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Self-Study Courses through Niceville Assembly of God 
 
Distance learning and self-study are among the most dynamic and fastest-growing educational strategies 
in colleges and churches across America.  Though different from traditional classroom study 
methodology, the goal is the same:  to guide students through a systematic approach to spiritual 
formation. 
 
This course has been carefully written and prepared so that you may experience intellectual and personal 
growth in the convenience of your home and at your own pace.  Do not expect home study to be an easy 
shortcut to learning; it requires high motivation and self-discipline, since there are no prearranged class 
times.  If you follow the process faithfully, however, your investment of valuable time will pay rich 
dividends in increased understanding and spiritual growth! 
 
To assist students in grasping the concepts presented in self-study courses, a qualified Course Advisor is 
available to answer any questions you may have and to help guide you through the materials.  Simply e-
mail your questions or comments about course content to dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Your 
question(s) will receive prompt attention by your Course Advisor! 
 
Suggestions for Studying 
 
You cannot study the Bible as though it were just another book.  Those who wrote it were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, so you need the Holy Spirit to illuminate its truth to your heart and mind.  With an open Bible, 
the Holy Spirit, a textbook, and a study guide, you’re in the classroom of the Holy Spirit.  As a student of 
the Holy Spirit, you’ll achieve the goal of this course--anointed learning.  Here are some study tips: 
 
1. Set aside quiet and regular times for your study.  Concentration is easier if you turn your mind to your 

studies at the same time each day. 

2. Pray as you begin each study session.  Ask the Lord to help you understand the material and make 
appropriate application to your life. 

3. Look over the lesson objectives and the questions at the back of this workbook prior to reading each 
section. 

4. Read through the lesson.  Look up scripture references and take any notes that may be helpful.  You 
may want to highlight pages or take notes in the margins as specific points make an impression on 
you.   

5. Close the book and try to think through the main points.  Think about what you’ve learned and seek 
ways to apply it in your personal life, in discussion with family and friends, in a Bible lesson, etc. 

6. Answer the study questions in the back of the workbook.  To get the most out of this study, be sure to 
use the manual properly.  Don’t simply turn to the section designated and search only for the answer, 
leaving the rest of the valuable material unread. 

7. Take your time.  No bell will ring to force you to move on to new material. 

8. Make good use of reference tools, such as a study Bible, a comprehensive concordance, and a Bible 
dictionary.  An up-to-date English dictionary will help you understand words that may be unfamiliar. 

9. If you have access to the internet, you may want to use online resources such as 
http://www.biblegateway.com/, http://www.bible.org/, http://www.e-sword.net/. 

10. Email any questions you may have concerning this course and its contents to 
dguthmuller@nicevilleag.com.  Please indicate which course you are taking and the specific page 
number(s) which is/are in question. 

11. When you have completed all study questions, you may check your answers against the answer key 
in the back of the workbook.  Don’t “cheat”!  Remember, the only person you will be cheating is 
yourself! 
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Personal Goals and Progress 

 
Learning Goal 
From this course I hope to be able to: 
 
 
 
 
 
Study Goal  
Plan to schedule the following time(s) for study: 
 
Monday: Friday: 
Tuesday: Saturday: 
Wednesday: Sunday: 
Thursday: Hours per Week: 
 
 
Progress 
 
Date Course Started: 
 
Date Course Completed: 
 
 
Personal Commitment 
 
I hereby submit myself to the Holy Spirit and commit myself to becoming the person God created me to 
be. 
 
 
Signature     Date 
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Completing the Glory Cycle 
(A study course by Boyce A. Teas, M.S.) 

 
Preface 

 
Except otherwise noted, all scripture is taken from the New International Version (NIV) of the 
Bible.  Provided you do not sell or alter, you are permitted and encouraged to make copies.   

 
Course Syllabus 

 

Course description:  This is a hard-hitting study on the glory of God.  After explaining the 
plurality of God, the writer… 

 
·  Provides a biblical understanding of the glory of God. 
·  Discusses the security of the believer. 
·  Shows what is needed for the corporate Church to glorify Christ. 
·  Shows how to receive and live out God’s glory. 
·  Tells the believer when the glory cycle is complete. 

 
Course Objectives(s) and focus:  This study is designed to motivate believers to 
make glorifying God their number one priority in life.  To bring glory to God is the reason 
we were born and the reason Jesus Christ came to bring us eternal life.   
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Introduction 
 
Scriptural setting for this study is found in the Lord’s Prayer, John 17.  Some call 
Matthew 6:9-13 the Lord’s Prayer, but that prayer is the “Disciples Prayer.”  It was given 
to teach them, and us, how to pray effective prayers (Matthew 6:9).  Proof of this is 
found in the fact Jesus had nothing to ask forgiveness of (Matthew 6:12).  The actual 
Lord’s Prayer is found in John 17 where Christ shares His heart with His heavenly 
Father.   
 
Read John 16:19-33.  This passage provides the context for John 17.  As the cross 
loomed on the horizon of His earthly life, the Lord wanted His disciples to know He was 
leaving for a while and they would have to come to the Father in His name.  They had 
never done that before.  They could now do so.  In fact, it was a must if they were to 
survive what lay ahead.  To them it seemed Jesus had been speaking in riddles.  One 
thing was clear, however:  Jesus was from God (John 17:27-28).  So little by little, this 
little band of believers was beginning to understand what Jesus was about to do.  He 
was leaving them so He could go back to His Father.  Then He would be returning.  This 
knowledge would bring peace and joy to their hearts.   
 
“After Jesus said this, He looked toward heaven and prayed…” (John 17:1).  A hush no 
doubt settled over that semi-confused group of dedicated followers as Jesus began to 
converse with His heavenly Father.  This was a first for them.  The Father had 
expressed His confidence in the Son at His baptism (Matthew 3:17) but these men were 
not there on that occasion.  They had often seen Jesus slip away to lonely places and 
pray (Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; Matthew 14:23) but they had no idea what was said 
between these two expressions of the Godhead.  Now Jesus allows the twelve, and us, 
to listen in as He prays to His heavenly Father.  By doing so, the Lord was 
demonstrating to His disciples, and to us, just how simple, and yet how wonderful it is, 
to be able to have a conversation with Father God.   
 
Jesus’ prayer was nothing like the prayers they had heard from the religious leaders of 
that day.  There was no pretense, no memorized words, no ostentatious strutting 
around on street corners, or standing in synagogues displaying self-righteousness by 
the use of glowing phrases and impersonal rhetoric.  Jesus’ conversation with His 
Father was like an earthly son talking with his dad except the conversation was all about 
spiritual things and, as one might expect, it was totally unselfish.  Jesus was asking the 
Father to glorify Himself through the Son so in turn the Son could glorify Him.  He was 
also asking the Father to communicate His glory to this strangely disjointed band of 
leaders who would one day be known as the apostles, and He added, to us as well.  
What an incredible thought but then, what an incredible Savior we have.   
 
Five themes emerge as we read through the Lord’s Prayer in John 17:  (1) the 
compound unity of God; (2) the glory of God; (3) the security of the believer; (4) Jesus’ 
desire for unification of believers; and (5), completing the glory cycle, final glory of saints 
in eternity.  We shall examine these important themes in that order.   
 



 5

COMPOUND UNITY OF GOD 
 
John 17:1, “…’Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you.’”  Here, one member of the Godhead converses with another member of the 
Godhead.  It is safe to say that most Christians would be at a loss to explain the biblical 
doctrine of the plurality of God.  The compound unity (plurality) of God was the very first 
doctrine systematically dealt with by Church leaders following the period of the apostles.  
Church history contains tragic stories of groups who failed to understand the plurality of 
God.  Two kinds of heresies began to emerge about the middle of the third century.  
They were called Sabellianism (Unitarianism) and Arianism, named after their 
originators.  Sabellius, in an attempt to avoid the possibility of teaching that there were 
three Gods set forth the idea that there was only one personality of God who manifested 
Himself in three different modes.  First, God manifested Himself as God the Father, the 
Creator.  Then, God manifested Himself as Son.  Finally, He manifested Himself as 
Spirit.  God, for the Sabellius doctrine, was just exhibiting three different “masks.”  I 
wonder how they explained Matthew 3:17 and John 17:1.  A modern day form of this 
heresy erupted in Pentecostal circles about 1915, assuming the nickname “Jesus only” 
or “oneness.”  It is an offshoot of Sabellianism.  “Jesus only” folk also advocated unless 
one speaks with tongues, he or she is not saved.  This false doctrine came about due to 
their religious leaders’ failing to distinguish the redemption provided for us in Christ and 
the anointing made available through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Arius, in 325 A.D., went to the other extreme, emphasizing so much the distinction 
between the persons in the Godhead that he, in effect, divided the Godhead into three 
distinct essences or natures.  The result was subordination, not only of relationship, but 
of nature for both the Son and the Holy Spirit.  There is a kind of subordination within 
the Godhead, but not of nature.  Arianism led to the reduction of Christ and the Spirit to 
a position less than full Deity.  Arius asserted that Christ was a created being who was 
raised by the Father at some point to the dignity of Son of God, denying Him the deity 
due Him.  The Holy Spirit was said to have come into existence through the operation of 
the Father and the Son, making Him even less deity.  Sadly, there are still those in 
leadership within the universal church who hold to the heresy that neither the Son nor 
the Spirit is in the fullest sense deity.  They are in error!   
 
The following passages refute both Sabellianism and Arianism:  Matthew 3:16-17; John 
1:1-4; 8:58; 14:9-11, 15-16, 26; 15:26; 16:13-16, 23-28; 17:1-5, 18, 23; 1 Corinthians 
12:4-6; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; Philippians 2:6-11; Colossians 1:15-16; 
Hebrews 10:7-17.  Philippians 2:6 tells us that Christ “did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped” meant He willingly let go of His privileges and glory in heaven 
in order to do the will of the Father on earth.  Philippians 2:8:  “And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death 
on a cross.”  The study of the plan of redemption is not so much a study of what people 
must do to be saved, but of what the Father has done through Christ to save people.  
Before the world came into existence, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit 
all participated in man’s redemption.  God the Father came up with the plan of 
redemption, God the Son carried it out and God the Spirit administers it to penitent 
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sinners.  Hebrews 10:5-7 tells us that the Father made His Son an earthly body for the 
explicit purpose of carrying out His plan of salvation for lost humanity.  Christ’s motive 
for doing what He did was for the glory of God (John 8:50).  If the Lord had left heaven 
on His own to die for humanity He would not have brought glory to His Father, He would 
have glorified Himself.  But Jesus humbly left the splendor of heaven, submitted to 
Roman authority, and died a horrifying death on a cross to bring His Father glory.  John 
17:4 and Philippians 2:5-8 attest to this fact. 
 
Why so much confusion over the Godhead?  For one thing, the compound unity of God 
is a mystery which we shall not fully understand until we get to heaven, but the primary 
reason for such misunderstanding is in the use of the word “trinity.”  A wrong choice of 
words can cause much confusion as it has done in this instance.  The word “trinity” was 
coined to refer to the plurality of God and yet maintain the thought of unity.  It was a 
well-intended but ill-advised choice.  Trinity means three.  As a result many wrongly 
assume we Christians believe in three Gods, not one.  That is why, as the following 
chart depicts, I prefer to use the term “tri-unity” when describing the Godhead: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tri-unity conveys the Biblical concept of God being one but at the same time consisting 
of three identifiable and distinct, though not separate, persons or personalities as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  None of these three distinct personalities is God without 
the other and each with all the others is God.  Deuteronomy 6:4 states, “Hear, O Israel:  
The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  The Jews call this passage the Shema.  The 
word Shema is the first Hebrew word in this passage and means “hear.”  The accepted 
premise among Jews is God is indivisibly one.  They base this view solely on this 
passage.  Consequently, they refuse to believe in the person of Jesus who is God’s 
Son.  However, a careful examination of this passage shows the Shema is one of the 
strongest statements in support of the tri-unity of God found in the entire Bible.  For 
example, the last word of Deuteronomy 6:4 is echad, which is translated into English as 
the word “one.”  This is a compound unity noun; a noun which demonstrates oneness or 
unity but at the same time contains several entities.  Moses used this word in Genesis 
1:5 when he described the first day of creation.  This “one” day or “first” day is the 
Hebrew word echad.  Notice that the “one” refers to both light and darkness--evening 
and morning.  In Genesis 2:14, God revealed what was necessary for a successful 
marriage.  He instructed the husband and the wife to become “one flesh,” indicating 
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those two persons should be joined in perfect harmony as one unit.  Here again, the 
word “one” is echad.  It is used by Moses in Numbers 13 where he recorded the 
account of the 12 Hebrew spies who went to view the land of Canaan.  According to 
Numbers 13:23, they paused at Eshcol to “cut down a branch with one cluster of 
grapes…”  The word “cluster” is our word echad.  Obviously, this single cluster of 
grapes consisted of more than one grape.  Thus, the Hebrew word echad is used to 
indicate oneness in a compound sense.  Similarly, while God is One, He reveals 
Himself to us in three distinct persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19; 
Luke 3:22).  This is the plurality of God in a nut shell.  Hebrews 1:1-12 speaks of Jesus 
and His incarnation.  God the Holy Spirit is described in Scripture as proceeding from 
God the Father (John 15:26) but is given through God the Son (John 14:16-18; 25-26; 
15:26; 16:7; Acts 2:32-33; Revelation 22:1).   
 
