parameters, whatever we do is okay with
Him.” By that line of reasoning, it wasn’t important for Elijah to go to Zarephath and live
in that particular widow’s house. All he was required to do was to leave the dried-up
brook and find somebody to help. Nonsense! Not only did Elijah have to go to
Zarephath, he had to go there at that particular time. The widow woman was the one
person who had enough faith to believe God to meet her needs, and that of her son and
Elijah (Luke 4:26). Think about it. God sent Elijah to a particular place at a particular
time for a specific purpose. For him to be anywhere else would have caused him to
miss the specific will of God for his life.

In Acts 9:10-12, God directed a believer by the name of Ananias to the house of Judas
on Straight Street to pray for a man by the name of Saul who had experienced the new
birth, but had lost his sight in the process. God then gave Saul a vision of a man by the
name of Ananias coming there to pray for him (Acts 9:11-12). Talk about details!

Read Philippians 1:12-14. Paul wrote the book of Philippians from a prison house in
Rome! This passage tells us God’s purpose for Paul being in prison was so he could
reach the Emperor’s guards and to encourage other Christians who were being
persecuted by the Roman government. To say that the apostle could have done it from
a “Holiday Inn” in Jerusalem is nonsense! The palace guards the apostle needed to
witness to were in that particular place. Furthermore, it would not have been the same
for Peter or John to have been there instead. It wouldn’t have been the same for Paul
to have been somewhere else either. Many would have questioned both Elijah’s and
Paul’'s assignments because they faced adverse circumstances. However, God’s ways
are so much higher than ours (Isaiah 55:9).

The story of Isaac and Rebekah proves it matters who believers marry. In Genesis 24,
when it came time for Abraham’s years to end, God instructed him to send his trusted
servant to a specified place to a specified family to bring back the specific woman God
had in mind for Isaac to marry. When Abraham’s servants spoke with Rebekah’s
parents, they replied, “This is from the Lord; we can say nothing to you one way or the
other” (Genesis 24:5). They were right. Rebekah was God’s chosen partner for Isaac
as much as Eve was created for Adam. Rebekah was divinely appointed to be the
mother of Jacob and Esau, just as Mary was divinely appointed to be the mother of
Jesus. It wasn't coincidental; it was imperative. Now, let’s look at the Lord Jesus, our
ultimate example. Read John 5:19, 30; 7:16-17; 8:28; Matthew 26:42. As you can see,
doing the will of God, even for the Son of God, wasn'’t just entering into a set of
parameters and doing as He pleased. It was a minute-by-minute leading by His
heavenly Father. The Lord Jesus had to lay aside all of His own plans, even His own
words, and let the Father lead Him step by step. It was often an all-night vigil in the
Father’'s presence, equipping Him for the challenges which lay ahead. Even when
Jesus faced the cross, He went before the Father and shared His burden to see if there
was any other way humanity’s redemption could be accomplished. After overcoming
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the flesh and realizing there wasn't, the Lord surrendered to do only as the Father
willed. If Christ had devised any other plan for the salvation of humanity, chosen
different disciples, or healed anyone not ordained by the Father, He would have
deviated from that precious pathway called “God’s specific will or plan.”

As you can see, the Bible is full of illustrations where God led individuals in a detailed
and specific way. Even to imply that God only has a general plan with no specific
parameters is to contradict Scripture.

G-A-P-C’s of God’s Will
What do you do when you just can’t seem to find God’s mind on something? Let’s

examine some progressive steps that can be taken to confirm if a decision we want to
make is the will of God or not. We will call these steps the G-A-P-C’s of God’s will:
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“G"” — Gather and Examine All the Facts

This step may be seen by some as too basic to mention. Believe me, it's not. Here are
some examples. A young man seeks your counsel concerning if he should attend one
of two schools. You ask him, “Does this school offer the courses you need?” Answer:
“I guess so. | don’t know; | haven't checked.” This young man is turning inside out with
confusion concerning the two schools when one of them may not even be an issue. His
problem? He doesn’t have all the facts. A young lady approaches you about a job
change. You ask her, “Tell me about the hours you'll be asked to work...tell me about
the time you'll be asked to be away from home...will there be any moral violations
required of you?” You get this blank stare. “I don’'t have the answers to those
guestions. All I want to know is if this job is the will of God.” There is no way she will
ever know without the facts! | had a friend who purchased a lot, built a house on it, and
then found out that the legal description of the lot he had purchased was located one lot
over! He died before he could get it straightened out. Talk about leaving his wife a
nightmare of a problem!

Read Luke 14:28-32. While the primary meaning in this passage is the cost of
discipleship, there is another principle ingrained, and that is, to collect and examine all
the facts before making a decision, l.e., don't start building a tower (house) without first
coming up with the plans, estimating the cost, surveying the land, and arranging for
financing to see if you can make the payments. Don’t issue a challenge you can’t meet.
Don't start something you can't finish and then presume upon God. A general doesn’t
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send his troops into battle unless he knows he can win. Sometimes the best course of
action is to send in an ambassador and ask for peace. We cannot make a good
decision without all the facts. God is a God of details. No fact is incidental to Him.
Take the ark Noah built. God left nothing up to chance. Look at how specific God was
when instructed Moses on how to build the Tabernacle. When giving the Law, God
spelled out minute details to make sure there was no misunderstanding as to what He
meant.

Before making a decision, any decision, take the time to get the facts. I've known
Christians who conducted extensive research about which stereo to buy and also made
a decision that changed the entire course of their life without gathering any facts. They
based their decisions on feelings, open doors, or what some counselor had to say.
Proverbs 23:23 (LB), “Get the facts at any price and hold on tightly to all the common
sense you can get.” It is estimated that gathering the facts will make 50 percent of our
decisions for us. We cannot apply Biblical principles until we have something to apply
them to.

After we have gathered the facts, we need to do some analysis. This is easily done by
making a list of the pros and cons. Pros are those facts in favor of the decision; cons
are those facts against the decision. Write pros on one piece of paper and cons on
another. The question is what determines which is which? There are those who would
say that it is a pro if it is something that would make us happy or better our lifestyle.
Consequently, under the pros they list higher salary, better benefits, better chance of
advancement, more days off, etc. However, these may not be pros at all. Keep in mind
that we are seeking the will of God, which may or may not be something that makes us
happy. The pros on your list should be what would most likely glorify God and further
His kingdom and develop in you the character of God. That may not be the job with the
highest salary or the one with the greatest chance for advancement. It may be the job
with the greatest possibility for you to become a servant or stretch you in some area of
your life.

“A” - Apply God’s Absolutes

After you have gathered and analyzed the facts, run the information through the grid of
God's absolutes. Recall, absolutes are Biblical commands and precepts that cannot be
changed or interpreted differently in a given situation. The decisions we make are no
different than that of the world if we do not let the Bible become our final authority. In
fact, it's more frustrating for us because without the authority of Scripture we will be
trying to conform to a higher authority without any standards. In a world that is drifting
and changing, we have a standard on which we can make godly decisions, the Lordship
of Christ and God'’s eternal Word that can never be altered or interpreted differently in
any given situation. With confidence we can weigh our choices against the unchanging
Word of a perfect God and know that He will lead us to do His perfect will.

26



Let’s say that you have been offered a new job some 2,000 miles away and you want to
know if moving is the will of God? Let’s also say that in order for you to get the job you
have to bend the truth a little on your resume, or slightly change the reasons for leaving
your present employer. Furthermore, in order to get your family to go along with the
move, you have to leave out a few facts. Can you do any of those things? No! Why
not? They violate one of God’s absolutes, “do not lie” (Deuteronomy 5:20: Mark 10:19).
If you have to bend the truth in order to follow God'’s leading, it's not God doing the
leading! God will never lead you to violate His own Word. You say, “But what if |
desperately need that job.” It doesn’t matter. Whether it seems to be an open door or
not is immaterial. If you have to lie to get this job, your decision has been made, it's not
of God. Satan is a master at opening false doors. Furthermore, it doesn’t matter how
many well-meaning counselors say it's OK to lie to do the will of God, God cannot lie;
and, according to James 1:13, He cannot lead anyone else to lie. Therefore, regardless
of how much evidence there might be available to the contrary, if there is any deception
involved in making a decision, then we already know what God’s will is. We don’t even
have to go to the next step.