The best Biblical analogy to aid in understanding the mystery of the triune Godhead is 
found in God’s name, Elohim.  That Hebrew name is used some 32 times in the Old 
Testament referring to God’s creative work when He formed creation, especially man.  
Genesis 1:26, “Then God [Elohim} said, ‘Let us [Elohim} make man in our image, in our 
likeness…’”  Notice the plurality (“us” and “our”) is fused with “image” and “likeness” 
(singular), thereby displaying what theologians call unity in plurality.  Reinforcement of 
this truth is provided in Genesis 3:22-23:  “And the LORD God said, ‘the man has now 
become like one of us, knowing good and evil…  “Us” like in “Like one of us” is a 
personal plural pronoun.  Let’s consider one final example.  In Genesis 11:7, one 
member of the Godhead says to another member of the Godhead, “Come, let us go 
down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.  So the LORD 
scattered them from there over all the earth…”  Once more the plural personal pronoun 
“us” is followed by a reference to God (singular).  The compound unity (tri-unity) of God 
is expressed throughout the New Testament:  Mark 12:29; John 1:1, 14; 10:15; 14:5-11; 
5:17-18; 10:15; 11:25-27; 16:13-15; 16:8; 17:1, 18, 23-25; 20:28; Acts 5:3-4, Romans 
8:2, 26-27, 1 Corinthians 2:10-11; 13:14, Galatians 3:20; Ephesians 4:4-6; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13; and Hebrews 9:14; 10:5-8; Revelation 23:22.  A definition of the tri-
unity is not easy to construct.  Nevertheless, here are three definitions that are careful to 
maintain the equality and eternality of the Trinitarian members:   
 
·  “There is one only and true God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are three coeternal 

and coequal persons, the same in substance but distinct in subsistence” (B.B. Warfield, 
Selected Writings). 

·  “While there is only one divine nature there are three persons called the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit who possesses not a similar but same numerical essence and the 
distinction between them is not merely in name but real” (John Dick, Lectures in Theology). 

·  God is one with respect to essence and three with respect to person.  The three persons 
cannot exist separately and are so completely united as to form one God.  The fusion is so 
complete that the persons have equal authority and power while maintaining distinct 
personalities and functions.   

 
Again, the tri-unity of God is one of those mysteries we won’t fully understand until we 
get to heaven.  However, just because we do not comprehend all sides of a divinely 
stated truth doesn’t mean we should reject it.  Those who believe in God are faced with 



 8

many statements concerning God’s attributes which are not fully understood.  As finite 
human beings we have no capacity to experience them personally.  A clear illustration 
of this may be seen in the biblical teaching which declares God to be omnipresent 
(everywhere at the same time); omniscient (knowing all things); and omnipotent (the all-
powerful, almighty One).  Not only will God go on forever, but He has also always been 
without beginning.  Admittedly, these concepts go far beyond our abilities of intellectual 
assimilation, yet there seems to be no problem in our accepting these qualities of God.  
We accept God’s attributes as being factual because that is what the Bible says.  So it is 
with the compound unity (plurality) of God.  While it is beyond our ability to experience, 
or in many respects able to comprehend this phenomenon fully, it is nonetheless the 
biblical position.   

 
BEHOLD HIS GLORY 

 
The manifestation of God’s glory is perhaps the most crucial issue of life---the measure 
of the degree to which we are God’s spiritual dwelling, where God’s Spirit rules.  Yet if I 
were to take a poll and ask a room full of believers to define the glory of God, I doubt if 
many could do so.  Most people whom I’ve asked describe God’s attributes and not 
glory itself.  That is understandable since glory is seldom defined in Scripture.  For 
example, glory is something we all fall short of according to Paul in Romans 3:23 but 
the apostle does not tell us what it is.  We Christians sing, “To God be the glory.”  But 
what does that mean?  Notice glory seems to bounce back and forth among the Father, 
the Son, and God’s people here in John 17:  
 
·  Verse 1:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your son, that your Son may glorify 

you” (verse 1).  The phrase “My time has come” was the Father’s clue to “glorify” the 
Son.   

·  Verse 4:  “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to 
do.”   

·  Verse 5:  “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you 
before the world began.”  This is not a selfish request since Christ’s desire was to 
glorify the Father.  To glorify the Father is to make Him known.  Jesus would soon 
be magnified as the Savior of the world through His atoning death.  Believers in Him 
will know God and possess eternal life.   

·  Verse 10:  “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me 
through them.”   

·  Verse 22:  “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as 
we are one.”     

 
Glory seems to be something God had to be involved in or it couldn’t happen.  This 
provides us with the scope of the subject but unless we truly understand what glory is, it 
only adds to the mystery.  There was glory attached to everything that gave a person 
worth or respect in biblical times (Proverbs 19:11; 20:29; Esther 5:11; Luke 12:27; John 
7:18), but nearly all of the references to glory found in the Bible are used in regard to 
God, not man (i.e., John 8:50).  That is because God is both the originator and object of 
true glory (Chronicles 16:27).  The New Testament extends the usage of God’s glory to 
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include Jesus Christ’s human existence (John 1:14; 2:11; 11:4; 13:31; 17:5; 1 
Corinthians 2:8; Hebrews 2:7, 9; Revelation 5:12-13).   
 
Still, what is God’s glory?  Webster’s New World College Dictionary (4th edition) defines 
glory as “great honor and admiration won by doing something important or valuable; 
fame; renown…”  While that may apply to humans it does not do justice to a definition of 
God’s glory.  While God’s acts are indeed great and glorious, His glory does not come 
from doing something---God’s glory comes from who He is!   
 
Exodus 33:9-10, 15-19 provides us with a biblical definition of God’s glory.  Simply put, 
God’s glory is the manifestation of God’s presence and nature.  Where God’s goodness 
is manifested is glorious!  God is good, all loving, totally holy and all powerful 
(Revelation 4:8; 1 John 4:8).  Because God is all these things with perfect love and 
power, He is glorious.  God’s presence (glory):   
 
·  Appeared as a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire (Exodus 13:22; 14:19; Psalms 

105:39).   
·  Looked like the mountain was ablaze (Exodus 24:17).   
·  Regulated Israel’s movements (Exodus 40:36-37; Numbers 9:17-23).   
·  Covered the tabernacle (Exodus 40:34; Numbers 9:15).   
·  Appeared over the mercy seat (Leviticus 16:2).   
·  Appeared at the giving of the Law (Exodus 19:9, 16; 24:16-18).   
·  Appeared at the sedition of Aaron and Miriam (Numbers 12:5).   
·  Appeared at the murmuring of Israel due to the report of the spies (Numbers 14:10).   
·  Appeared at the rebellion of Korah and at the murmuring of Israel because of 

Korah’s death (Numbers 16:19, 42).   
·  Resided over the Ark (cross-reference Exodus 25:22; Leviticus 16:2; 2 Samuel 6:2; 2 

Kings 19:14-15; Psalms 80:1; Isaiah 37:16; Ezekiel 9:3; 10:18; Hebrews 9:5).   
·  Was seen by the shepherds at the birth of Christ (Luke 2:9, 14). 
·  Appeared at Christ’s transfiguration (Matthew 17:5). 
·  Appeared at Christ’s ascension (Acts 1:9). 
 
The Hebrew word “Shekinah” (she-k��nuh) is sometimes used as a designation for God 
and His glory.  Not only is this word not found in the Bible, God’s Shekinah is not a 
being or reality separate from God (despite the positions of Philo [late first century B.C. 
to first century A.D.] and Maimonides [A.D. 1135-1204]).  This is a non-inspired and 
non-biblical term used by post Old Testament Hebrew scholars when referring to the 
radiance, glory or presence of God dwelling in the midst of his people.  “Shekinah” 
means “presence of God.”  Rabbinic literature refers to God’s Shekinah in a variety of 
contexts.  The priestly writer’s word for the tent of meeting, the mishkan or “tabernacle,” 
comes from the same root as Shekinah.  The Shekinah was said to rest over the mercy 
seat.  The glory of God, which filled the Temple was said to be His Shekinah, etc.   
 
The Hebrew word translated “glory” in most places in our English Bibles is “kahod,” 
which means “weight” or “importance.”  This Hebrew word has to do with that which is 
worthy of being honored or revered.  The Greek word translated “glory” in our English 
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Bibles is “doxa,” from which we get our word “doxology,” translated, “glory, honor and 
splendor.”  In certain places in the New Testament “doxa” refers to human honor 
(Matthew 4:8; 6:29), but its primary use is to describe the revelation of the character and 
presence of God in the Person and work of His Son, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:3; 
Colossians 2:2-3).  John states, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among 
us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  Colossians 1:15, “He is image of the invisible God.”  
That is why Jesus could say, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 
14:9b).  God’s glory was particularly revealed at Christ’s transfiguration (Matthew. 17:1–
8; Mark 9:2–8; Luke 9:28–36) and through the miracles He performed (John 2:11).  
Christ reflects the divine glory of God but no tabernacle needs to be built because the 
Word of God has pitched His tent in human flesh (John 1:14).   
 
Psalms 24:7-10, “Open up, O ancient gates, and let the King of Glory in.  Who is this 
King of Glory?  The Lord, strong and mighty, invincible in battle.  Yes, open wide the 
gates and let the King of Glory in.  Who is the King of Glory?  The Commander of all of 
heaven’s armies!” (The Living Bible)  Jesus is the King or Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 
2:8)!  He is also the King of kings and Lord of lords.  Revelation 19:11: “I saw heaven 
standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 
True.  With justice He judges and makes war.  His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His 
head are many crowns.  He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He 
himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the Word of God.  
The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean.  Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations:  He will rule them with an iron Scepter.  He treads the winepress of 
the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On His robe and on His thigh He has the name 
written King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:11-16).  If you haven’t already 
done so, you would be wise to behold His glory!   
 
 

THE SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER 
 
If you remember, we are studying that marvelous, intimate talk between God the Son 
and God the Father in John 17.  Recall, five themes emerge from Jesus’ prayer.  We 
have already looked at two of them; now let’s examine the third theme, the security of 
the believer.   
 
Read John 17:1-13.  Three phrases surface from this passage that must be defined and 
cross-referenced if we are to understand the security of the believer:  “eternal life” 
(verse 2), “protect them” (verse11) and “my joy” (verse 13).  These phrases appear in 
sequence, forming a progression of understanding that should make a difference in how 
we pray and how we view ourselves as believers.  Let’s examine these important 
concepts. 
Eternal Life 
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John 17:1-4: “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you.  For you granted Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all 
those you have given Him.  Now this is eternal life:  that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  A person does not become a 
Christian by being born into a Christian family or attending or joining a Christian Church.  
A person doesn’t become a Christian by reading the Bible, shaking the preacher’s hand, 
or performing certain Christian rites, such as baptism or communion.  A person 
becomes a Christian by realizing that he/she is a sinner, repenting, and turning to Jesus 
for eternal life.  Failure to do so will result in standing before the Great White Throne 
Judgment.  At the heart of Jesus’ prayer was a declaration of the authority His Father 
had given Him so that while clothed in humanity He could bring glory to the Father’s 
name.  According to John 17:1, one of the strategic goals for Jesus was to bring glory to 
the Father by giving a gift to those who were gifts in the first place.  Jesus was saying 
that you and I are gifts from the Father to the Son.  This corresponds with what Jesus 
said in John 6:44, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him…”  The Son, upon receiving us, was to give us something we never had, never 
could have, never would have, unless He gave it to us.  That something is eternal life! 
 
“What is eternal life?”  Jesus knew we would ask so He tells us in John 17:3:  “Now this 
is eternal life; that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent.”  Simply put, eternal life is a personal relationship with Father God through 
His Son, Jesus.  That relationship begins with believing with “certainty” that Jesus is the 
eternal Son of the one true God (John 5:24; John 17:8).  Eternal life is not something 
you attain: it is something you receive, or better yet, someone you receive.  Eternal life 
is embodied in a person, Christ Jesus (Hebrews 1:10-12).  When we repent and receive 
Jesus as our personal Savior, we partake of the essential life of God which allows us to 
know Him in an ever-growing knowledge and fellowship.  The word “life” denotes total 
transformation.  This explains how the nature of God is imparted to man.  God is 
eternal.  That is one of His attributes, part of what makes God, God (Deuteronomy 
33:27).   
 