By the way, there could be another absolute to consider in this situation. If you have to
steal your former employer’s clients in order to get the job; or, if you have to steal your
employer’s time in order to look for the job, you are violating the Biblical mandate, “do
not steal” (Deuteronomy 5:19). If we must take something that is not ours to “do God’s
will,” we’ve missed God’s will. God doesn’t steal, He gives. After we've gathered and
analyzed the facts and run the information through the grid of God’s absolutes, and
those absolutes all confirm the decision rather than refute it, then we go to step three
and apply Biblical principles which come from God’s absolutes.

Step #3: Apply Biblical Principles

Priority #1: To be where we can know God more intimately.

Priority #2: To be where we can best be changed into Christ’s likeness.
Priority #3: To be responsible to those for whom we are responsible for.
Priority #4: To be responsible to those to whom we are responsible to.
Priority #5: Involves fulfilling the Great Commission

Whenever we have a choice to make, we should choose in this order, especially when
making basic decisions such as career, relationships, finances, ministries, etc.

Priority #1 involves our eternal commitment. Read Philippians 3:7-10. Paul wrote these
words secured to a Roman guard in a prison house in Rome. His attitude was it doesn’t
matter if everything has to be stripped away from me; my prestige, acceptance,
success. The things of this life are garbage in comparison to knowing Christ in a
personal way (verse 8). If a choice means diminishing our spiritual walk with Christ and
our closeness with the Father, our decision is already made, it's not of God (cross-
reference 1 Peter 2:12). Someone may say, “But taking that job could double my
income so | can give more away.” So what? It all comes from God anyway, doesn't it?
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Our primary commitment is to know Christ in a personal way and live out the power of
His presence through a holy lifestyle. Anything short of that must go. We move on to
Priority #2 if the decision is still not made.

Priority #2 has to do with our eternal purpose. Read James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:3-7.
Choose the decision that will best allow God to change us into what we need to be.
That means we should go where our weaknesses can be turned into strength, not
where our strengths can be exalted. This is a good yardstick for determining God'’s will.
It is also 180 degrees from the philosophy you get from worldly counselors.

It might be a good idea to make a list of your character weaknesses. It may take
several sheets of paper, depending on how humble you are. Or, you may be able to put
it on one 3x5-card and print big. If you go this route, you can write none one side and in
large letters “pride” on the other side. 1 find it easier to print my wife’'s weaknesses, but
that is not the exercise we are conducting here. If you don’'t know what your
weaknesses are, ask your spouse, parents, or a true friend. They know you better than
you think. After you've determined your weaknesses, ask yourself, “Which of the
choices that | am about to make would best allow those weaknesses to be developed in
me and turned into strength?”

Some may say, “I need patience; | just can’t wait on God.” In that case, make a
decision that would most likely force you to be patient. It is usually the opposite
of the decision you would normally choose anyway. The apostle James tells us
that the testing of our faith produces patience or perseverance (James 1:3).

Some may say, “| have plenty of patience, what | need is humility.” Then make
the choice that would be least likely allow you to be exalted. Jesus said, “For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted” (Luke 14:11). “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift
you up” (James 4:10).

Some of you may “detest authority.” If so, put yourself under someone who is
cruel, unjust, and likely to place undue pressure on you to respond. Stay there
until God has finished His work of humility in you; shaping you and molding you
into a submissive saint (1 Peter 2:13).

Some may say, “l need to be more content. | always want more. Why wouldn't |
take a job where | can get more?” Wrong answer! Put yourself in a position
where you will be forced to be content with what you have. Paul said, “Godliness
with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6).

If you have honestly applied the first two priorities to your decision process and they
measure up to God’s principles, move on to Priority #3.
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Priority #3 is our commitment to those for whom we are responsible. This is often the
most overlooked aspect of decision making. Read 1 Timothy 5:8. Men, if there is a
choice to be made and that choice might increase your visibility, even guarantee your
success, but would decrease your effectiveness as a husband and father, then you
should choose on behalf of your family. Ladies, if you have a career opportunity that
will in any way diminish your effectiveness as a wife or as a mother, you are stepping
out into a field loaded with spiritual landmines! Always choose the decision that will
most honor your commitment to those for whom you are responsible for, your
immediate family.

Priority #4 is our commitment to those to whom we are responsible to. Hebrews 13:17,
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.” First Peter 2:13, “Submit yourselves
for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men...” If you left that job now,
would you have honored the commitment you made to your present employer, not in
your eyes, but in your employer’s eyes? You say, “But you don’t know my boss.” No,
but God does. The Rev. Mark Rutland said in one of his sermons, “Loyalty to an
unworthy and undeserving leader is better than disloyalty.” If you left your job now,
would you be demonstrating that godly quality of loyalty or faithfulness which resides in
you through Jesus? Would you be illustrating God’s sovereignty in timing by waiting
until your present employer freed you from your commitment to him before considering
another job? Our God is a faithful God. He keeps His promises no matter what! He in
you will do no less. Thus, chose the decision that will most honor our commitments to
those to whom we are responsible to.

Our commitment to those over us applies to our church as well. There are those who
make the decision to change churches without ever giving God a chance to speak to
their pastor first. Consider your commitment to those under whom you serve in God’s
kingdom.

Priority #5 is about fulfilling the Great Commission. Read Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15.
Choose the position where you can best reach those God has been equipping you to
reach for Christ. Listen to how Paul viewed life from a prison house in Rome: “Now |
want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance
the gospel. 13As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to
everyone else that | am in chains for Christ” (Philippians 1:12-13). Paul was reaching
the elite Imperial Palace Guards, the “marines” of ancient Rome, whom he would never
have been able to reach otherwise. Palace guards were a special class of Roman
soldiers. They were the Emperor’s official bodyguards who also guarded imperial
prisoners, such as Paul. The Greek word for “chains” (Philippians 1:13) can be
translated “short length of chain by which the wrist of a prisoner was bound to the wrist
of the soldier who was his guard.” So, in addition to having chains around his feet, Paul
was most likely handcuffed to one of these elite soldiers at all times. The good news
was they were responding to the gospel. And, they could get into places with the
gospel Paul and his colleagues could never have gotten into, the royal palace! Paul
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could not have dreamed of a better way of accomplishing his lifelong ambition of getting
the gospel to the Roman Empire than this. He was having a revival! God had turned
disaster into glorious triumph.

Ask yourself, “What place would best place me where | can reach those God has been
equipping me to reach?” Your witness is the result of the grace God has given you thus
far in your life (2 Corinthians 1:3-5). Being in the best place to use that witness is more
important than how much money you make, how happy you are, how comfortable you
are, or how much security you have. Jesus had no money, no place to lay His head,
and no earthly security. Viewed from the vantage point of today’s standard of religious
and worldly “success,” Christ’'s ministry was a total failure. However, the Lord wasn'’t in
the ministry for “success.” He was in it for glory, not for Himself, but for God

(John 17:1). And so we should be. Therefore, no matter the salary or advancement
opportunities, where God wants to put us is where we need to be. Eternally stored up
treasures are the benefits of doing God’s will (Matthew 6:19).

Some may be thinking, “Those are not the concepts | get from my [non-Christian]
counselor.” That's because these are not the world’s criteria for making decisions,
which is all the more reason we know they are God’s! If we will determine from
Scripture what most glorifies God, when there is a choice to be made, we will
automatically choose in the order of importance.

Step #3: Confirmation

Once we have gathered and analyzed the facts and have determined we are not
violating one of God’s absolutes, corresponding principles, or priorities for our life, we
are free to confirm the decision. The three most common methods for confirming the
will of God are: (1) the peace of God (Philippians 4:4-7); (2) circumstances of life; and
(3) godly counsel. You need to understand that these three steps are confirmation tools
only! Never make decisions based on peace alone because peace can be wrongly
interpreted by emotional mood swings. You say, “But God speaks to my heart and | just
know this is the will of God.” He has spoken to me as well, but | can't tell you the
number of decisions I've made that felt right at the time only to find out later they were
terrible choices. We can’t make decisions based on open doors alone, because God is
not the only one who can open a door. Satan, the master deceiver, can open doors of
opportunities as well. And, he knows just when to do it to trap us. We can’'t make a
decision on counsel alone, because counsel will vary from person to person. Often, itis
the result of seeking man or woman’s advice and not God’s anyway. That is why
relying on Scriptural absolutes and corresponding principles are more reliable. Once
we believe we know the will of God through Biblical absolutes and associated principles,
then, and only then are we free to seek counsel or seek God to give us His peace in the
matter as further confirmation, and look to God to confirm His will through
circumstances.
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Closing prayer for this session: “God, thank You for giving us the Bible. Your Word is
like a solid rock in a world of shifting sand. Help us pour Your word into our lives so we
may have that foundation within us that cannot be shaken, the authority that never
changes. Father, may we never make a decision solely on how we feel or on the
circumstances surrounding us, but in the light of Your unchanging Word and perfect
plan for our lives that will bring the most glory to You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Application (Practice)

Review: In lesson one, we determined from Scripture that the prerequisites for knowing
and doing God's will are being born of the Spirit of God and maintaining a godly
mindset, and that the will of God is good, pleasing, and perfect. In lesson two, we
discovered that glorifying God is the backdrop for doing the will of God. In lessons 3
and 4, we discovered that there are two distinct aspects to the will of God: the general
will of God and the specific will of God. While these concepts are separate, they are
interconnected. We also learned that the two foundational stones on which the will of
God is built are Scriptural absolutes and their corresponding principles; these Biblical
truths are the yardstick (ruler) that we can measure every decision in life against. In
lesson 5, we discovered that the will of God is progressive. That is, obtaining new light
is dependent upon our obedience to the will of God we already know. In lesson six, we
discussed some specific steps we can take to confirm if a decision we want to make is
the will of God or not. In that process, we discovered that whenever we have a choice,
we must always choose in the order of importance, regardless of how we feel.

Now, let's make a decision. To help us with that decision, we are going to use an
imaginary family we’ll call the Ned Doe family. If Ned happens to be your name, please
forgive me. Ned has been offered a job about 2,000 miles away at a considerable
increase in salary. It is one gigantic step up the career ladder. It is also one gigantic
step across the country for his family. It means the Doe’s will have to change schools,
find new friends, change churches, etc. But it also means a higher standard of living, a
new level of responsibility and a whole new set of challenges for Ned who thrives on
new opportunities. Ned is a growing Christian and has been enrolled in a Bible growth
program in his church for about a year. He has just begun leading a Bible study where
he is now working and has begun mentoring one of the men in his office. Ned desires
to do the will of God and has sought counsel from two businessmen who attend his
church. They asked the typical questions most Christian counselors would ask: “Do
you have a peace about relocating?” “Were you seeking this new job?” “Have you
prayed about the matter?”

Ned states that not only does he have peace about relocating; he believes God
miraculously opened the door because he wasn’t even looking for a new job.
Consequently, his friends encouraged him to take the job, relocate, and press on.
However, Ned’s wife is not sure this is the right time to move. Besides, Ned would be
away from home more than 60% of the time. Because he would have to drop out of his
Bible study program at church to stay on the road, his pastor encouraged Ned to rethink
his priorities before deciding. As a young Christian, he is just beginning to grow. He is
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meeting regularly with another man in the church who is teaching him how to fellowship
with God and to gain victory over recurring sins. The challenges of the new job might
be more than he is spiritually ready for. As you can see, the counsel is mixed.

Break into groups and hold Ned’s decision up against the grid of the five purposes and
priorities we’ve discussed earlier. Remember, whenever we have a choice, we must
always choose in the order of importance regardless of how we feel. You have 10
minutes to come up with the answer.

1. To bein a position to best glorify God, Ned must be in the place to best know
God. Recall, Ned has been enrolled in a Bible Study training program for only a year.
This new job will cause Ned to travel during the week, forcing him to drop out of Bible
study. Itis true, he can grow anywhere, but according to his pastor he is not yet mature
enough to leave a somewhat protected environment. That’s a big negative which needs
to be considered. Still, Ned is not convinced. He thinks he can find a way to grow
wherever he is. He believes the pressure will force him to walk closer to God. Not
necessarily! Let’'s move on to commitment #2.

2. To glorify God, Ned must go where his weaknesses can be turned to strength,
not where his strength can be exalted. While Ned'’s drive to succeed is
commendable, it will be a spiritual deterrent because he has a problem with pride and
authority. He doesn’t need to be in a position of honor. If Ned were honest with
himself, his three great needs in life are humility, a submissive spirit, and faithfulness.
Nevertheless, Ned has rationalized that God needs his talents in this new job and he
will become more faithful as soon as he has the right kind of authority over him. Ned is
ignoring an absolute. The powers that be are ordained of God (Romans 13:1). Being
all powerful and all knowing, the Lord can place over Ned whomever He wishes (Daniel
4:17; Psalm 75:5-6). And that is precisely what God had done by placing him under his
present boss who is a perfectionist. It is Ned’s duty to submit to that authority (Romans
13:1). Therefore, it would be better for Ned spiritually to sit still and let the Holy Spirit
finish the work in him God that is trying to accomplish under this demanding employer.
In spite of these negatives, Ned is still leaning towards taking the new job.

3. What about Priority #3, Ned’s family? Ned loves his family. He is involved with
his children, participating in their hobbies, buying them the latest gadgets and clothes,
and taking responsibility for their upbringing. While he sends his wife cards and flowers
on special days, he’s one of those “macho” guys. To his delight, when he came into
God’s kingdom he found that wives were to submit to their husbands in everything
(Ephesians 5:24). He had somewhat missed his part where Paul stated, “Husbands
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians
5:25). Like Christ, Ned should sacrifice his desires and concentrate on meeting his
wife’s needs. Ned missed something else. His wife was the key element in God’s
network of leading for his life. Her love for him, sensitivity, and understanding of
spiritual things make her Ned'’s best source of counsel! So, if she feels uncomfortable
about going, and there is any doubt at all, that should settle the issue. Ned’s wife saw
the possibility of his time with the children diminishing to nothing. She also saw his time
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with mature Christians giving way to pressurized relationships with people who would
try to lead him astray--pressure he wasn’t ready for. Consequently, she quietly urged
Ned to say no. His answer was, “I'm the one God has charged with this decision. Pray
for me.”

4. Since Ned still isn’t convinced, let's go on to the fourth priority: Choose the
decision that will most honor our commitments to those to whom we are
responsible to. While he is hard to work for, Ned’s present employer has been good to
him. He took Ned when he had no experience, trained him, and gave him a salary
beyond what he had ever hoped for. Ned’s immediate supervisor respects him and
looks up to him, as he is the only Christian at his level in the company. If Ned leaves,
his supervisor would feel betrayed, disappointed, and used. Ned didn't tell him because
he was afraid pressure would be put on him to stay. Furthermore, he didn’'t want to face
the possibility of getting fired when the owner found out he was thinking of leaving the
company. While Ned had heard Proverbs 21:1 which states, “The king’s heart is in the
hand of the Lord; He directs it like a watercourse wherever He pleases,” he didn’t
believe it. And, since he didn’t buy the “God is in control” principle, God was never
given an opportunity to speak to Ned through his boss.

5. To best be used to reach those whom God has prepared us to reach.

God appears to have sent Ned to that company much as He would send rain to a drying
desert. There are no Christians there, and the opportunity for witnessing was unlimited.
Ned was given permission to start a Bible Study during the lunch hour and had just
begun mentoring one of the men in his office. If Ned left now, he would be walking
away from a group of people who needed him desperately. When confronted with these
issues, Ned just hung his head and said, “But all those points are things that affect other
people. What about me?” What Ned failed to realize was he wasn’t born to get rich and
please self. Thus, he should choose the position where he can best glorify God and
reach those whom God has equipped him to reach for Christ. Therefore, he needs to
consider what would best glorify God.

Ned'’s final argument is that God “opened the door.” What Ned failed to realize is that if
you have to violate God’s best to go through a door, Satan opened it. God allowed it,
not to tempt Ned, but to test him so he can prove what the good and acceptable will of
God is (Romans 12:2) by making the right choice (God cannot tempt anyone evil;
James 1:13).

“But | feel so good about it,” Ned responds. Sure you do. It's what you have always
wanted. But, is it what God has always wanted for you? He knows your heart, Ned.
Real promotion doesn’t come from people, it comes from God. Satan saw to it that you
“felt right about it,” Ned, so he could lead you to trust your feelings instead of Scriptural
absolutes. Your counselors? Well, most of them sensed what you wanted to hear and
responded accordingly. But the ones who knew you best, your wife and pastor, the two
you were most accountable for and to, saw God’s hand and said “No.” Most of us keep
going till we find someone who tells us what we want to hear and then consider that
counsel “to be of God.” Bad move! Proverbs 11:14 states, “In a multitude of counselors
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there is safety” (OKJ). That's Ned Doe’s story. And the decision is up to him. If he
uses the common trilogy of counsel, leading, and open doors, he’ll go. If he stops and
looks at the absolutes of God in the light of the purpose of God as it is revealed in the
priorities of God, he won’t touch that job with a 10-foot pole.