Eternal life is totally different from all other kinds of life in both quality and duration.  
Eternal life is different in quality because it is one of God’s qualities imparted to 
followers of His Son, Jesus.  Eternal life not only expresses perpetuity but also Christ’s 
divine life that frees us from the power of sin and Satan and removes us from what is 
merely earthly in order to know God (John 8:34-36; John 17:3).  Because the sin nature 
still struggles within us for recognition, we experience the eternal quality of God’s 
eternal life only in part, however;  but when that which competes with that which is 
spiritual is done away with, when we enter eternity where everything is eternal, all of 
God’s eternal attributes will be enjoyed in their fullness.  Paul put it this way in 1 
Corinthians 15:54, “When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with the immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:  ‘Death has 
been swallowed up in victory.’”  The reason we have eternal life now is because we 
have Jesus residing within through the indwelling presence of God’s Spirit.  Who Jesus 
is, we become in the Holy Spirit.  Just as we have His love, His peace, His joy, and His 
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truth, we have His eternal quality and the benefits of that quality in increasing degrees in 
this life.  We cease fretting over time, because one day time will dissolve into eternity.  
We cease fearing death, because one day death will be no more.  We suffer 
persecution joyfully, for we will be rewarded in eternity.  The more we grow in Christ, the 
more His eternal nature transforms us and give us an eternal perspective; but when that 
which is physical and temporal is done away with and when we see Jesus face to face, 
we will fully become like Him in His eternal nature (1 Corinthians 13:9-10; 1 John 3:2).   
 
Not only is eternal life a reflection of who God is, but it is also a reflection of the 
timelessness of God (Hebrews 1:10-12).  By definition, eternal life is the exact opposite 
of time as we know it.  It takes life out of that which can and will dissipate or deteriorate 
and places it into the realm of that which cannot decay, cannot decline, and cannot 
diminish.  In this respect, dictionaries define eternal as lasting forever, without beginning 
or end, always existing, perpetually ceaseless, endless, enduring, immutable, infinite 
time, without beginning or end, etc.  Whenever the word “eternal” is used in the New 
Testament, it is always used to define that which never ends, never ceases, never 
changes and never varies, either in quality or duration.  
 

·  “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give 
him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14). 

·  “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son 
of Man will give you” (John 6:27). 

·  “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). 

·  ”For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23). 

·   “Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1). 

 
In every case, eternal life is contrasted with something that is temporary, fleeting, not 
lasting, etc.  That is why eternal life can be used as an attribute of God.  If eternal life 
could decay or decline or cease to be exactly what it has always been, then it could not 
be used to describe a quality of God’s nature.  We are placing the total weight of our 
salvation upon God and His eternal nature.  If He could become in any way less loving 
and graceful, less powerful, less stable, or less secure, our eternal hope would be in 
vain,  but He is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).  Our God 
does not change (James 1:17).  He cannot change because He is eternal.  God’s words 
are also eternal:  “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of the Lord 
stands forever” (1 Peter 1:24-25).  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).   
 
God will one day shake to pieces that which is material and temporal so that only the 
eternal remains (Hebrews 12:27; Haggai 2:6-9, 21).  The present form of the world is 
not eternal.  It will be destroyed by fire and be replaced by a new heaven and new earth 
(2 Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 20:11; 21:1).  The only thing that will survive in its present 
form will be God’s kingdom.  The only survivors will be those who belong to Jesus 
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(Hebrews 12:28).  This should give hope if you are going through hardships of life.  You 
can, with Peter, shout:  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time”  (1 Peter 1:3-5, NAS).   
 
A false doctrine that is sometimes associated with eternal life is that God has 
preordained the eternal situation of every living person.  Those of this persuasion 
believe the individual has no control or influence over his or her eventual eternal 
destination.  A person is going to heaven (or hell) based solely on a decision made by 
God before the beginning of time.  Although this is taught from behind many pulpits of 
our day, it is demonic in origin.  It is also the root cause of many demonic oriental 
religions and one of Satan’s vilest and most monstrous lies.  People hearing and 
accepting this errant doctrine can be hindered from coming to the throne of grace and 
accepting the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for their sins.  After all, if God has already 
predetermined whether you will (or won’t) be saved, what’s the sense in trying to fight 
against His divine decision?   
 
You say, “What about Ephesians 1:4-14?”  Paul is talking about the “election of God” in 
this passage.  True, there are those who misuse this passage to justify their belief that 
God pre-selected certain people to go to heaven and if you are not one of the “pre-
selected” individuals, you are going to hell,  but that is not what Paul is talking about in 
this passage.  What is confusing to some is the phrase in Ephesians 1:4, “He chose us 
in Him.”  Notice the condition to be chosen is “in Him” [Christ].  It is through our faith in 
Christ that we are chosen!   
 
You say, “What is the difference between predestination and the election of God?”  
Election and predestination are seemingly opposite concepts, but they are not.  
Predestination is a term that refers to God’s advance determination that something will 
happen in accordance with His fixed purpose.  Although the noun predestination is 
never used in Scripture, the verb predestinate is.  In fact, it is used four times in the 
Bible (Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1:5, 11) referring to God’s determination that only 
certain individuals would be saved based on God’s pre-determined plan.  God’s choice 
of individuals who would be saved is referred to by the word election.  Before creating 
anything, God decided to accept only those who would believe in and accept His Son 
Jesus (Romans 3:25-26).   Ephesians 1:5, “He predestined us to be adopted as His 
sons through Jesus Christ…”  The Greek word translated “predestined” here is 
“proorizo,” a verb that is used six times in the New Testament (Acts 4:28; Romans 8:29, 
30; Ephesians 1:5, 9-1311; 1 Corinthians 2:7).  It means to “decide beforehand; to mark 
out beforehand; foreordain; to choose beforehand.”  While the idea of election is 
definitely involved, the question is, for what and for whom?  The doctrine of election 
involves three basic truths: 
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1. Election is only through the blood of Christ.  Ephesians 1:7, "In him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches 
of God©s grace."  See also 2 Timothy 1:9.  Before the world was created God 
decided that salvation through faith would only come through His Son’s blood.  
Before God created anything He knew Adam would sin and determined that 
redemption for the human race would only come through the woman’s seed, His 
Son, Jesus.  (Genesis 3:15; Romans 5:12-17; 1 Corinthians 2:7-8)   

 
2. The election occurs only in union with Jesus Christ.  While Jesus’ blood was shed 

for the whole human race, one must believe Jesus is the Son of God to partake of 
that benefit (John 3:15; 17:3; Romans 3:25-26).  Before creating anything God 
decided to accept only those who would come to believe and accept His Son.  
Christ’s blood doesn’t benefit a person unless he or she believes Jesus is truly the 
Son of God and “trusts in Him” for eternal life (Ephesians 1: 26; John 1:12.).  Only in 
union with Christ do we become members of the elect. 

 

3. The election in Christ is also corporate.  That is, God had the Gentiles in mind when 
He came up with the plan of redemption.  Today the true church is made up of both 
Jew and Gentile born-again believers, with Christ as the Head (Ephesians 2:21-22; 
3:6, 3:10-11; 4:4; Romans 3:9-12; 5:18; 11: 25; Colossians 1:18).  

 
“How can God know who will be lost and allow that person to be lost?”  God’s 
foreknowledge does not predetermine individual choices.  He has chosen not to violate 
the individual free will in respect to eternal life.  In Ephesians 1:3-14, we have the 
outline of the panorama of predetermined world history, but this glimpse into the 
predestination of the course of the universe does not rule out the “islands of freedom” 
God has reserved for the personal choices of free people.  Wouldn’t it be awful and 
unfair to live for Christ all your life and get to the end and find out you are not one of the 
chosen few?  Consider the following passages: 
 
Second Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance."  God predetermined that everyone should come to salvation, provided they 
repent and step forward and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Any doctrine hindering 
anyone from making this decision is clearly satanic.   
 
John 1:12-13, “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave 
the right to become children of God---children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  People have the right to become 
adopted children of God only if they believe in Jesus.  When they receive Jesus, they 
are born again and become one of God’s adopted children (John 3:1-21).  John 3:16-
18, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God©s one and only Son."  “Perish” (John 
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3:16) is often the forgotten word.  It points to the dreadful reality of eternal punishment 
and not physical death (Matthew 10:28) to those who refuse to turn to Jesus for eternal 
life (Revelation 20:10, 14-15).  To believe includes three main elements:  (1) a sure 
conviction that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and only Savior for lost humanity (John 14:6; 
17:3; 1 Timothy 2:4); (2) a self-surrendering fellowship with and obedience to Christ 
(John 14:21; 15:1-10); and (3) a fully assured trust in Christ that He is both able and 
willing to bring you to final salvation and fellowship with God in heaven. 
 
The bottom line is that in eternity past God determined that all those who would repent 
and have experiential knowledge that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came into the 
world to save humanity from sin would receive eternal life (John 3:16-18); 17:3).  The 
word “experiential” differentiates eternal life from that which is pure knowledge.  You 
don’t receive eternal life by knowing that Jesus Christ died for your sin.  The devil knows 
that and trembles (James 2:19).  You receive eternal life by knowing God through Jesus 
in a personal way (John 17:3; Philippians 3:10) and being adopted into the family of 
God (John 1:12).  There is nothing more important in life that that.  Our eternal destiny 
depends on it!  Let me make three things clear concerning the heart and purpose of 
God’s plan of redemption.  First and foremost, God doesn’t want anyone to be lost.  
Secondly, God’s love is wide enough to embrace all who come to Jesus for eternal life.  
Thirdly, the atonement of Jesus’ blood on the cross for man’s redemption proceeds from 
the loving heart of God.  It was not something forced on Christ (Romans 8:32; 1 John 
4:10).  Paul appropriately wrote, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen” (1 Timothy 1:17).   

 
Protected by the Almighty 
 
John 17:11-12, “I will remain in the world no longer; but they are still in the world, and I 
am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 
gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected 
them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  None has been lost except the 
one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”  Here, Jesus is asking 
the Father for something special, and at the same time, explaining to us just how the 
disciples (except for Judas, who was ordained in eternity past to allow his human nature 
to be used for God’s purposes) had been guarded against being lost before the Holy 
Spirit came.  Jesus said, “I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave 
me” (John 17:12).  God not only made His Son a body for the incarnation (Hebrews 
10:5), but He also gave Him the name Jesus (Luke 1:31).  Jesus has been protecting 
His disciples by that name (John 17:12).   
 
Does that mean the disciples were sinless?  Far from it!  There were times when the 
world around them would stand in amazement that they called themselves Christians.  
Not only did they spend much of their time arguing over which of them would get to sit in 
the front row with Jesus in heaven and be noticed, but they also all deserted Jesus at 
His critical hour.  Peter led the pack.  Jesus knew in advance Peter would do what he 
did.  So He said, “Pete, before sunrise tomorrow, you’re going to curse and deny you 
even knew me.  And you’ll do it three times” (my paraphrase of Matthew 26:34).  Peter’s 
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response was, “Lord that will never happen to me” (Matthew 26:35).  Old Pete did just 
what the Lord said he would do when the moment of truth came.  Jesus knew Peter 
needed to be humbled.  The Lord also knew Peter needed more compassion for sinners 
if he was going to ever be used the way God wanted to use him.  So as Peter rebelled, 
Jesus prayed, and Jesus waited.  Were Peter and the other disciples lost at that time?  
No.  While they had turned their backs on Jesus, they were not lost (John 17:12b; John 
21:15-21).  Until Jesus went back to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit, He had “kept” 
Satan from taking eternal life from the disciples.  You say, “But I know a preacher who 
turned his back on God” or “I know a deacon who went astray.”  Yes, but Peter didn’t 
disown Jesus once; he did it three times (Matthew 26:69-75)!  Peter had heard Jesus 
say, “Whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 10:33).  Yet, after His resurrection Jesus called Peter to His side and 
commissioned him to look after God’s people (John 21:15-17).  Jesus protected His 
disciples (and all other believers) until His death at which time the Father took over and 
protected them through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  You say, “The 
reason the eleven were still guaranteed “eternal” life is because they were faithful.”  
Give me a break.  Not one of them even stood by Jesus in His hour of need.  Not one!  
No, Jesus had “kept” them.  Now, He was giving them (and us) over to the Father, so 
the Father could “keep” them, and us, safe through the power of His Spirit.   
 
Jesus was holding His followers firmly in His precious hands, soon to be marred by the 
print of nails, then handing them over to the Father’s hands where no one could destroy 
or take eternal life from them.  He didn’t drop any of them in the handoff.  You say, 
“What about Judas?” Judas was never one of His (John 17:12),  but all who were His, 
and all who ever would be His, were given eternal life when they accepted Jesus as 
Lord and Savior and are kept safe from the evil one while on planet earth.  You say, 
“What if God allows Satan to bring a disease upon my body, destroys my finances, etc.”  
The devil will no doubt harass you (2 Timothy 3:12) but he can’t steal your salvation.  
No one can!  If you are born again, you have God’s mercy, grace, love, holiness, and 
yes, His eternal nature resident within you until you choose differently.  That’s what the 
security of the believer means.  It is all about God’s sufficiency and you believing it 
(Romans 8:1).  When the Rolls Royce Company started building automobiles, they did 
not publish the horsepower of their vehicles.  I read an article about a man who owned 
one of these fine lustrous automobiles and wanted to know its horsepower.  He wrote 
the automobile company and asked, “What is the horsepower of my Rolls Royce?”  The 
reply he received was, “Sufficient!”  So it is with God’s power to protect and sustain us 
until we reach heaven.  Ephesians 1: 13-14, “…Having believed, you were marked in 
Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession---to the praise of His glory” (my 
emphasis).  You can’t get any better guarantee that that!  
 