Ned’s absolutes may be more obvious than yours, or yours may be crystal clear
compared to his. The key is to wait until God’s absolutes and associated principles and
priorities are clearly understood. If those around you are demanding decisions before
God makes them clear to you, don’t yield to the pressure. God owns the clock. His will
always conforms to His Word. Always wait for His Word! Take the time to examine the
absolutes of Scripture in the light of the character of God and lay them over the grid of
the purpose and the

priorities of the Christian life until you find what will be most likely to bring in the
kingdom and allow God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Progressive Will of God

Read James 1:19-25. James is talking about following the known will of God. We all
like to think that our real problem is that we do not know God’s specific will. In all
honesty, much of the time the problem is we aren’t following the will of God we “already”
know about. Unless we obey the “primary will of God,” Scriptural absolutes we already
know about, we cannot expect to have the light necessary to find God’s will in more
specific matters.

Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you.” Notice the progression that takes place here. Each act of
obedience builds on the prior act. The will of God is like that. Discovering the will of
God is like a child who cannot pass an achievement test in class. He is not promoted to
the next level because he/she has not proven to be capable of assimilating more
information and taking on more responsibility. Some Christians want God to tell them
what to do next by writing it on the wall or sending down a bolt of lightening. God has
done better than that. He has written our instructions in His eternal Word called the
Bible. Not only will God’s Word never change, but you don’t have to guess if it is God
speaking to you or not, because “all Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:15).
Before we are ready to receive more of God’s will we must be doing that which we
already know to do. Here are some examples:

Suppose a Christian comes to you and says, “I want to know God’s will concerning my
job. I’'m not happy there. My boss is cruel and unreasonable and | want to make more
money.” You need to ask, “Are you following the will of God where you are at now?”
The person will probably answer, “yes.” Read 1 Peter 2:13-21 and ask to him or her,
“Are you following these absolutes? According to Peter, even if they are unfair,
inconsiderate, or harsh, we are to be submissive and respectful to those over us.
Furthermore, we are to give our employer our very best every minute we are on the job
(Colossians 3:23). Sometimes, the key to understanding the will of God for our job isn’t
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where we can make the most money or where we get the most pleasure, but where we
can best be placed in the furnace of life to reveal the awesome grace of God; and by
behaving well, silence the ignorance of unbelieving skeptics who say that Christians are
no different than anyone else. The bottom line is there is no further need to ask about
God’s will concerning our employment unless we are already doing what we know to do
first.

Suppose a Christian says to you, “My husband is hard to live with...My wife is too
domineering. What do | do?” You might ask, “Are you prepared to do God’s will if | tell
you what it is concerning your marriage?” A believer will typically say, “Yes.” If the
individual is a woman, show her 1 Peter 3:1-5 where Peter instructs wives to win their
husbands over through a humble, submissive, and amiable disposition and ask her if
she is doing that. When the wife does that, she is silencing her ignorant and
unbelieving husband. If the person is a man, show him 1 Peter 3:7 where Peter says, in
the same way be considerate and treat her with respect whether she deserves it or not.

Suppose someone in the church comes to you says, “l don't like the way the pastor is
leading the church. What do 1 do?” Ask the person if he or she has gone in and spoken
with the pastor. If not, tell the individual to go no further with the conversation until they
have met with the pastor. If the individual tells you he or she has gone to the pastor but
is still not satisfied, tell him or her to comply with Ephesians 4:3 by following 1 Peter 3:8-
11. If the individual is going around mustering up support for their cause, he or she is
sowing discord, not unity. It would be better to be loyal to an unworthy and undeserving
leader than to be disloyal. The reason some congregations remain small in number is
because of power struggles that go on among church members. The smaller the
church the greater the impact when people openly complain. People will not remain in a
church where there is constant bickering. Cross-reference Titus 3:1-2; Romans 13:12;
Ephesians 5:21; James 4:7).

Suppose a single couple ask you to help them determine the will of God for their
relationship. The first thing you should do is determine if they are already doing the will
of God. If a believer has a problem with either lust of the mind or physical moral
violations, they are not in the spiritual mindset needed to understand God’s will. Having
sex outside of marriage is definitely not God’s will. According to the Bible, total
abstinence from moral impurity, both physical and mental is required of God’s people
(Matthew 5:5:28; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, 13-19; Ephesians 5:3; Galatians 5:19-21;
Colossians 3:5-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8). James 4:17 states, “Anyone, then, who
knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” Before a couple in a premarital
or marital situation can find the will of God for their relationship, they must first make
sure their relationship is perfectly pure. This may not be what people are accustomed
to hearing concerning the will of God, but it comes right out of God’s Word.

Here is one more example, and it's a tough one. Suppose someone says to you, “I've
been in the furnace of affliction for so long that | cannot seem to ever remember what
it's like to live free of pressure. | have a major decision facing me. Help me find the will
of God.” Lovingly ask what they do and say to God and others in the heat of affliction.
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If they are not following Paul’s instructions in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in time of trouble,
they are not mentally capable of assimilating more information.

Many believers who are under pressure for a long period of time typically enter a
depressed state of mind, stop praying, and become negative. They should be following
Paul’s instructions by praying and giving thanks. No matter how badly we are hurting,
we should pray day and night (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17). As we drive to work, pray. As
we wait for an appointment, pray. As we walk to the store, pray. As we dial a phone
number, pray. Prayer becomes our second nature. That is the will of God. Not only
should we be praying when the pressure is on we should be giving thanks. Paul didn’t
say give thanks in almost all circumstances; he said “give thanks in all circumstances”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). What do we give thanks for? We sure don’t thank God for all
the evil that happens to us. That would be saying that God was responsible for it.
Satan, not God, is responsible (1 Peter 5:8). Here is what we are to give thanks for
when we are in the furnace of affliction. Identify the specific characteristic or trait of
God’s nature that is needed to enable us to endure and then thank God for that specific
characteristic. That is precisely what God is offering to help us get through the test or
trial. There will never be an incident or situation when we will not need at least one
facet of God’s character to get us through! Here are some examples:

1. In the midst of loneliness, thank God for His fellowship and closeness! Jesus said, “I
will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you” (John 14:18; OKJ). Proverbs 18:24
says, “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” In the midst of failure, thank
God for His mercy and forgiveness. Colossians 2:13, “...He forgave us all our sins.”
See also 1 John 1:9. Our finite minds cannot begin to conceive the depth of God’s
forgiveness. And, He has allowed us to need it, so we can discover more of Him by
giving thanks. In the midst of spiritual warfare, thank God for His power, protection and
deliverance! lIsaiah 43:2 states, “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” In the midst
of making a decision, we should thank God for His wisdom. Romans 8:28, “And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purpose.” God knows; He understands; He has a plan.
Whether you understand it or not, thank God for that plan. He will reveal it to you when
the time is right. For now, just trust God and thank Him for orchestrating your life for
your good and the good of others. In the midst of a great trial or temptation, we should
thank God for His grace that will enable us to be the man or woman of God He’s called
us to be. First Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can
stand up under it.” Second Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” There will never be a situation the grace of God
cannot handle.
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2. If we are able to identify that part of God’s nature that is needed to get us through
the hardship and move into it, we’ll move into the most holy place, the center of the
heart of God and His will. Having entered, we’ll discover the needed resources to
endure and to glorify Christ. What we feared through the eyes of the flesh may very
well turn out to be nothing at all. If we look at adverse circumstances out of our fleshly
feelings, we’re going to say, “It's not fair,” become angry, and eventually become bitter.
Once a root of bitterness enters our soul, Satan will control us like a puppet on a string
(Hebrews 12:15). But, if we look at adverse circumstances from God’s perspective, we
will experience His enduring grace. Furthermore, giving thanks is an act of faith. It
shows God that you truly believe He is going to come on the scene. God said through
the Psalmist, “What | want from you (says God) is your true thanks. | want your
promises fulfilled. | want you to trust me in your times of trouble, so | can rescue you,
and you can give me glory” (Psalm 50:14-15, The LB). Wow! There is absolutely no
circumstance that can make the command to “give thanks in all circumstances” null and
void! Even if a believer lost his or her life in a situation he or she would get to go to
heaven. If that's not something to be thankful for, what is? The will of God for us in
time of trouble is to glorify God. By doing that, you are not only doing the will of God;
you are preparing yourself to receive more from God.