Can a true believer in Christ ever be lost?  No, a true believer cannot be lost, but a true 
believer can stop being a true believer, and when that happens…he or she will be lost.  
This is clearly seen throughout the New Testament.  For example, in Luke 11:24-26 
Jesus warns those cleansed of evil spirits that they must immerse themselves in God’s 
Word and the things of God or they will be re-inhabited and find their last state worse 
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than their first.  It is also seen in 2 Peter 2:15, 20-22:  “They have left the straight way 
and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of 
wickedness… (20) If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off 
at the end than they were at the beginning.  (21) It would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their 
backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. (22) Of them the proverbs 
are true, ‘A dog returns to its vomit,’ and ‘a sow that is washed goes back to her 
wallowing in the mud.’”  These folk were obviously redeemed from sin’s power and then 
forfeited salvation (verse 15).  The “sacred command” that they had “turned their backs 
on” (verse 21) is God’s command:  “Be holy, because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44; 1 
Peter 1:16).   
 
Read John 15:1-8.  We are secure as long as we remain in Christ.  No one can force us 
to leave the Father’s protection.  The devil would like us to think he can make us do 
that, but he’s a liar (John 8:44).  John 10:27-28, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one 
can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.”  Never 
perish.  No one shall snatch them, no one.  Why not?  They would have to be stronger 
than Father God to do that, and that’s not possible.  Whoever belongs to Jesus belongs 
to the Father.  Whoever belongs to the Father belongs to Jesus (John 17:10).  Added to 
this security is the indwelling presence of God’s eternal Spirit, which is God’s down 
payment on what awaits us in heaven (Ephesians 1:13-14).  The Spirit lives in us to 
help us along the way (John 14:15-17).  God the Spirit is maintaining our relationship 
with God (Romans 8:26).   
 
Many of our arguments about the security of the believer are based on experiences with 
people who made a statement of faith and then went into rebellion to the very name of 
God and, in particular, to the holiness of God.  Yes, a person can become an apostate if 
he or she chooses to do so (Hebrews 3:7-19; 6:4-6; 10:26-31; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Acts 
1:25; Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:4; 1 Timothy 1:18-20)  but as long as the person is 
breathing and recognizes his or her need for redemption, it’s never too late to repent 
and come back to the Father (John 15:11-31).  Besides, there is only one unpardonable 
sin spoken of in the Bible---blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  All other sins are 
pardonable if the person repents.  When the stubbornness (hardening) against God in 
an individual reaches a certain point, determined only by God, this is blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit and at this point He will no longer deal with the person.  Someone who 
has gone beyond redemption does not even care if he or she is saved or not.  The 
person would not be interested in repenting or attending church, listening to a gospel 
song, message, or anything that has to do with God.  The very fact a backslider still 
feels guilty when he/she breaks one of God’s commandments and recognizes the need 
to repent and be saved, indicates God is still dealing with him/her.  The point of no 
return is on his/her part, not God’s!  Besides, as we’ve seen with the disciples, one sin 
does not cause a believer to be kicked out of God’s kingdom.  God did not make us 
robots.  We are all capable of stepping out of grace and sinning.  We do not continue to 
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receive mercy because we deserve it.  First Timothy 1:15, "Here is a trustworthy saying 
that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of 
whom I am the worst."   
 
Read 1 Peter 1:3-9.  Peter presents three truths concerning the security of believers, a 
particularly relevant message for Peter’s audience since many of them were 
experiencing intense persecution.  First, believers are “shielded by God’s power” 
against all the forces of evil that would destroy their lives and salvation in Christ (cross-
reference 2 Timothy 4:18; Jude 1, 24; Romans 8:31-39).  Secondly, the essential 
condition required for God’s protection is “faith” (1 Peter 1:5).  God’s shielding us by His 
grace does not work arbitrarily, for only “through faith” are believers protected by God’s 
power, just as only “through faith” are believers saved (Ephesians 2:8).  Third, the 
ultimate goal of God’s protection through the believer’s faith is “salvation” (1 Peter1:5).  
Here salvation refers to the future dimension of salvation (Romans 1:16), i.e., the 
obtaining of an inheritance in heaven (1 Peter 1:4) and “the salvation of your souls” (1 
Peter 1: 9).  Paul states in 2 Timothy 4:18, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom.  To Him be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.”  Our security lies in our faith in Jesus.  Stay in Jesus and you’ll never have 
shipwrecked faith (1 Timothy 1:18-20).  Paul states in Romans 8:37-39, “For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither their height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”   
 
I like Paul’s philosophy of life found in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9:  “We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  In other words, if you have Christ residing 
within you, absolutely no trouble, sickness or tragedy will cause your spiritual defeat.  
When you made Christ Lord of your life, a loving, omnipotent God adopted you as one 
of His children (John 1:12) and gave you that aspect of His character known as His 
eternal life.  As long as God’s eternal life is resident within you, you will never perish 
(John 3:16).  No one who remains in Jesus perishes.  No one!  The enemy may 
bombard the gates of your structure with all his ammunition.  The doors and windows 
may rattle.  The tower may sway to and fro but the edifice of your salvation stands.  It is 
secure.  No one can steal your salvation or take you out of the protection of the 
Almighty.  You are as secure as you want to be. 
 
The Full Measure of Christ’s Joy 
 
Read John 17:13-14.  Definition of the “full measure” of Christ’s joy:  A quiet and gentle 
rest and confidence in God that is unaffected by feelings or circumstances.  Born-again 
believers live in the victory of a certain kind of joy the world can never know.  Jesus 
asked the Father to rightly relate to that absolute when He said, “I am coming to you 
now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full 
measure of my joy within them” (John 17:13).  Emotional happiness is fleeting.  The 
primary difference between those who are victorious during times of testing and those 
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who are not is not the degree of trouble, but the degree of faith and their interpretation 
or perception of that trouble.  Anytime we Christians interpret trouble as retribution or 
punishment from God we have just defeated ourselves.  I am not saying we believers in 
Christ won’t reap what we sow in life but we must not equate our trouble with our 
relationship with God.  If we do, we are in worse trouble (2 Timothy 3:12).  The Apostle 
Paul uses the term “chains” four times in the book of Philippians (Philippians 1:7, 13, 14 
&17) for good reason.  He was in confinement and facing possible death when he wrote 
his letter to the church at Philippi.  Yet joy permeates its pages from start to finish. That 
is because Christ’s joy knows no bounds and cannot be destroyed by pain, suffering, 
weakness or difficult circumstances (Acts 16:23-25; 2 Corinthians 7:4).   
 
Second Corinthians 8:1-2, "And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace 
that God has given the Macedonian churches.  Out of the most severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity."  This was the 
same church to which Paul wrote the book of Philippians.  The Macedonian Christians 
were having a lot of trouble and experiencing overflowing joy at the same time.  That 
doesn’t seem logical!  Yet that is what the joy of the Lord that flows from God’s nature 
does.  The Reverend T.D. Jakes was asked in an interview, “What do you say to people 
who tell you, ‘I’ve been faithful, and now I’ve lost my job and my house?  Is it wrong for 
Christians to expect earthly rewards along with heavenly rewards?’”  His reply was, 
“God sends us blessings, but He also sends us tests and challenges.  It’s a 
misrepresentation to think we’re going to get all of one and none of the other.  Life has a 
way of bringing both sorrow and success in our lives.  Sometimes the test is not how 
much we get of either; but how we manage both.  Financial success, academic 
success, those don’t exempt us from personal maladies.”  I agree.  Anyone who allows 
trouble to determine how they feel is a defeated person.  We all experience trouble from 
time to time, but that does not mean we cannot experience Christ’s joy through it all 
because the joy of God is an unending source of sustenance.  The reason many 
believers become downhearted when the world comes crashing in around them is 
because they have not learned to fully trust God in everything.  The joy Christians 
experience is not human joy extended.  Nor is it the world’s joy multiplied.  The joy 
Christians experience is an extension of Christ’s eternal nature of rest and joy within 
(John 17:13).  Paul rightly tells us to be “strong in the Lord and in His mighty power” 
(Ephesians 6:10).  Notice it is “His mighty power” that is keeping us safe.  That is why 
Paul could say, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength” (Philippians 
4:13).  The psalmist stated, “The Lord is my strength and my shield” (Psalms 
28:7)...God is our refuge and strength” (Psalms 46:1).  As the shepherd keeps His 
sheep, the Lord God is strengthening and keeping us safe.   
 
Now let’s look at shipwrecked faith.  While there are numerous joy-stealers in life, 
shipwrecked faith is the most common.  Read Timothy 1:18-20.  From shipwrecked faith 
come fear and worry.  Fear is faith turned backwards:  you believe something isn’t going 
to happen, etc.  Worry is unhealthy concern about something that may or may not take 
place (Matthew 6:25-34).  Both are deadly to the soul.  Dr. Richard Dobbins said during 
one of his radio programs From this Day Forward, “God made our planet to spin on its 
axis so that we spend part of the time in the light of the sun and part of the time in 
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darkness (Genesis 1:14-19).  This cycle of light and darkness is called a day.  The rising 
and setting of the sun mark every day.  He also made our planet to rotate around the 
sun.  It takes earth 365 �  days to complete one trip around the sun.  This we call a 
year.  These natural divisions of time remind us of what life is all about—beginnings and 
endings.  Nothing lasts forever!”  How true.  Although it may seem like the night in your 
life will never end, it too will pass.  So stop worrying about something that may or may 
not come to pass.   
 
Your joy-stealers may be something else---legalism, stress, lack of finances, etc.  
Whatever they are, the way you deal with them is found in Philippians 1:6:  “Being 
confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Furthermore, God will bring good out of all afflictions, 
trials, persecution and suffering (Romans 8:28).  The good that God works is 
conforming us to the image of Christ (Romans 8:28), ultimately bringing about His 
glorification through us (Romans 8:18).   
 
So what do you do when your long-cherished hopes and dreams are dissolved 
overnight and dark clouds of circumstances and uncertainty linger overhead?  You rest 
in the Lord knowing He will protect you and carry you through it all.  Foremost, you must 
not give up your saving faith!  The battles may rage and the enemy may fire his heavy 
artillery but you are secure if Jesus lives in you.  We may falter and fail.  We may even 
end up in disgrace and dishonor.  All the while our heavenly Father is maintaining our 
relationship with Him and restraining the evil one from taking us out of the His 
everlasting arms.  The Apostle Jude rightly stated, “To Him who is able to keep you 
from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great 
joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forever!  Amen” (Jude 24-25).   

 
 

UNIFIED BELIEVERS 
 
We now come to another great theme found in John 17---unity among Christians.  
Unification of believers can be a dangerous subject, however.  If taken out of context, it 
can lead to doctrinal misunderstandings.  Overlooked, it can lead to great strife and 
contention.  Nevertheless, this was a distinct request from Christ to His heavenly 
Father.   
 
Read John 17:20-26.  Notice Jesus never left the subject of glory.  Christ gave us His 
glory so like He and His Father, we might be one (verse 22).  From this small band of 
unified disciples, God reached the world!  We are those who would believe though their 
message (verse 20).  Christ wanted the world to believe that the Father sent Him to be 
the propitiation for sin.  The way He would do that was by demonstrating within the 
framework of His Church the awesome love that led Him to that cross and then send 
unified believers out to make disciples without becoming a part of the world’s sin (John 
17:11, 15-18, 21; 20:21; Matthew 28:19-20). 
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Read John 13:34-35.  Unification without compromise!  Notice that love, not gifting, 
activity, or talent is the way the world will know who is a follower of Christ and who isn’t.  
We who call ourselves Christians are to be so unified in love and so constant in our 
concern and acceptance of one another that a contentious world would stand in awe 
and say, “God did that.  I want to know that God” (cross-reference 1 Corinthians 12:12-
27; 1 John 2:10-11; 3:11, 18, 23; 4:7, 11; 4:19-21).  Colossians 3:12-14, “Therefore, as 
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”  Does 
this passage describe the Christian church of our day?  I think not!  We’ve had some 
2,000 years to become unified the same way our Savior and His Father are one.  
Instead we bicker over everything.  We don’t trust the believers in the church down the 
street because they are not a part of our church or subscribe to our particular doctrinal 
beliefs.  We won’t cooperate with those who attend the church across town because 
they don’t believe in speaking in tongues or because they do speak in tongues, etc.  
You will often find more civility and more unity in the world than in the church.  
Corporations often work together, even with their competitors, more than churches do 
with one another.  We aren’t even one in the spirit in our own church.  We bicker over 
carpet, pews, stained glass windows, music, the air conditioning, etc.  The arm is calling 
the leg names.  The eye is refusing to listen to the ear.  The nose can’t stand the odor of 
the feet.  We aren’t one.  For the most part, we aren’t even civil.  The world looks on 
and sees not a body working in harmony to bring glory to the Head, Jesus, but a body at 
war with itself.   
 
Read John 17:22-26.  Using the Godhead as our example let’s look at two reasons we 
should be unified.  First, God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit are one in 
nature and substance (John 1:1; 10:30; Colossians 2:9) yet they have different functions 
(John 5:17).  Members of the Godhead are inseparable though they are separate.  What 
one was, all were.  If the Father is omniscient and omnipotent, so is the Son.  If the Son 
is omniscient and omnipotent, so is the Spirit.  What all are, each is.  In like manner 
those of us who have been born again of God’s nature possess exactly the same nature 
and Spirit (John 3:3, 6).  We differ in function, gifts, heritage, personality and ethnic 
origin, but the same spiritual heart beats in each of our souls (1 Corinthians 12).   
 
Read Acts 2:1-4.  On one occasion Christ appeared to over more than 500 believers 
after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:6).  Yet only 120 were filled with the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost.  Why only 120?  I believe it was because they were engaged in 
unified prayer.  Unity among Christians is an automatic invitation for the Holy Spirit to 
show up.   
 
Compare Ephesians 3:2-6 with Ephesians 4:1-7.  “The unity of the Spirit” (Ephesians 
4:3) cannot be created by any human being.  It already exists in the body of Christ.  It is 
our task to maintain or “keep the unity of the Spirit” (Ephesians 4: 3).  While we are all 
gifted differently, we must cooperate with the Holy Spirit and use those gifts in harmony 
with other parts of Christ’s one body.  This means overlooking the faults of others in 
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order to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  If need be, we should give up 
our right to be right so Christ can be manifested through the bond of peace.  Paul states 
in 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether 
Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the One Spirit to drink.”  Paul is 
not talking about water baptism or the Baptism of the Holy Spirit; rather the Spirit’s 
baptizing believers into Christ’s body and making them spiritually one with other 
believers.  The person sitting across the aisle from you in church that dresses 
differently, worships differently, looks at some peripheral doctrines differently, etc. is 
your brother or sister.  He or she has the same heavenly Father and the same purpose 
in life---to glorify Christ and win the lost.  Our external differences are unimportant.  
What is important is that we are all one in the Holy Spirit.  Unity brings glory to God!  
Paul went on to explain in 1 Corinthians 12 that spiritual gifts should not be the basis for 
honoring a person or considering one believer as more important than another (1 
Corinthians 12:22-24).  Rather each believer is placed in Christ’s body according to 
God’s will (verse 18) so the body of Christ can be complete.  Each born-again Christian 
is important for the spiritual well-being and proper functioning of the Church.   
 
Another reason we should be unified is that like the Godhead we have the same 
purpose in life.  Not only are Jesus and the Father one in substance, but they are also 
one in purpose: to save humanity from a devil’s hell (2 Peter 3:9; John 10:30).  Being 
the agent of reconciliation, the Holy Spirit brings the lost to Jesus who in turn brings 
them to the Father.  This oneness of God made Jew and Gentile one again (Ephesians 
3:6).  It should bring born-again believers together to proclaim the death and 
resurrection of our Lord (Matthew 28:19-20; John 20:21).  While each member of the 
Godhead associates with humanity in different ways, they do not argue over which one 
is the most important or most productive.  One would indwell; one would intercede; and 
one would oversee and fulfill, but each Person of the triune God has the same purpose 
in returning fallen humanity to the image and harmony of the Creator (John 3:16).  So 
the Father’s plan for us is exactly the same as the Spirit’s.  In like manner, not only do 
we share the same nature of the Spirit with other followers of our Lord, but we also 
share the same purpose in life.    
 
Whether or not you look like believers in the church down the street or those on distant 
parts of the globe, they have exactly the same purpose in life as you and I do---to get to 
know Christ in a personal way (Philippians 3:10-11) and glorify the Father by completing 
the work He has given us to do (John 17:4).  To the degree we fight and compete, we 
steal God’s glory, the glory we would have if the world could see His love by the love we 
display towards one another.  You say, “What do I have in common with those 
Christians who don’t look like me, worship like me or believe exactly the way I do?”  You 
have Christ!  They have Christ.  What more is needed for reconciliation?  Reconciliation 
between God and humanity and between members of the body of Christ takes place at 
the cross (Galatians 6:14; Ephesians 2:16; Colossians 1:20).  We sure can’t glory in our 
buildings, music, doctrine, numbers or ministries, etc.  We have only one event to glory 
in and that is the crucifixion of Christ.  That’s our common denominator.  That’s our 
common theme.  When Christians come together outside the walls of their sacred 
sanctuaries into the mission field or into the streets to share their faith, they don’t care 
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what their differences are.  Their goal is the same: to help people find Jesus.  Nothing 
else matters!  My experience in the ministry is that most of our arguments, most of our 
petty disagreements and most of our competitiveness are over issues that have 
absolutely nothing to do with faith in Christ.  Read 1 Corinthians 1:22-23.  The Jews, 
Paul said, were looking for experience.  The Greeks (Gentiles) were looking for 
knowledge.  Both delighted in arguing and setting themselves above the other.  We 
don’t preach that, Paul said.  We preach Christ crucified.  God on the cross!  The Jews 
stumbled over this simple and invaluable truth.  It was seen as nonsense to the Greeks 
but for those who come to know Jesus in a personal way, it’s everything!  The cross of 
Christ is what brings us together as one.  God help us to encourage one another in 
brotherly love.  God help us to see that everyone can know that we are Christ’s 
disciples by the love we have one for another.  Not for some others but for all others!  
Consider this three-fold prayer:  (1) that local churches will work together in unity to win 
the lost; (2) that denominational leaders at every level will lay aside nonessential 
differences to better lead God’s people in doing the work of His kingdom; and (3) that 
Christians will have the humility and discernment to lay aside racial, social or economic 
difference that divide followers of Christ. 
 
Should we compromise our doctrinal positions for the sake of unity?  Absolutely not!  
Should we glory in them?  Positively not!  Should we ever exalt doctrine above the 
cross?  Not on your life.  Much of the dissension in God’s body comes from the same 
root cause that destroyed the angelic host.  Pride!  We believe we are more spiritual.  
Does that mean other believers who have different doctrinal views are less spiritual?  
No!  They may be less informed, less doctrinally correct and not walk in the full authority 
Christ left believers, but that doesn’t make them less spiritual.  You say, “What about 
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?”  The fullness of the Spirit was given to empower 
believers to carry out the Great Commission (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19-20).  You can’t 
get more spiritual than being born of God’s Spirit (John 3:6).  Besides, only the Spirit 
knows who is spiritual and who isn’t.  Recall, Paul tells us to “make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2-3) and to be “like- 
minded” (Philippians 2:2).  How do we accomplish these noble goals?  By remaining 
humble and loving those believers who look and act differently than we do.  We can 
stand firm, not condescendingly but genuinely, on our own convictions while still loving 
others who do not have those convictions.  When we get to heaven, we’ll find out Father 
God was more interested in whether or not we became one through His Son than 
whether or not we proved a point and elevated our position.  Ephesians 5:1-2, “Be 
imitators of God…live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us 
as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing out of selfish 
ambitions or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”   
 
These passages tell us what the body of Christ is supposed to look like.  One day it will 
but until then, can we stop the pettiness that overtakes us and, by choosing to allow 
God’s Spirit to perform the miracle of love though us, actually get a taste of glory before 
we get there?  I hope so.  Each generation of believers is given this same 
commandment and challenge--- to be one in Christ (1 John 3:11).  Until we learn to live 
like it, the world will have a difficult time accepting the good news that “Christ Jesus 
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came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15).  We must be authentic followers 
of Jesus Christ, especially in the areas of holiness and love.  An unknown author once 
wrote:  “I shall pass through this world but once.  Any good therefore that I can do or 
any kindness that I can show to any human being let me do it now.  Let me not defer or 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”  You can do nothing greater than to be an 
authentic follower of Jesus.  Lest we forget, the reason we are in John 17 is to see how 
Jesus prayed.  John 17:20, “My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you.”  If that is what Jesus prayed for, shouldn’t we be praying for 
that as well?  Here are some things we should be praying for.  We should be asking 
God to break down the barriers that separate the different parts of His body, preventing 
us from working as one.  God still answers prayer.  He will bring about situations and 
relationships to foster that atmosphere.   
 
We should also be praying for individual believers and Christian organizations who are 
stepping out and doing what God commanded in terms of unity without compromise.  
After all, our goal is the same, to bring glory to God and to win as many as possible to 
Christ.  We should pray for those who are sowing discord among the body of Christ.  
Many are doing it out of ignorance.  Pray for them.  You know who they are.  They are 
on the radio lambasting other believers who do not agree with them in some minute 
doctrinal point or live exactly as they do.  One particular church publishes articles in the 
local newspaper denouncing the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and Christians who speak in 
tongues.  While they are wrong, don’t retaliate.  Instead pray for them!  Finally, we 
should be asking God to use us as His vessels to unify those in the local church, in our 
family, and in the community.  Ask God to sensitize you to times when you are about to 
get caught up in trivia or in a personality dispute and miss the blessing of seeing God’s 
will done.  Specifically, ask God to lift you above the pettiness that divides believers into 
the realm of unity without compromise.  Don’t change your convictions about Scripture.  
Don’t weaken your awareness of the absolutes (commandments) found in God’s Word.  
Don’t ever forfeit biblical truth for the sake of harmony, but, much of the time truth is not 
what is at stake, pride is. If we hope to glorify God in this life, we must be a person who 
builds unity rather than dissension.  Unity in the body of Christ---it is what Jesus prayed 
for, what the Spirit is working in us for, and what the Father expects of us.   

 
 

COMPLETING THE GLORY CYCLE 
 
Read John 17:24.  We now come to the final theme found in the chapter and the 
underlying theme of this study---completing the glory cycle. Compare John 8:50 with 
John 17:4-5.  Jesus never came to seek glory for himself.  He came to bring glory to 
God the father.  It should be our purpose as well.  Ask yourself, “Why did God create 
me?  What is God’s eternal purpose for my life?”  The answer is found in 
 

·  1 Chronicles 16:  Verse10, “Glory in His holy name; let the heart of those who seek the LORD 
rejoice.”  Verse 24, “Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all 
peoples.”  Verses 28-29:  “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the nations, ascribe to the LORD 
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glory and strength, 29ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name.  Bring an offering and come 
before Him; worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness.” 

·  Psalm 29:1-2, “Ascribe to the Lord, O mighty ones, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness.”   

·  Isaiah 43:7, “…everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 
and made.”   

 
John 17:24, “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to 
see my glory…”  The glory cycle for each of us will not be complete until that moment 
takes place.  However, before you can complete the glory cycle you must first be in the 
glory cycle.  How does one get in?  The only way in is through Jesus; to experience 
God’s glory is through a personal relationship with the Father through Jesus, the Son 
(John 17:3).  During Old Testament times God’s glory was understood as something too 
marvelous for words, something too awesome for man to come in contact with.  For 
example, when Moses asked to see God’s glory, God had to put him behind a rock and 
place His hand over him to protect him so he would not be consumed (Exodus 33:18-
23).  Moses’ face reflected the glory of God to the extent it hurt people’s eyes following 
this incident (Exodus 34).   
 
Thus the Old Testament concept of God’s glory was likened to standing in front of a 
spotlight that is ten trillion times stronger than anything we have ever seen and trying to 
look straight into it.  We would be blinded by it.  Light we understand.  Light this brilliant 
we cannot fathom.  We would be overcome by it or even flee from it.  Why is that?  God 
was creating a physical image through symbols to demonstrate something too 
marvelous for words that would one day become a spiritual reality for New Covenant 
saints.  John 17:22:  “Father, I have given them My Spirit, so they now have the exact 
same capacity to receive your glory and return it as I have had on planet earth” (my 
paraphrase).  We Christians have the reality of what Old Testament saints could only 
dream about.  Through His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus restored the human 
pattern which God planned at the first, as the incarnate Christ activated the new 
kingdom of grace that was long promised by Old Testament prophecy.  Christ was the 
New Man whom Adam foreshadowed (Romans 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22), the 
image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), whose death would redeem the world from 
bondage to sin and make individual salvation possible.  Christ paid the penalty for 
human iniquity on Calvary and opened the way for renewal of the individual personality 
through confession, surrender, and the acceptance of His saving grace by faith 
(Romans 10:9-10, 13; Ephesians 2:8-9).  When one identifies himself or herself 
completely with the work of Calvary and has received cleansing and pardon, he or she 
is “in Christ.”  The Savior has restored the human pattern which God planned at the 
first.  Those who are His are themselves new creations by divine grace (2 Corinthians 
5:17). 
 
In John 3:1-8, Jesus discusses the fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith of re-birth 
or regeneration.  When we receive Jesus we actually receive the Father’s nature or 
spirit (glory) in our inner self or spirit person (John 3:6; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23-
24; Titus 3:5).  The Father’s glory is then lived out in the life of the believer through a 
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lifestyle of holiness by the power of the Spirit.  So like a boomerang, glory starts with the 
Father and ends with Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Schematic taken from Russell Kelfer’s message that they may behold my glory #1334-A) 
 
Sad to say there is a vast difference between the above scenario and the reality of our 
day.  Here we are some 2,000 years after Christ’s death and resurrection, nearing His 
return and it’s hard to tell a Christian from a non-Christian anymore.  That awesome 
power and love that once caused the world to say, “These [are they] who have turned 
the world upside down” (Acts 17:6 NKJV) no longer characterize much of what is called 
Christianity.  Non-believers live together before marriage; professing Christians live 
together before marriage.  Non-believers commit adultery; professing Christians commit 
adultery.  Non-believers lie, steal and murder people; professing Christians bomb 
abortion clinics, gamble, cheat on their income taxes, etc.  The world selects leaders 
based on resumes; Christian churches select pastors based on resumes.  You know 
why you can’t tell who is a Christian and who isn’t outside of church today?  We have 
name-only believers attending our services.  Revelation 3:1-3, for the most part, 
describes the American Church.   
 