The message of the Bible is clear. If we know the commandments of God and follow
the corresponding principles we can absolutely know the will of God. This is where
many miss the mark. We must not act like the rich fool who was deceived by the things
he saw (Luke 12:16-21); rather, recognize that true happiness and useful living are
completely dependent on God and His will for our lives. James 1:22: “Do not merely
listen to the Word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

When the Heavens Appear Silent

There is no more devastating time for a believer than when the heavens appear to be
silent. What do you do when you examine Biblical absolutes and corresponding
principles, have peace over a decision, confirm it with counsel, watch doors swing open
so wide you can drive a semi-truck through them and still miss the will of God? That's
the subject matter for this session.

Turn to 2 Samuel 24:1-17. Verse 1 appears to contradict 1 Chronicles 21:1, but it
doesn’t. God will sometimes use Satan to achieve His divine purposes by permitting
the devil to tempt and test believers (Job 1:12; 2:6; Matthew 4:1-11; 1 Peter 4:19; 5:8).
However, all temptation comes from our own inward desires or inclinations (James
1:13-16; Matthew 15:19). Satan cannot tempt us with something that is not already in
our heart! If an evil desire is not dealt with it leads to sin and then to spiritual death
(James 1:15; Romans 6:23; 7:5, 10, 13).

Three facts emerge when you examine the story of David numbering the fighting men of
Israel (1 Chronicles 21; 2 Samuel 24). First, David’s purpose for counting the fighting
men of Israel was to exalt himself and the nation of Israel and not God. Second, he was
relying on his capabilities for national security rather than faith in God. Third, political
leaders were behind numbering the people. Otherwise, Joab, Israel’'s Chief of Staff,
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and other military commanders would have been successful in trying to convince David
not to do this. They weren’t (1 Chronicles 21:3-4). Thus, through their spirit of
national pride, all the people participated in David’s sin and fell under God’s judgment.

Biblical history tells us God used one of two methods to wake his people up from
spiritual slumber: warfare and decision making. They either had to depend on God for
deliverance when they were attacked by an enemy (Psalm 118), or they were
confronted with a crisis and forced to turn to God for the wisdom to solve it (Psalm 43;
Psalm 88; Psalm 116:3-6). In some cases, it was both (2 Samuel 15; 17; 2 Samuel 24
(1 Chronicles 21). This pattern is found throughout Biblical history.

Let’s consider a believer by the name of Max. Max goes to church, reads his Bible, and
prays. He is even involved in a ministry at church. An outsider might call Max “Mr.
Spiritual” and nominate him for church eldership. That is because an outsider can't see
Max’s heart. On the inside Max is growing spiritually cold. His heart no longer leaps at
the mention of the name of Jesus. Nor, does Max have a burning desire to please the
heart of God at any cost. It may have been a moral violation, a desire for material
things at the cost of spiritual values, or he may have been offended by someone and
allowed bitterness to creep in. Whatever it was, Max is dying spiritually on the inside.
Suddenly, Max is faced with a major decision. The decision is so important that he is
desperate to know the will of God. He seeks God for answers, but none come. He is
thinking, “Why doesn’t God make this clear to me? Why isn’t the will of God obvious for
me the way it is for others, or the way it used to be for me?” Reluctantly, he begins to
search his heart. And, there he finds the answer. He had stopped allowing the Spirit of
God to rule over his innermost being. God had lifted His protection to get Max’s
attention. Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; éin all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths
straight.”

Turn to Psalm 32:8. Most of us would like to claim the promises found in verse 8: “I will
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go. | will counsel you and watch over
you.” However, to pull this verse out and claim these promises without first considering
the preceding verses would be claiming something that’s not ours to claim. Verse 3
tells us David was miserable while he was trying to conceal his sin. Verse 4 tells us
God would not let up until David came clean and acknowledged his sin. Verse 5, “Then
| acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. | said, ‘I will confess my
transgressions to the Lord’ — and you forgave the guilt of my sin.” God’s response to
David’s repentant heart is found in verse 8: “I will instruct you and teach you in the way
you should go.” God will instruct us and teach us in the way we should go provided we
have a pure heart. Having a defiled heart is like running around with a blindfold on.
Verse 9, “Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must
be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.” God would rather correct
and guide us through His Spirit, using His Word. When we stop letting the Spirit of God
rule over our innermost being, God has no choice but to take whatever steps necessary
to turn us back to Him. His love demands it.
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The apostle Peter states, “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears
are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil”

(1 Peter 3:12). That is why we can take all the right steps on how to find the will of God
and still make the wrong decision. More than He wants people who make good
decisions, God wants hearts that are surrendered to Him. Many studies on the will of
God overlook this one simple truth. If our hearts are not pure before God, studying “10
steps on how to find the will of God” is nothing more than play acting. Like King David
in 2 Samuel 24, God will at times withhold information about His will until He detects a
willingness to follow through on what He says regardless of the consequences.

If you are seeking to find the will of God in an area of your life, but sense no response
from God, it might be that God is asking you to search your heart for unrepented sins.
Here are two questions that can help you examine yourself. First, are the fruit of the
Spirit, “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control” (Galatians 3:22-23) evident in your life? If not, there is something
seriously wrong spiritually on the inside. Spiritual transformation of the Christian
character is evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit, not spiritual gifts or talents. Second,
does your conscience condemn you in some area (i.e., motives, attitude, behavior,
etc.)? We read in 2 Samuel 24:10 that “David was conscience-stricken after he had
counted the fighting men...” The greatest preacher you will ever hear on earth is not
some famous evangelist, pastor, or prophet; but, your very own conscience. Read

1 John 3:18-22. Cross-reference Titus 1:15-16. The first thing God did for us when we
repented of our sins and came into Christ was to give us a conscience free of guilt
(Hebrews 9:14, 22; 10:22). It's out job to keep it that way (1 Peter 3:16). How do we
maintain a clear conscience before God? We do it by repenting of known sins and
following the will of God. Don’t ignore your conscience. It's one of God’s ways of
blowing His spiritual whistle when we get out of line.

What is in your secret thought life? You are only as holy as your secret thought life.

We all have one, no exceptions. It includes thoughts, motives, intents of our heart, and
secret sins that no one knows about except us and God. For exam-ple, no one knows if
we are jealous, have a lustful heart, have a bitter spirit, are greedy, prideful and
unforgiving, or live in unbelief. But, God does.

The prophet Jeremiah said, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond
cure. Who can understand it? | the LORD search the heart and examine the
mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds
deserve” (17:9-10).

Psalm 94:11 states,”The Lord knows the thoughts of man; he knows that they are
futile.”

The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 2:16 that there is coming “a day when God
will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ.”

Perhaps more than any other generation, the church needs to be filled with believers

who are becoming increasingly aware of their shortcomings and are filled with a spirit of
repentance. You say, “How do you know?” It is because lifestyles and attitudes that
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used to be considered hell-bound sins are now in the church. Isaiah said, “Surely the
arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor His ear too dull to hear. 2But your
iniquities have separated you from our God; your sins have hidden His face from you,
so that He will not hear” (59:1-2).

So, what do we do when the heavens appear to be silent? We go to God for a spiritual
heart examination. Like the Psalmist, we pray: “Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24See if there is any offensive way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24). Would you let God search
your heart and see if there is something in you that is displeasing to Him?

What if...?

As we near the end of our study on the will of God, there are some unanswered
guestions that need to be addressed. These questions will surface again and again
when the will of God is discussed.

Question #1. “What do you do when a decision apparently must be made
immediately and you have no answers?” For example,
“I have a job offer, but | have to let the person know immediately.”
“The owner of the house says he needs an answer by 5 PM.”
“The Sunday school director asked me to teach a class and needs an answer
right away.”

Satan has a field day whenever God is silent. He whispers lies and arranges
circumstances to try and get us to doubt God’s love and sovereignty. So, what do you
do when a decision must be made immediately? Do nothing! Wait until you receive
clear leading from God. If the job does not conflict with God’s Word and you have no
job and need income to take care of your family, take the job, even if it was not the
career opportunity you are looking for (see 1 Timothy 5:8). However, you need to find
out if your commitment is to be long- or short-range. We often confuse the difference
between a job and a career. A job is a way to earn a living; a career is an adventure for
earning a living with long-range objectives. Sometimes we need to take a job while we
look for a career. To confuse the two will cause you to “job hop” and end up in a place
you don’t belong because you were afraid God wasn’t going to arrive on time. God has
a perfect timing for everything. If that house must be bought today and you aren’t sure
it's God’s will, hold tight. If it's what God wants for you, it will still be available when
you're sure. If it’'s not, you don’t want it anyway.

If someone wants you to commit yourself to a ministry and you’re not sure it is God’s will
for you, wait. The ministry won't collapse and you won't either by waiting. Pray and
wait until you have an answer from God based on what will best bring in the kingdom of
God, and thus bring the most glory to God. Then, and only then, can you answer. If
they need an answer before you hear from God, the answer is, “Sorry, | can’t commit to
it yet.”
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Sometimes, God may seem slow because He is not in a hurry. His goal is character
and character takes time. God made Moses wait 40 years in no-man'’s land for His will
to unfold. Abraham was 80-years old when God promised to give him a son (Genesis
17:19). It was 25 years later before it was fulfilled (Genesis 21:1-2). God let Job stew
in his own juices of self-pity before purging him and revealing who He was. God is
never in a hurry. Satan on the other hand is always in a hurry; it's his trademark. The
following poem portrays Satan’s intent for trying to rush you:

“Satan’s in a hurry; Christian can’t you see?
He’s calling you to rush ahead before God sets you free;
He loves to give you ‘deadlines,” saying ‘time is running out’
But that’s the kind of counsel that you can do without.
Satan’s in a hurry; a case of overkill
He wants to get you hurried, so you can miss God'’s will!”

- Russell Kelfer

Let me give you two facts concerning timing. First, if you think God is slow at times in
showing you what He wants you to do, you're right. Every day the heavens seem silent
you have to trust God more and your faith grows. The writer of Hebrews tells us
“without faith it is impossible to please God” (11:6). What we need to do is stop
badgering God and rest in His presence. God is not as interested in time as He is in
timing. The timing of God’s revelations gives Him glory. That is why He will often come
to your rescue at the very last minute when the flesh has long since given up. One
thing is certain however, God is never late.

The second thing you need to know about timing is that just because we have done the
will of God doesn’t guarantee we will get what we are asking for. For example, it is
possible for you to pray and pray for a job. When you finally receive a job offer, you
have to turn it down because to take the job would require you to disobey a Biblical
principle. You were certain that once you did that God would honor your obedience and
give you another job offer. Days go by, no job. Weeks and months pass and still no
job. Not only do you begin to doubt God, family and friends begin criticizing because
you don’t have a job. You have to sell one car to make the payments on the other one.
Satan whispers in your emotional ear, “Look at the circumstances; you missed the will
of God.” Then God speaks to you through Hebrews 10:35-37, “Do not throw away your
confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36You need to persevere so that when you have
done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised. 37For in just a very little
while, He who is coming will come and will not delay. 38But my righteous one will live by
faith. And if he shrinks back, | will not be pleased with him.” Then, James 1:4 gets your
attention: “The testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

What is God saying to you? He is saying, “l haven’t forgotten you any more than |
forgot Abraham or Moses. | know what you're going through and | know that you are
asking to know my will. | also know the sacrifice you’ve made in order to follow that will.
‘Be still before the Lord and wait patiently’ (Psalm 37:7). ‘Be still and know that | am
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God’ (Psalm 46:10). Every day you wait and trust Me you are being made into the
likeness of my Son, Jesus. Don'’t rush the process. Don’t complain. And, above all,
you must never doubt.”

Question #2: “What do you do when counsel is divided?” First, you need to take a
good look at the counsel you are receiving. Proverbs 13:20 (New American Standard
Bible), “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer
harm.”

Determine which counselors provided you with counseling based on God’s Word.
Scratch off all the others and see if the counsel now agrees. Secondly, pay special
attention to the counsel you've received from those in authority over you spiritually (i.e.,
your pastor, elder, Sunday school teacher, etc.). Thirdly, if counsel is still not clear, do
nothing. God may be saying, “Sit still for a while longer. | need more time to work on
you.” We're usually the ones in a hurry, not God. Fourthly, remember that counsel is
nothing more than confirmation. If a counselor wants to make the decision for you, he
or she does not have your best interests in mind. Counselors should be pointing you to
the Word of God where you can find the answers for yourself. Don’t use counsel as a
crutch because you're too lazy to search the Scriptures for yourself and pray, or too
impatient to wait on God. Use counsel to see if you have properly interpreted what God
has told you to do through His Word. If you have discerned God’s will properly, He will
see that counsel confirms it (Proverbs 11:14).

Question #3: “What if you feel ‘peace’ about what you want to do, but it violates a
Biblical absolute or corresponding principle?” First, it means you are responding to
your carnal nature which is under the influence of Satan. Because Satan’s counterfeit
looks much like the real thing, “peace” is not an adequate measuring stick to determine
the will of God. Second, the peace of God is not some exhilaration that comes from a
sign. Nor, is it the absence of conflict. God’s peace is the quiet presence of God’s
Spirit saying, “God’s will is being done.” That is why the peace of God will always be
true to the character of God, which is consistent to the Word of God.

Thirdly, if the peace you feel comes from God, you'll feel as good next week over the
decision as you did when you first made it. Unlike the false peace Satan gives, God’s
peace does not vacillate or change directions with our mood swings. Satan has access
through our emotions to give us a temporary peace that mirrors the peace of God but
will change from hour to hour and from day to day, depending on feelings and
circumstances. The peace God gives is steady and sure. God’s peace flows into our
lives like a quiet steady stream and over a period of time gives a calm assurance that
the choice we are making is God'’s choice.

Question #4: “Can the will of God be simplified?” Itis already simple. Itis man
who has made the simple complex by trying to impose the standards of man upon
Scripture instead of imposing the standards of Scripture upon man. Many times, human
wisdom is nothing more than taking the simplicity of God’s truths and making them
complex by infusing them with man’s interpretations. That’'s what the Pharisees did to
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God’s spiritual laws in Jesus’ day (Matthew 15:3-4). God'’s spiritual laws had not
changed from Moses to Jesus. Religious leaders had taken God’s simple commands
and made them complex. That way man needed man to interpret them and to enforce
them.

Joshua said, “If serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve... But as for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Let unbelievers do it their way. As for us, let’s follow the simple
and unadulterated Word of God. If God’s Word says “don’t lie,” then don't lie. If it says
premarital sex (fornication) is sin, then it is sin. If it says, “be not unequally yoked,” then
don’t become emotionally and physically involved with unbelievers. If it says that our
lives are influenced by what we believe and with whom we associate (1 Corinthians
15:33-34), then we need to be careful who our associates are. If we accept the Word
for what it is, it's simple. We’re the ones who make it complicated.

Question #5: “Why does God seem to ‘open doors’ if they are not His will?” For
example, “Why did that job come up if | wasn’t supposed to take it? Why did that house
become available and the loan get approved if | wasn’t supposed to buy it? Why
doesn’'t God just close all the doors except the right ones?” For the same reason
parents don’t make all the decisions for their children, to help them grow up and teach
them how to make good decisions.

God didn’t make us robots; He gave us a free will. It is though the process of making
decisions that we grow in His grace. God exposes us to situations so He can see how
we will respond and mature. God doesn’t open doors to tempt us (James 1:13), but he
does allow Satan to tempt us with “open doors” so we can learn to respond with the
Word of God like Jesus did in the wilderness (Matthew 4:4-10). An “open door” only
means one thing; someone arranged circumstances to affect your decision. It could
have been God, but it could also have been Satan. God is allowing it to test us; Satan
is doing it in hopes of getting us to compromise our spiritual values. Doors usually open
the way our subconscious minds wants them to open. We buy what we want to buy, go
where we want to go, do what we want to do and then use the “open door” principle to
justify our choices. We then have an ironclad alibi with which to blame God when
everything doesn’t work out. An open door is basically a question mark to be answered
by Scripture, not an exclamation mark that tells us what to do. If it is confirmation of a
Scriptural decision, praise God for it. Otherwise, walk very carefully through unmarked
open doors!

Question #6: “Why is it when we decide in favor of Scripture truths, there seems
to be unleashed from the gates of hell a barrage of spiritual warfare?” It's simple.
The devil is not going to sit idly by and let you make good decisions without a fight. He
is “like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Spiritual warfare is
proof positive that the choice you made was right. Obedience will automatically bring
about spiritual warfare according to 2 Timothy 3:12. Once you have done the will of
God and see the enemy’s onslaught, worship and praise God, because you have
entered into that choice piece of real estate called the center of the battlefield, where
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Satan and God are battling for control over your life and your future. Because you've
done the will of God, you are only one step away from the victor’s circle.

Review

Proverbs 2:9 tells us that we can “make the right decisions every time” (LB). To help us
with this endeavor, we have discussed 10 principles concerning the will of God.

1. We found that God is the architect of our lives, not us. God is the builder, not us.
God is the owner, not us. We should never go to God when a decision is imminent and
attempt to lay out “our” options and then ask for His sanction.