Stealing Glory from God 
 
Let me say up front it’s not a good idea to steal God’s glory.  Yet people do it all the 
time.  Lucifer, God’s former worship leader, is an example of what happens when 
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someone tries to do that.  Lucifer said in his heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise 
my throne above the stars [angels] of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of 
assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain” (Isaiah 14:13).  Because of his 
haughtiness and desire to take worship and glory away from God, Lucifer entered into 
eternal darkness and was driven in disgrace from the presence of God (Ezekiel 28:16-
17; Luke 10:18).  Isaiah 14:12 tells us he was even “cast down to the earth.”  While 
there are numerous ways in which believers steal God’s glory, one sure way is to refuse 
to follow the leading of God’s Spirit.  You will never live like Jesus lived and glorify God 
(Ephesians 3:20-22) unless you follow the Spirit’s lead (Galatians 5:16).  While the 
inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16), the 
outward evidence is a life of righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:24; Titus 
2:12).  When we fail to follow the leading of God’s Spirit, we fail to live up to God’s 
standard and we discredit God and steal His glory.  Another way in which we can steal 
God’s glory is by drawing attention to ourselves and taking credit for what He has done 
in us and through us as through we had something to do with it.  Jesus, our example, 
never tried to steal His Father’s glory by drawing attention to Himself.  John 5:19, “The 
Son can do nothing by himself, He can only do what He sees His Father doing.”  John 
5:30, “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I 
seek not to please myself but Him who sent me.”  The Spirit does exactly the same.  
John 16:13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes He will guide you into all truth.  He 
will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and he will tell you what is 
yet to come.”  Here is the order of glory.  The Spirit gives glory to the Son.  The Son 
gives glory to the Father.  The Father in turn gives glory to the Son (John 8:54).  God’s 
Spirit in us will never call attention to us but will call attention to the Son, who in turn 
gives glory to the Father.  Glory starts with the Father and ends with Him.  When Christ 
returns, He returns in His Father’s glory (Mark 8:38; Luke 21:27; Acts 1:11).    
 
Do you know what churches do when they advertise their bigness or their friendliness or 
their zeal?  They steal God’s glory.  Do you know what organizations do when they 
promote their ministries for their own gain or to make them stand tall compared to 
others?  They steal God’s glory.  Do you know what churches do when they brag about 
how many people they led to Christ or how much money they gave this year to 
missions?  They are stealing glory from God.  On a personal note, what do you do when 
people begin to give you accolades for your talent or position in the church, etc.?  Do 
you begin to think, “I was pretty good…I do a lot more around this church than Brother 
So and So and he’s a deacon…What a message I gave today!  God, you and I did a 
good thing...”  If so, you are stealing glory from God.  No, you and God did not do a 
good thing.  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
the heavenly lights, who does not change…” (James 1:17).  The glory for it goes to 
God.  Period!  If Jesus Christ who was God in the flesh could of His own self do nothing 
without the Father’s help, who are we mortals to do otherwise?  If the King of Glory was 
willing to lay aside His robes of righteousness to save the human race and could not 
receive glory of men without passing that glory on to the Father, who are we to do 
anything differently?  If God’s own Spirit who lives to comfort us and lead us cannot 
accept glory but must transfer that glory to the Son who then gives it to the Father, how 
can we compromise on so important and basic an issue?  We can’t!  We must not!  The 
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robes of glory fit no one but God.  We know that but in practice so often we try them on 
for size.  They not only don’t fit when we try to put them on, but also God can no longer 
wear them.  They are good for nothing after that (Isaiah 64:6).   
 
God’s glory is not something we humans can retain on our own or understand or 
receive without the new birth.  “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things 
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).  That is 
because God’s glory is a garment worn only by Him.  When you try to put God’s glory 
on independent of the Lord, it turns to ashes.  Only God can handle glory (Psalms 
115:1).  God placed His glory into a human body so humanity could behold it and at the 
same time get a preview of what was to come when believers accept this glory-filled 
Man as Lord and Savior (Hebrews 10:1).  What was to come was God the Father 
placing His glory (nature) within us through the indwelling presence of His Spirit.   
 
To the degree we allow it, God’s Spirit actually imparts God’s nature so we, as Paul 
stated in 2 Corinthians 3:18, can experience “ever-increasing glory.”  Furthermore, the 
more we die to self and allow God to be manifested through the inner self; the more 
God’s glory becomes increasingly visible to others.  That is what John the Baptist meant 
when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30 OKJ), or as the 
Amplified Bible put it, “He must grow more prominent; I must grow less so.”  Paul stated, 
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 
(Galatians 2:20).  Paul was dead to his human nature, the old self (flesh), and Christ 
was actually living in him through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  As long as 
Paul, moment by moment, maintained by choice that posture, God’s glory was able to 
flow through him into the lives of others and then back to the Father.  The glory of Christ 
was His life of self-denying service and dying on the cross in order to redeem the 
human race.  Likewise the glory for us, His followers, is the path of holiness, humble 
service, and enduring hardship for the glory of God (Luke 9:23; Matthew 8:34; 
Philippians 2:5-8).  The choice between denying ourselves and living for our own selfish 
desires must be made daily.  That choice will determine our eternal destiny.   
 
If you get nothing else from this study, get this:  we don’t glorify God for His benefit; we 
glorify God for our benefit.  Glorifying God is a privilege and an honor.  It’s important we 
think of God in terms of being absolutely self-existent, who in Himself possesses 
essential life and permanent existence.  There was a time, if “time” it could be called, 
when in unity of His nature (though subsisting equally in three Divine Persons), God 
dwelt alone (Genesis 1:1).  There was no heaven where His glory is now particularly 
manifested.  There was no earth to engage His attention.  There were no angels to sing 
His praises; no universe to be upheld by the word of His power (Hebrews 1:3).  From 
eternity, the Creator was self-contained, self-sufficient, and self-satisfied and in need of 
nothing.  Had a universe, angels, or human beings been necessary to God in any way, 
they also would have been called into existence from eternity.  They essentially added 
nothing to God’s essence or glory after they were created (Malachi 3:6).   
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While the creation proclaims the glorious handiwork of God (Romans 1:19), His 
essential glory can be neither augmented nor diminished by the creation.  The Lord God 
was under no constraint, no necessity to create.  Paul, at the end of Romans 11, after 
bringing to a close his long argument on salvation by pure and sovereign grace, asks, 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been His counselor?  Who has ever 
given to God, that God should repay Him” (Romans 11:34-35).  He concluded, “For from 
Him and though Him, and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen” 
(Romans 11:36-37).  The meaning is simple.  It is impossible to bring the Almighty 
under obligation to anyone.  Even after doing His glorious will, we are only doing our 
duty as unworthy servants (Luke 17:10).   
 
You say, “If God didn’t need us, what moved Him to bring about the creation?”  It was 
out of love and for His manifestative glory (Ephesians 1:4-5; Revelation 4:11) and 
pleasure (Ephesians 1:5, 9).  Whether we obey God or not, God will always be God.  He 
is in no need of external glory from His redeemed (Nehemiah 9:5).  He is glorious 
enough in Himself without our praise and worship.  We glorify our heavenly Father for 
an eternal reward. God lovingly allows us the privilege of honoring Him with our words, 
attitudes, motives and actions so that one day we too can complete the glory cycle and 
be part of His eternal glory.  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).  The 
new creation described in Revelation 21:1-4 is a promise of future glory, when all 
redeemed creatures would praise their Creator throughout eternity (Ephesians 1:14; 
Revelation 4:8-11; 5:13).   
 
Lifestyles of Glory 
 
We were never created to selfishly keep the glory of God for ourselves but to return it to 
God in surrender, love, adoration, holy living and praise.  Here are five ways in which 
we can glorify Father God: 
 
Live like Jesus lived:  Holiness is a threat that runs from Genesis through Revelation.  
Peter stated, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the 
pagans that though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day He visits us” (1 Peter 2:11-12).  One cannot do that unless 
he is willing to follow the whole Word of God as Jesus did.  The Lord did not break one 
of God’s spiritual laws, not one (1 Peter 2:22)!  Keep in mind the commandments Jesus 
and the disciples followed were Old Testament commandments.  Read Matthew 5:17-
20.  The average Gentile Christian believes since we are under grace, we don’t have to 
keep God’s commandments, especially those found in the Old Testament.  They are 
incorrect.  However, we don’t keep the commandments for justification purposes 
because we have already been justified through our faith in Jesus (Romans 5:1).  We 
keep God’s spiritual laws as guideposts for holy living (see my study on Grace Part II, 
Breaking out of Legalism).  Keeping the spiritual laws outlined in the whole Word of God 
is one of the ways in which we return glory to God (John 14:15; Matthew 5:16; 
Revelation 12:17c).  
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Love like God:  Creation, an act of love, demonstrates God’s free and unfathomable 
love.  Love gives!  John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Love is 
God’s motive, grace is His method.  Love is the why and grace is the how.  While the 
Lord Jesus came to this planet to save humanity to glorify the Father, He did it out of 
love.  God’s plan of redemption is a story of love---God’s love for us, God’s love in us 
and God’s love flowing out of us to reach the lost for Christ.  What was it that caused 
the early church to turn the “world upside down” for Christ (Acts 17:6, OKJ)?  Was it 
talents, spiritual gifts, great music, ability to cast out demons, etc.?  No!  It was a 
manifestation of God’s incredible love (Acts 3:1-8; 4:32-35; 7:59-60; 16:25-34, etc.).   
 
True children of God love all people (Matthew 5:44; 22:39; Galatians 6:10; 1 
Thessalonians 3:12).  Why is that?  It is because God’s nature within demands it.  
Followers of Christ also love one another in a special way (John 13:34; Galatians 6:10; 
1 John 3:11).  Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples…” (John 
13:35).  Since we have God’s nature residing within through the indwelling Spirit, we are 
all capable of loving like God.  Love, in fact, is the one characteristic which defines us 
as true followers of Jesus Christ:  “Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 
4:7-8).  There is something spiritually wrong on the inside if we can’t love like God, 
because unlike the world, love resides within.  That is why a true follower of Jesus is 
capable of displaying God’s love in unlovable situations.  As they were stoning Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr, to death, he prayed:  “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” 
(Acts 7:60).  That’s love coming from the inside out.  Unfortunately, God’s nature of love 
no longer seems to be reflected in much of what is called Christianity.  We put religious 
bumper stickers on our automobiles, acting like saints, but when the first person cuts us 
off in traffic, we act like the devil (I speak from experience!).  Can you imagine what 
would happen if we were to always love the people we come in contact with as Jesus 
did those He came in contact with?  For one thing the Pharisees within the church 
would criticize (Acts 11:1-3; Matthew 9:11) and call us friends of sinners (Matthew 
11:19);  but drunks, fornicators, homosexuals, prostitutes, thieves and all types of other 
sinners would be invited to church  and they would feel welcome and ready to receive 
God’s offer of redemption.  We push a hurting and dying world away from church when 
we try to play Savior.  That position has already been taken by Christ.  Our job is not 
even to convict people of sin.  That position has already been filled by the Holy Spirit.   
 
Our task is to love unconditionally, to witness and show people the way by example.  
Notice I said “show others the way by example.”  Loving people, including hard–to-love 
people who are not of our church, does not mean we should compromise or 
accommodate our particular Biblical beliefs or doctrinal differences, however.  
Christians must never compromise God’s holiness, but love for God and His will, as 
revealed in His Word, must control and direct our love for others.  While love for God 
must always be first (Matthew 5:38-48; 22:37-38), we must not neglect to pass on the 
good news about Jesus.  Paul stated in Colossians 4:3, “Pray for us that God will give 
us an opportunity to tell people His message.”  We need to pray for three things in 
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regard to spreading the gospel.  First, we need to ask God to soften our hearts and give 
us a genuine love for the unbelievers with whom we come in contact with.  Ask yourself, 
“What non-Christian do I know who is hurting?”  That’s probably the person you should 
try to reach first.  We also need to ask God to soften the unbeliever’s heart that we are 
trying to reach for Christ.  The way God usually does this is through problems and pain.  
If this is the situation, a good way to reach the person is through empathy and directing 
him or her to Jesus as the answer to their problem or situation.  If you believe your 
neighbor, relative or co-worker is hopeless, you need to understand that with God all 
things are possible (Matthew 19:26).  Jesus is “able, now and always, to save those 
who come to God through Him….” (Hebrews 7:25, Today’s English Version).  No one is 
beyond the reach of God’s love.   Don’t give up on anyone.  Love demands it! 
 