2. We examined two essential prerequisites for knowing and following the will of God:
having a regenerated heart (John 3:3; 1 Corinthians 9:2-14) and maintaining a spiritual
and Scriptural mindset (Romans 12:1-2; Psalms 119:105; John 15:7-8). The
unregenerate and half-hearted believer cannot discern what God’s good and perfect will
is (Romans 12:2) because it is spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:6-14). Being born
of God'’s Spirit allows us to see and understand spiritual matters. Internalizing God’s
unchanging truths from day-to-day transforms our minds and changes the way we think
(Romans 12:2).

3. We found that glorifying God is the backdrop for doing the will of God. Each decision
should be that which brings the most glory to God and thus bring in the kingdom of God
(Matthew 610; Isaiah 43:7; 1 Peter 4:14; 2:12). The Lord Jesus said in John 4:34, “My
food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.” Jesus only had one
reason for coming to planet earth and that was to glorify the Father by doing His will. It
should be ours as well. After all, it was the reason we were born and the reason we
were reborn!

4. We found that most of life’s decisions have already been penned in eternity past by a
Holy God whose Word is immutable and unchanging. Let’s not be hearers of the Word
of God, agreeing in principle, and then going out and making decisions based on
feelings or circumstances. The reason our Lord God gave us the Bible is because He
knew we would need a guide to lead us out of treacherous territory into the green
pastures of His will where He alone can take care of us. Tenderly written on those
ancient scrolls are thousands of commands and precepts that make up the primary will
of God. The primary will of God provide us with a parameter by which we can find the
will of God and make right choices. The Psalmist said, “Because | consider all your
precepts right, | hate every wrong path” (Psalm 119:128). There is not one single issue
in life in which the Word of God does not address and have the final word. That is why
we should feed on God’s Word daily. The Holy Spirit can’t bring to mind something that
is not there! When we internalize and follow God’s Word, not only are we strong in the
Lord Jesus and the power of His might (Ephesians 6:10), we can claim the promise
found in Isaiah 43:2: “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you, and when
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the
fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”
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5. We found that the will of God is progressive (Matthew 7:7). That is, following what
we already know equips us to receive more from God (1 Peter 2:13-21). We must not
be like the prophet Jonah. His problem wasn’t that he didn’t know the will of God for his
life; his problem was he didn't like it and refused to follow it.

6. We found that God leads His people in a detailed and specific way and that He is
concerned about every aspect of our lives. To even imply that God only has a general
plan with no specific parameters is to contradict Scripture. Our task is to follow God’s
specific leading.

7. We examined some progressive steps that can be taken to confirm a decision when
in doubt. We called these steps the G-A-P-C’s of God’s will: Gather all the facts; apply
Biblical absolutes; apply Biblical principles; and then confirm the decision through inner
peace, counsel, and circumstances. We also discussed five God-given priorities for life
that must be considered when making decisions: (1) To be where we can know God
more intimately; (2) to be where we can best be changed into Christ’s likeness; (3) to be
responsible to those for whom we are responsible for; (4) to be responsible to those to
whom we are responsible to; and (5) to be where we can best reach those whom God
has prepared us to reach for Christ. Whenever we have a choice, we are to choose in
this order of importance.

8. Using an imaginary family, we made a decision. We found that if Ned used the
common trilogy of peace, counsel, and open doors, he’ll take the job. If he will stop and
look at what he wants to do in light of the God-given priorities for life he won't touch that
job with a 10-foot pole.

9. We found that if we are still having trouble discerning God’s will, we need to stop for
a heart examination. If our hearts are not pure before God, studying “10 steps for
finding the will of God” is nothing more than play acting.

10. Finally, we examined some questions that might surface from time to time on our
journey of discovering and following the will of God.

Conclusion

Finding the will of God is not the destination, it is the first step. Doing the will of God by
faith, if need be, is the object. Finding the will of God is not about coercion, but a matter
of following the leading of God’s Spirit through the Word of God. We can be an
Abraham by diligently following God’s Word no matter what the opposition might be.

Or, we can be a Jonah and run from God’s will. While the power to obey comes from
God, the choice to obey is ours and ours alone. Eternity will determine that obeying
God like Abraham did is the right way to go.

End of Course Prayer: Sign your nhame if you can make this your prayer: “Heavenly
Father, thank you for creating me in the image of Christ for good works. Please help

45



me follow your known will for my life at all times so that | might glorify you now and
throughout eternity. | pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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Checklist for Making Godly Decisions

1. “Will the decision bring glory and honor to God? If not, the decision has already been
made, it's not of God. It is the reason we were born (Isaiah 43:7), the reason we were
born again (1 Peter 2:12).

2. Will this decision violate a Scriptural absolute? If so, go no further. Your decision has been
made for you. You must never disobey God’s commandments. Scriptural absolutes are God’s
boundaries given to your in advance in respect to eternity, conduct, and character.
Furthermore, corresponding principles which stem from God’s absolutes provide us with a basic
standard for which to measure every decision against.

3. Choose the decision that will most honor your commitments to those for whom you are
responsible for (i.e., spouse, children, parents, weaker brothers and sisters in Christ, etc.). If
you are married, you must never make a major decision without consulting your spouse!
(Matthew 7:12) Furthermore, you must never make a decision that weakens the sincere
convictions of other Christians (1 Corinthians 8:9, 10:23-24).

4. Choose the decision that will most honor your commitments to those to whom you are
responsible to, i.e., God, pastor, employer, supervisor, etc.

5. Ask yourself, “Would Jesus do what | am about to do (1 John 2:6)?” If the answer is no, it's
the wrong decision.

6. Can you give sincere thanks to Christ for that which you are seeking or would you rather
your immediate family or another Christian, not see you do what you are about to do?
(Ephesians 5:20; Philippines 4:6) If the answer is no to either of these questions, it's a good
probability you are about to make a poor or wrong decision (Ephesians 5:12-17; Luke 8:17;
Proverbs 17:23-24).

7. When possible, choose the decision where you can best reach those God has been
equipping you to reach for Christ (Matthew 28:19). Your witness is the result of the grace God
has given you thus far in your life (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4). Being in the best place to use that
witness is more important than how much money you make, how happy you are, how
comfortable you are, or how much worldly security you have.

8. Gather as much information as possible, define all options (Psalm 119:59) and then
pray about the consequences of each option (Philippians 4:6-7; Proverbs 28:6).

10. Once you've done all the above, you are now free to confirm the decision. The three most
common methods are (1) inner peace, (2) “open doors” (circumstances of life), and (3) godly
counsel. You don't make decisions on any one of these alone.

Select an option. Much of the stress is created over which way to go. Selecting an option frees

you up to focus on that option. If you still feel you don’t know God’s will concerning the selected
option, wait, and be content in your present situation (Philippines 4:11).
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Questionnaire
DISCOVERING GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE

Instructions

In the pursuit of a course of this nature much Scripture must be read. Itis
recommended that you read the assigned Scripture before reading the explanatory
material in the study course. Certainly the student hardly needs the exhortation to read
prayerfully. The Bible is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written.
That is because the Holy Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).

It is also recommended that you read through an entire section at a time before
answering the questions provided in the workbook. The value of reading with continuity
is that we discern the central line of thought, the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the
understanding of others related to it.

Following each section, questions have been prepared to help you grasp the “meat” of
the study. It is important that you completely read through each section before
answering.

If you need help understanding the material or have a question, please contact your
Course Advisor at TEMO@nicevilleag.com.

Section | - Prerequisites for Finding the Will of God

1. Prerequisite #1 for doing the will of God is to be

2. Read John 3:3-6, 1 Corinthians 2:6-14 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. A Christian is not
only a person who receives forgiveness, and gets to go to heaven; he or she has a

3. Prerequisite #2 is to maintain a and to grow up in
the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus. See Romans 12:2.

Section Il - Basic Premise

1. Finding and doing God'’s will starts with understanding our purpose for being alive on
planet earth. You were created to do what according to the Bible?

To go to heaven and nothing else
To do whatever comes naturally
To get married

To glorify God in my body

coop
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2. Compare John 5:30 with John 17:4. What account did Jesus give for His life on
earth?

He brought glory to the Father by doing His will.
He did it His way.

He only came to do miracles.

He only came to establish the church.

apop

Section Il - Definition

1. Using Matthew 6:10, write down your definition of the will of God:

2. Each decision we make in life should be that which will best bring the most glory to
God to further God'’s rule of righteousness in our lives. This is the standard for which to
every decision in life against.

Read Romans 12:2.