Follow God’s Timing:  This is crucial in bringing God glory.  When Jesus was asked by 
Mary, His earthly mother, to turn water into wine at a wedding party, He replied, “Dear 
woman, why do you involve me?  My time has not yet come” (John 2:4).  Why did the 
Lord say that?  It is because the people would not yet understand the depth of the 
miracle or Jesus’ motive to glorify His Father.  They would have just wanted more 
miracles.  One day the time would come for the veil to be lifted and Jesus’ identity and 
motives for performing miracles revealed.  In respect for Mary, Jesus went ahead and 
turned water into wine but its spiritual significance would wait until the hour had come.  
Thus only Mary, the servants who drew the water and the disciples knew about the 
miracle (John 2:9).  Not even the master of the banquet (head waiter) knew what Jesus 
did.   
 
In John 7 and John 8, the enemy determined he would put an end to the swelling tide of 
spiritual power sweeping through the hearts of many.  Before the appointed time, he 
tried to have Jesus arrested and murdered and tried to defeat God’s plan by diminishing 
Christ’s exposure to the people,  but of course Satan learned or should have learned (it 
seems he never has) that no one touches God’s anointed without God’s personal 
approval.  You too are invincible until your time has come.  Satan can only harass you 
to the degree his attacks will bring God glory,  but as with Job, the devil must ask first,  
and, as with Job, so often the Father will say, “you may do that, Satan, but you cannot 
take his life.”  Satan could plan and pursue but he could not touch the Son until the 
Father gave him permission.  God would not have been glorified were Satan able to 
have Jesus killed prior to God’s timing.  Jesus’ suffering and death had to be within 
God’s perfect timing in order to bring glory to the Father.  This is made clear in John 
12:23.  Just on the horizon was the moment of moments.  The Son would be betrayed, 
tried and crucified exactly at the time and place appointed by the Father in eternity past.  
When the time came, Jesus lifted His eyes of love toward heaven and respectfully and 
boldly prayed, “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you.” (John 17:1).  By allowing His sovereign plan to unfold exactly as planned, the 
Father would demonstrate through the Son what God looks like on a cross in man’s 
body.  He looks like perfect timing and perfect love in God’s robes of righteousness! 
 
For some God seems to be taking an eternity to intervene.  If you are one of those, you 
must understand God has an eternity.  It is for the sake of eternity that He developed 
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time.  It gives Him a platform from which to demonstrate His glory on earth.  A miracle, it 
has been said, is “anything, the timing of which brings glory to God.”  How true.  While 
God may appear to be late to intervene, He’s always on time.  In fact, the longer the 
Father takes, the greater the miracle there is in the making.  As demonstrated through 
the life of Jesus, the Father will move but only when the appointed time has come.  Our 
prayer times must reflect that truth.  With sensitivity to timing, we must pray according to 
the sovereignty of our heavenly Father’s will.  Here is how Jesus prayed just prior to 
being arrested:  “Father, if it is possible, may this cup [of suffering] be taken from me.  
Yet not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 26:39).  This may be the hardest prayer we 
can ever pray at times.  Yet it is necessary if we hope to glorify God.  Many pray for God 
to be glorified in a given situation and then have the gall to give the Father a timetable in 
which to do so.  Learn to pray not only for God’s will, but also for His perfect timing.  Let 
the writer of Hebrews give you a word of encouragement when God’s clock seems to 
move too slowly for you:  “Do not throw away your confidence, it will be richly rewarded.  
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what He has promised.  For in just a very little while, He who is coming will come and 
will not delay” (Hebrews 10:35-37).  Second Corinthians 4:17-18, “For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary but what is unseen is eternal.”  The longer God makes you wait for 
something, the more you should praise Him because the longer the wait, the more 
glorious the outcome.   
 
Follow God’s Will:  Glorifying God is the standard against which to measure each 
decision in life.  That is why it is imperative we ask ourselves before making a decision, 
“Will this bring glory to God?”  If it doesn’t, then it’s not of God.  Ask yourself when you 
are at a crossroad of life what will bring the most glory to God.  Much of the time your 
decision is made by answering that simple question.  Our purpose for finding and doing 
God’s will starts with understanding our purpose for being alive on earth.  God will never 
override His purpose for creating us.  “The world and its desires pass away, but the man 
who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 2:17).  Christ showed us how to glorify 
God through obedience.  John 17:1, 4:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, 
that your Son may glorify you…I have brought you glory on earth by completing the 
work you gave me to do.”  “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of Him who sent me 
and to finish His work” (John 4:34).  John 17:1:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify 
your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”  What was it Father God wanted His Son to do 
to glorify Him?  He wanted Him to die.  Die?  Yes, die.  God’s glory is associated with 
Christ’s death as His hour of glorification (John 12:23; 17:1).  Something had to be done 
to restore people to a place where they could enter into a personal relationship with the 
Father.  The solution was for someone who had never sinned to fill the position of Lamb 
of God.  Jesus was the only one who qualified for that position (Romans 3:10; Romans 
3:23).  To qualify as the Lamb of God required three things:  (1) human identification 
through a sinless incarnation; (2) moral qualifications through absolute holiness while on 
earth, and (3) meritorious atonement (dying on the cross as the atonement for others).  
Only Jesus, God’s only Son (John 3:16), met all three qualifications (John 1:29; John 
8:29; 1 Peter 2:22).  Paul tells us in Romans 5:13-19 that Jesus took Adam’s place as 
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our representative to God, came to earth and entered a human body, and lived without 
sin to qualify as the human sacrifice.  He then willingly and joyfully “endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
12:2).   
 
When life’s crosses loom on the horizon of your life, do you shrink back in horror and 
ask God to save you from that hour?  Or do you, like Christ, quietly begin to realize it 
was for this very reason you came to this hour and ask the Father to glorify His name 
through you as you endure what lies ahead?  Don’t pray for God to be glorified in you if 
you are not willing to walk up the hill to Golgotha with Jesus.  When it came time for the 
Son of God to die for our sins, He said to the Father, “Now my heart is troubled, and 
what shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?’  No, it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour.  Father, glorify your name!” (John 12:27-28)  You might want to put 
that passage in your memory bank, as Satan will challenge you at the very moment in 
the very situations God would most be glorified in your life.  The devil will whisper in 
your natural ear, “My soul is troubled, God…save me from this hour.”  It will sound like 
you saying that but it will be the devil saying it through your natural mind.  Like our Lord, 
we must quietly surrender to God and say, “This is why I am here.”  At that moment, like 
our Savior, you become one in spirit with the Father.  When you pray, “Glorify your 
name through me today, Lord,” you are actually asking God to let the sun go down, if 
need be, so those about you can see the incredible nature of God (light) that has been 
placed in your innermost being.  Don’t fight it.  Welcome it, and like our Lord, you will 
glorify your heavenly Father and complete the glory cycle.   
 
Church Attendance and Fellowship with the Saints:  Church attendance is another way 
in which we grow spiritually and glorify God.  Christ’s stern warning in Revelation 2:5 
and Matthew 7:21-23 teaches that attending church and knowing some church creed is 
not enough to get into the kingdom of God.  We must be in a personal relationship with 
the living Savior!  However, a person who is truly born again of God’s Spirit will want to 
gather publicly and worship his/her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Hearing the gospel 
being proclaimed in public does something for each of us (Luke 24:47; Romans 1:16; 1 
Corinthians 1:17-18).  No one leaves a church service the same regardless of how dry 
the service might be.  Even when nothing outwardly seems to be happening, there is a 
silent hidden infusion of divine ability that takes place within each of us when we gather 
together in worship and hear God’s Word expounded upon.  Attending the house of God 
also makes a public declaration for Christ.  Besides, unity is strength.   
 
Read Hebrews 10:25.  The Greek word episunagoge (“assembling of ourselves 
together”) is only found here and in 2 Thessalonians 2:1.  It is a reference to the 
gathering together of God’s people to Christ at His coming (Matthew 24:31).  When we 
come together to worship Christ, we are saying to God we want to be gathered together 
to Christ at His appearing.  The day of Christ’s return for His faithful is rapidly 
approaching.  As it does, we will face many spiritual trials and persecutions and much 
doctrinal deception.  We should meet together regularly in order to hear the Word of 
God expounded upon and to encourage one another in the apostolic faith of the New 
Covenant.  While each member of the body of Christ has been given an anointing to be 
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used in God’s Church (1 Corinthians 12:7-11), to be effective the corporate body of 
Christ must learn to work harmoniously as one.  The more we grow in grace with a 
desire to glorify our heavenly Father, the more God will use us in the ministry of His 
Church. 
 
Spending time alone with God:  Spending quiet time alone with our heavenly Father is 
another way in which we honor Him.  Do you spend some quiet time alone with your 
heavenly Father as Jesus did?  If so, do you ask God to show you His glory?  If we are 
not careful we can allow insignificant things to get in the way until gradually we lose our 
sense of commitment to that time alone with God.  The reason many of us are not 
reflecting the glory of God to a lost world searching for significance is because we are 
too busy to spend time alone with God.  Moses’ entire demeanor and appearance 
reflected his time alone with God (Exodus 34:29-35).  You don’t catch the glory of God 
by passing through life like a computer train doing ninety miles an hour.  You barely get 
a whiff of the aroma of God’s glory and keep going.  God wants us to climb up into the 
mountain of prayer with Him and abide there.  He wants us to spend so much time 
partaking of His nature through His Word by spending time with Him that others can 
literally sense His glory through us.  
 
Again Jesus is our example.  Hebrews 12:2, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Why was it a joy for Christ 
to suffer on the cross?  Because He knew what awaited Him on the other side of death.  
All the sufferings of this present age---sickness, pain, misery, disappointments, poverty, 
mistreatment, sorrow, persecution and trouble of any kind---must be considered 
insignificant when compared with the blessing, privilege and glory that will be given to 
the faithful believer in the age to come.  The hardships endured in the lives of those who 
remain faithful to Christ are light in comparison to the abundance of glory we have 
through Christ (2 Corinthians 4:17).  This glory is already present in part, but will be fully 
experienced in the future.  Romans 8:18-19, “I consider that our present sufferings are 
not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  The creation waits in 
eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.”  When we reach our heavenly 
inheritance, we will say that the severest tribulations were nothing compared with the 
glory of the eternal state.  That is why we must not lose hope or give up our faith as we 
face problems.   
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Conclusion 
 
The biblical account of Jesus’ life teaches there is nothing more important than to glorify 
the Father.  Anything less is missing God’s purpose for allowing us to live here on earth 
in preparation for heaven.  The thoughts we think, the words we speak, and the 
decisions we make determine whether we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit in that 
lifelong endeavor.  When you are at the crossroads of life, ask yourself what will bring 
the most glory to God.  Much of the time your decision is made by answering that 
simple question.  The Christian life is like a race where the finish line is either the 
rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) or death (Matthew 10:24; 24:13; Acts 7:59-60; 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27; Hebrews 3:14; 10:35-38; Revelation 2:10, 13).  The individual who 
is not ashamed of standing up and publicly living out God’s commandments and 
expressing saving faith in Jesus need not fear death or anything that is coming upon the 
earth (Romans 8:37-39; 1 John 5:4).  But only those who endure until the end will win 
their race for eternal life and glorify God throughout eternity (Ephesians 3:20-21; 
Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 21).  Quitters and cowards will not even reach heaven 
(Matthew 10:32-33 and 2 Timothy 2:11-13; Revelation 2:7; 2:11; 2:17; 2:26; 3:4-5;; 
3:19-20; 20:10-15; 21:8).   
 
Revelation 22:12-14, “Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give 
to everyone according to what he has done…Blessed are those who wash their robes, 
that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the 
city.”  God’s glory in us will not be complete until we enter heaven and see Jesus face to 
face in His glorified form (John 17:24).  When His glorious nature becomes a reality, “we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2b).  Not appropriated nature 
or imputed nature but the reality of Christ’s glory.  It will be something to behold--His 
nature ours - nothing in between!  So intense will be that glory, we will literally become 
like Him.  John writes, “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will 
live with them.  They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their 
God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away’” (Revelation 21:2-4).  We 
will have completed the cycle of glory when that moment takes place.  We will no longer 
need to appropriate God’s glory, reflect that glory, and return that glory in the same way.  
It will happen but it will cease being an activity and become a natural process as the veil 
or filter of sinful human nature that keeps us from beholding His glory in its entire 
splendor will be gone.  Nothing impure will enter that eternal abode.  No longer will there 
be divisions among the body of Christ.  We will all together behold His glory as one as 
the divisions and power structures among the body of Christ will be no more.  When that 
moment takes place all the sufferings of this present age---sickness, pain, misery, 
disappointments, poverty, mistreatment, sorrow, persecution and trouble of any kind---
will be seen as insignificant in comparison with the blessing, privilege and glory that will 
be given to faithful believers in the age to come (Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17), 
because.  That will be glory, indeed.   
 

Questionnaire 
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In the pursuit of a course of this nature much scripture must be read.  It is 
recommended that you read the assigned scripture before reading the explanatory 
material in the study course.  Certainly, the student hardly needs the exhortation to read 
prayerfully.  The Bible is a class by itself, different from any other book ever written.  
That is because the Holy Spirit is its true author (2 Peter 1:21).   
 
It is also recommended that you read through an entire section before answering       
the questions provided in the workbook.  The value of reading with continuity is that we 
discern the central line of thought, the pivotal idea, which is so essential to the 
understanding of other scriptures related to it.  Questions have been prepared following 
each section to help you grasp the “meat” of the study.  It is important that you 
completely read through each section before answering these questions.   
 

Introduction 
 
In John 17 Christ shares His heart with His heavenly Father as the cross loomed on the 
horizon of His earthly life.  By doing so, Christ was demonstrating to His disciples and to 
us just how simple and yet how wonderful it is to be able to have a conversation with 
Father God.  ___True ___False 

 
Section 1 – Compound Unity (Plurality) of God 

 
1:  The terms compound unity and plurality of God refer to the tri-unity of God.  

 ___True ___False 
 
 
2:  Explain the tri-unity of God in your own words. 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2 – Behold His Glory 
 
1:  Which is correct? 
 

a. The manifestation of the glory of God is the underlying theme in John 17.  
b. The manifestation of the glory of God is perhaps the most crucial issue of life.  
c. The manifestation of God’s glory is the measure of the degree to which we are 

God’s spiritual dwelling, where God’s Spirit rules.   
d. All of the above are correct. 

 
2:  Define God’s glory. 
 
3:  While the Hebrew word “Shekinah” is not used in the Bible, its concept is.   
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___True ___False 
 
4:  What does “Shekinah” mean? 
 
 
 

Section 3 – Security of the Believer 
 
1:  According to John 17:1, one of the strategic goals for Jesus was to bring glory to the 
Father by giving a gift to those who were gifts in the first place.  The gift Jesus gives 
those who believe in Him is eternal life.  ___True ___False 
 
2:  Define eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
3: Which is correct? 
 

a. Eternal life is different in quality because it is one of God’s qualities imparted to 
man. 

b. You receive eternal life by knowing Jesus Christ who died for your sins in a 
personal way. 

c. Eternal life is not something you attain; it is something you receive, or better yet, 
someone you receive.   

d. Eternal life is embodied in a person, Christ Jesus.  You receive Jesus as Lord 
and Savior, you receive eternal life. 

e. All of the above is correct. 
 
4:  Not only is eternal life a reflection of who God is, but it is also a reflection of the 
timelessness of God.  ___True ___False 
 
5:  In Scripture, eternal life is contrasted with something that is temporary, fleeting, not 
lasting, etc.  That is why it can be used to describe an attribute of ___________. 
 
6:  Which is correct concerning the election of God spoken of in Ephesians 1:4? 
 

a. Before the world was created, God decided salvation through faith would only 
come through His Son’s blood.   

b. While Jesus’ blood was shed for the whole human race, one must believe in Him 
as Savior to partake of that benefit.   

c. God had the Gentiles in mind when He came up with the plan of salvation.  
d. God decided in eternity past who would be saved and who wouldn’t.  The 

individual has no choice in the matter.  
e. Only a, b and c are correct. 
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7:  What is the difference between predestination and the election of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What would you say to someone who asked you, “How can God know who will be 

lost and allow that person to be lost?” 
 
 
 
 
9.  How would it affect you if your possessions, relationships, ministry activities, etc. 
were taken away from you?  Would you still have a growing, intimate relation with 
Jesus?   
 
 
 
10.  We are secure as long as we remain in Christ according to John 15:1-8.  

___True ___False 
 
11.  Born-again believers live in the victory of a certain kind of joy the world can never 

know.  ___True ___False 
 
12.  Define the joy of the Lord. 
 
 
 
13.  Define shipwrecked faith. 
 
 
 
14.  Worry is the opposite of ______________. 
 
15.  What does Philippians 1:6 teach us?   
 
 
 
16.  What should you do when your long-cherished hopes and dreams are dissolved 
overnight and dark clouds of circumstances and uncertainty linger overhead?  
 
 
 
17.  One thing we must never do when we are faced with impossible situations is to 
never give up our _________ ___________ in Jesus. 

Section 4 – Unified Believers 
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1.  We were never created to selfishly keep the glory of God for ourselves, but to return 
it to God in surrender, love, adoration, praise, holy living, witnessing and cooperation 
within the body of Christ.  ___True ___False 
 
2.  Why should Christians work together? 
 

a. We go to the same church with the same likes and dislikes (i.e., like the same 
style of music) and completely believe alike.   

b. We share the same purpose in life and it glorifies God.   
c. We are more spiritual than the church down the street and we look better. 
d. We have a great pastor and a wonderful official church board. 

 
3.  The study suggests some things believers should be praying for.  Which two do you 
feel are the most important?  Why? 
 
1) 
 
 
 
2) 
 
 
 

 
Section 5 – Completing the Glory Cycle 

 
1.  What is God’s eternal purpose for the human race?   
 
 
2.  Before you can complete the glory cycle and glorify God throughout eternity, you 
must first be in the glory cycle.  How does one get in? 
 
 
3.  The Old Testament concept of God’s glory was likened to standing in front of a 
spotlight that is ten trillion times stronger than anything we have ever seen and trying to 
look straight into it.  We would be blinded by it.  Why is that?   
 
 
4.  We Christians have the reality of what Old Testament saints could only dream about, 
glory residing within.  How does the glory of God reside within a person? 
 
 
5.  Glorifying God starts with being born again.  How does one become born again?   
 
6.  We are incapable of pleasing God apart from regeneration. ___True ___False 
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7.  What is regeneration? 
 
 
8.  God’s glory is received in the Person of Jesus and lived out in the life of believers by 
the power of the Spirit and returns to the Father in adoration and lifestyle of holiness. 
___True ___False. 
 
9.  Which statement is true? 

a. God doesn’t care if we steal His glory or not. 
b. God did nothing when Lucifer tried to steal God’s glory. 
c. Refusing to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit is one of the ways of stealing 

God’s glory. 
d. It’s not important to do God’s will.   

 
10.  Glory starts with the Father and ends with Him.  ___True ___False 
 
11.  To the degree we allow it, God’s Spirit actually imparts God’s nature so we, as Paul 
stated in 2 Corinthians 3:18, can experience “________________________________.” 
 
12.  We don’t glorify God for His benefit; we do it for _______.  
 
13.  If God didn’t need anything or anyone, what moved Him to bring about the 
creation?   
 
 
 
14.  The study lists lifestyles that bring glory to God as well as spiritual maturity.  Which 
ones do you believe are most important for spiritual growth?  Why do you feel that way? 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  The glory cycle for the child of God will not be complete until he or she enters 
_______________ and sees Jesus face to face. 
 
16.  The biblical account of Jesus’ life teaches there is nothing more important than to 
glorify the Father.  Anything less is missing God’s purpose for allowing us to live on 
planet earth in preparation for heaven.  ___True ___False 
 
17.  What did the biblical account of Jesus teach us about the glory of God?  
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Answer Sheet 
Introduction 
1.  True 
 

 
Section 1 – Compound Unity (Plurality) of God 

1. True 
2.  Tri-unity conveys the Biblical concept of God being one but at the same time 

consisting of three identifiable and distinct, though not separate, persons or 
personalities as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  None of these three distinct 
personalities is God without the other and each with all the others is God. 

     
Section 2 – Beholding His Glory 

1. d 
2.  God’s glory is the manifestation of His presence and nature.  Where God is there is 
glory! 
3.  True 
4:. “Shekinah” means the “presence of God.” 
 

Section 3 – Security of the Believer 
 

1.  True 
2.  Eternal life is life everlasting.  Simply put, eternal life is a personal relationship with 

Father God through Jesus Christ, His Son.  That relationship begins with believing 
with “certainty” that Jesus is the eternal Son of the one true God (John 17:3, 8).  

3.  e  
4. True 
5.  God 
6. e  
7.  Predestination is a term that refers to God’s advance determination that something 
will happen in accordance with His fixed purpose.  Although the noun predestination is 
never used in Scripture, the verb predestinate is used four times (Romans 8:29-30; 
Ephesians 1:4-5, 11) and refers to God’s determination that the Christian will be blessed 
as a result of salvation.  God’s choice of individuals who would be saved is referred to 
by the word election.  Election and predestination are seemingly opposite concepts  but 
they are not.  First, God is sovereign in the universe and is in complete control of human 
events and the lives of individuals.  If that were not so, He would not be sovereign and 
thus would not be God.  Second, God has given people a freedom of choice to do as 
they will.  Election involves three basic truths:  First, election is only through the blood of 
Christ.  Ephesians 1:7, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 

STOP! 
Complete 

questionnaire 
prior to 

checking 
answers. 
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of sins…”  Before the world was created, God decided that redemption for the human 
race would only come through the woman’s seed, Jesus (Genesis 3:15; Romans 5:12-
17; 1 Corinthians 2:7-8).  Second, the election occurs only in union with Jesus Christ.  
Ephesians 1:4, “He chose us in Him.”  Ephesians 1:13, “And you also were included in 
Christ when you heard the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, 
you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.”  No, God does not send 
people to hell; He permits them to choose eternal destiny for themselves.  Christ’s blood 
doesn’t benefit a person unless he or she trusts in Him (John 8:24)!  The predestined 
will of God is like a ship.  Salvation is the ship.  Christ is the Captain and Pilot of the 
ship.  All who desire to be a part of this elect ship and its Captain can do so through a 
living faith in Christ, by which they come on board the ship.  As long as they are on the 
ship, in company with the ship’s Captain, they are among the elect or saved (concept 
taken from Footnote, Full Life Study Bible, page 1,825).  Election is always in union with 
Christ.  Third, the election includes believers being adopted into the family of God and 
being treated as holy and blameless.  Adoption is the act of God whereby the believer is 
given full privileges of fellowship, heirship, and future glory (Ephesians 1:3-6).  It is 
through justification by faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) that God is able to do this (Ephesians 
1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Ephesians 5:25-27; Judges 24-25; Romans 3:26; and 
Hebrews 10:14).  Being one of God’s adopted children is the highest privilege one can 
experience in life (John 1:12).  First John 3:1, "How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!" 
 
8.  God’s foreknowledge does not predetermine individual choices.  He has chosen not 
to violate the individual free will in respect to eternal life.  In Ephesians 1:3-14, we have 
the outline of the panorama of predetermined world history, but this glimpse into the 
predestination of the course of the universe does not rule out the “islands of freedom” 
God has reserved for the personal choices of free people.  
9.  The loss of possessions, relationships, ministry activities, etc. should have no effect 
upon us because we can still have a growing, intimate relation with Jesus.  There is 
nothing more important in life than this.  Our eternal destiny depends on it!   
10.  True 
11.  True 
12.  The joy of the Lord is a quiet confidence in the nature of God that is unaffected by 

feelings or circumstances.  It is a gentle rest in the everlasting arms of the God who 
is keeping us, especially when the world would have no cause for joy. 

13  Shipwrecked faith is when a believer stops believing he/she is saved (see Timothy 
1:18-20). 

14.  Faith 
15.  Totally trust God in everything.  He is in control.  
16.  Rest in the Lord knowing He will protect your soul and carry you through it.   
17:  saving faith.   
 

Section 4 – Unified Believers 
1.  True 
2.  b 
3.  (1) ask God to break down the barriers that separate Christians; (2) pray for 

individual believers and Christian organizations who are stepping out and doing what 
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God commanded in terms of unity without compromise; (3) pray for those who are 
sowing discord among the body of Christ; (4) ask God to use us as a vessel in the 
local church, in our family, and in our world and be a person who builds unity rather 
than dissension; (5) ask God to lift us above the pettiness that divides believers into 
the realm of unity without compromise. 

 
Section 5 – Completing the Glory Cycle 

1.  To receive eternal life through Christ and glorify God throughout eternity. 
2.  By repenting of sin and entering into a personal relationship with the Father through 

Jesus the Son. 
3.  God was creating a physical image through symbols to demonstrate something too 

marvelous for words that would one day become a spiritual reality for New Covenant 
saints. 

4.  Through the Person of Jesus through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
(Ephesians 2:22). 

5.  By repenting and receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior.   
6.  True  
7.  Regeneration occurs when our inner person (spirit person) is recreated or spiritually 

transformed by the Holy Spirit when we accept Jesus as Lord and Savior (John 3:6; 
Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:23-24; Titus 3:5).  It is basically receiving God’s nature 
(glory) in our inner self or spirit person.   

8.  True 
9.  c   
10.  True 
11. “ever-increasing glory” 
12. ours.  It’s important we think of God in terms of being absolutely self-existent, who in 
Himself possesses essential life and permanent existence.  From eternity, the Creator 
was self-contained, self-sufficient, and self-satisfied and in need of nothing.  Had a 
universe, angels, or human beings been necessary to God in any way, they also would 
have been called into existence from eternity.  They essentially added nothing to God’s 
essence or glory after they were created (Malachi 3:6).   
13.  It was out of love and for His manifestative glory (Ephesians 1:4-5; Revelation 4:11) 
and pleasure (Ephesians 1:5).   
14.  Loving people as God does, following God’s timing, following His will, obeying 
God’s spiritual laws, attending Church and fellowshipping with the saints and spending 
time alone with God are all important! 
15.  heaven 
16.  True 
17.  The biblical account of Jesus’ life teaches there is nothing more important than to 
glorify the Father.  Anything less is missing God’s purpose for allowing us to live on 
earth in preparation for heaven.   