1. The will of God is . Goodness is that part of God’s nature that
does not allow Him to violate His own Word. The reason the will of God is good is
because it is in harmony with the

2. The will of God is or :
That is, focusing the whole of our being on finding and doing the will of God fills
God’s heart with joy.

3. The will of God is . This means there is nothing that can be added
to it or nothing that can be taken from it without diminishing its perfect power.

4. We are to what God’s will is. “Prove” means that when we follow
God’s will, we become witnesses. Read Philippines 1:9-11.

Section IV - Primary Will of God

1. There are two distinct aspects to the will of God; the primary (general) will of God
and the specific will of God. What is the primary will of God?

a. Itis God’s boundaries given to us in advance in the Bible in respect to eternity,
conduct, and character.

b. It constitutes the commandments found in Scripture.

c. The primary will of God are the values God holds dear.

d. Itis Scriptural absolutes and associated principles--things that we must do if we
are to please God.
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e. All of the above.

2. Because God is infallible, Biblical commands and precepts can never be changed or
altered.
____True; ___ False

3. The precepts and commandments found in both the Old and New Testaments apply
to the people of God for all ages (Psalm 105:42-45; Revelation 12:17).
____True ___ False

4. Knowing and following Scripture...

a. Prepares us to be accepted by the world.

b. Keeps the demons away.

c. Equips us for making good decisions.

d. Assures us of being accepted by church people.

5. Most of our decisions for life have already been made for us through Biblical
predetermined boundaries. It is what God has in mind for the Christian life.
____True ___ False

6. God’s commandments are a reflection of His nature and holiness.
True False

7. God’s commandments can never be interpreted differently in a given situation.
True False

8. Not only do Scriptural absolutes reflect God’s nature, they...

a. Free us up to concentrate on those other choices we can make.
b. Are the assurance we never make a mistake again.

c. Condemn us.

d. Are hard to understand.

9. Each Scriptural absolute generates a series of principles which further amplify and
clarify God’s will. In addition to absolutes, these principles provide us with a basic
standard for which to measure each decision against in order to confirm whether a
decision is the will of God. We can absolutely know the will of God if we positively
follow scriptural absolutes and their corresponding principles.

___True ___ False
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Section V - Specific Will of God

1. The “specific” will of God is the day-to-day decisions we have to make.
____True ___ False

2. Nothing is incidental to our heavenly Father.
____True ___ False

3. The writer presented some progressive steps that can be taken to confirm if a
decision we want to make is the will of God or not:

“G” means to information.

“A” means to Biblical absolutes.

“P” means to apply Biblical .

“C” means to the decision before acting.

4. There are five basic priorities in life which must be considered before making a
decision. What are they?

a. Priority #1 (Philippians 3:8-10) is our eternal to God. That is to
be where we can know God more intimately.

b. Priority #2 (James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6-7) is our eternal . Thatis to
be where we can best be changed into Christ’s likeness.

c. Priority #3 (1 Timothy 5:8) is to be responsible to those for whom we are
for.

d. Priority #4 (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 2:13) is to be responsible to those to whom we
are to.

e. Priority #5 (Mark 16:15-16; 2 Corinthians 1:3-5) is to be where we are most
to use the message of our lives which God has given us to

reach the lost.

5. Only when these basic five priorities have been considered should we look at the
basic standards the world uses in making decisions; more money; higher position;
security, etc. Our decisions are no different than that of the world if we do not let the
Bible be our final authority.

____True __ False

6. The three most common methods for confirming the will of God are: (1) the
of God; (2) of life; and (3) godly
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7. Only after we have analyzed the information we have gathered and have determined
we are not violating one of God’s commandments or priorities for our life, are we free to
confirm the decision.

____True __ False

8. Unless we follow the commandments and their corresponding principles found in the
Bible, we cannot expect to have the light necessary to find God’s will in more specific
matters.

____True ___ False

VI - Progressive Will of God
1. Before we are ready to receive more of God’s will to us we must...
Attend church on a regular basis.
Be doing that which we already know to do.

Be under the purview of a pastor.
Have an in-depth understanding of the Bible.

apop

2. Many of us are more interested in God sending a bolt of lightening or writing on the
wall to tell us what He wants us to do next. God has done better than that. He has
written our instructions in His eternal Word called the Bible, and it will never change.
____True ___ False

VIl - When the Heavens Appear Silent

1. Biblical history tells us God used one of two methods to wake his people up from
spiritual slumber: warfare or decision making. They either had to depend on God for
deliverance when they were attacked by an enemy (Psalm 118), or they were
confronted with a crisis and forced to turn to God for the wisdom to solve it (Psalm 43;
Psalm 88; Psalm 116:3-6). In some cases, it was both (2 Samuel 15; 17; 2 Samuel 24).
Which is correct?

a. God’s tactics have changed since Old Testament times because the heart of
man has changed.

b. God’s tactics haven't changed from Old Testament times because the heart of
man hasn’t changed.

c. God loves us too much to let us have trials and tribulations.

d. God’s tactics changed since Old Testament times because He has changed.

2. Spiritual fruit, not gifts, is proof of being born again.
____True __ False
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3. One of the things God did for us when we repented of our sins and trusted in Jesus
for eternal life was to give us a conscience free of guilt (Hebrews 10:22). One way to
maintain a guilt-free conscience is to...

Ignore our conscience when it condemns us.

Attend church each week.

Read the Bible.

Listen to our conscience when it speaks to us, acknowledge our sin and repent.

apop

4. Only God knows if we are jealous, have a bitter spirit, are greedy, have an
unforgiving heart, and unbelief, etc. (Psalm 94:11). However, we are only as holy as
our secret thought life.

____True ___ False

5. One day God is going to judge our secret thought life (Romans 2:16).
____True __ False

6. What do we do when the heavens appear to be silent?

Attend more church

Read the church bulletin

Ask our friends at work what they think we should do

Go to God for a heart examination and see if there might something that is
keeping us from seeing God’s will.

apop
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STOP!
Complete
questionnaire
prior to
checking
answers.

Answers Sheet

DISCOVERING GOD’S WILL FOR YOUR LIFE

Section | - Prerequisites for Finding the Will of God

1. Prerequisite #1 for doing the will of God is to be Born of God’s Spirit.

2. Read John 3:3-6, 1 Corinthians 2:6-14 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. A Christian is not
only a person who receives forgiveness and gets to go to heaven; he or she has a new
nature (righteous nature would also be acceptable).

3. Prerequisite #2 is to maintain a spiritual mindset and to grow up in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. See Romans 12:2.

Section Il - Basic Premise

N =
L O

Section Il - Definition

1. Using Matthew 6:10, write down your definition of the will of God. Answer: “The will
of God is that which brings glory to God and furthers His kingdom on earth!”

2. Each decision we make in life should be that which will best bring the most glory to
God to further God'’s rule of righteousness in our lives. This is the standard for which to
measure every decision in life against.

Read Romans 12:2.

1. The will of God is good. Goodness is that part of God’s nature that does not allow
Him to violate His own Word. The reason the will of God is good is because it is in
harmony with the nature and character of God

2. The will of God is well-pleasing. That is, focusing the whole of our being on finding
and doing the will of God fills God’s heart with joy.
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The will of God is perfect. This means there is nothing that can be added to it or
nothing that can be taken from it without diminishing its perfect power.

We are to prove what God’s will is. “Prove” means that when we follow God'’s will,
we become creditable witnesses.

Section IV - Primary Will of God

e
T
T
c
T
T
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T
Section V - Specific Will of God
T
T
The writer presented some progressive steps that can be taken to confirm if a

cision we want to make is the will of God or not:

“G” means to gather information

“A” means to apply biblical absolutes

“P” means to apply biblical principles

“C” means to confirm the decision before acting.

There are five basic priorities in life which must be considered before making a
cision. What are they?

a. Priority #1 (Philippians 3:8-10) is our eternal commitment to God. That is to be where
we can know God more intimately.

b. Priority #2 (James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6-7) is our eternal purpose. That is to be where
we can best be changed into Christ’s likeness.

c. Priority #3 (1 Timothy 5:8) is to be responsible to those for whom we are
responsible for.

d. Priority #4 (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 2:13) is to be responsible to those to whom we
are responsible to.
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e. Priority #5 (Mark 16:15-16; 2 Corinthians 1:3-5) is to be where we are most needed
to use the message of our lives which God has given us to reach the lost.

5. T

6. The three most common methods for confirming the will of God are: (1) the peace of
God; (2) circumstances of life; and (3) godly counsel.

7. T
8. T
VI - Progressive Will of God
1. b
2. T
VIl - When the Heavens Appear Silent
1. b
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